St. Margaret Mary Parish
December 6, 2020
Second Sunday of Advent

Masses:
Saturday: 5:00 pm
Sunday: 9 am (during quarantine)
Weekdays Monday-Friday 8:15 am

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday 9 am to 5 pm
Parish Office:
630-369-0777
Fax: 630-369-1493

Religious Ed. Office: 630- 3690833

All Saints Catholic Academy:
1155 Aurora Ave. Naperville, IL 60540
630.961-6125 or www.ascacademy.org

New Parishioners:
Anyone who welcomes you, welcomes
me; and those who welcome me
welcome the one who sent me.: (Mt
10:40) St. Margaret Mary Parish wishes
to welcome everyone to our community
as Jesus would.
For information, please call the parish
office.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: on
hiatus during quarantine

Sacrament of Baptism:
Saturdays at noon and Sundays at 11
am
Registration required
Please call Parish Office to make
arrangements for Baptism

Sacrament of Marriage:
Six months preparation required. Parish
music policies, which reflect Diocesan
guidelines, are to be followed.

Sick, Homebound, Hospital
Visits:
Contact the Parish Office if you would
like Communion, if you need someone
from SMMP to visit you in the hospital,
or if we can help you in any other
way. Privacy policies do not permit the
hospital to contact us directly.
1450 Green Trails Dr. Green Trails Dr. Naperville, IL 60540 Naperville, IL 60540 630-369-0777 www.smmp.com

Priscilla Arrieta
Elaine Badelt
Judea Beckett
Edward Bojan
Blake Burton
Kim Cameron
Patrick
Cameron
Purena Cameron
Kathleen Carey
Lori Cross
Justin Dellarose
Jerry Dexter
Murlene Dolley
Ben & April Espinos
Michael Facchinello
Mary Fisher
Jo Ellen Furlong
Jim Gardner
William Garrett

Jim Goodrich
Ann-Marie Hartline
Eileen Hensel
John Hill
Kay Hill
Kevin Hill
Fr. George Hurley
Kate Kirchner
Josephine Lewis
Josie Martinez
Joseph Mathy
Lisa McCray
Donal McGoldrick
Maxine Messere
Dr. Edward Michl
Collette Miller
Linda Palulis
Russell Rasche
Patrick Rockowitz
Allen Rogers

John P. Rossi
David Schuberg
A. Schuman
Chuck Shine
Greyson Stanley
Elizabeth Stock
Jim Tamburrino
Joan Vinkler
Barbara Vromann
Marion Warner
Bob Whipple
Ray Young

And all people suffering from or
recovering from Covid-19, their
health care providers, and anyone
else in the hospital at this time

Agnes Weigand
Frank Brand
Walter E. Komar, Jr.

Per Diocesan and State guidelines, celebration of this Mass
is contigent upon having enough volunteers to help with our
safety protocols. Please prayerfully consider volunteering at
this Mass, especially if you are trained in a specific ministry.
We also need sanitizers after Mass, and instruction will be
available. To volunteer, please click this link. https://www.
signupgenius.com/go/904084faaaa2bab9-mass

						
							

