St. Margaret Mary Parish
November 22, 2020
Solemnity of our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe

Masses:
Saturday: 5:00 pm
Sunday: 9 am (during quarantine)
Weekdays Monday-Friday 8:15 am

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday 9 am to 5 pm
Parish Office:
630-369-0777
Fax: 630-369-1493

Religious Ed. Office: 630- 3690833

All Saints Catholic Academy:
1155 Aurora Ave. Naperville, IL 60540
630.961-6125 or www.ascacademy.org

New Parishioners:
Anyone who welcomes you, welcomes
me; and those who welcome me
welcome the one who sent me.: (Mt
10:40) St. Margaret Mary Parish wishes
to welcome everyone to our community
as Jesus would.
For information, please call the parish
office.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: on
hiatus during quarantine

Sacrament of Baptism:
Saturdays at noon and Sundays at 11
am
Registration required
Please call Parish Office to make
arrangements for Baptism

Sacrament of Marriage:
Six months preparation required. Parish
music policies, which reflect Diocesan
guidelines, are to be followed.

Sick, Homebound, Hospital
Visits:
Contact the Parish Office if you would
like Communion, if you need someone
from SMMP to visit you in the hospital,
or if we can help you in any other
way. Privacy policies do not permit the
hospital to contact us directly.
1450 Green Trails Dr. Green Trails Dr. Naperville, IL 60540 Naperville, IL 60540 630-369-0777 www.smmp.com

Priscilla Arrieta
Elaine Badelt
Judea Beckett
Edward Bojan
Blake Burton
Patrick
Cameron
Purena Cameron
Kathleen Carey
Lori Cross
Justin Dellarose
Jerry Dexter
Murlene Dolley
Ben & April Espinos
Michael Facchinello
Mary Fisher
Jo Ellen Furlong
Jim Gardner
William Garrett

Jim Goodrich
Ann-Marie Hartline
Eileen Hensel
John Hill
Kay Hill
Kevin Hill
Fr. George Hurley
Kate Kirchner
Josephine Lewis
Josie Martinez
Joseph Mathy
Donal McGoldrick
Maxine Messere
Dr. Edward Michl
Collette Miller
Joann Mirabelli
Linda Palulis
Russell Rasche
Patrick Rockowitz
Allen Rogers

John P. Rossi
David Schuberg
A. Schuman
Chuck Shine
Greyson Stanley
Elizabeth Stock
Jim Tamburrino
Joan Vinkler
Barbara Vromann
Marion Warner
Bob Whipple
Ray Young

And all people suffering from or
recovering from Covid-19, their
health care providers, and anyone
else in the hospital at this time

NOVEMBER - ADOPTION
AWARNESS MONTH

Mary W. Dugovic
Terrance Dolan
Evelyn Diekemper

ADOPTION
the
LOVING OPTION

						

Weekly Collection 11/8/2020 Year to Date 7/1/2020 to present

Weekly Mass Offerings			

15,077				

222,578

Automated Giving				

8,567				

186,396

Stock/RMD Donations			

0				

17,608

Totals					

23,644				

426,582

Budget Goal				

21,827				

424,968

Over/Under Goal				

1,817				

1,614

Date:

Time:

Intention:

Requested by:

Monday, November 23

8:15 am

Frances Christin

Christin Family

Tuesday, November 24
St. Andrew Dung-Lac &
Companions

8:15 am

Philip DuPont

DuPont Family

Wednesday, November 25

8:15 am

Lorraine Ohm

Friends & Family

Thursday, November 26
Thanksgiving Day

9 am

Deceased Members
Buried from SMMP

Friday, November 27

8:15 am

Betty & Jack Leonard

Diekemper Family

Saturday, November 28

5:00 pm

Kathy Volpe

Ken & Mary Miles

Sunday, November 15

9:00 am

For the Parish Family

Original Mass Intentions in book for Sunday, November 29: 8 am Michael & Ann Skvarek at the request of their
children; 10 am Philip DuPont at the request of the DuPont Family

ANNUAL CLOTHING DRIVE
Help Us Supply Our Resale Stores
Sat, Nov 21: 9am—Noon
Sun, Nov 22: 9am – Noon
Help Us Help People ______

St. Vincent de Paul
Dedicated to Providing Clothing & Shelter

Our First-ever ‘No-Contact’ Clothing Drive!
Some Important Changes for this drive include:
•

Only bagged or boxed items may be dropped off during collection times

•

Pull up to truck and unlock doors or pop trunk / hatch

•

Remain in your vehicle—Volunteers will unload your items

•

Volunteers will place tax receipt in your trunk / vehicle

•

Please do not leave items if volunteers are not present

We’re Collecting:

Clothing & Coats - any condition is OK
Shoes - Linens -Toys - Small Household Items
Questions? Contact Mark @ 630-865-9500 or stvdp@smmp.com

Thank You for Your Generous Support in Helping Us to Help Others!

