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PARISH LITURGIES 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

WEEK OF DECEMBER 5 – DECEMBER 11 
 
Tuesday, December 7 
8:30 am   + Sybil O’Leary 
 
 
Wednesday, December 8 
8:30 am   + Jose Pinheiro 
 
Thursday, December 9 
8:30 am  + Ian Hope 
     
Friday, December 10 
8:30 am   + Donna O’Donnell  
9 - 10 am     Adoration 
 
Saturday, December 11 
4:00 pm – Reconciliation 
5:00 pm -   + Ludovina Araujo 
   + Donna O’Donnell 
   + Nick D’Alonzo 
   + Marcella Ciuffreda 
   + Jose Pinheiro 
   + Michael Cragg 
   + Gerald McGraw 
   + Rita Merrick 
       

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

Sunday, December 12 
9:00 am For our 
11:00 am   parish 
 

 

 

Second Sunday of Advent 

 
 

“The Lord has done great things 
 for us, we are filled with joy. “ 

 

The Saint Dominic Sanctuary Lamp is lit this 
week for the repose of the soul of  

Audrey Clarke 
 

 
If you wish to sponsor this vigil candle for a special 
intention for a specific week, you are asked to contact 
the office and make a $10 donation for a specific 
week. Similar to Mass intentions, your sponsorship 
will be noted in our weekly, online bulletin. 
 

 

 

CHRISTMAS LITURGIES 

As you make your plans to celebrate the Solemnity of 
the Nativity of Christ, please note the date and time 
for celebrations in our parish.  
Christmas Eve 

Friday, December 24 
* 4:00; *5:45; *7:00; 11:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Day 
Saturday, December 25 

  8:30am; 10:15am; 12:00 pm  
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 

Sunday, December 26 - 9:00; 11:00 
The Solemnity of Mary Mother of God  
  Friday, December 31 – 5:00 pm  

Saturday, January 1 – 10:00 am  
Epiphany of the Lord 

Saturday, January 1 – 5:00 pm 
Sunday, January 2 – 9:00am; 11:00am 
 
 

*Please note: You must register for the 4:00pm 
mass by calling the parish office. For the 
5:45pm and the 7:00pm Christmas Eve 
liturgies you must register on-line to reserve 
your seat. 
 

https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiZ2K6q9fneAhXox4MKHT0lC6QQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.shalfleet.net/advent/secondweek.htm&psig=AOvVaw21Df88KIu-MKLcNScdgW9f&ust=1543591693122744
https://saintdominicoakville.eventbrite.com/
https://saintdominicoakville.eventbrite.com/
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Second Sunday of Advent – Homily – December 5, 2021 – Candle of Peace 
Today, on this 2nd Sunday of Advent, we continue to prepare for the coming of our Messiah - we are called to 
repent and believe. Repentance opens the way for a relationship with God. The gospel today sets up the 
time of John the Baptist. We don’t actually hear from John the Baptist until the next verse (7) after today’s 
Gospel, when he comes out swinging from the wilderness and shouts to the crowd, “You brood of vipers…”  
 

But until then, today’s gospel introduces the one crying out in the wild. We are introduced to his presence, 
and the stage is set for his arrival. The arrival of the one written about by the prophet Isaiah, “The voice of 
one crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”  
John comes out of the wilderness where the Word of God had come to him. John, you may remember, ate 
locusts and wild honey in addition to living out in the wilderness. His attire consisted of clothing made of 
camel’s hair and a leather belt -- not exactly the most fashionable clothes of the day. He’s certainly not the 
type of person you would expect to have some part of preparing for the coming of the Savior of the world.  
But John didn’t stay in the desert. The gospel tells us he went into all the country around the Jordan River, 
preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, just as his father had sung that he would in 
the temple those many years before. But why was it necessary and what does that have to do with you and 
me in Advent 2021?  
 

