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PARISH LITURGIES 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

WEEK OF NOVEMBER 28 – DECEMBER 4 
 
Tuesday, November 30 
8:30 am    + Kathy Thompson 
 
 
Wednesday, December 1 
8:30 am   + Antonio Dias 
 
Thursday, December 2 
8:30 am  + Selvin D’Melo 
      
Friday, December 3 
8:30 am   + Donna O’Donnell  
9 - 10 am   Adoration 
 
Saturday, December 4 
4:00 pm –   Reconciliation 
5:00 pm –   + Gabriele Biondo 
   + Josephine Rafauli 
   + Teresa Araujo 
   + Donna O’Donnell 
   + Jose Silveira 
   + Javier Tovar 
   + Josephine Orsini 
       

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Saturday, December 4 
5:00 pm 
Sunday, December 5   For our 
9:00 am   parish 
11:00 am        
 

 
 

First Sunday of Advent 

 
 
“May the Lord strengthen your hearts 

when Christ comes among us “ 

 
Let us prepare our hearts to receive God’s Son.  

As we light the first candle, we pray:  
 

“Lord thank you for the gift of hope in faith.  
We give you all our struggles this day.  

May we always find hope and help  
in your Son, Jesus. Amen” 

 
 

CHRISTMAS LITURGIES 
As you make your plans to celebrate the Solemnity of 
the Nativity of Christ, please note the date and time 
for celebrations in our parish. 
  
*Please note: On Christmas Eve: you must register 
for the 4:00 pm Mass by calling the parish office; 
for the 5:45 pm and the 7:30 pm liturgies, you 
must register online to reserve your seat. 
 

Christmas Eve 
Friday, December 24 

*4:00 pm  *5:45 pm  *7:30 pm  11:30 pm 
*Registrations required 

Christmas Day 
Saturday, December 25 

  8:30 am    10:15 am    12:00 pm  
 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 

Sunday, December 26 

9:00 am     11:00 am 
 

The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God  
  Friday, December 31 – 5:00 pm  

Saturday, January 1 – 10:00 am  
 

Epiphany of the Lord 
Saturday, January 1 – 5:00 pm 
Sunday, January 2 – 9:00 am      11:00 am 

 

https://saintdominicoakville.eventbrite.com/
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj_uquA7ujeAhUJ1oMKHVtuBC4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://stmarypncc.ca/?calendars%3Dfirst-sunday-of-advent-december-01-2013&psig=AOvVaw0m4z-WkTE7Rkyt1fd01KAO&ust=1543005595590470
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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT – REFLECTION – NOVEMBER 28, 2021 
 

From this Sunday, we start a new liturgical year. This year, we mainly focus on the Lukan Gospel 
to contemplate the mystery of Christ – the mystery of our salvation. During the liturgical year, as 
the Vatican II document on sacred liturgy puts it, “the Holy Church unfolds the whole mystery of 
Christ, from the incarnation and birth until the ascension, the day of Pentecost, and the 
expectation of blessed hope and of the coming of the Lord.” (102). Thus, all the faithful are given 
a chance to have the privilege of attaining the necessary graces for their personal redemption.  
 

The liturgy helps us to transcend time. Christ, who was the beginning also becomes the hope of 
our glorious future. Though Christ was beyond time, He came, lived, worked, and died in time, 
so that all can transcend from time to eternity. Therefore, the liturgy brings out different events 
of Christ’s life. By commemorating them, we may relive the mystery of Christ’s own life.  
 

We begin the liturgical year with Advent. “Adventus” was a Roman (pagan) word that described 
the joyful celebration of the anniversary of the manifestation of a deity or a dedication of a temple 
to a particular deity. Later, this term was also used in the context of celebrating the anniversary 
of Roman Emperors coming into power. Christians used this same term to prepare for the 
coming of Christ who is truly the Son of God and the King of all the kings.  
 

The present practice – four weeks of preparation for Christmas – was instituted by Pope Gregory 
the Great at the end of the 6th century. Unlike Lent, preparation for Christmas is less aesthetic, 
putting the focus mainly on the incarnation of the Son of God who is coming into the world to 
reconcile us to God. It is, therefore, a time for preparing ourselves in faith for the joyful event of 
Christ’s birth.  
 

The liturgy in Advent helps us celebrate the three distinct comings of Christ in our world.  
The first is yesterday: we commemorate the actual coming of Christ in the historical context. He 
was born of the Virgin Mary – God becomes flesh (John 1:14). In the third and fourth week of 
Advent, we read about the events that lead to the birth of Christ. These events are sometimes 
called “annunciations” because they speak about the annunciations to Zechariah, Mary and 
Joseph.  
 

