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Do you love a great Disney movie? What about one with a prince and a princess? Us 
too!

From Cinderella to the more modern Elsa and everyone in between, it is hard not to 
love a Disney classic. Disney studios have been capturing hearts for nearly 100 years 
and in that time have grown enormously in animation and character design.

Already thinking about what the best Disney animated movies are? Take a look at our 
list and see if your favorite made it!

1. FROzEN

WITH FROzEN BEING ONE OF THE TOp-GROSSING DISNEY ANIMATED MOVIES 
OF ALL TIME, HOW cOULD WE NOT INcLUDE IT IN OUR LIST?
WHEN THE TOWN OF ARENDELLE REALIzES NEWLY NAMED QUEEN ELSA 
pOSSESSES MAGIcAL pOWERS SHE FLEES HER kINGDOM FEELING LIkE AN 
OUTSIDER. THE MOVIE FOLLOWS HER SISTER ANNA’S QUEST TO FIND HER. 
ALONG THE WAY, ANNA FINDS NEW FRIENDS AND LEARNS MORE ABOUT HER 
SISTER’S pAST.

2. THE LION kING

ONE OF THE GREATEST DISNEY pRINcES ON OUR LIST IS NONE OTHER THAN 
SIMBA. THE LION kING IS THE ULTIMATE STORY OF LOVE, LOSS, AND THE 
TRIALS OF GROWING Up.
THIS IS ALSO A cLASSIc FOR MORE REASONS THAN ONE AS IT HAS AN 
OUTSTANDING MUSIcAL ScORE. HANS zIMMER, THE ORIGINAL ScORE 
cOMpOSER, UpDATED THE ScORE FOR THE LIVE-AcTION LION kING RELEASED IN 2019.
DO YOU kNOW ANYONE WHO DOESN’T kNOW ‘HAkUNA MATATA’? WE DON’T!

3. THE LITTLE MERMAID

NExT, WE HAVE THE LITTLE MERMAID, A LATE ADDITION TO THE DISNEY pRINcESS cROWD OF THE 20TH 
cENTURY BUT EVEN SO A BELOVED cLASSIc. SINGING SEA cREATURES AND YET ANOTHER cUTE pRINcESS, 
WHAT’S NOT TO LOVE?
ARIEL WANTS NOTHING MORE THAN TO BE HUMAN WHEN SHE FALLS IN LOVE WITH pRINcE ERIc, SO SHE 
MAkES A DEAL WITH THE SEA WITcH URSULA. WITH THEMES OF FREEDOM, DESIRE, AND cURIOSITY THE LITTLE 
MERMAID SpEAkS TO THE INNOcENcE AND WONDER OF LIFE.

10 great DiSney 
movieS



4. Aladdin

The story of Aladdin takes us on a magic 
carpet ride through the eyes of a savvy 
street boy turned unassuming Disney 
prince.

Going along with the classic Disney 
themes Aladdin includes a genie, an evil 
sultan, and the obvious pet sidekick. 
Aladdin is full of spirit and drive and loves 
Princess Jasmine for who she is. This is 
a beautiful story about risking it all for 
what you believe and who you love.

independent global world cinema is a 
fantastic world. Here is where you can 
watch some of the best short films of all 
times.

5. Sleeping Beauty

Our list would not be complete without 
one of the original princesses, Aurora, 
and the iconic villain Maleficent.

This is the story of another princess 
locked away in a tower, but this time 
she’s sleeping. Aurora is cursed and can 
only be woken by true love’s kiss.

This story of bravery and destiny is made 
complete with a heroic rescue by none 
other than Prince Phillip. He wakes 
Aurora to realize her true destiny and 
reunite her with her family.

Although Sleeping Beauty has lived 
happily ever after, the character 
Maleficent has made a comeback with 
two movies in the past decade.
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6. Moana

A more recent classic, Moana is the Disney princess of the 21st century. She proves 
that to be a princess you don’t need a prince.
With amazing, colorful animation, Moana is visually stunning. As Moana goes on a 
journey to save her dying island, she sparks a friendship with an unlikely companion 
as her strength is tested along the way.
Moana shows it is okay to break tradition, while still having love and respect for 
your community.

7. Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs

Did you know Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs was 
the first Disney animated movie?
Released in 1937 and based on a Brothers Grimm novel, 
Snow White was the first to capture all the princess 
stereotypes we have since seen.
With a jealous queen wishing her dead, Snow White 
takes refuge with seven dwarfs in the forest living her 
days until she is tempted with a poison apple. The 
apple sends Snow White into eternal slumber only to 
be woken by true love’s kiss.