Note that today’s gospel isn’t about Jesus. It’s actually not even about John the Baptist. In fact, today’s Gospel 
opens with an unexpected litany of political, economic, and religious leaders and officials. Luke sets the 
stage for John’s entrance by rattling off the who’s-who of first century people in power.  
John shares the way to prepare for the coming of the Messiah as it was foretold by the Prophet Isaiah. First, 
we are called to confess our sin to God. We hear in our Gospel: "He went into all the region around the 
Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins..."  
Confessing, admitting that we are sinners is at the heart of repentance. We are called to repent; we are 
called to confess our sins.  
 

REPENT. That is John’s message. It’s a very important part of our Advent journey.  
Repentance is not the same as when a child does something to their sibling and the parent says: “Now tell 
your sister/brother you’re sorry,” and the child says it. But you can tell by the tone of “I’m sorry” that the 
only thing they’re sorry about is getting caught. This is the key message of the gospel today 
John is not only speaking to the people around the Jordan those 2000 years ago, but he also speaks to us 
today. You see, just like that child who mutters the insincere “I’m sorry” to his sister/brother, we do the 
same with God when it comes to our sinfulness and God can see right through it. There are many ways this 
happens. 
One way this happens is when we tend to look at someone else as we confess our sin, or when we’re caught 
in sin, we get defensive and say, “Well, at least I’m not as bad as so and so. Now there is a real sinful person, 
I’m not that bad.” Often times, this mind set leads us to the point where we ignore our own sinfulness 
altogether. Sure, it’s very easy to point to the sins of other people; in fact, I think quite often, it’s a favorite 
pastime of our sinful nature. If anything, it reassures us we’re not that bad, actually, we’re doing pretty well 
on our own. That’s NOT repentance. God sees right through it. 
Or another example is refusal to acknowledge what God terms as sinful behavior as just acceptable or 
changing with the times. We’re under a lot of pressure these days to cave into what our world would want 
us to believe is not sinful behavior, and term it “acceptable” or as an “alternative lifestyle” or excuse one’s 
sinful behavior by saying something along the lines of “Well, that’s just the way God made me, so that’s what 
I do.”  But Christ is coming. “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of 
my family, you did it to me.”  
Christ comes to us in the most unlikely of places wearing the most unlikely of faces. 
Therefore, keep awake–Christ may come suddenly and find you asleep. 
 Be prepared! Keep awake! Be alert, for we know not when Christ comes.  
REPENT. Prepare the way for Christ. 
 

-Deacon Terry Murphy 
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BAMBINELLI SUNDAY  

Next Weekend 
 

Bring Your Baby Jesus  
Figurines to Church 

 
 

The Third Sunday of Advent marks John Paul II's 
beloved tradition of ‘Bambinelli Sunday.' 

 

St. John Paul II began a tradition early on in his 
papacy – he invited the children of Rome to assemble 
in St. Peter’s Square on the Third Sunday of Advent. 
He asked them to bring their little statue of the baby 
Jesus from their home Nativity set for a special 
blessing on Gaudete Sunday. Pope Benedict XVI and 
Pope Francis continued the tradition – one that we 
celebrate each year at Saint Dominic parish. 
All are invited to bring your baby Jesus figurines to 
any of the three Masses next weekend, December 
11/12. They will be blessed as we too celebrate our 
own Bambinelli Sunday. After the blessing you are 
encouraged to take your ‘Bambinelli’ home and place 
it in a gift box, wrap the box and save it for Christmas. 
Let this be the first gift you open on Christmas day – 
as you lay Jesus in the Manager, allow this moment to 
be a reminder of the great blessings we receive at 
Christmas. 
It is a beautiful Advent tradition, one that sanctifies 
the home with the baby Jesus and makes his arrival 
in the manger scene an even more joyous event. 
 

 
RECONCILIATION IN ADVENT  

 
There will be the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
available during the Season of Advent every 
Saturday afternoon from 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm, 
beginning December 4th until December 18th, as 
well as on Friday, December 10th from 9:00am – 
10:00am. 
 

 
ACCOMPANIST NEEDED 

We are in need of an accompanist for the 9:00 
am Mass. If you are interested, please contact the 
parish office. 