Weekly Collection 11/22/2020 Year to Date 7/1/2020 to present

Weekly Mass Offerings				

7,824				

236,917

Automated Giving					

8,567				

203,529

Stock/RMD Donations				

0				

17,608

Totals						

16,391				

458,054

Budget Goal					

23,944				

471,676

Over/Under Goal					

-7,553				

-13,622

U.S. Catholic Bishops’ Letter to
Congress regarding COVID-19 relief
For those struggling to meet their most basic needs, we ask Congress to provide
additional stimulus payments; increase the maximum SNAP benefit amount by 15%,
increase the minimum SNAP benefit amount, and suspend any rules that make it harder
for needy individuals to access nutrition aid until the economy recovers; provide robust
resources to care for those experiencing homelessness and prevent people from losing
their homes, including through Emergency Solutions Grants, emergency rental assistance, mortgage assistance, housing counseling services, and greater eviction and foreclosure preventions.
For low-income families in non-public schools, we ask Congress to appropriate
funds based on the number of children enrolled in non-public schools (10 % nationwide).
Further, any additional K12 education funding provided by Congress must provide access to equitable services for non-public schools.
For the health care needs of everyone, especially the sick, we support access to affordable, comprehensive healthcare that fully affirms all human life, including the poor
and marginalized. Any effort to fund insurance coverage must not provide federal funding for health plans that cover abortion.
For communities of color, we ask that the relief provided by Congress consider the
needs of the historically marginalized, with consideration of how any new policies may
address the systemic racism and oppression that manifest in disparate health and economic outcomes.
For our migrant and refugee brothers and sisters, we request inclusion of the American Citizen Coronavirus Relief Act to ensure certain immigrant families are eligible to
receive the stimulus funding and support they need to ensure family stability during this
time.
For those suffering the effects of this pandemic around the world, we support at
least $20 billion in a supplemental package in order to meet immediate health needs as
well as mitigate second order humanitarian, economic, and social impacts of the pandemic.
For those in prisons and jails, we request expedited review for possible release under
an expanded clemency framework, such as in the provisions of the COVID-19 Safer
Detention Act, and ask that certain fees related to the criminal justice system, such as
fees for phone and video calls, be waived.
For workers, there must be more resources to keep people employed, hire back
those who have lost their jobs, and assist the unemployed, and to provide sufficient resources, particularly personal protective equipment (PPE), for all essential workers to
safeguard their health and wellbeing as they work for the benefit of society. As unemployment remains at historically high levels, unemployment compensation should remain
robust while job opportunities in some sectors suffer longer term reductions.
For those serving in the charitable sector, we request that Congress amend Sec.
2103 of the CARES Act to provide 100% unemployment reimbursement to nonprofits
covered by this section; expand eligibility for the Paycheck Protection Program to nonprofits employing between 500 and 10,000 employees; and incentivize charitable giving
by expanding the above-the-line charitable giving tax deduction beyond what was provided in the CARES Act.
For a more detailed description of these requests go to:
https://www.usccb.org/resources/2020-07-30-USCCB%20Letters%20to%
20Congress%20on%20COVID%2019%20Relief%20Legislation.pdf

Do I have to agree when
bishops apply church
teaching to political
action?
The answer is complex because it
involves the church’s teachings at
different levels. First, there are the
universal moral teachings of the
Church. One fundamental universal moral teachings is that every
human being, made in the image of
God, possesses dignity that must be
protected. These teachings are firmly grounded in Scripture and appear
prominently in Church teaching.
But by themselves such principles
are too general to provide much
concrete guidance.
At a second level, there are specific moral principles. These principles emerge out of the Church’s
reflection on the specific implications of its universal moral teachings. This reflection has led the
church to assert various political,
cultural, religious and economic
rights and responsibilities. The moral principle at stake here is that every person, made in the image of
God ,should be provided what they
need to live in human dignity.
Finally, there are prudential
judgments about the concrete application of these moral principles. The exercise of prudence required that one have a solid
knowledge of the pertinent moral
principles, but it also required that
one attend to the concrete particulars of each situation. And to the
degree that concrete circumstances
limit our certitude, there should be a
greater willingness to tolerate disagreement.
When the bishops apply these
moral teachings and principles to
specific legislation, policies or judicial rulings, Catholics should
take their positions seriously, but
they are not bound to agree if
their dissent is grounded in
Catholic moral principles.

Relief for the Brokenhearted:
COVID-19 Stimulus for “the least among us.”


Parish Social Mission Weekend, December 12/13

A Preferential Option for the Poor
One of the most familiar characters of the Advent season is
John the Baptist. Most biblical scholars believe that Jesus
was a follower of John. But, as Dominican Fr. Albert Nolan,
author of “Jesus Before Christianity” points out, Jesus did
not feel called to save Israel by bringing everyone to a baptism of repentance in the Jordan River. He decided that
something else was necessary, something which had to do
with the poor, the sinners and the sick – the lost sheep of
the house of Israel.
Nolan writes, “The people to whom
Jesus turned his attention are referred to in the gospels by a variety
of terms: the poor, the blind, the
lame, the crippled, the leapers, the
hungry, the miserable (those who
weep), sinners, prostitutes, tax collectors, demoniacs (possessed by
unclear spirits), the persecuted, the
downtrodden, the captives, all who
labor and are overburdened, the rabble who know nothing of the law, the crowds, the little ones,
the least, the last and the babes or lost sheep of the house
of Israel. … Today some might refer to this section of the
population as the lower classes; others would call them the
oppressed.”
The Church has enshrined this fundamental concern of
Jesus in its teachings about the preferential option for the
poor. As the U.S. Catholic Bishops write, “A basic moral
test is how our most vulnerable members are faring. In a
society marred by deepening divisions between rich and
poor, our tradition recalls the story of the Last Judgment
(Mt. 25:31-46) and instructs us to put the needs of the poor
and vulnerable first.” This is especially true during public
health emergencies like the one we are experiencing now.
On November 13th the Department of Labor reported another 709,000 people filed for first-time unemployment
claims and another 298,154 workers filed for Pandemic
Unemployment Assistance (PUA.) The combined 1 million