St. Margaret Mary

Annual Appeal

2020

The Stewardship Committee is launching our fourth annual appeal for contributions to the parish.
We thank you for your ongoing support of our great parish. It is our mission to ensure we can
maintain our vibrant ministries with the financial support of our parishioners. We are blessed with
generous members who sustain our parish. We ask that you prayerfully consider your level of
giving to the parish. We are in difficult times and we understand if you are unable to maintain your
contributions. St Margaret Mary is here for you, walking with you in love.
Despite the financial uncertainty introduced with COVID-19, we have been able to
sustain our Parish operations and ministries with your contributions. However, we are
experiencing a small downturn in contributions which have been offset by reduced
expenses and a reduced budget in the new fiscal year. We hope to improve this
situation going forward.
In these difficult times the needs for support and charity in our community have only
increased, but the Parish has had to trim some of our support.
St Margaret Mary remains a wonderful place to live our faith lives. See our recently
published ANNUAL REPORT to reconnect with all that’s happening. A link can be found
on the parish homepage, SMMP.COM
We ask that you make St Margaret Mary a part of your financial plans. If you can,
please consider increasing your donations so we can sustain our ministries.
Automated giving is at an all time high. We encourage you to consider this easy and
automatic way of giving, especially with the current restrictions on Mass attendance.
We offer several methods of giving to the parish. See the “DONATE” section of the
parish website @ SMMP.com

The Stewardship Committee thanks you for your
participation in our Parish. May God be with you.

Stewardship

Our Christmas Giving Tree Program

Is Going Virtual!
Because of the coronavirus pandemic this year’s Christmas Giving Tree will be done
virtually. The need is even more urgent this year because of the economic impact of
the pandemic — especially on low-wage “essential” workers.
Instead of asking parishioners to shop for gifts for low-income families at St. Nicholas and
Sacred Heart Parishes in Aurora, we are asking folks to participate in these ways:
Purchase Gift Cards: Walmart and Target gift cards ($30—$50) are best because they can be used
for food or gifts. Amazon gift cards would also be welcome. There is a drop box in the parish office (M-F
9am-5pm). You can also mail your gifts cards to: St. Margaret Mary Giving Tree, 1450 Green Trails Dr.,
Naperville, IL 60540 or drop them off in the collection basket at weekend Masses in marked envelop.
Make a Cash Donation: You can make a cash donation that will be used to purchase gift cards. To
make an on-line donation go to: smmp.churchgiving.com/ChristmasGivingTree . Send checks made
out to St. Margaret Mary Parish to: St. Margaret Mary Giving Tree, 1450 Green Trails Dr., Naperville, IL
60540.
Make handmade Christmas Cards: In order to add a personal touch to our giving you are invited to make handmade Christmas Cards that we can include with our gift cards. A collection box for handmade cards is outside of the parish office door. Here are some English/Spanish translations you can use:
Merry Christmas!
¡Feliz Navidad!
May God bless you and your family.
Que Dios los bendiga a usted y a toda su familia.
From our family to yours.
Para su familia de parte de la nuestra.
With our wishes for a merry Christmas
Con nuestros deseos para una feliz navidad.
A happy Christmas season!
¡Felices pascuas navideñas!

The deadline for gift cards & handmade Christmas
cards this is December 4th.
If you have any questions contact Tom Cordaro at 630-369-0777

In the midst of this coronavirus
pandemic there are parish families
and individuals who will not be
able to afford to celebrate
Christmas this year.
We can walk with them in love by
easing the financial burden of this
year’s holiday season.
Some members of our parish are going though difficult economic times
because of layoffs and other financial crisis related to the pandemic. As a
parish with a heart we have always reached out to help people in need.
This year we are asking parishioners to also help members of our parish
family who need help.