8. Cinderella

Is there a more classic story than Cinderella? You have 
everything from fairy godmothers, an evil stepmother, 
and Prince Charming!
Adapted from another Brothers Grimm novel, Cinderella stands as a classic princess 
movie. An original rags to riches tale where sweet, hardworking Cinderella finds her 
Prince Charming.
Cinderella’s difficult life makes you want to root for her in the same way that her 
furry companions do. Sure, she is not as fierce as other Disney princesses, but this 
Disney movie has stood the test of time for a reason.
We all still love a whimsical princess story.

9. Tangled

The classic story of Rapunzel gets a modern twist in this Disney classic. Forget 
Rapunzel letting down her hair, the boy climbs in her window this time!
Tangled takes us on a journey of Rapunzel escaping her high tower with handsome 
thief Flynn Rider to see the light festival in town. Little does Rapunzel know that 
she is a princess and that her hair is magic.
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10. Mulan

Mulan is another Disney princess without a prince. Mulan tells the captivating story 
of a young girl pretending to go to war as a boy for her sick father.
This story of strength and courage is unmatched when it comes to Disney princess 
movies. The plot for the movie is based on Chinese folklore and was added to the 
collection of Disney movies called ‘the Disney Renaissance’ in 1998.

Enjoy all the Best Disney Animated Movies 

With so many classics it is hard to choose just ten. These are some of the best 
Disney animated movies that have made their way into the hearts and minds of 
people across the world.

Do you like to 
write an artiCle 

about Filmmaking 
anD publiSh it in  

monthly inDie ShortS 
magaZine?

SenD it to uS by 
Filling the inFo at 

monthly inDie ShortS  
anD we will make 
Sure to publiSh it!
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THE FUNERAL OF FATHER 
CHRISTMAS
DIRECTED BY CHRISTIAN COOK

Poignant and accurate about the state 
of today’s world
This short film that was shot completely 
in one location with a cast of only three 
children, yet it manages to tackle many 
issues we are all experiencing today.  In 
about seven minutes, the viewer gets to 
experience the impact of media, social 
media, terrorism, Covid, gun violence, 
fake new, religious fanaticism, political 
agendas, and even racism. 

The director and script writer did a 
superb job telling the story of Father 
Christmas’ murder and subsequent 
funeral with a smooth stream of news 
and commentary that is only heard 
and not seen, leaving the audience to 
imagine what the children were seeing 
on their screens, and letting the viewer 
fill in the details. I felt that this was a 
very original way to weave the tale and it 
was almost like what happens when one 
reads a book, as opposed to when one 
watches a film.  

The child actors in this film were 
very genuine in their reactions and 
interactions with each other and with the 
different news tidbits they were getting 
from their TV and electronic devices. 
It is through this childlike curiosity, 
wonder, and innocence that we are told 
a horrendous story of violence. In the 
absence of an adult, the children rely on 
each other to explain the complex issues 
they are witnessing.  The dialogue is real 
and unaffected; all three of the young 
actors turn in completely believable and 
impressive performances.
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The whole mood of the film is quite 
somber, and this is manifested through 
the camera shots, and the color schemes.  
The lighting is quite impressive as well, 
as we see a deliberate use of the blue 
light reflected from the television set 
onto the room and the children, casting 
a shadow of technology on the whole 
event.  The use of the reflective light was 
also very effective in creating different 
moods to go with the audio of the news 
emitted from the television, giving off 
an eerie yet very familiar atmosphere 
to what could be anyone’s living room 
during a breaking news event.

I found this to be a very well-crafted 
film, thoughtfully written and executed. 
The script flows very well between the 
news and the children’s comments and 
discussions.  The art direction is precise 
and accomplishes the goal of creating 
the right mood for the piece.  The acting 
is on point, and the overall editing is 
good.  I found myself wanting to see and 
know more at the end; this is a must see 
for anyone interested in the story telling 
aspect of cinema. 

R.Barotta, Ph.D
Monthly Indie Shorts

about 
ChriStian

As a graphic designer and short 

story writer, this mix of visual and 

narrative inevitably steered towards 

a move into film. After filming a 

documentary during lockdown and 

a corporate video for a home care 

business, he is currently working on 

several fictional short films.
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BROWNIES
DIRECTED BY MATHEW TRETOLA

A Whimsical Animation about a Bad Trip!
This animated short was surprisingly 
entertaining. The title “Brownies” did not 
really give away the content as it started 
off with a woman making brownies with 
some kind of green substance.
The script is pretty straight forward and 
the voice acting a bit lacking, but good 
enough for the viewer to stay interested 
in how the story unfolds. 
The animation in this film is basic, but 
what it lacks in technical prowess and 
artistic aesthetic, it more than makes up 
with imagination, color, and fantasy. The 
sound effects were primitive at best, 
and it makes one wonder if this was 
intentional to go along with the simple 
style of animation and voice acting.  
The music was fun and moved the film 
along in a smooth manner to make up 
for some of the inconsistency in scene 
progression