first-time claims were a new low for the total number of
claims, but still higher than any point prior to the start of
the pandemic. Longer-term unemployment, people out of
work more than 27 weeks, saw a 1.2 million increase from
September to October rising to 3.6 million. In total more
than 21 million Americans are receiving some type of jobless benefits through government programs.
The PUA is set to expire on December 26th. Within just a
couple months, we could see more than half of the people
receiving too-small unemployment
benefits right now cut off, with no
means of support. That will come
during the darkest moment of our
public health crisis.
Still, there currently is no cavalry
coming for the millions of Americans who stand to lose unemployment benefits or face evictions in
roughly seven weeks. It will be a
bleak holiday season for many, as families struggle to pay
bills and put food on the table, to say nothing of buying
presents for the children.
In his pastoral teaching on the COVID-19 pandemic,
Pope Francis reminds us, “The preferential option for the
poor is not a political option; nor is it an ideological option,
a party option – no. The preferential option for the poor is
at the center of the Gospel.” This is why we will be asking
Congress to pass a COVID-19 relief bill NOW that will
save the least among us.
Included in this bulletin is an excerpt of a letter written by the chairperson of the U.S. Catholic Bishops
committees on Domestic Justice and Human Development, Catholic Education, Migration, Pro-Life Activities, and International Justice and Peace. It gives a
summary of what the bishops are asking to be included in any relief bill.

St. Margaret Mary Parish
Fiscal 2021 - July 2020 to September 2020
3 Month Financial Report
The Finance Committee is pleased to present the first quarter 2020-21 financial results of St. Margaret Mary Parish.
We believe it is important for all parishioners to know and understand the stewardship efforts and fiscal status
reflected in the attached financial report. These statements report financial activity for July 1, 2020 thru September
30, 2020.
Total Receipts were $13.9k lower than budget and $51.5k lower than prior year.
Sunday and Holyday collections were $1.9k above budget but $30.2k below last year. Tuition and Fees were
$12.1k below budget which may be a timing difference. The ($3.7k) variance in Other Unrestricted Revenue was
largely driven by a $3.2k variance in Stole Fee Donations and a ($6.2k) variance in Communications Donations
which is a timing difference.
Total Expenses were $24.6k below budget and $12.5k below prior year.
● Salaries and Employee Benefits were $23k lower than budget largely due to the open Music Director
position.
● The ($3.6k) variance in Repairs and Maintenance was a result of lower than budgeted HVAC Maintenance
costs.
● Materials and Supplies finished $6k below budget. Lower expenditures for Church and Building Supplies
and Textbooks account for this variance.
● Lower than anticipated Electricity costs resulted in a ($5.7k) variance from budget.
● Our 2020-21 budget included $18k for Tuition Assistance. After our budget was approved, SMM agreed to
provide an additional $32k to support our school, ASCA, for a total of $50k. A new account titled “School
Support” will be used to record out total commitment to ASCA. Payments to ASCA will be made on a
quarterly basis. The first transfer of $12.5k is shown in our September 2020 report.
● In reviewing our financial performance for the quarter, it is important to note that our budget was
developed assuming minimal impact on our programs and services from the pandemic. Limited use of our
facilities and reduced staffing accounts for the bulk of the budget variances.
The Repair and Replacement Fund is used for major improvements to our property.
To remain fiscally sound, our parish maintains a Repair and Replacement (R&R) savings account which is used to
pay for capital improvements to our facilities.
This would include replacing old HVAC units, parking lot
replacement, lighting, church flooring and roof replacement. Funds are transferred from our Operating Account on
a quarterly basis to the R&R account. During this reporting period $7.5k was transferred to savings. The balance
in the Repair and Replacement Fund as of 09/30/2020 was $270k.
Please feel free to contact any of us with questions or comments. May God continue to bless you and your family.
We are very grateful for the generosity of our parish family. We ask that you continue to prayerfully
consider the level of your financial commitment to our parish.
Faithfully,
St. Margaret Mary Finance Committee
Mary Gorman, Jeff Kroma, Ofelia Palabrica, Mike Prus,
Susan Schroeder (Chairperson), and Helen Stirk