If you know of a registered parish family or individual that could use financial help
this Christmas season please call Tom Cordaro at 630-369-0777. (Names will be
held in confidentiality.)



If you would like to help parish families and individuals in need please donate $40
gift certificates from Walmart, Target, Jewel, Meier’s, Mariano’s or Kohl’s. You can
drop cards off at the parish office (M-F 9 am to 5 pm) or mail them to: St. Margaret
Mary Parishioners Helping Parishioners, 1450 Green Trails Dr, Naperville, IL
60540.



If you prefer, you can make an on-line donation and the parish will purchase gift
cards for those in need. To make an on-line donation go to:
https://smmp.churchgiving.com/PHPdonation

Volunteer to provide a Christmas Food Basket
to a family in need.
Our parish will be collecting Christmas food baskets (for families of six)
to be given to local social service agencies to be distributed to low-income
families in our area. Below is a list of items to include in your donated
basket.
ITEMS FOR FOOD BASKET: Fresh or canned ham (6-10 lbs.) for family of six; Potatoes; Rice; Gravy – packets or jars; Carrots; Peas/Green Beans (canned—please check expiration dates); Dinner Rolls or
Corn Bread; Desserts—NO homemade desserts, only store bought. Feel free to include additional
items— please no alcohol.
We ask that all items be placed in a single Container, ie. box, plastic laundry basket, clothes hamper,
basket, etc.
If you would like to sign-up to donate a food basket please complete the sign-up form below and
return it to the parish office or drop it off in the collection basket by Friday, Dec. 4th.

Name: ___________________________________ Phone: ________________________
email: (print carefully) _______________________________________________________
___ I am available to drop off my food basket at St. Margaret Mary Parish on Thursday,
Dec. 17th anytime from 8 am until 11:45 am. (Drive up to the main entrance circle drive
and a volunteer will unload your basket from your car.)
___ I am not available on Dec. 17th and would like to make other arrangements to drop off
my food basket. (You will be contacted by email or phone to discuss alternatives.)
Sign up on line at: https://form.jotform.com/203135591137148

COMMUNAL CELEBRATION OF RECONCILIATION AND HEALING
Monday, December 14, 2020
7:00 PM
In the midst of a pandemic, which has brought chaos, trauma, and death into our lives,
we long for a way to express our grief while maintaining our relationship with the God of
abundant life. The Book of Lamentations gives us the words; and facial coverings, hand
sanitizer, physical distancing, and virtual gatherings provide the sacramental signs for our
utter dependence upon God and our heartfelt desire for divine healing.
You can register to attend this communal celebration in church or participate at home by
livestream. Although private confession will not be available, this 30-minute service will
include readings from the Book of Lamentations, moments of private introspection, and
affirming words of reconciliation and healing. Please join our parish community for this
Advent prayer in preparation for the celebration of the Word-made-flesh.

Faith Formation Grades
K-8
First Reconciliation December 2nd - arrive @6:45
p.m. (for those who have
registered online)
Volunteers Needed: Families and children to
lead us in large group. Contact Judy Rieser:
judyrieser@gmail.com
Service Project: December 4th deadline Directions for Christmas card in back left side
of folder
Upcoming weeks:
11-23 - No classes - Have a Blessed
Thanksgiving!
11-30 - Advent Family Large Group (Zoom link
sent Friday before) - no small group Zoom
12-7 - Small group Zoom
12-14 - Small group Zoom
12-21 - Christmas Family Large Group Family
(Zoom link sent Friday before)- no small group
Zoom
1-4-21 - Large Group Family (Zoom link sent
Friday before)- no small group Zoom
Questions? Email Jacqui Snyder, Director,
jsnyder@smmp.com

Morning Enrichment
Waiting for God

ONLINE

with Marissa Griffith
& Vince Keenan
Wednesday, December 9th
9:15-11:15am • $10/person

We live in a culture that does not like to wait. With so many things
just at our fingertips, it can be easy to live impatiently, always
looking for the next thing. In this session, we will explore what it
means to “wait in joyful hope” during the Advent season and hear
how our presenters, Marissa and Vince, have encountered God in
the waiting.

So, what are you waiting for?

