
THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT     
Deacon Terry Murphy 

Today on this second Sunday of Advent – the 
longest Advent possible – and we meet John the 
Baptist. You’ll notice, we always meet John the 
Baptist this week. John is always the subject of 
the gospel in the second Sunday of Advent. John 
the Baptist is the voice crying out in the wilder-
ness… Prepare the way of the Lord. Make his 
paths straight.”  

It’s hard to think of any person in history who 
could compare with St. John the Baptist. John was 
a complete outsider. He remained always on the 
margins of civilisation. He did not go to the peo-
ple: they had to come to him. John sought no 
political power. He never raised an army. It seems 
that he never tried to make himself pleasing to 
anyone and had no time for tact or diplomacy. Yet 
clearly, he had a massive impact on the whole 
society of his time. No one could ignore him, from 
the highest political and religious authorities, to 
the lowest of the common people. He must have 
had quite extraordinary charismatic appeal. 

All four Gospels quote the text of Isaiah in refer-
ence to St. John the Baptist: A voice of one that 
cries in the desert: Prepare a way for the Lord, 
make his paths straight (Is 40:3).  

Isn’t it interesting that the gospel tells us that the 
Lord needs a way, a path, prepared in order to 
come to us? Isn’t it remarkable that the Lord, 
God, needs something from us, God’s creation, in 
order to come to us in the way in which God 
would like. This fits in with the nature of John the 
Baptist’s mission – a mission of preparation. It is a 
beginning, not an ending. 

While we are preparing to make room in our 
homes for more stuff, John is asking us to prepare 

room for God, to make room for God.  

But maybe after listening to John it’s tempting to 
look at the Advent wreath, with its two lit candles, 
and see the season of Advent as merely the 
countdown to Christmas. Let’s leave this wild man 
behind. We know Christmas came last year – in a 
much more limited fashion thanks to Covid. It will 
come again this year just like it has for almost 
2000 years. It’s only a few more weeks away. So 
maybe we can dismiss John’s message as just 
another folktale. Maybe it’s the rambling of a guy 
who’s spent too much time by himself in the de-
sert eating grasshoppers. Or perhaps we hear the 
message and think about all those other people to 
whom it applies. You know, the Pharisees the 
Sadducees and the C&E Catholics; someone other 
than us. 

But we can’t do that.  

Every year in Advent, we remind ourselves, as 
John reminds us today, that Jesus is coming, and 
that means we need to repent, to change, to force 
ourselves into new ways of seeing the world and 
ourselves. Repentance isn’t just regret, it’s not 
just saying, “I’m sorry.” Repentance means turn-
ing down a new road, finding a new path, it 
means change. 

John reminds us that our hope carries with it obli-
gation. If Jesus is coming, if God has – in fact – 
never left us alone in the first place and will some-
day become real, touchable, flesh again; there are 
a few things we had better think about. “Repent!” 
John cries – “Change!” But why? What does the 
arrival of God, the nearness of the kingdom of 
Heaven, have to do with us changing? 

If what we do here in this life is about more than  
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PARISH LITURGIES 
 

 —SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT—   
December 04 – December 10 

 

 

Tuesday, December 06 - St. Nicholas 

8:30 am           +  Ludovina Araujo & 

         Manuel Frietas 

Wednesday, December 07 - St. Ambrose 

8:30 am          +  Sybil O’Leary 

Thursday, December 08  - Solemnity of The  

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

8:30 am    Private Intention                 

Friday, December 09 - St. Juan Diego 

8:30 am    +  Domenico & Mary 

        Ciaccia      

9:00 – 10:00 am Adoration 
 

 —THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT— 

 

Saturday, December 10 - Our Lady of Loreto 

4:00 – 4:30 pm  Reconciliation 

5:00 pm  For:          

+ Jose Pinheiro, + Lawrence Kelly, + Brian Barrett,                       
+ Theresa Barrow, + Lilly D’Souza, + Phil Litchenberger, 
+ Horatio Figueiredo and deceased family members, 
Int. Joan Carlos, Int. Montette Kayeux de Chacon  

Sunday, December 11  

9:00 am  For our 

11:00 am  Parish 
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SANCTUARY LAMP 
 

Our Sanctuary lamp will be lit this week in 
memory of the deceased members of the 

Paikeday Family     

 

Parishioners are invited to sponsor the Sanctuary Lamp that 

hangs above the tabernacle. This candle burns 24 hours a day, 

seven days a week as a sign of honour to Our Lord. If you wish to 

sponsor the Sanctuary Lamp for a special intention during a spe-

cific week, please contact the parish office. The cost is a $10 

donation per week. Your intention will be noted in our weekly 

bulletin. 

making ourselves feel good; If God is real and Jesus is coming, 
then everything that common sense tells us about our world and 
our priorities is wrong… dead wrong; because Jesus sets an entire-
ly different standard.  

Wealth? It’s worthless before a savior who said, “Blessed are the 
poor.”  

Power? According to Jesus the real power lies among the meek.  

Success? In the kingdom of heaven, the only accomplishment that 
matters is loving other people. 

The readings today teach that total repentance is an achievable 
task, but it takes time. The repentance of Advent is a call for trans-
formation.  

What do you find when you examine your life? What truth does 
St. John hold before us? What patterns of behavior destroy our 
lives and relationships? Do the examination. Repent, change, not 
because we are bad, defective, or deficient but because we are 
worth it; because we have been created in the image and likeness 
of God, because God loves us, and God is coming. Today the sec-
ond purple candle is lit. This candle typically represents faith or 
love. Some traditions call this the "Bethlehem Candle," symboliz-
ing Christ's manger. Focus on that candle and ponder: What parts 
of my life require more “practice?” 
 