St. Margaret Mary Parish
3 Months YTD FY21 (July 2020 to September 2020)
Statement of Revenues & Expenses
FY21 YTD Actual
Revenues:
Sunday Collections
Holyday and Other Collections
Tuition and Fees
Other Unrestricted Revenue
Total Revenue
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(723,772)
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(0)
(28,832)
(75,503)

($
($
($
($
($
($
($
($

Expenses:
Salaries
Employee Benefits
Repairs & Maintenance
Services
Materials & Supplies
Insurance
Utilities
Diocesan Assessment
Tuition Assistance
School Support
Donation
Other Operating Expense

(159,283)
(48,721)
(5,610)
(22,975)
(7,666)
(31,826)
(11,262)
(20,256)
(0)
(12,500)
(4,699)
(10,136)
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(

2,703)

(

1,250)

(

945)

(
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Operating Surplus
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Transfer to Campaign Funds - School
Transfer to Repair & Replacement Fund
(
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3 Months YTD FY21 (July 2020 to September 2020)
Fund Balance and Loan Principal Report

Operating
Fund

Repair &
Replacement
Fund

Balance as of July 1, 2020

($

244,681)

($

Income
Expenditures
Transfers

(
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347,288)
(337,637)
(7,500)
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Balance as of September 30, 2020
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246,832)
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260,927)
- )
1,788)
7,500)
270,215)

St. Margaret Mary

Annual Appeal

2020

The Stewardship Committee is launching our fourth annual appeal for contributions to the parish.
We thank you for your ongoing support of our great parish. It is our mission to ensure we can
maintain our vibrant ministries with the financial support of our parishioners. We are blessed with
generous members who sustain our parish. We ask that you prayerfully consider your level of
giving to the parish. We are in difficult times and we understand if you are unable to maintain your
contributions. St Margaret Mary is here for you, walking with you in love.
Despite the financial uncertainty introduced with COVID-19, we have been able to
sustain our Parish operations and ministries with your contributions. However, we are
experiencing a small downturn in contributions which have been offset by reduced
expenses and a reduced budget in the new fiscal year. We hope to improve this
situation going forward.
In these difficult times the needs for support and charity in our community have only
increased, but the Parish has had to trim some of our support.
St Margaret Mary remains a wonderful place to live our faith lives. See our recently
published ANNUAL REPORT to reconnect with all that’s happening. A link can be found
on the parish homepage, SMMP.COM
We ask that you make St Margaret Mary a part of your financial plans. If you can,
please consider increasing your donations so we can sustain our ministries.
Automated giving is at an all time high. We encourage you to consider this easy and
automatic way of giving, especially with the current restrictions on Mass attendance.
We offer several methods of giving to the parish. See the “DONATE” section of the
parish website @ SMMP.com

The Stewardship Committee thanks you for your
participation in our Parish. May God be with you.

Stewardship

Celebrate St Margaret Mary’s 40th Anniversary with a commemorative pint glass!

Reserve yours today by sending a check to St Margaret Mary Knights of Columbus Council
16011, 1450 Green Trails Drive, Naperville, IL 60540. Please write the number of pint glasses
you would like on the memo line. You may also order online at kofcsmmp.com and include the
number of pint glasses you would like in the note field.
All proceeds will go to Catholic Charities and St Margaret Mary Parish. The minimum suggested
donation is $10 per glass. The pint glasses will be available for pickup or delivery December 5,
2020.
Contact Grand Knight Stewart Mattson at stewartmattson@comcast.net or 630-207-5927 with
Date:
Time:
Intention:
Requested by:
any questions.
Monday, December 7
St. Ambrose

8:15 am

Clementine
Pokropinski

Gerry & Pat Ann
Rotko

Tuesday, December 8
Immaculate Conception of
the Virgin Mary

8:15 am
7:00 pm

For the Parish Family

Wednesday, December 9

8:15 am

Bridge Weston

Rendek Family

Thursday, December 10

8:15 am

Recovery of Kelly
Flint

Flint Family

Friday, December 11

8:15 am

Deceased Members
Buried from SMMP

Saturday, December 12
Our Lady of Guadalupe

5:00 pm

Roque Barente, Jr.