The drug induced hallucination scenes 
were funny at times, and disturbing at 
other times, but all in all, full of interesting 
and imaginative images.  
The story line is in the classic sitcom style, 
so it seems familiar and even plausible.  
It takes us along the main character’s 
journey through inadvertently having 
some hash brownies, may be too many, 
and going through what I would only 
describe as a “good trip gone bad”.  
Although I found myself entertained by 
this “trip” I really did not get the message 
or the main theme of this film.  
The creator concentrated mainly on 
moving the story along, and on creating 
the hallucinatory landscape with all of its 
surreal scenery and scenarios.  The use 
of out of focus shots and motion give 
the viewer a little bit of an idea of the 
experience the main character is having. 
Although the surreal scenes were not 
completely original, they were fun to 
watch.



about 
mathew

Mathew is an animator, writer and 

actor primarily focused on directing 

and producing animated short films. 

He has produced a handful of short 

films from the year 2020 to present, 

three of which are IMDb accredited. 

Mathew has recently finished his 

newest animated short film titles 

“Brownies”, that will be cruising 

around the international film festival 

circuit over the coming months.
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I still can’t decide whether or not this 
short film had a message, and what the 
main idea is.
I believe that the creator did not want to 
make a point or to put a message across, 
but rather just wanted to make a film 
about a specific experience that may or 
may not be universally shared. 
It does get confusing towards the end: 
Was he trying to make a statement 
against drug use? Or for drug use? And 
the completely apathetic character that 
shows up on the couch at the end is also 
a bit confusing.  The film’s abrupt ending 
with the main character cursing out his 
couch mate, left me wondering whether 
the film maker just ran out of ideas and 
funds, or whether he meant to end it this 
way.  I wouldn’t presume to think that it 
was symbolic, but hope that it was.
This was a whimsical basic animation 
that really did not say much, but was 
entertaining to watch.

R.Barotta, Ph.D
Monthly Indie Shorts
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ATINC GOC

Atinc Goc is a storyteller. He was born and raised in Izmir, Turkey. At the age 
of 16, moved to Toronto, Canada. He graduated from William Lyon Mackenzie 
Collegiate Institute and continues his education in Seneca College and studies 
Liberal Arts.

Making filmmaking debut with a short film Absurd, which focuses on mental 
health problems. The purpose is to create more consciousness in the society 
about these struggles that affect many individuals all around the world. He is 
currently working on a book and new short film projects.
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صصص
[MIS] Being a filmmaker needs a lot of 
expertise and patience
because one has to handle everything 
all around, so what keeps
you motivated?
[Atinc] I recently read the Art of the 
Batman, which is a book that explains
the process of making this great film 
that combines comic book genre
with extraordinary directing and 
cinematography. In the introduction,
Matt Reeves says “ We live in a world 
of highs and lows andtremendous 
chaos, yet we can go to the movies 
and experience a story
that reflects and makes sense of the 
world around us. I find my driveand 
meaning in the process of filmmaking.” 
I couldn’t describe it better than 
Reeves. The filmmaking process is full 
of chaos, ups and downs, just like life 
itself. Absurd is a film that searches for
meaning that is greater than our daily 
routines and lives. And I can say I try 
to find that meaning and motivation 
by telling stories andbe worthy of 
the time that people spend watching 
these stories.entitled “Apocalypse”

[MIS] Absurd is about the fears of 
finding a meaning in a
meaningless life, from where did you 
get inspired in writing
it?
[Atinc] I am a psychology student and 
I still learn about mental disorders and 
how they affect people’s lives. I often 
see society is unaware and uninformed 
about them. I wanted to show that 
everyone can have these mental 
disorders, they are one of us. They are 
trying to overcome their struggles, and 
sometimes it is just frustrating. In
the film, she was happy with her life 
until she read a book. Then she slowly 
realized there was something wrong, 
and tried to change her life which is 
centered around daily rituals. She felt 
trapped, and I believe most of us feel 
the same from time to time. In this very
short film, there are few separate 
points and this is one of them. We live 
in a meaningless world, and we need 
to find motivation on some
level to keep living our lives. As you can 
see in the film, she read Albert Camus’ 
interpretation and comments on the 
Sisyphus story.
Actually, I was the one who really was 
influenced by it, and it occurred to 
me I can combine this philosophical 
thought with mental health issues to 
create more awareness.
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[MIS] What were the challenges of 
making this film?
[Atinc] Everything. It is a zero-budget 
film. To be more accurate, it is a
minus budget film. I bought basic 
equipment such as a gimbal, tripod
and mic. They did not work on the 
shooting day, and I just gave them
back. Due to my and Viktoria’s (actor 
who plays the main character)
busy schedule we had very short and 
limited time for shooting. It was
a total chaos until that day, but we 
managed to finish on time with
the exceptional help of Viktoria.