Marissa Griffith is SMMP’s Echo Apprentice. She works with our youth and
young adult ministries while taking classes at Notre Dame to earn a Masters in
Theology. She completed her undergraduate degree in Theology from Notre Dame
in 2019. Marissa was born and raised in Palm Harbor, FL.
Vince Keenan, MSPH, CAE, is the CEO of the Illinois Academy of Family
Physicians. He is executive director emeritus for Family Medicine Midwest
Foundation, board member of the Healthcare Associates Credit Union, and chair
emeritus of the Medical Scientific Committee for the Alzheimer’s Association of
Illinois. He received a BS in Education from Northwestern and an MS in Public
Health from UIC.

Register at smmp.com by 5:00pm on December 7th.

Evening Enrichment
ONLINE

Lord, Keep Us Busy
Being Born
with Dr. Terry Nelson-Johnson
Wednesday, December 16th
7:00-8:30pm • $10/person

Join us for an evening of Advent reflection as we consider how we are
called to grow, stretch, change and be born anew during this season of
darkness. Together with Dr. Terry Nelson-Johnson, we’ll explore what is
waiting to be born in the midst of our pandemic world.
Terry’s passion for narrative theology connects our life stories with
The Story of the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus. Through
storytelling, poetry, and humor, Terry challenges us to enter more
deeply into the mystery of grace, the mystery of spirit, the mystery of
God. Terry has served on the faculty of Loyola Academy Jesuit High
School and is founder and executive director of Soul-Play. He is resident
theologian and animator of faith at Old St. Patrick’s Church, has a
master’s degree from the Institute of Pastoral Studies, Loyola, and a
Doctorate of Ministry from the University of St. Mary of the Lake.

Register at smmp.com by 5:00pm on December 14th.

Ministry Spotlights
Knights of Columbus
The SMMP Knights continue to meet the
4th Thursday of each month at 7pm via
Zoom. Please contact Stewart Mattson at
stewartmattson@comcast.net for the meeting
link.
The SMMP Knights and volunteers held our
September Tootsie Roll Fundraiser in support
of charities supporting those with intellectual
disabilities. We were able to raise $5,000 and
checks will be presented in January 2021. We
would like to thank all who volunteers and those
that donated so generously during this time.
We host a live last Sunday of the month Rosary
service via Zoom at 10:30am. All are welcome
to join by clicking on the following link: https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/88523828604?pwd=dTZJW
UFROTk5ZmRpZHhNa2oyM1Nhdz09
Or go to zoom.us and enter the following
Meeting ID: 885 2382 8604 and Passcode:
616987
The Knights are helping the Pro-Life Committee
promote and online baby Bottle Drive to
support Waterleaf Women’s Center in Aurora.
To donate go to kofcsmmp.com and click on the
link at the bottom of the page.
The Annual Fall Blood Drive will be Saturday,
November 14th in the Parish Center. We
are working with Versiti Blood Centers of
Illinois and special precautions will be in place
to protect the donors and volunteers from
COVID-19.
The Knights will be hosting an online Silver
Rose Prayer Service for the feast day of Our
Lady of Guadalupe at 11am on December
12, 2020. The service honors Our Lady and
the silver rose being used was blessed by Pope
Francis in February 2020. Click on this link
to participate: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=FiKTwKw-3Y4
The Knights are helping Mark Oliphant and
SVdP ministry collect for their clothing drive
November 21st and 22nd from 9am-Noon in
the Parish parking lot. Several Knights and their
families are also assisting with the SMMP Big
Day of Service November 14th.
Lastly, the Knights councils in the Joliet Diocese
have devised a drive-thru fundraiser protocol for
use at Parishes. St Alenxander’s and St Petronille
have tested this model with their pancake
breakfast and Octoberfest events. SMMP
Knights are working with Deacon Ken to obtain
approval for a March 2021 drive-thru pasta night
to support the Parish and Catholic Charities.
This could be a model that enables SMMP to
have a drive-thru Hospitality Sunday.