Sunday, December 13

9:00 am

For the Parish Family

Albertine Family

Original Mass Intentions in book for Sunday, December 13: 8 am Dave Carl Dougherty, at the request of Marge
Osmanski; noon Debra Bobb at the request of Paul & Nancy Rutkowski

First Reconciliation was received on December 2, 2020 by:
Graham Anderson

Eleanor Ryba

Alexandra Korcek

Lilliana Dermos

Scarlett Andres

Aiden Simmons

Zachary Kordzinski

Charles Dinkel

Alex Antognoli

Owen Smith

Katherine Loas

Charlotte Dombroski

Lindsey Antognoli

Alexis Spoden

Natalie Lopez

Brandon Filip

Isabelle Aprati

Caleb Stiens

Madeline MacLeod

Jane Freeman

Grace Arnold

Danny Szarek

Kathryn Mulvihill

Austin Gilbert

Bennett Biasco

Stephen Van Dyke

Jenna Plackett

Kayleen Gossen

Tommy Blumberg

Maliya Visaysouk

Alexander Poirier

Owen Hutchinson

Evelyn Burns

Patrick Williams

Darren Rosenbaum

Jaxton Jamrosz

Patrick Conley

Special thank you to our parents and catechists:
Nicole Anderson, Patty Curran, Bridget Lenard, Christine Ryba and Robin Antognoli.

COMMUNAL CELEBRATION OF RECONCILIATION AND
HEALING
Monday, December 14, 2020
7:00 PM
In the midst of a pandemic, which has brought chaos, trauma, and death into our lives, we long for a way to express our
grief while maintaining our relationship with the God of abundant life. The Book of Lamentations gives us the words;
and facial coverings, hand sanitizer, physical distancing, and virtual gatherings provide the sacramental signs for our utter
dependence upon God and our heartfelt desire for divine healing.
You can register to attend this communal celebration in church or participate at home by
livestream. Although private confession will not be available, this 30-minute service will
include readings from the Book of Lamentations, moments of private introspection, and
affirming words of reconciliation and healing. Please join our parish community for this
Advent prayer in preparation for the celebration of the Word-made-flesh.

You are a HERO for Life! Team St. Margaret Mary raised $1,620.77 in
the Waterleaf Virtual Baby Bottles for Life Team Challenge. Because of
your support, Waterleaf can continue to in their mission to support and
educate pregnant women facing crisis or unintended pregnancies
through the Waterleaf Medical Clinic and their Aspire Education and
Resource Center located in Aurora. Thank you for being a hero for life!
###
Waterleaf provides practical help; pregnancy testing, ultrasounds, STD
testing and treatment as well as continuing education and support for
women in our community who would otherwise be at risk for choosing abortion. Last year Waterleaf
served 870 patients, performed 580 pregnancy tests, 742 ultrasounds and welcome over 190 babies.
For more information call Waterleaf at 630-701-6270 or visit them on the web at
www.onechoiceonelife.org.

Taizé Prayer
Mary Mulligan - Vocals
Carl VanDril - Piano
St. Margaret Mary Livestream

Sunday December 6, 2020 7:00 pm

Morning Enrichment
Waiting for God

ONLINE

with Marissa Griffith
& Vince Keenan
Wednesday, December 9th
9:15-11:15am • $10/person

We live in a culture that does not like to wait. With so many things
just at our fingertips, it can be easy to live impatiently, always
looking for the next thing. In this session, we will explore what it
means to “wait in joyful hope” during the Advent season and hear
how our presenters, Marissa and Vince, have encountered God in
the waiting.

So, what are you waiting for?

Marissa Griffith is SMMP’s Echo Apprentice. She works with our youth and
young adult ministries while taking classes at Notre Dame to earn a Masters in
Theology. She completed her undergraduate degree in Theology from Notre Dame
in 2019. Marissa was born and raised in Palm Harbor, FL.
Vince Keenan, MSPH, CAE, is the CEO of the Illinois Academy of Family
Physicians. He is executive director emeritus for Family Medicine Midwest
Foundation, board member of the Healthcare Associates Credit Union, and chair
emeritus of the Medical Scientific Committee for the Alzheimer’s Association of
Illinois. He received a BS in Education from Northwestern and an MS in Public
Health from UIC.

Register at smmp.com by 5:00pm on December 7th.

Evening Enrichment
ONLINE

Lord, Keep Us Busy
Being Born
with Dr. Terry Nelson-Johnson
Wednesday, December 16th
7:00-8:30pm • $10/person

Join us for an evening of Advent reflection as we consider how we are
called to grow, stretch, change and be born anew during this season of
darkness. Together with Dr. Terry Nelson-Johnson, we’ll explore what is
waiting to be born in the midst of our pandemic world.
Terry’s passion for narrative theology connects our life stories with
The Story of the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus. Through
storytelling, poetry, and humor, Terry challenges us to enter more
deeply into the mystery of grace, the mystery of spirit, the mystery of
God. Terry has served on the faculty of Loyola Academy Jesuit High
School and is founder and executive director of Soul-Play. He is resident
theologian and animator of faith at Old St. Patrick’s Church, has a
master’s degree from the Institute of Pastoral Studies, Loyola, and a
Doctorate of Ministry from the University of St. Mary of the Lake.