[MIS] Why did you choose to switch 
between black and white andcolored 
palette?
[Atinc] Feeling. I want to capture 
the feeling as much as possible. This 
includes angles, camera movements, 
sound design, lighting and color.
Before I started to shoot Absurd, I 
watched tons of short films about 
mental illnesses. One thing they have 
in common, and I find it inadequate, is 
almost 90% of the films are the same. 
They both show and tell depressed 
elements. Character is depressed, 
color is depressed, dialogue is 
depressed,sound is depressed. 
I wanted to create a deeper context, 
because this is how life really is. People
with mental illness have highs and lows, 
they have a life that hasn’t been shown 
in those films. I wanted to start by 
showing her daily life with more colorful 
elements, the tone and monologue are
encouraging. Then it gets more tense 
with the help of sound design and the 
cinematography. As you can see there 
is a point where she realized she can’t 
overcome her fears. Not yet! This is the 
point where depressive elements are 
included. Everything gets darker,
because her life gets darker. That change 
in colors symbolizes the
distinction.
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[MIS] What role does the music and the VO play in your Short Film?

[Atinc] First, I would like to say I am pretty satisfied with the Sound design and 

effects in Absurd. It is a product of good communication.

One of the lessons I learned during the post production process is that if you are 

the director, you have to describe your vision of the film to other professionals 

such as the sound designer. We had great communication and it is just like I 

imagined. I cannot think about a scene without music or sound. Visual and sound 

complete each other.

The scene where she walks towards the door had to be a very tense scene. I did 

not follow any cinematic rules. There is no symmetry, no stable camera etc. I 

wanted to create discomfort for the audience, because that is what she feels at 

that time. I used very strange angles throughout the film, I purposely shook the 

camera in some particular scenes, and I used point of view shots many times. 

Without a good sound design it does not mean anything. I am lucky to have 

worked with a great sound designer in this project who captured the feeling of 

the film and produced extraordinary music and effects.
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[MIS] What were the challenges of 
making this film?
[Atinc] Everything. It is a zero-budget 
film. To be more accurate, it is a minus 
budget film. I bought basic equipment 
such as a gimbal, tripod and mic. They 
did not work on the shooting day, and 
I just gave them back. Due to my and 
Viktoria’s (actor who plays the main 
character) busy schedule we had very 
short and limited time for shooting. It 
was a total chaos until that day, but 
we managed to finish on time with the 
exceptional help of Viktoria.

[MIS] If you were to shoot your short film 
again, what would you dodifferently?
[Atinc] Nothing, as I mentioned above, I 
want to remember this film as aunique 
experience. This was the first step of my 
career and I am pretty happy about it.
[MIS] What kind of films would you like 
to make in the future?
[Atinc] History films. I was always 
interested in history and I like doing 
research. Cinema helps to recreate the 
stories of the past.
Unfortunately, there are just a few 
directors that made historically 
accurate movies. Robert Eggers, and 
Ridley Scott are huge influences for me. 
We need more directors and producers 
that focus on that aspect of history and 
cinema. I am a person that wants to 
include philosophical and psychological 
elements in a script. It expands the 
story by making the struggle deeper. 
I believe our job as director is not to 
comfort people, it is to show the reality. 
I am looking to find an opportunity to 
combine my vision, interests and skills 
to tell a story from the past.

[MIS] After the movie is done shooting, 
is the final picture the same as he had 
visualized before the conception?
[Atinc] I don’t like to say I am perfectionist 
because I don’t like thosetypes of terms, 
but I can say that I am obsessed with 
details. We shot the film in November 
and I finished the post production in 
February/March.For a 4-minute running 
time, it is a lot. At one point, I told myself, 
it is my first film, and if I keep changing
things to improve it, there will be no 
personal story. I decided that when I get 
older, I want to look back and remember 
my first film as I first imagined and 
visualized in my mind. So, I just stop 
doing the changes.
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[MIS] Please tell us about your upcoming 
projects.
[Atinc] Absurd was my debut film 
and it had more success than I could 
haveimagined. I want to improve 
myself in my next projects without 
being impatient. In other words, I 
plan to extend the running time, and 
add a few more characters in my next 
project. Then, I expect more budget 
and staff that can help me throughout 
the production process. This is the plan 
I am going to follow. Every new project 
needs to be better
than the previous. There are few 
projects in development and I hope to 
shoot my next film in a few months.
[MIS] Do you have any advice for young 
filmmakers out there?
[Atinc] Watch films, read books, talk 
to people. Filmmaking is a unique 
profession that needs basic knowledge 
in many different areas of study. I see 
filmmaking as the intersection point 
of all branches of art. To have this kind 
of knowledge and give the audience a 
sense of them with important messages 
that are included in films, one has to 
improve themselves constantly.
[MIS] Any final thoughts at the end of 
this interview?
[Atinc] Thank you for the great questions. 
It is always an honor to be part of the 
Monthly Indie Shorts
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FILMCritique anD 
review