Oh come, all ye faithful,
and share the gifts of the season
Please join us for the next virtual gathering
of the Catholic Women’s Café
Thursday, December 3 9:00am
https://zoom.us/j/98449585627?pwd=a1hZTktyYXh1OG1VbGhkRldFV21DQT09
Meeting ID: 984 4958 5627
Passcode: JOY
We are grateful for the gift of each other

1975

2020

Rev. Paul A. Hottinger’s forty-fifth Anniversary of Ordination is Sunday,
November 22, 2020. He will be celebrating the 9:00 AM Mass that will be
live-streamed on St. Margaret Mary Parish website SMMP.com. Access
the livestream early at 8:50 A.M. to view a prelude video of photographs
incorporating a few of the treasured moments in Father Paul’s life and
ministry. We are so happy to celebrate this milestone with Father Paul.
Congratulations, and we wish him health and all good blessings in the years
ahead.
The banner portrays the Scripture quote from Isaiah 61:1-2 and Luke 4:18-19
that he chose for the theme of his ministry.
“The spirit of the Lord is upon me because the Lord has anointed me; he
has sent me to bring glad tidings to the lowly, to heal the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the
oppressed go free, and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord.”

Gratitude, Thankfulness and Thanksgiving 
Kindergarten is one of
those foundational years
that, even as adults, we remember and have
fond memories of for a lifetime. Our All Saints
Kindergarten Class of 2029 would certainly agree!
Students were grateful to return to school with
friends and their teachers, recently celebrating 62
days of 5 day in person instruction.
Our students know that God has given us
everything we need and wants us to be
thankful and to enjoy all of His creations.
Students connect religion to science by studying
the characteristics of living things, learning about
the different parts of a plant and a tree. Our
kindergartners enjoyed dissecting Stonecrop
sedum plants; learning by doing.
As we approach the great feast of Thanksgiving Day, each day we give thanks to our
loving and gracious God for all of His blessings as we pray our Togetherness Prayer:
Father, we thank you for your blessing over our community.
Help us to be unified. Help us to share the same vision that you have for us.
Lord, guide us and keep us on the right path.
Help us to stand in unity –
looking out for one another over
ourselves, and loving you above
all else.
Amen.

St Margaret Mary’s Daybreak Transitional Housing ministry currently supports three homeless families.
Our program is helping them by providing a safe place to live, grow, and attain financial stability and
independence. Our ministry has not skipped a beat with the restrictions and risks of the Covid
pandemic. We have been able to continue our work with video conference technology. Here’s an
update on our current families:
●

●

●

Family 1: Our ministry is very proud of this family of a mother and 2 young children. They have
succeeded beyond our expectations. The mother has spent her time in the program going to
school while working part time. She recently landed a new position in her chosen professional
field and should be able to sustain her family going forward. They are expected to graduate out
of the program in May with a sizable savings account accumulated while in the program.
Family 2: We are pleased with the progress of this family of a mother and two children. They
will be graduating and plan to move into a nearby apartment in early 2021. The mother has had
a steady job and has learned how to budget, paid down debt, and achieved savings. We wish
them well as they move to their next step in life.
Family 3: This family of a mother and 2 young children has struggled while in the Daybreak
program. The mother was diagnosed with previously unknown mental health issues that have
hampered their success. She is currently looking for an apartment with the subsidized housing
voucher she recently received. Family 3 will likely leave the program in the next few months
and we pray for their future.

Daybreak is dependent on the work of dedicated volunteer mentors and caring donors.
●
●
●

100% of all donations go directly to support our family’s rents, utilities, and support services.
There are no administrative costs or overhead due to our dedicated volunteers.
Visit the DONATE section of the parish website for information how to donate.

Please consider becoming a mentor working with our families. We could use 2 more volunteers to work
with our current mentor teams.
We pray for all families and children who are in need, especially those who are hungry and homeless.
May God’s tender mercy shine on them.
Carl VanDril

Daybreak President and Mentor

Daybreak@SMMP.COM

Just in time for ADVENT reading
&
CHRISTMAS gift giving

Heart Speaks to Heart
a collection of reflections by Sr. Madelyn Gould

Available at Amazon.
This year give yourself & your loved ones reflections on
faith that will inspire, challenge, enlighten & offer you
Joy!
Deepen your faith as Sr. Madelyn shares personal stories
&
reflections of her faith journey with an empathetic &
honest voice.
Proceeds will benefit the
School Sisters of St. Francis

Many parishes and congregations are in a state of crisis; participation is down and young people
have no interest in becoming church people. This book provides an analysis of two aspects of
suburban parish culture that make it difficult to respond to this crisis; religious individualism and
free market customer-based models of pastoral ministry. The book also tells the story of how a
model of communal discernment was created at St. Margaret Mary Parish in Naperville that
parishes and congregations can use to cultivate a mission-focused communal identity capable of
countering religious individualism and liberating them from free market consumer culture.