When we repent, God gives us relief from the burden of sin, be-
cause He bore that burden on Calvary. When we repent God gives 
us the chance to live again. “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
has come near.” 

The Christian life is a race. Unlike the earthly races, however, we 
don’t run to win but to finish the race and finish it well. How we 
finish is what matters, not the way we started. Not how we ran 
because nobody is perfect and we cannot completely rule out the 
risk of stumbling.  

The lifestyle of John the Baptist and his Philosophy of Ministry 
makes him an insignificant man with an outstanding Ministry. His 
life was very short. His Ministry didn’t last long. But one day God 
definitely told him: ‘Well done, good and faithful slave! You have 
been faithful with a few things. I will put you in charge of many 
things. Enter into the joy of your master.”  

Will God be able to tell the same about you and me? – 

RECONCILIATION IN ADVENT 

There will be an extra opportunity to receive the Sacrament 

of Reconciliation during Advent on Thursday, December 

15th at 7:00 pm in the Church. Partake in this beautiful gift 

of forgiveness and  healing in preparation for Christmas. 

THE EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATION FOR CHRISTMAS 

Christmas Eve – Saturday December 24, 2022 

 5:00 pm 

 7:15 pm (Carols begin at 7:00 pm) 

 11:30 pm (Carols begin at 11:15 pm) 

Christmas Day – Sunday December 25, 2022 

 9:00 am 

 11:00 am 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God  - Holy Day of Obligation 

 Saturday, December 31, 2022 – 5:00 pm 

 Sunday, January 1, 2023 – 9:00 am   &   11:00 am 

Reservations are NOT required. 

 

SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT 

Lord God, Heavenly Father, pour down your mercies upon our 

pastors as they lead us in preparation for the coming of your 

Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. Especially during these days of 

Advent, grant them wisdom as they attend to the needs of those 

they serve and keep them strong for facing the hectic schedule 

and long hours that awaits them. Stir in them a spirit of re-

newed energy, excitement and anticipation as the dear Christ 

enters in. Amen. 

https://www.learnreligions.com/bible-verses-about-love-701360
https://www.learnreligions.com/city-of-bethlehem-overview-700678
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-the-nativity-of-jesus-700743
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HAMILTON DIOCESE PRAYER CALENDAR 

Monday, December  5 Rev. Duy Van Nguyen 

Tuesday, December 6 Rev. Hayden Starczala 

Wednesday, December 7  Order of Preachers 
(Dominican) (O.P.) 

Thursday, December 8 Rev. John Van Hees 

Friday, December 9 Very Rev. James Petrie, E.V. 

Saturday, December 10 Rev. Gerald Mulhall 

THE ART OF ACCOMPANIMENT – MINISTERS’ WORK-
SHOP 

On December 10th a par-

ish ministers’ workshop 

will be held by Michael 

Aguiar, our Youth Minis-

ter. All parish volunteers 

and ministers are invited 

and encouraged to attend 

for an opportunity to re-

discover the gift of minis-

try. More info and registration is available on the parish website. 

CHRISTMAS DAY FAMILY MASS  AT 11:00 AM 

Children in Grades 5 and up are invited to participate in our parish 

Christmas Family Mass as actors or readers!  With Christmas fast 

approaching, we have limited time so your child must attend all the 

rehearsals if they wish to participate. (High school helpers can get 

volunteer hours: Please confirm your commitment to participate by 

emailing Mrs. Colleen Gamble at colleengamble123@gmail.com 

and CC the email to Michael Aguiar – Parish Youth Minister at  

 michael@saintdominic.ca  

BAMBINELLI SUNDAY   

For the past several decades, the Pope has 

blessed the Baby Jesus figurines from Nativity 

Scenes that belong to families, and the families 

themselves, in St. Peter’s Square in Rome. The 

blessing generally takes place on Gaudete Sun-

day, the third Sunday of Advent, and is known as Bambinelli Sun-

day. The blessing of the ‘Bambinelli’ – as they are known in Rome – 

reminds us that the Nativity scene is a school of life where we can 

learn the secrets of true joy. 

All are invited to bring your Baby Jesus figurines from your homes 

to weekend Masses of Saturday/Sunday, December 10/11, to be 

blessed as we, too, celebrate our own Bambinelli Sunday. After the 

blessing you are encouraged to take your ‘Bambinelli’ home and 

place it in a gift box, wrap the box and save it for Christmas. Let this 

be the first gift you open on Christmas day and as you lay Jesus in 

the Manger, allow this moment to be a reminder of the great bless-

ings we receive at Christmas.  

CONQUEST AND CHALLENGE 

During last week’s Conquest and Challenge meeting the youth of 

our parish took part in a special campaign partnering with Halton 

Alive. Everyone took part in the Inspire Hope Campaign bringing joy 

and inspiring hope in the lives of seniors in our community. Along 

with other schools, youth groups and families, St. Dominic Youth 

Ministry contributed in creating and reaching Halton Alive’s goal of 

6,300 snowflakes!  It was a beautiful moment to teach the children 

how special the elderly in our community are. They have great sto-

ries and wisdom to share. We discussed how they’ve lived a full life, 

and take care of us and now it is important that we in turn take 

care of them and remember to show them the same love and care. 

These snowflakes are now being delivered across all 52 long term 

care and retirement homes across Halton. Thank you to everyone 

who participated! 

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 

ANGEL CHRISTMAS TREE 

The Angel Christmas Tree for seniors is back. Please pick a card 

hanging from the Angel Tree. Bring a wrapped gift for that person 

with the name tag attached by December 19th. Thank you! 

mailto:colleengamble123@gmail.com
mailto:michael@saintdominic.ca
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    Please support our sponsors! 

To Advertise with us, 
please contact the parish 
office: 

    905-827-2373  or 

office@saintdominic.ca 