If you have ever searched the internet 
for information related to a film, then 
you may have come across pages of 
search results from sites who just 
seem to like talking about films. Some 
of them are big websites that belong 
to major publications while others are 
the ramblings of people who talk about 
films as a hobby. What I find interesting 
is that everyone has their own way of 
describing what they do, some refer to 
themselves as a film critic and others 
say they are a film reviewer and yes, 
I’m one too - classing myself as the 
latter will explain why later on. But 
the question is “is there any difference 
between a film critic and film reviewer 
and does it really matter?”
So, what makes a film critic, well just 
one thing in my opinion - experience!
A movie critic is someone who can 
appreciate all the intricacies of film-
making, starting with the acting to 
directing and everything that goes 
in-between. They are well-versed on 
different techniques of film production 
and they are well aware of the roles 
each member of a film’s crew plays 
on set. In this way, movie critics can 
create surveys based on words from 
first hand experience!

Film critics make a habit of seeing 
basically any movie that comes out, no 
matter how in or out of their comfort 
zone it may be. Bad movies or tedious 
books on the art of filmmaking can 
be avoided if they don’t seem worth 
watching to begin with, but film 
critics impress us by going deep and 
even reviewing older films that are 
considered classics rather than putting 
them on a pedestal from which nobody 
will ever care to look back down at. 
They basically know their stuff and 
work hard to keep on top of things 
rather than your average person on 
the street who tends to watch those 
films they love and little else.

John C.
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Filmmaking practically means 
implementing ideas and mental 
concerns in the form of video and 
sharing it.
I have learned filmmaking from Mr. 
Asghar Farhadi, but I realized that my 
style in filmmaking is unique to me. 
There is nothing more beautiful and 
attractive than working experimentally, 
and this means having the courage to 
speak, but let’s not forget that the film 
should do its job. I heard this sentence 
from Mr. Abbas Kiarostami and this is 
a very important thing because usually 
everyone tries to say something special 
in their movies, but the important 
thing is that whoever sees the movie 
should do whatever It have to do. Go 
experience it, listen well, see well and 
be aware that, don’t say; Show.
We filmmakers must know cameras, 
know psychology, know sociology, 
for anyone. I repeat. : The film know 
philosophy, know the details that the 
audience likes, but in addition to all this, 
for anyone. I repeat. : The film should 
do its job. We do not need to make a 
transcendental effort.

Erfan Montazeri
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You’re just starting out as a 
scriptwriter, but there isn’t much 
money available. I’ll share some 
advice with you that will be helpful. 
All you need to do is write your script 
with intelligence and creativity. 
Learn how to adjust your spending! 
You must first choose your spots wisely. 
 
-Have fewer sites; more locations 
equal higher prices.
 
- To reduce transportation costs, if 
you require many venues, at least pick 
ones that are close to one another.
 
- If you reside in a city, avoid writing 
a script about an event occurring in 
a jungle. Be resourceful and make 
advantage of the nearby resources.
 
Consider ways to cut costs with the 
performers and characters.

- A small character count is 
less expensive. Should be 
sufficient in four to five pieces. 
- Make sure your script is brief. If you’re 
on a tight budget, you won’t be able 
to compensate skilled performers. 
- Create a network with actors. Look 
for affordable actors. 

Look for those who are more focused 
on starting than on getting paid well. 
Additional advice for writers of script 
- Avert scenes with cars! They are pricey. 
- Avoid use specialist props. Instead, 
look for free items. Be creative!!

- Create a file in which all of the 
expenses are recorded. Controlling 
your budget will then be much simpler. 
If it turns out that you are going 
over the budget, modify your script. 
 
I’m confident that I have a lot more 
ideas. If you use your imagination, it’s 
simple to do things at a minimal price. 
Blessings!

Nick A

tIpslow bugDet
SCriptwriting



UsIng RoyaLty FREE 
MUsIc

MONTHLY INDIE SHORTS MAGAZINE

21

Each and every video must have music. By highlighting 
the tone and spirit of your video project, it engages 
your target audience. A popular song might be ideal 
for your video, but it does not give you the right to 
utilize it. Most of the time, you lack the right.
So what kind of music is appropriate for your Vimeo 
or YouTube video? The majority of commercial music 
is copyrighted, and over the past ten years, YouTube 
has developed a system to identify and flag people 
who have violated these rights. The system of YouTube 
compares the music you utilized in your project to their 
library of music with copyright protection. YouTube 
can then report the number of views on your video and 
return it to the copyright holder using the Content ID 
system. Additionally, YouTube has the power to play 
advertising over your video, mute the audio, and even erase it entirely.