The second is today: One of the focuses of celebrating Christmas is to see the incarnation of 
Christ in the present context. Jesus always incarnates in our present time. Addressing the Asian 
Synod of Bishops, Pope John Paul II urged the bishops to make every attempt to plant the cross 
of Christ in their own local cultures, so that every human person can get an easy access to the 
redemptive graces given to all in Christ. 
 

The third is tomorrow: We look forward in expectation for the glorious coming of Christ in His 
glory. In the first two weeks of advent, the Gospel readings are focused on helping us for our own 
meeting of Christ at the end of our own time and that of the world.  
 

Advent is all about preparing our souls to meet Christ at His incarnation. “Come Lord Jesus, 
come!” 
 

         – Fr. Ranjan D’Sa 
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RECONCILIATION IN ADVENT  
 

There will be the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
available during the Season of Advent every 
Saturday afternoon from 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm, 
beginning December 4th until December 18th, as 
well as on Friday, December 10th from 9:00 am – 
10:00 am. 

 
VIGIL CANDLES AT SAINT DOMINIC 

Although Saint Dominic 
Church does not have a bank 
of special intention vigil 
candles, parishioners are 
invited to sponsor the 
Sanctuary Lamp that hangs 
above the tabernacle. This 
candle burns 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week as a sign of 
honour shown to the Lord. 

If you wish to sponsor this vigil candle for a special 
intention for a specific week, you are asked to contact 
the office and make a $10 donation. Similar to Mass 
intentions, your sponsorship will be noted in our 
weekly, online newsletter. 
 

SUNDAY OFFERING ENVELOPES  
Sunday offering envelopes for 2022 are available in 
the Parish Centre for all who are currently using 
envelopes. As we approach a new fiscal year in 
January, we ought to consider our individual and 
collective responsibility for the upkeep of our parish 
facilities, the support of our parish staff and the 
promotion of God’s reign through the many 
educational outreach activities of our parish. 
Parishioners who are not currently using envelopes 
but wish to do so, please contact the parish secretary 
during office hours. An option for Pre-Authorized 
Giving is also available. 
 

CONQUEST & CHALLENGE 
The next meeting will be on Tuesday, November 30th 

from 6:30 – 8:00 pm at Saint Dominic School. We are 
very happy to welcome new members and leaders to 
our clubs and excited to continue fostering a 
relationship with Christ. If you wish to register your 
children, please visit www.saintdominic.ca/youth or 
contact our Youth Minister at the parish office. 

 
 

THE MYSTERY OF DIVINE LOVE 

 
Program of Catholic Education offered in our parish 
beginning November 10th from 7:00pm – 8:30pm in 
the church. This will be a six-session program 
designed to help individuals gain a deeper 
understanding and appreciation of what it truly 
means to love. Check the website for more details. 

 
COMMUNION FOR THE HOMEBOUND 

Saint Dominic parishioners who are unable to attend 

Mass in our church and miss reception of the Blessed 

Sacrament, may have it brought to them by a family 

member or volunteer parishioner. Those wishing to 

take the Blessed Sacrament to the homebound are 

requested to follow this procedure.  

1. Request permission from the pastor. 

2. In advance of Mass: 

a. Complete the Homebound 

Communion sign-in sheet – located 

on a clipboard that sits on the choir 

railing in aisle leading to tabernacle. 

b. Take a copy of the blue “Communion 

of the Sick” brochure, found under 

the sign-in sheet. It includes a simple 

rite recommended for those who 

take Communion to the homebound. 

c. Place an open Pyx on the silver tray 

beside the tabernacle. If you do not 

have a personal Pyx, the sacristan 

can/will obtain one from the parish 

supply. 

3. After Mass, obtain your Pyx from the silver 

tray and deliver the Lord to your recipient. 

4. If you use a parish Pyx, return it to the 

Sacristy (when church is open) or to the 

office during the week, so it is available for 

the following week. 

http://www.saintdominic.ca/youth
https://saintdominic.ca/faith-formation
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CHRISTMAS ANGEL PROGRAM 

 
 
Once again, this Christmas we are holding our 
CHRISTMAS ANGEL program at Saint Dominic 
Parish. Recently I received a note with the following 
statement from our local senior’s residence: 
“I am writing in hopes we can start up the Angel Tree 
program again this year.  
Have you given it much thought? We have some 
seniors that have had a very rough go  
over the last 1.5 years and something like this program 
will bring them such joy.  
Many of these people do not have any family and this 
is their only gift. 
Please choose a card with the wish on the back,  
purchase the item, gift wrap, attach the card to the 
gift, and return the gift to the Narthex by December 
19th. Thank you so much for stepping up and God 
bless you. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEWLY 
BAPTIZED 

 