“This case study charts one parish's movement from vision to action. It embodies what Karl Rahner only
imagined in "The Shape of the Church to Come," Cordaro, a seasoned pastoral minister, offers a clear
theology of parish, a wise analysis of his suburban context and the process they are using to move toward
a gospel model of church. An excellent tool for pastoral ministry teams, ministers in training all interested in
sparking the shape of the church to come.”
Mercedes Iannone, D.Min.
Retired Director of Graduate Programs in Ministry
Saint Thomas University Miami Gardens Florida

Blessed Miguel Agustín Pro (1891-1927) Readings for the Week

November 23
Graham Greene’s classic The Power and the Glory immortalized Mexico’s persecuted Church of the 1920s. But photographs of Father Pro—arms outstretched to image Christ
Crucified, kneeling in prayer before the firing squad,
crumpled dead on the ground—vividly, visually remind us
that not long ago, not far away, the faith we take for granted cost everything! Born to a mining family, Miguel became a Jesuit and was sent to study Catholic labor movements in Belgium in preparation for evangelizing Mexico’s workers. But he returned to find a Mexico determined
to annihilate Catholicism, and, like priests before him during Roman persecutions, England’s Reformation, and in
China today, ministered secretly to an “underground
Church” until apprehended and sentenced to the firing
squad. In his final moments, Father Pro blessed his executioners, forgave his enemies, and shouted: “Viva el Cristo
Rey!—Long Live Christ the King!”—his defiant, dying
proclamation of ultimate, transcendent loyalty. Father
Pro’s martyrdom reinvigorated that beleaguered Church,
whose countless faithful, never again afraid, would throng
John Paul II when he visited Pro’s beloved Mexico fiftytwo years later.

Monday:

Rv 14:1-3, 4b-5; Ps 24:1bc-4ab, 5-6;
Lk 21:1-4
Tuesday:
Rv 14:14-19; Ps 96:10-13; Lk 21:5-11
Wednesday:
Rv 15:1-4; Ps 98:1-3ab, 7-9; Lk 21:12-19
Thursday:
Rv 18:1-2, 21-23; 19:1-3, 9a; Ps 100:1b-5;
Lk 21:20-28
Thanksgiving Day (suggested): Sir 50:22-24;
Ps 145:2-11; 1 Cor 1:3-9; Lk 17:11-19
Friday:
Rv 20:1-4, 11 — 21:2; Ps 84:3-6a, 8a;
Lk 21:29-33
Saturday:
Rv 22:1-7; Ps 95:1-7ab; Lk 21:34-36
Sunday:
Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7; Ps 80:2-3,
15-16, 18-19; 1 Cor 1:3-9; Mk 13:33-37

—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Saints and Special Observances

Sunday:

Monday:

The Shepherd King

The job of shepherd and the job of king couldn’t be more
different from each other. Shepherds are on the lowest
rung of society, kings are at the top. But God says, through
the prophet Ezekiel, that the Messiah will lead in a way
very different from earthly authorities who lord it over
their people and cause harm with their poor leadership.
Our King takes on the job himself. Christ, like a shepherd,
will give rest, seek out the lost, bring back the strayed and
scattered ones. He will heal the wounded and bind up the
injured. He does not delegate, but will “shepherd them
rightly.” We have a king who cares for us and who is not
afraid to “judge between one sheep and another” (Ezekiel
34:17).
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Saturday:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the
Universe
Thirty-fourth or Last Week in Ordinary
Time; St. Clement I; St. Columban;
Bl. Miguel Agustín Pro
St. Andrew Dũng-Lạc and Companions
St. Catherine of Alexandria
Thanksgiving Day
Blessed Virgin Mary

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
November 22, 2020
“I was hungry and you gave me food,
I was thirsty and you gave me drink.”