Finding the composers, producers, and songwriters of the original 
commercial music and securing a license from them is conceivable, but the 
procedure is undoubtedly not quick or cheap. For instance, various parties 
may be responsible for this copyright. First, the performer or artist owns the 
performance rights to the song. Next, the composer owns the compositional 
copyright to the music. Finally, the record label may also possess the sound 
recording copyright to the track. You may have to shell out a sizable sum 
(in the tens of thousands of dollars) to secure a license from each of the 
following parties in order to use their music in your video.

Thankfully, there is a cost-effective option to this work and pricey procedure. 
Visit the YouTube Copyright Center to learn more about the 
limitations on utilizing copyrighted music in internet videos. 
The best quick, affordable, and of course entirely legal substitute for pricey 
custom music or commercial license alternatives is royalty-free music, 
sometimes known as stock music for YouTube. After purchasing a royalty-
free music license, the licensee can use the track on as many projects as 
they like for as long as they like without having to pay any further expenses. 
Additionally, a lot of music libraries permit YouTube video content producers 
to make money off of videos that feature their music.

For well-known YouTube and Vimeo creators who rely on the ad revenue 
that their channels generate, this is crucial. Stock music is a popular and 
convenient source of high-quality music for many professional YouTube, 
Vimeo, and social media video content providers.
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ATHAME
DIRECTED BY DIMITRIOS KARAS

homework in properly researching and 
preparing for their roles. 
Technically, again we enjoyably 
experience the talent of  “Karas” who 
not only understands the true language 
of filmmaking but also displays a level of 
maturity in his cinematography that even 
the most experienced of filmmakers 
might not grasp.

After watching the work, it took 
me sometime to decide on how to 
commence my review (a matter that 
doesn’t happen often) since I couldn’t 
find the proper way to start talking 
about a real piece of art that deserves 
to be appreciated for all its aspects 
and especially for the effort done by 
the talented writer/director “Dimitrios 
Karas”.
Starting with the screenplay, “Karas” 
proved to be of a much higher standard 
than your average writer with his brilliant 
approach to a topic that has been 
dealt with before and could have been 
easily a major set back, but the total 
opposite happened with his perfectly 
knit script that gave the viewers an 
intense experience with an unexpected 
twist in the end that is definitely a sign 
of maturity and growing experience 
add to that the dialogue between the 
characters aided in giving this piece of 
work a unique identity and a high level 
of realism. Acting wise both actresses 
excelled in their roles and worked with 
complete synergy and understanding 
between each other; this propelled the 
work into a higher level of excellence, the 
way that they used their body language 
and facial expressions shows the extent 
to which they professionally did their



I From his choice of frames and camera 
angles to the color pallet; they all reflect 
the intended mood of the film and were 
able to transport the audience into the 
world of each and every moment as 
it unfolds on the timeline, the editing 
and music used are also main factors in 
making this experience more and more 

efficacious.
To conclude, a real standing ovation is 
due to all of the cast and crew involved 
since they gave us a real piece of film 
that they can be proud of and allowed 
us to enjoy their work. This film is a must 
see for all the reasons stated above and 
much more, from its topic to the minute 
details it is a real breath of fresh air in the 
filming industry, having said that we will 
be definitely on the lookout for the next 
piece of art by the multi talented “Karas”.

N.Khouri Ph.D

about 
DimitrioS

I am an Italian director who grew 

up on bread and film. Cinephile for 

passion I am a devourer of worlds.

After some amateur projects 

in 2018 I made a short film that 

is selected at the FiPILI horror 

festival in Livorno.

Encouraged by this result in 2019 I 

complete the filming of my second 

project entitled “La Ricorrenza – 

The anniversary”.

in 2020 “La Ricorrenza-The 

anniversary” collects 11 selections 

and wins 6 awards.
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in Depth Critique
LET ME
DIRECTED BY ARAM MANUKYAN
It is always a delight when reviewing a 
documentary, especially when it is as 
good as the work at hand, being able to 
honor one’s father in such a manner is not 
something that your average film maker 
can come up with, the ability to translate 
emotions into such a beautiful piece of 
art is to be applauded, this film takes the 
viewers onto the intimate journey of a 
father/artist who is more than talented.

“Let me” is not just about documenting 
the life of an artist, but it is much 
more than that since it succeeded in 
transporting the viewers into the realm 
of a man who dedicated his life to his 
work and in shedding light on the fatherly 
figure that any child would be proud to 
have. The combination between the 
script and the more than talented voice 
over of  “Babken Chobanyan” the famous 
Armenian actor known not only for his 
charming voice but his acting skills who 
led him to receive the privilege of being 
awarded by the president of Armenia the 
title of “The Honored Artist of Armenia” 
propelled the work into an even higher 
level of attainment, the words chosen 
reflects the writer’s love and admiration 
to his idol, as they genuinely flow into 
the audiences inner self and makes them 
contemplate on various aspects of the 
meaning of life and existence (Fig. 1) .