Register at smmp.com by 5:00pm on December 14th.
Faith Formation Grades
K-8
Volunteers Needed: Families
and students to lead us in virtual
large groups. Contact Judy
Rieser: judyrieser@gmail.com
Upcoming weeks:
12-7 - Small group Zoom meetings
12-14 - Small group Zoom meetings
12-21 - Christmas Family Large Group Family
(Zoom link sent Friday before) - no small group
Zoom meetings
1-4-21 - Large Group Family (Zoom link sent
Friday before) - no small group Zoom meetings

Women’s Winter Retreat
Bringing
2020 Blessings
Into
20/20 Clarity
February 12-14, 2021
This year, due to Covid-19 restrictions, our annual women’s retreat will
be virtual. Enjoy the reflection materials and hear the messages of the
retreat directors in the comfort of your own home! While you will be
in a retreat mindset for the entire weekend, you will NOT be sitting in
front of your device the entire time. There will be specific times that
we will be online together via Zoom. $60/person.

Retreat Directors:

John Blumberg, Sr. Madelyn Gould, Christine Grano
Register by February 5 online at smmp.com
or call the parish office at (630) 369-0777

Our Amazing Art Classes at ASCA
The Art program at All Saints is thriving this year in our in-person
environment! It is such a blessing to be able to continue our
incredible art program as we individualize the activities by
class and grade. Even though our program is running a bit differently this year, our
ASCA artists are hard at work creating individual pieces in their own classrooms.
All art supplies are brought to the classroom; and art lessons are taught with the same
curriculum and medium. In our Junior High wing, students are able to participate in art
activities in a new lab created with safety in mind. Desks are spaced at a safe distance,
and surrounded with plexiglass for added protection.
Our first collaborative
school project involved
all students adding
designs with line, pattern
and color to the outline
of their own hand.

We Can”.

These hands were put
together to create a school
mural expressing this
year's theme “Together

We are now enjoying working hard on our Christmas compositions so the finished
products can decorate the students’ homes during the holidays!
We are all so grateful to be able to continue the rich art program face to face with all
our students at All Saints!!

Fr. Paul’s Homily
The World Is Passing
Rev 20:1-4, 11—21:2; Lk 21:29-33
(We should not be cavalier; but on the other hand, we should not imbue it with an inordinate value, as if it
were the end and be all of existence.)
“Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not
pass away.”
Well in these modern days, science has proven the gospel
correct. We know as scientific fact that the earth will pass
away. Ancient people do not know this. Even Albert Einstein
believed the universe was eternal. Leibnitz believed the
universe was eternal. In a way, that’s saying they believed the
universe was a sort of divine, uncreated thing, however they
imagined that, I don’t know. Does not make a lot of sense
to me. But they said that. I don’t think they thought about it
too much; they just assumed that the universe in its vastness,
in its immensity, in its extension, in its beauty was always like
that.
Now Einstein himself in one of his little mathematical
formulae actually suggested something else, but he didn’t
know he did it. So his students point out, well if what
you said here is correct, well then the universe must be
expanding. He said, oh no, did I say that? That’s wrong.
“That’s my biggest mistake ever,” he wrote. No, it wasn’t.
It was one of his greatest insights, by mistake. He did it
by mistake. He did not know he had it, but it was correct
and it was proved by the work of astronomers, especially
in California, who kept tabs on the night sky over a long
period of time. And they showed that in fact the universe is
moving, that even far distant galaxies are moving away from
each other. In fact up until the 1920s no one actually knew
there was anything more in the universe itself than the Milky
Way galaxy. They didn’t know there was even another galaxy,
whereas in fact there are billions of them, all moving away
from each other as space itself expands.
Now in this expanding space of course came this great
supernova that exploded 4.5 billion years ago, out of
which has come our solar system. So we know now, we
can show, that the earth is only—only—4.5 billion years
old, and perhaps oddly enough the prediction is it will last
about another 4.5 billion years. Isn’t that extraordinary that