 
Zachary John Rodger 
Parents: Michael & Natasha Rodger 
Godparents: Jason Lukez & Jennifer Newby 

 
 

 
Scarlett Marie Hickey 
Parents: Michael & Carly Hickey 
Godparents: Gregory Manning & Laura Bonise 

 

 
Samuel Oliver Soleymanlou 
Parents: Nima & Michelle Soleymanlou 
Godparents: Kevin Cabrita Dias & Liliana 
Ribeiro Ramires Dias 
 

 
Lila Hope Aragona 
Parents: Joe & Sandra Aragona 
Godparents: John & Emma Rubatscher 
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PRAYER BREAKFAST 

You are invited to join the 38th annual Oakville 
Prayer Breakfast virtually on Wednesday, December 
1st , any time after 7am. It is an Advent celebration of 
prayer, song, and Christian witness. The speaker will 
be Cheryl Nembhard, a dynamic speaker, author, 
social advocate, and TV host. Cheryl will share her 
faith story and her work tackling the toughest social 
issues. Tickets are free and available at 
www.oakvilleprayerbreakfast.com 
 

SYNOD 2021–2023 FOR  
A SYNODAL CHURCH 

St. Dominic Parish will be conducting a small group 
discussion in effort to reflect on the questions and 
topics suggested by the Diocese of Hamilton in 
participation for the 2021-2023 Synod for a Synodal 
Church. Registrations are now full. Parishioners are 
still encouraged to participate by completing the 
survey provided by the Diocese of Hamilton by 
visiting: https://hamiltondiocese.com/synod/   
 
If you are still interested in taking part in a small 
group discussion, please contact the Parish Office in 
case arrangements are made to schedule another 
gathering. 
 

WORLD MEETING OF FAMILIES 
 HAMILTON DIOCESE SPEAKER SERIES 

On March 19th we entered into the Amoris Laetitia 
Year of Family. Pope Francis, in calling this special 
year, reminded us that this is “a great opportunity for 
Catholics to renew their commitment to family 
ministry.” Beginning in January of 2022, the 
Diocese will be organizing a speaker series with a 
new topic each month through until June. The 
presentations will be held via Zoom to allow for more 
involvement throughout the Diocese and to avoid 
any issues that COVID may cause for in person 
gatherings. We will start with a three-part series on 
Amoris Laetitia in January. Check the Diocesan 
website for more information about both the year 
and the Diocesan Speaker Series at 
www.hamiltondiocese.com. 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
VOCATIONS - FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

NOVEMBER 28, 2021 
"Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed 
down with dissipation and drunkenness and the 
worries of this life.” Are worldly cares dragging you 
down? Be a follower of the Master. If God is calling 
you to be a priest, religious or deacon, contact 
Bishop Wayne Lobsinger, Director of Vocations and 
Priestly Formation,  
Diocese of Hamilton (905-528-7988). 
Email   vocations@hamiltondiocese.com     
www.hamiltondiocese.com/vocations/ 

 
 

“I will cause the Branch of 
righteousness to spring up  

unto David.” 
 
 

• The newsletter is posted weekly on our website 

• It also can be delivered directly to your personal email – please sign 
up for this service at saintdominic.ca/newsletter  

• Please email submissions, requests and/or suggestions to: 
office@saintdominic.ca 

  
SAINT DOMINIC PARISH 
2415 Rebecca Street, Oakville, ON L6L 2B1 
Telephone: 905 827 2373     Fax: 905 827 6055 

Website              saintdominic.ca 

Pastor:    Reverend Ranjan D’Sa  rdsa@hamiltondiocese.com 
Pastoral Associate/Youth Minister:  Michael Aguiar 
                                 michael@saintdominic.ca 
Deacon:     Rev. Mr. Terry Murphy 
Parish Accountant:  Brian Thornton 
Secretary:       Mary Evans 
Custodian:      Peter Coffey 
Sacristan:      Judi Kingry 

Parish Office Hours: Tuesday – Friday 9 a.m.-noon; 1-4 p.m. 

                          
Sacrament of Baptism  The sacrament of Baptism is usually celebrated 
once monthly after the 11 a.m. Mass. Preparation is provided. Kindly 
contact the Parish Office at least two months before the desired date. 

Sacrament of Marriage  Please contact the parish office one year before 
the desired date. 
 

http://www.oakvilleprayerbreakfast.com/
https://hamiltondiocese.com/synod/
http://www.hamiltondiocese.com/
mailto:vocations@hamiltondiocese.com
http://www.hamiltondiocese.com/vocations/
https://saintdominic.ca/newsletter
mailto:office@saintdominic.ca
https://www.saintdominic.ca/
mailto:rdsa@hamiltondiocese.com
mailto:michael@saintdominic.ca

