
 
  



Monday Evening Vespers 

December 21, 2020 

 

Invitatory  

Presider: Light and peace in Jesus Christ our Lord 

All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn                   The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns 

Presider: Let is give thanks to God the Father, always and for everything. 

All:  In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen.  

 

Psalm 141       My Prayers Rise Like Incense 

Psalm 136 

Antiphon: Where charity and love are found, there is God 

A. Our God is good, give thanks! 
God’s love is for ever! 
Our God of gods, give thanks! 
God’s love is for ever! 
Our Lord of lords, give thanks! 
God’s love is for ever! 
 
B. Alone the maker of worlds! 
God’s love is for ever! 
Architect for the skies! 
God’s love is for ever!  
Spread land on the sea! 
God’s love is for ever! 
 
 

A. Set the great lights above! 
God’s love is forever! 
The sun to rule the day!  
God’s love is forever! 
The moon and stars, the night!  
God’s love is for ever! 
 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

 

 



Reading                                  Micha 5: 2-5a 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from 

you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, 

from ancient days. Therefore, he shall give them up until the time when she who is in 

labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of 

Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the 

majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he 

shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the one of peace. 

Psalm 80  

Antiphon: The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel. 

 

A. Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 
you who lead Joseph like a flock!  
 
B. You who are enthroned upon the 
cherubim, shine forth before 
Ephraim and Benjamin and 
Manasseh.  
 
A. Stir up your might, and come to 
save us! Restore us, O God; let your 
face shine, that we may be saved.  
 

B. O LORD God of hosts, how long 
will you be angry with your people's 
prayers?  
 
A. You have fed them with the bread 
of tears, and given them tears to 
drink in full measure.  
 
B. You make us the scorn of our 
neighbors; our enemies laugh among 
themselves. Restore us, O God of 
hosts; let your face shine, that we 
may be saved. 
 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Reflective Reading from Ron Rolheiser  

Many of us arrive at Christmas tired, running, distracted, and already fatigued with the 
lights, songs, and celebrations of Christmas. Advent is meant to be a time of 
preparation for Christmas; but for many of us it is not exactly a time for the kind of 
preparation that enables Christ be born more deeply in our lives. Instead our 
preparation for Christmas is mostly a time of making ready to celebrate with our 
families, friends, and colleagues.  

… if we are honest with ourselves, we have to admit that in our preparations for 
Christmas, we, in fact, make very little space for the spiritual, for Christ to be born 
more deeply in our lives. …Today advent is perhaps more about already celebrating 
Christmas than it is about preparing for it. 

And the end result is that, like the biblical innkeepers who had no room for Mary and 
Joseph at the first Christmas, we generally arrive at Christmas with “no room at the 
inn”, no space in our lives for a spiritual rebirth.  Our hearts are good, we want 
Christmas to renew us spiritually, but our lives are too pressured, too full of activity 
and tiredness, for us to have any real energy to make Christmas a special time of 
spiritual renewal for ourselves. The spirit of Christmas is still in us, real, but lying like 
a neglected baby in the straw waiting to be picked up. And we do intend to pick up 
the baby, but simply never get around to it. 

Everyone struggles with this in some fashion. No one is perfect; no one gives a full 
place in his or her life to Christ, even at Christmas time. That should bring us some 
consolation. But it should also leave us with a pressing challenge: There is too little 
room for Christ in our busy, distracted lives! We must work at clearing some space for 
Christ, at making Christmas a time of spiritual refreshment and renewal in our lives. 

But being ready for Christmas, getting everything we need to do done on time, 
making it, does not depend upon getting everything neatly checked off on our to-do 
list: gifts, done; cards, done; decorations, done; food, ready; the requisite number of 
social obligations, completed. Even if that list is only half done, if you find yourself in 
church at Christmas, if you find yourself at table with your family on Christmas day, 
and if you find yourself greeting your neighbors and colleagues with a little more 
warmth, then it doesn’t matter if you are distracted, tired, over-fed, and not thinking 
explicitly about Jesus, you’ve made it. 

 

 

 

 



MAGNIFICAT – (stand) 

(the music minister will sing a refrain before and after) 

A. I acclaim the greatness of the                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Lord, I delight in God my savior, 
Who regarded my humble state. 
Truly from this day on 
All ages will call me blest. 
 
B. For God, wonderful in power, 
Has used that strength for me. 
Holy the name of the Lord! 
Whose mercy embraces the faithful, 
One generation to the next. 

A. The mighty arm of God 
Scatters the proud in their conceit, 
Pulls tyrants from their thrones, 
And raises up the humble 
The Lord fills the starving 
And lets the rich go hungry. 
 
B. God rescues lowly Israel, 
Recalling the promise of mercy, 
The promise made to our ancestors, 
To Abraham’s heirs for ever.  

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Closing Prayer  

O Wisdom, Come to teach us the way of truth.  

O Lord of Israel, Come to redeem us with an outstretched arm.  

O Root of Jesse, Come to bring us and all those we care about new life; do not delay.  

O Key of David, Come to open our prison door, whatever that door may be, and set 

us free.  

O Radiant Dawn, Come to bring light to the darkness in our lives.  

O King of all Nations, Come to same us and give us peace. 

O God-With-Us, Stay with us and send us forth in your name. Amen. 
 

Dismissal 
 

Presider:  The Lord Be with You. 

All:  And with your spirit. 

Presider: May almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy  

  Spirit. 

All:  Amen. 

Presider: Go in peace. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 

Closing Hymn                  The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns 