we happen to be situated right at the middle point. But all
scientists are agreed the universe is expanding and cooling and
eventually will be cold with no stars of any kind. Way before
that happens, the sun will expand to such a degree that will
burn up the earth and it will be no more.
So we now know that this is true. “Heaven and earth will
pass away.” This is not a matter of faith anymore; it’s a matter
of knowledge. The point is the Bible has always understood
the passing nature of material existence. It’s fundamental
to the whole story of the Bible that our material existence
of its nature is passing, and therefore our world is passing,
our culture is passing, everything is passing. And we should
embrace that because it’s part of what makes God’s work so
exciting, because God is making something new. The raising of
Christ from the dead is simply the first fruits of a whole new
creation. And it’s a wonderful thing to think about, to meditate
upon, to contemplate. We are headed for something beyond
the beauty we can see already, beyond the magnificence that
we can see already. This is the work of God. But that part we
only know through faith. Science tells us everything is cooling
down and dying. The universe is dying. The heat is being lost
irretrievably. That’s science. Faith says, yes, that’s all happening.
We always knew it was, but in the midst of all that God is
creating something new, something that is for us unimaginable.
And so St. Paul says in Corinthians, “The mind cannot imagine
what God has planned for those who love him.”
So the proper attitude of a Christian would be to embrace
the passing nature of this world and not to invest it with too
much value. Now that does not mean we should be cavalier
about the well-being of people or the well-being of our
environment, in which of course we have to live. We should
not be cavalier; but on the other hand, we should not imbue
it with an inordinate value, as if it were the end and be all of
existence. It is not and cannot be.

Don’t discard your magazines. They are needed for a craft project. By Feb. 1st, bring magazines such as
Good Housekeeping, Country Living, Travel to the space outside the Parish Office. There is a box where
you can deposit the magazines. Many thanks!
S. Madelyn
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Second Sunday of Advent

GOD’S DELAY
In times of great difficulties scoffers taunt us, “Where is God? Why hasn’t your Lord come to save you now?”
And we of faith respond much in the same way as Peter did in today’s second reading: the “delay” of the Lord’s second
coming is not any type of punishment or failure to keep the divine promise, but a loving sign of God’s patience. God is giving
everyone the chance to seek repentance.
God does not make life more difficult. Rather, God lessens our burdens as once before for the Jewish exiles returning
home to Judea after captivity in Babylon. It was God who personally led them, making a “straight highway” for them across the
desert.
We join with our ancestors of faith, who hoped that they might see God’s Chosen One before them and who eventually
realized that the Lord was also walking with them side by side.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — The rugged land shall be made a plain; the rough country, a broad valley (Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11).
Psalm — Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation (Psalm 85).
Second Reading — Conduct yourselves in holiness, hastening the coming of the day of God (2 Peter 3:8-14).
Gospel — I have baptized you with water; he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit (Mark 1:1-8).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on
English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:
Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14; Lk 5:17-26
Tuesday:
Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1-4; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12;
		Lk 1:26-38
Wednesday:
Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10; Mt 11:28-30
Thursday:
Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1, 9, 10-13ab;
		Mt 11:11-15
Friday:		
Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-4; Mt 11:16-19
Saturday:
Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab;
		
Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47,
		
or any readings from the Common of the
		
Blessed Virgin Mary, nos. 707-712
Sunday:		
Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; Lk 1:46-50, 53-54;
		
1 Thes 5:16-24; Jn 1:6-8, 19-28

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday: Second Sunday of Advent
Monday:
St. Ambrose;
		
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day
Tuesday:
The Immaculate Conception of the
		
Blessed Virgin Mary
Wednesday:
St. Juan Diego
Thursday:
International Human Rights Day;
		
Hanukkah begins at sunset
Friday:		
St. Damasus I
Saturday:
Our Lady of Guadalupe
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If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance
95 a month
Solutions as Low as
✔Police ✔Fire
FREE Shipping
✔Friends/Family FREE Activation

Auto Service Center

$19.

NO Long Term Contracts

CALL
NOW!

800.809.3352

MDMedAlert

Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

Craig’s

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

Complete Auto
Repair & Service

Brakes - Tires - Batteries
Computer Diagnostics
Oil Changes

2 year / 24,000 mile warranty

Courtesy Shuttle

Rt. 53 & I 88 Lisle

PHIL WALZ

Established 1967

1340 W. Ogden, Naperville

(630) 355-0080

Lic# 058-062118

Headaches, shoulder pain,
leg or arm numbness?
Why suffer? Call Dr. Don Cowart, D.C.
COWART CHIROPRACTIC
630-357-9833
1212 S. Naper Blvd., Suite #115

Andrew Wiers, D.D.S.