 

“All flesh shall see the  
Salvation of God.” 

 
SUNDAY OFFERING ENVELOPES  

Sunday offering envelopes for 2022 are available in 
the Parish Centre for all who are currently using 
envelopes. As we approach a new fiscal in January, 
we ought to consider our individual and collective 
responsibility for the upkeep in our parish facilities, 
the support of our parish staff and the promotion of 
God’s reign through the many education outreach 
activities of our parish. Parishioners who are not 
currently using envelopes but wish to do so, please 
contact the parish secretary during office hours. 
 
 

CONQUEST & CHALLENGE 
St. Dominic Youth Ministry's Conquest and Challenge 
program has begun. The next meeting will be on 
Tuesday, December 14th from 6:30 – 8 pm at Saint 
Dominic School. We are very happy to welcome new 
members and leaders to our clubs and excited to 
continue fostering a relationship with Christ. If you 
wish to register your children, please visit 
www.saintdominic.ca/youth or contact our Youth 
Minister at the parish office. 

 
 

St. Dominic Youth Ministry  
Christmas Bonanza 

 
Save the date for this year’s Christmas Bonanza on 
December 22 at 6:30pm in the Parish Hall. We are 
inviting the youth of our parish to join us for an 
evening of prayer, games, crafts, and fun! No 
registration required, masks and necessary 
pandemic protocols will be followed.  

http://www.saintdominic.ca/youth
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HAMILTON DIOCESE PRAYER CALENDAR 
Monday, December 6 Rev. Lajos Angyal 

Tuesday, December 7 Rev. Joseph Durkacz 

Wednesday, December 8 Order of Preachers 
(Dominican) (O.P.) 

Thursday, December 9 Rev. Emmanuel Azike, O.P. 

Friday, December 10 Rev. Thomas 
Manninezhath, (C.M.I.) 

Saturday, December 11 Rev. Zygmunt Baranowski 

 
THE MYSTERY OF DIVINE LOVE 

 
Program of Catholic Education offered in our parish 
beginning November 10th from 7:00pm – 8:30pm in 
the church. This will be a six-session program 
designed to help individuals gain a deeper 
understanding and appreciation of the Catholic faith. 
Check the website for more details. 

 
Christmas Angel Program 

 
 
Once again, this Christmas we will be instituting our 
CHRISTMAS ANGEL program at Saint Dominic 
Parish. Recently I received a note with the following 
statement from our local senior’s residence: 

“I am writing in hopes we can start up 
the Angel Tree program again this year. 
Have you given it much thought? We 
have some seniors that have had a very 
rough go over the last 1.5 years and 
something like this program will bring 
them such joy. Many of these people do 
not have any family and this is their only 
gift. 

Please choose a card with the wish on the back,  
purchase the item, gift wrap, attach the card to the 
gift, and return the gift to the Narthex by December 
19th. Thank you so much for stepping up and God 
bless. 
 

 
SYNOD 2021–2023 FOR  

SYNODAL CHURCH 
St. Dominic Parish will be conducting a small group 
discussion in effort to reflect on the questions and 
topics suggested by the Diocese of Hamilton in 
participation for the 2021-2023 Synod for a Synodal 
Church. Registrations are now full. Parishioners are 
still encouraged to participate by completing the 
survey provided by the Diocese of Hamilton by 
visiting: 
https://www.surveymonkey.ca/r/Hamilton_Dioces
e_Synod If you are still interested in taking part in a 
small group discussion, please contact the Parish 
Office in case arrangements are made to schedule 
another gathering. 
 

WORLD MEETING OF FAMILIES 
 HAMILTON DIOCESE SPEAKER SERIES 

On March 19th we entered into the Amoris Laetitia 
Year of Family. Pope Francis, in calling this special 
year, reminded us that this is “a great opportunity for 
Catholics to renew their commitment to family 
ministry.” Beginning in January of 2022, the 
Diocese will be organizing a speaker series with a 
new topic each month through until June. The 
presentations will be by zoom to allow for more 
involvement throughout the Diocese and to avoid 
any issues that COVID may cause for in person 
gatherings. We will start with a three-part series on 
Amoris Laetitia in January. Check the Diocesan 
website for more information about both the year 
and the Diocesan Speaker Series at 
www.hamiltondiocese.com. 
 