— Matthew 25:35

Treasures from Our Tradition

Although our Puritan forebears at Plymouth Rock were almost a hundred years removed from their Catholic roots, the
old liturgical calendar still had an unconscious claim on their hearts. We’ve already seen how on Saint Martin’s Day,
November 11, medieval continental Europe observed a great harvest day of Thanksgiving, with games, dances, parades,
and a festive dinner of roast goose. With the goose went ample draughts of “Saint Martin’s Wine,” the first wine of the
new harvest. Martinmas celebrated full barns and larders stocked for the winter. Even after the Reformation, the tradition of eating goose on Saint Martin’s Day was retained in Holland, and it was there that our Pilgrims encountered this
tradition. When Governor Bradford sent four hunters out into the Massachusetts wilderness in the autumn of 1621, they
did indeed find some geese and ducks, and were persuaded by the indigenous people to try turkey, too.
Just as the liturgical calendar has been tweaked over the years, President Roosevelt moved Thanksgiving to the third
Thursday in November in 1939, probably to extend the Christmas shopping season. The protest was so great that in 1941
the day established by President Lincoln, the last Thursday in November, was restored. If the Pilgrims had known of the
Martinmas connection, they might never have celebrated at all!
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

A

s we celebrate the solemnity of Our Lord Jesus
Christ, King of the Universe, many of the traditional hymns and images for the day are joyful
and triumphal. For some, these connotations
may be perceived as negative. In these days when there are
strong divisions within the Church, and when some government leaders are so far away from the people, we need to
hear all of today’s scriptures, and draw a bigger, fuller picture of Christ as servant king. In Ezekiel, we see God as
both the tender, loving shepherd and the one who will
judge at the Second Coming. This ties in with Matthew’s
Gospel and separation of sheep and goats and “whatsoever
you do.” We pray Psalm 23 with great familiarity and hope.
First Corinthians carefully explains to us
the order in which all will happen. This
is not an evil dictatorship, or a powerhungry leader, but the culmination of a
plan that was carefully laid out in love.
OLD IDEA, RECENT ADDITION
Perhaps it is important to remember that
while the image of Christ as King has been known throughout Christianity, this feast was founded in 1925 as a reaction and a response to growing secularism, communism,
and atheism that were becoming prevalent after World War
I. If we pull back the lens even further, we will remember
that throughout history there has seldom been a peaceful
time in the Christian world. The Holy Land itself has frequently been a battle ground. There have been schisms and
divisions in the history of the church itself, and every
church council was convened to try to correct some mistak-

en notion, world event, or church heresy. Nor has church
leadership always had clean hands, and there have been
wars, genocides, and insurrections “in the name of Christ.”
Today, when more and more people are leaving organized
religion altogether, and people identify themselves as
“spiritual but not religious” or “nones,” the need for Christ
as leader and ruler and guide is more pressing than ever.
INHERIT THE KINGDOM
The world in which we live is complex. We are a diverse,
global society and there are many issues and opinions ranging from climate change to politics to creed. Sometimes we
try and sort it all out, and it is hard to know who and what
to believe. One can find multiple takes
on the same news story, and social media can easily sway us. Yet when we
focus on the Gospel story, it seems very
simple indeed. We do not have to know
it all or figure it all out. We are not the
one on the throne during the Last Judgment. When God starts separating the
sheep from the goats, the formula is a simple rule of thumb.
“When did you see Christ in others? When did you respond
accordingly?” It does not ask if you are Catholic or even
Christian; whether you had a police record or an incurable
disease; whether you had a PhD or a fifth-grade education,
or what languages you spoke. The call is to remember that
“Whatsoever you did to the least you did for me.” And then
there will be the invitation, “Come you who are blessed.
Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation
of the world.”

Fr. Paul’s Homily
Creativity and Courage
Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31; 1 Thes 5:1-6; Mt 25:14-30
(For the disciple confronting fear and overcoming it is an urgent moral imperative.)

“For to everyone who has, more will be given and he will
have more than enough; but from the one who has not, even
what he has will be taken away.”
The parable of the talents like the parable of the foolish
virgins, we heard last week, and the parable of the unjust
steward are all challenging our understanding of what is fair
and just. But each has a very specific point to make, that
ordinary human thinking does not catch on to.
In the case of this parable, there is a background
assumption that human beings are placed on earth for
a purpose. We are not simply the product of mindless
evolution, nor are we simple like other creatures great and
small put on earth simply to exist. Of course all life forms
have their own proper and particular properties and qualities;
but all life forms, other than ours, live out those properties
perfectly through their own instincts. Human beings are, to
put it ironically, free to screw up. The specific property that
human beings possess is the capacity to become coworkers
with God or not.
In the parable at hand, the “servants” received the
master’s property. This is a poetic way of referring to human
qualities as participations in God’s own qualities, chiefly
creativity. Now what does it mean to be creative? It means
the capacity to produce what wasn’t there before, not out of
pure nothingness, like God, but out of something, something
more: out of five talents, ten; out of two, four; out of one,
two. That’s creativity. That is our destiny. That is our great
crown, and yet sometimes it can be blocked. In the parable
today, both of the first two did exactly what they were
supposed to do: they multiplied their gifts. But one allowed
fear to block his creativity. So Jesus is condemning fear.
Now there are three kinds of fear; two are positive. The
fear which is instinctive protects us. For example, fear of
crashing on a bike would lead someone to wear a helmet;