Craig Briel

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Sin

Specialists In
Bath Remodeling

(CST 2117990-70)

™

(630) 852-7510

PLUMBING. INC
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

630.759.1205

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

751 N. Route 53

2 miles South of 75th St. on Rt. 53

GENERAL DENTISTRY FOR THE FAMILY
24 W 500 Maple Ave., Naperville

www.homelandscape.net

Visit our 10 acre garden center

(630) 369-2020

(Near Walgreens and Green Trails)
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Open 7 days a week

Esser Hayes Insurance Group Inc.
“Since 1939”
Ins. Our Only Business
Excellent Companies
& Competitive Rates

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

355-2077

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

1811 High Grove

Now Serving all your tree care needs

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

• Pruning

& Removals

Surveys

• ISA

Certified Arborist • 30 Yrs. Experience

• Insured

•
•
•
•

Call Today!

• Diagnostics

• Free

Estimates

Steve Potter, Owner
(630) 768-0080

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo.

• Consultations
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billed quarterly

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!

One Free Month
No Long-Term Contract
Price Guarantee
Easy Self Installation

CALL BY 12/31 TO RECEIVE

x

75% 50% OFF
LABOR*

*After 12/31/19 customer will be eligible
for 50% off labor. Does not include cost
of material.
Offer expires 3/31/20.

Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Receive a $25 Lowe's Gift Card
with FREE in-home estimate!

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will receive
a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per
household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid
for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating
persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID, be
able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons
are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their
immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the
past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended,
transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if
it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail
within 21 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other
promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Lowe's and is subject to
change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 3/31/20.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

WHY ADVERTISE
IN YOUR LOCAL
CHURCH BULLETIN?

J.S. Paluch will create, produce and print your ad for less
than you’d spend elsewhere.They help you reach
consumers at extremely affordable rates and offer
options to advertise effectively and
keep pace with market change.

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed
never to clog or
we’ll clean it for
FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves,
pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to
clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

*Guaranteed not to clog for as
long as you own your home, or
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Get it. And forget it.®

If you own a business or know of a local business that might like to support
your local Catholic parish by advertising in its parish bulletin, please contact
J.S. Paluch. Grow your business by advertising in the church bulletin and
create strong connections with your target audience. Benefits include:
GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one
church bulletin home every Sunday.
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising in the church
bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between businesses are inclined to
choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.
GREAT LOYALTY - 41% of households do business with
a company specifically because they are advertising in the
church bulletin.
GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church
bulletin the entire week as reference.

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Call us at 1-800-621-5197
Email: sales@jspaluch.com

000832 St Margaret Mary Church (B)

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

Quality Work – Reasonable Prices

JOAN JOCKE - BROKER PARISHIONER
SRES-Senior Real Estate Specialist
34 Years Experience
Cell 630-561-7084
Direct 630-718-3461
joan.jocke@bairdwarner.com
836 W. 75th St. Naperville, IL 60565
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ROOFING • SIDING • DOORS
Deal directly with the owner,
John Ferris. No salesmen.

www.exteriordesignersinc.com
FREE ESTIMATES

630-674-5008

Ask for a
PARISHIONER
DISCOUNT

Lic# 102246

SERVICE
630.991.3641 EMERGENCY
www.demmisplumbing.com

ROBERT F. GIRGIS, DDS, LTD
ORTHODONTIST
7350 JANES AVE., WOODRIDGE
630-769-0707

WHY IS IT

A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress
and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup
of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car
and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor
he ADVERTISES it for sale.
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McGrath & Sheehan Law Group, LLP
Estate Planning
(Wills, Trusts, Powers of Attorney)

Real Estate Transactions

The Most Complete
Online National
Directory of
Catholic Parishes

Check It Out Today!
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Workman’s Comp (Co-Counsel)
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Ed the Plumber
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Proudly Serving
The Lisle Community
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CLEANING
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Bill Eagan
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Bill@EaganCPA.com
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Family Owned & Operated Over 36 Years
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please call the Parish Office.
JIM DHAMER
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44 S. Mill Street • Naperville, IL 60540
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(815) 436-9221 • Corner of Rte. 59 & Rte. 30
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Jones Family

What We Can Offer You and Your Business:
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• One-on-one customer service to help build and design your ad
• The ability to change your ad up to 12 times per year

J.S. Paluch Company
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BORTER
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Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
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Funeral
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