  

https://www.surveymonkey.ca/r/Hamilton_Diocese_Synod
https://www.surveymonkey.ca/r/Hamilton_Diocese_Synod
http://www.hamiltondiocese.com/
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
DECEMBER 5, 2022 

Could God be calling you to be a priest, deacon, 
brother, or sister to help our world of today to truly 
“prepare the way of the Lord"? Contact Bishop 
Wayne Lobsinger, Director of Vocations and Priestly 
Formation, Diocese of Hamilton (905-528-7988). 
Email  vocations@hamiltondiocese.com    
www.hamiltondiocese.com/vocations/ 
 

UNIVERISTY CHAPLAINCY IN THE 
 DIOCESE OF HAMILTON 

The Office for Evangelization and Catechesis has 
produced a video showcasing the wonderful 
ministry of our Diocesan University Chaplaincy 
Centres. Do share this video with a young person in 
your life who may be preparing for post-secondary 
education, or someone who is looking for a faith 
community on campus within the Diocese. Special 
thanks to the Priests Chaplains, campus ministers 
and students who helped make this project possible. 
To view the video, visit:  
https://hamiltondiocese.com/offices/evangelizatio

n-catechesis/young-adult-ministry.  

 

ADVENT RESOURCE FOR FAMILIES 
 The Offices for Liturgy, Youth Ministry and 
Evangelization and Catechesis are happy to provide 
a resource for families to encourage prayer and 
celebration in the home during the Advent Season. 
Please log on to the link below,  
https://hamiltondiocese.com/advent2021/ for 
suggestions, videos and a prayer to be prayed around 
the wreath each Sunday of Advent. We invite you to 
share this resource with those in your communities 
who may benefit. 
 

PARENTING TIP OF THE MONTH 
Parenting Tip 135 - The excitement of Christmas 
begins to build even before Halloween. Children are 
targeted with ads and commercials to ask Santa for 
the latest toys, electronic device or game. As parents 
we love to see the anticipation, but our task is a 
greater one – it is to keep the reason for Christmas 
at the forefront of our children’s minds and 
understanding. Are they as excited about the 
coming of Christ and it’s meaning for all people? Do 
they have a sense that long after every gift they 
desire from Santa is gone, the truths, love, care, 
compassion, guidance and stability from God will 
live on to help each of us to live and, ultimately, 

receive the gift of eternity? The true gift of 
Christmas should never be the last one we think of, 
or getting excited about, since it is indeed the most 
valuable. Advent is the perfect time to daily bring all 
of this to light! 
 
 

MARRIAGE TIP OF THE MONTH 
Marriage Tip 115 - Intentional divorce and 
conscience uncoupling are two terms becoming 
popular in North American vernacular, but what we 
should be promoting is intentional marriage and 
conscience coupling. The research is clear that 
couples can take steps to remain and even deepen 
their love. Consciously making the decision to spend 
time together, to share our deepest feelings (good 
and bad), to use touch throughout the day, to make 
date-night (however that looks) a priority will build 
your couple relationship. Looking for moments of 
gratitude and thanking your spouse will increase the 
loving bond between you. This Christmas make 
conscience coupling your gift to each other; it may be 
the best gift you will ever receive! 
 
 

YEAR OF AMORIS LAETITIA FAMILY 
 HAMILTON DIOCESAN SPEAKER SERIES 

The kickoff to the Diocesan speaker series, meant to 
celebrate the year, will be in January, with a special 
three-part presentation by Bishop Lobsinger, with 
input from the Pastoral Offices staff. The evening 
sessions will be held from 7-8:30 p.m. on Jan. 12th, 
19th and 26th, and will unpack the great wisdom in 
Amoris Laetitia: The Joy of Love in Families and 
Church. The presentations, by zoom, are meant to 
engage all members of the Diocese in looking at both 
the challenges and blessings of families in the world 
today. Check the Diocesan website at 
https://amorislaetitia.hamiltondiocese.com/ for 
more information about both the year and the 
Diocesan Speaker Series. Online registration will be 
necessary to receive the link, where you can join in 
by phone or internet. For more information contact 
Teresa Hartnett at thartnett@hamiltondiocese.com, 
or 905-528-7988 ext. 2250. 
 
