
 

  



Monday Evening Vespers 

February 22, 2021 

INTRODUCTORY RITES 

Prelude 
 

Procession  

Please stand as the procession begins 
 

Lucenarium 

Presider: Light and peace in Jesus Christ our Lord 

All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn                  God of Day and God of Darkness

 

 

 

 

 



Evening Thanksgiving 

 

Presider: As day passes into evening we praise you, O God, giver of life,   

 light, and darkness for your invisible majesty in all that surrounds   

 us. 

All:  Praise and thanks to you, God of mercy. 

Presider: As this candle burns and pierces the darkness, we thank you, for   

 the light that illumines our soul and gives us breath. 

All:  Praise and thanks to you, God of wholeness. 

Presider: As the evening sun moves toward the golden rays of dawn, we long  

 for peace in our world, in our homes, and in our hearts. 

All:  Praise and thanks to you, God of healing. 

Presider: As we journey out of ashes to Easter joy, dispel the darkness of our  

 hearts and shine your light within us so that we may proclaim   

 unending praise to you. 

All:  Praise and thanks to you, God of splendor. 

Presider: Illumine our darkness and draw us to your unfailing light for to   

 you all honor and glory is due forever and ever.  

All:  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE PSALMS 

 

Psalm 141 (please be seated)               My Prayers Rise Like Incense 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Psalm 11 

Antiphon: The Lord looks tenderly on those who are poor. 

A. In the Lord I have taken my  
     Refuge. 
     How can you say to my soul: 
     “Fly like a bird to its mountain. 
 
B. See the wicked bracing their  
     Bow; they are fixing the arrows          
     On the string to shoot upright  
     Men in the dark.  
     Foundations once destroyed,  
     What can the just do?” 
 
 
 

A. The Lord is in his holy temple, 
     The Lord, whose throne is in 
     Heaven. 
     His eyes look down on the world; 
     His gaze tests mortal men.      
 
B. The Lord tests the just and the  
     Wicked: 
     The lover of violence he hates. 
     He sends fire and brimstone on  
     The wicked; he sends a scorching 
     Wind as their lot. 
 
A. The Lord is just and loves justice: 
     The upright shall see his face.  

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

Psalm Prayer (please stand) 

Lord God, you search the hearts of all, both the good and the wicked. May those who are in 

danger for love of you, find security in you now, and , in the day of judgement, may they 

rejoice in seeing you face to face.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Canticle (please remain standing) 
 

Antiphon: God chose us in his son to be his adopted children. 

A. Praised be the God and Father 
     Of our Lord Jesus Christ, who   
     Has bestowed on us in Christ 
     Every spiritual blessing in the 
     Heavens.  
 
B. God chose us in him 
     Before the world began 
     To be holy  
     And blameless in his sight. 
 
A. He predestined us 
     To be his adopted sons through 
     Jesus Christ, such was his will 
     And pleasure, that all might 
     Praise the glorious favor he has 
     Bestowed on us in his beloved. 
 
 
 

B. In him and through his blood 
     We have been redeemed, and  
     Our sins forgiven,  
     So immeasurably generous 
     Is God’s favor to us.  
 
A. God has given us the wisdom 
     To understand fully the mystery, 
     The plan he was pleased 
     To decree in Christ. 
 
B. A plan to be carried out 
     In Christ, in the fullness of time, 
     To bring all things into one  
     In him, in the heavens 
     And on earth.  
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORD 

 

Reading                               James 5: 16, 19-20 

Declare your sins to one another, and pray for one another, that you may find healing. The 

fervent petitions of holy people are powerful indeed. Sisters and brothers, the case may arise 

among you of someone straying from the truth, and of another bringing them back. 

Remember this: the person who brings a sinner back from their way will save their soul from 

death and cancel a multitude of sins.  

 

Meditation                         Mercy, O God       

 

 

 

 

 



From John Chrysostom’s Homilies  

on Repentance and Almsgiving            Homily 8.5, 10 [adapted] 

 Is it possible, Scripture says, for one to repent and be saved? It is absolutely and most 

certainly possible. Even if you have wasted all your life in sin and only then repent? Yes, 

indeed! How do I know this? Because of your Master’s great love for human beings. Could it 

be that your repentance has the power to wipe clean so many evils? If it were only up to your 

repentance, then you should indeed have reason to fear. But repentance is mixed together 

with God’s love for human beings—so take courage! For God’s love for humanity is 

immeasurable. No word can describe the measure of God’s goodness. Your wickedness is 

measurable, but the medicine is immeasurable. Your wickedness, whatever it may be, is 

human wickedness; but God’s love for humanity is indescribable. Just think of one spark 

that fell into the sea; could it stand or be seen? What one spark is compared to the sea, so 

wickedness is compared to God’s love for human beings. And even this is too weak a 

comparison. For the sea, even though it is vast, has limits; but God’s love for human beings 

is unlimited. 

 The Savior tells the thief: Today you shall be with me in paradise (Luke 23:43). Notice 

that Christ did not merely say: “I deliver you from damnation and from punishment.” No, 

Christ admits the thief into paradise as a righteous person. Do you not see that the thief 

became righteous through confession? God is a great lover of human beings. God did not 

hesitate to surrender an only Son in order to spare a servant. God surrendered the only-

begotten to purchase hard-hearted servants. God paid the price with the blood of God’s 

own Son. O the philanthropy of the Master! So do not tell me again, “I have sinned a lot; 

how can I be saved?” You cannot save yourself, but your Master can—and can save you so 

completely that even your sins are obliterated. Pay attention very carefully to the words of 

Christ. He wipes out the sin so completely that not a single trace of it remains. 

 

MAGNIFICAT – (please stand) 

(the music minister will sing a refrain before and after) 

A.  I acclaim the greatness of the                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Lord, I delight in God my savior, 
Who regarded my humble state. 
Truly from this day on 
All ages will call me blest. 
 
B. For God, wonderful in power, 
Has used that strength for me. 
Holy the name of the Lord! 
Whose mercy embraces the faithful, 
One generation to the next. 

A. The mighty arm of God 
Scatters the proud in their conceit, 
Pulls tyrants from their thrones, 
And raises up the humble 
The Lord fills the starving 
And lets the rich go hungry. 
 
B. God rescues lowly Israel, 
Recalling the promise of mercy, 
The promise made to our ancestors, 
To Abraham’s heirs for ever.  

 



Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

Intercessions 

Our response is:  Lord, save the people you have redeemed. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Concluding Prayer  

God our savior, 

Bring us back to you 

And fill our minds with your wisdom. 

May we be enriched by our observance of Lent. 

Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

One God, for ever and ever.  

 

Blessing 

Presider:  The Lord Be with You. 

All:  And with your spirit. 

Presider: May the blessing of God, the Father of Mercy, the Son of Redemption,   

 and the Spirit of Light, be with us, now and forever.  

All:  Amen. 

 

Dismissal 

 

Presider: Go in the peace of Christ. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 