FIG.1: YOUR LIFE IS YOUR LIFE
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Another aspect that the script sheds 
light on is the fact that nothing should 
stand in the way of your dreams, even 
if it is something as huge as a pandemic 
(Fig. 2).

Add to that the semantic connotation 
of the “father” facing himself in a self 
– reflective moment (Fig. 3) which 
is far from the usual “cliché” seen in 
such scenes, it is rather a well crafted 
sentimental moment that reflects “Aram 
Manukyan’s” sense of cinematic maturity 
and understanding of the language of 
film.

Technically, again we have the magical 
touch of writer/director “Aram 
Manukyan” who is a living proof of the 
saying: “simplicity makes the ultimate 
sophistication”. 

 It is imperative to stress on the fact that 
he is a first time film which makes it all 
the more impressive on his ability to 
manipulate the diegesis and master the 
cinematographic language; be it from his 
choice of frames and editing style to the 
color pallet chosen and overall mood, he 
was able to construct a film that even the 
most experienced of film makers might 
have difficulties doing it the same way 
that he did. The music used also played 
a major role in the establishment of the 
desired mood in each and every scene 
as it brilliantly carried the viewer into 
the mind set of the “father” and made 
the watching experience all the more 
enjoyable.

In the end, this work is definitely worthy 
of a standing ovation and as “Aram 
Manukyan” himself said that “films 
should evoke emotions”, this film is an 
a explicit pleasant emotional ride that 
talks to each and everyone by evoking 
intimate personal memories lived with 
our parents, especially those of us who 
lost theirs and can only reminisce on 
special moments lived with our heroes. 
A must see film for anyone who enjoys 
and understands the value of a job well 
done, writer/director “Aram Manukyan” 
aka “Aramtino” is someone who we will 
be definitely following up in his future 
endeavors since he swept us off our 
feet with his first piece of work and 
we can not wait until he does it again. 
 
N.Khouri 
Ph.D 
 
Monthly Indie Shorts

FIG 2: THERE IS ALWAYS LIGHT SOMEWHERE

FIG. 3: SELF - REFLEcTION



about 
aram

Aram Manukyan studied at 
the Yerevan State Institute 
of Theater and Cinema in 
the period of 2005-2010. 
Has been creating 
author films since 2020. 
Let Me Aram Manukyans 
first film.

Do you like to 
write an artiCle 

about Filmmaking 
anD publiSh it in  

monthly inDie ShortS 
magaZine?

SenD it to uS by Filling 
the inFo at monthly 
inDie ShortS  anD we 

will make Sure to 
publiSh it!
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Filmmaking 
FaCtS

Today, we have movies in digital form. However, we did not have this concept 100 
years ago. During those times, film ruled the entire world. This was the era when 
audio movies and pictures were recorded on thin film-like tapes. In this article, we 
are going to take a look at a few fun facts about film making.

1. The Invention of Cameras
The history of motion pictures goes back 
to the 18th century when the very first 
camera was invented. In the beginning, the 
length of the movies was very short and 
they were silent. It was due to the limited 
technology available during that time.

2. Bands

You may think it was not interesting to 
watch a silent movie in a theatre. To prevent boredom, they used to play live music 
during the playback of the movie. So, there was a group of musicians around the 
stage to amuse the viewers watching the silent film.

3. The Panorama Shot

In 1987, panning cameras were used for the 
first time in the film making industry. Before 
that time, cameras were not movable. 
Therefore, they had to move the whole 
camera along with the tripod in order to get any type of movement on the film. The 
new cameras made it much easier to take moving shots.

4. Frames per second

The early cameras could only record at 16 frames per second. However, today’s 
35mm cameras are capable of recording frames at a speed of 25 frames per second. 
Also, today’s modern games can handle up to 250 frames per second. Unlike the 
old cameras, today’s cameras are a hundred times better in all aspects.
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5. Image processing

To sense movement, the human brain requires at least 13 frames per second of 
speed. Since old movies had a speed of 16 frames per second, they looked quite 
unnatural and choppy. So, the image processing speed of those ancient cameras 
was quite slow.

6. The First Movie Theaters

At the beginning of 19th century, the 
majority of movies were viewed in 
conventional carnivals or theatres. After 
the advent of movie theatres, almost 
all movies were shifted from traditional 
theatres to the new theatres.

7. Length of the Film Reels

A regular film reel runs at a speed of 25 frames per second. The length of the reel is 
1000 feet and lasts around 11 minutes. Therefore, the projectionist had to connect 
new reels in order to provide an uninterrupted movie watching experience.

8. The Titanic Movie
In 1997, titanic movie was released, which had a run time of more than 3 hours. 
So, more than 17 reels were used for every copy of the movie. Therefore, the total 
length of the reel was more than 17000 feet.