 
 

“God will show you splendor.” 
 

 
 
 

mailto:vocations@hamiltondiocese.com
http://www.hamiltondiocese.com/vocations/
https://hamiltondiocese.com/offices/evangelization-catechesis/young-adult-ministry
https://hamiltondiocese.com/offices/evangelization-catechesis/young-adult-ministry
https://hamiltondiocese.com/advent2021/
https://amorislaetitia.hamiltondiocese.com/
mailto:thartnett@hamiltondiocese.com
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Shoebox Campaign – Mission Walk: November 27 
 
Last Saturday, our Youth Minister, Michael Aguiar accompanied over 40 families from several neighboring 
parishes, including St. Dominic Parishioners, as they walked the streets of Hamilton delivering shoeboxes to 
the homeless. Liz Bekor, a parishioner, shared how much joy it was to see the smiles on the faces of the poor: 
 

“It was truly fulfilling, and I am glad to have been part of the outreach. Nothing makes 
me happier than serving those who need us most and indeed I found them on the streets 
of Hamilton. I thank God for using me and the call to be used to keep a smile on others.” 

 
With much support and encouragement from parishioners, we will be offering an additional opportunity to 
join another Mission Walk scheduled for Sunday December 19, 2021. Please call our Youth Minister, Michael 
at the parish office if you are interested in attending. 
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MARRIAGE SUPPORT 

 Is your marriage experience more trouble than 
joy, feeling stagnant or disconnected and/or 
causing you worries? The solution is 
Retrouvaille - a program for married couples 
facing difficult challenges in their relationship. 
Retrouvaille has one purpose: to help couples 
restore their marriage and rebuild a loving 
relationship. This is a practical program, where 
sharing is not required (except between the 
couple themselves), designed to improve 
communication, build stronger marriages, and 
help couples reconnect. It also works well for 
couples who may be considering separation or 
divorce. The next Retrouvaille weekend begins 
March 13, 2022. For more information call 905-
664-5212 or email teamrecine@gmail.com.  
 

 
“In the day of Christ, may you  

be pure and blameless.” 
 
 

• The newsletter is posted weekly on our website 

• It also can be delivered directly to your personal email – please sign 
up for this service at saintdominic.ca/newsletter  

• Please email submissions, requests and/or suggestions to: 
office@saintdominic.ca 

  
SAINT DOMINIC PARISH 
2415 Rebecca Street, Oakville, ON L6L 2B1 
Telephone: 905 827 2373   Fax: 905 827 6055 

Website       saintdominic.ca 

Pastor:   Reverend Ranjan D’Sa  rdsa@hamiltondiocese.com 
Pastoral Associate/Youth Minister:  Michael Aguiar 
                     michael@saintdominic.ca 
Deacon:    Rev. Mr. Terry Murphy 
Parish Accountant:  Brian Thornton 
Secretary:     Mary Evans 
Custodian:     Peter Coffey 
Sacristan:     Judi Kingry 

Parish Office Hours: Tuesday – Friday 9 a.m.-noon; 1-4 p.m. 

             
Sacrament of Baptism The sacrament of Baptism is usually celebrated 
once monthly after the 11 a.m. Mass. Preparation is provided. Kindly 
contact the Parish Office at least two months before the desired date. 

Sacrament of Marriage Please contact the parish office one year before 
the desired date. 
 

mailto:teamrecine@gmail.com
https://saintdominic.ca/newsletter
mailto:office@saintdominic.ca
https://www.saintdominic.ca/
mailto:rdsa@hamiltondiocese.com
mailto:michael@saintdominic.ca