9. Digital Light Processing (DLP)

Today’s movie theatres make use of digital 
video projectors. This technology is known 
as DLP or Digital Light Processing. Therefore, 
today’s movie studios don’t use film reels 
anymore.

So, these are some fun facts about film making. Hopefully, you will enjoy this 
article.



Roberto Leite
I would like to thank you immensely for the warm 
welcome of my film in your festival. I feel honored 
by the serious selection and award. I want to wish 
the festival much success and thank you once 
again for welcoming and allowing us to tell our 
story.

Dimitris Nezis
I feel proud to have connected with MIS team, and 
also to be a winner. All team is extremely helpful, 
friendly and professional! They deserve top spot 
in film festivals worldwide! Thank you so much!

Ali Diab
Enjoyed participating this festival and it’s such a 
great idea to have winers every month.

Will Turner Brett
A* Give them an award too

t
E

s
t

IM
o

n
Ia

Ls
Guru M V
Amazing festival. Thank You Jury for judging our short film “Not 

Me” as Award Winner. This means a lot for upcoming filmmakers 

like me. The festival is well organised. There was a seamless 

communication at all stages.

We are proud to be part of this festival. Truly motivated..
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 BEST SHORT FILM
BALANcE

AUDIENcE AWARD
GREEN HEIGHT pOINT

JURY cHOIcE
METRO D

SpEcIAL MENTION
TAG

BEST  ExpERIMENTAL SHORT FILM
pENSER DORMIR RêVER 

BEST  INSpIRATIONAL SHORT FILM
TIMELESS

BEST  cOMEDY SHORT FILM
AN HONOURABLE MAN

BEST  AcTION SHORT FILM
LAMINAE VERITATIS

BEST THRILLER SHORT FILM
MIDNIGHT

BEST MUSIc VIDEO
DARkER

BEST STUDENT SHORT FILM
ONE MORE TIME

BEST  MIcRO SHORT FILM
pINk ROSE BALLET

BEST  DIREcTOR
MIcHA MEYER - NIGHTWISH

BEST  FIRST TIME DIREcTOR
ALESSANDRO pIGA - WHERE IT ALL BEGAN

BEST  cINEMATOGRApHY
STEp BY STEp

BEST  AcTING DUO
JAkE & DAN -  FELIcIA STALzER - 

DESHAWN YOUNG

BEST  ROMANTIc cOMEDY SHORT FILM,
WHERE IT ALL BEGAN

BEST STUDENT ANIMATION SHORT FILM
THE AUTHOR

BEST ORIGINAL ScORE
THE SOUND EYE

BEST SOUND DESIGN
INTERVIEWING LANcE MASTERSON

BEST EDITING
kHAYA - HOME IS WHERE THE MIND IS

BEST  AcTOR
pAUL BLAck - kNUckLES

BEST  AcTRESS
MILENA VOGT - NIGHTWISH

BEST ANIMATION SHORT FILM
BROWNIES

BEST  STUDENT SHORT FILM
kING OF kINGS

 

BEST SHORT FILM
BROkEN SHELTER 

AUDIENcE AWARD
cROW cHIck 

JURY cHOIcE
UNDER TENSION

SpEcIAL MENTION
BIRTHDAY BASH 

BEST  ExpERIMENTAL SHORT FILM
DARk cLASSIcS   

BEST  INSpIRATIONAL SHORT FILM
UTAkATA SHOJO 

BEST  cOMEDY SHORT FILM
THE NAkED TRUTH 

BEST  AcTION SHORT FILM
LORD HAVE MERcY

BEST DOcUMENTARY
DIGGING FOR LIFE

BEST THRILLER SHORT FILM
WESTBOUND

BEST MUSIc VIDEO
kENDRA’S SONG FORGIVENESS

BEST STUDENT SHORT FILM
ONE MORE TIME

BEST  MIcRO SHORT FILM
THE BALLOON GIRL

BEST STUDENT ANIMATION SHORT FILM
SERVIcE ERROR 

BEST ORIGINAL ScORE
THE SOUND EYE

BEST SOUND DESIGN
LIFE

BEST EDITING
kENDRA’S SONG FORGIVENESS 

BEST  AcTOR
HIMIE FREEMAN  - THE ULTIMATUM

BEST  AcTRESS
pOISON ALEASHA - BURGESS

BEST  AcTING DUO
TóxIcO  FERNANDA BRANDãO - GIOVANNI MATTEI

BEST  DIREcTOR
LEE D BARNES - WHERE THE NOISE ENDS

BEST  FIRST TIME DIREcTOR
JAMES ELDEN - SpEAk NO EVIL

BEST  cINEMATOGRApHY
SpEAk NO EVIL 
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“Basically, I’m afraid of 
everything in life, except 
filmmaking.”

Lars Von Trier.