that’s a good fear. Fear of crashing a car hopefully leads
someone to follow the speed limit and observe all the rules of
the road; that would be a good fear. Second kind of fear is the
fear of the Lord, which is the beginning of wisdom, and which
is a kind of devotedness. It’s a fear to offend, and that is the
beginning of wisdom and a great virtue.
This is none of those. This fear is the fear that paralyzes,
and this is very common in life. And about this Jesus said,
“Fear is useless; what is needed is trust.” This fear is really
the opposite of trust. It’s not only useless, but intimidating,
irrational, and really destructive. People who think it’s natural
and therefore acceptable are sadly mistaken, and the proper
audience for this parable. Indeed Jesus wants us to understand
we cannot be friends of God or disciples without faith and
courage. This is not some sort of option that, well, good for
you if you have it. No, it’s a necessity. And as you probably
know, courage or fortitude is one of the gifts of the Holy
Spirit.
We must not forget how this parable begins: Jesus is
describing to his disciples what the kingdom of heaven is like.
Now the kingdom of heaven does not mean somewhere we
go when we die; that’s not how he uses it; one could, but he
doesn’t. Nor does it mean a place on this earth, but rather it
means being in touch with God, living with God the eternal
one already while we are still inhabiting a physical body and
walking on this planet. That’s how he used the term “kingdom
of heaven.” He clearly wants all his disciples over time,
including us, to see that however humble our work for God
is, we will share in our master’s joy. If we only produce a little,
we will share our master’s joy. But those who allow fear to
rule their lives will only share their master’s anger and bitter
disappointment. Doubtless, there may be many reasons why
a person may be controlled by fear or, for that matter, any
other negative emotion. But Jesus makes it clear that for the
disciple confronting fear and overcoming it is an urgent moral
imperative, not an option that just refers to a few.

Sunday Readings
November 22, 2020
The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus
Christ, King of the Universe

the kingdom to his God and Father, when he has destroyed
every sovereignty and every authority and power. For he
must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.
The last enemy to be destroyed is death. When everything
is subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to the one who subjected everything to him, so that
God may be all in all.

Reading 1
Ez 34:11–12, 15–17

Gospel
Mt 25:31–46

Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will look after and tend
my sheep. As a shepherd tends his flock when he finds
himself among his scattered sheep, so will I tend my sheep.
I will rescue them from every place where they were scattered when it was cloudy and dark. I myself will pasture
my sheep; I myself will give them rest, says the Lord GOD.
The lost I will seek out, the strayed I will bring back, the
injured I will bind up, the sick I will heal, but the sleek and
the strong I will destroy, shepherding them rightly.
As for you, my sheep, says the Lord GOD, I will judge between one sheep and another, between rams and goats.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 23:1–2, 2–3, 5–6

R. (1) The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall
want.
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
In verdant pastures he gives me repose.
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
Beside restful waters he leads me;
he refreshes my soul.
He guides me in right paths
for his name's sake.
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
You spread the table before me
in the sight of my foes;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
Only goodness and kindness follow me
all the days of my life;
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
for years to come.
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

Reading 2
1 Cor 15:20–26, 28

Brothers and sisters: Christ has been raised from the dead,
the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since
death came through man, the resurrection of the dead came
also through man. For just as in Adam all die, so too in
Christ shall all be brought to life, but each one in proper
order: Christ the firstfruits; then, at his coming, those who
belong to Christ; then comes the end, when he hands over

Jesus said to his disciples: “When the Son of Man comes in
his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit upon his
glorious throne, and all the nations will be assembled before him. And he will separate them one from another, as a
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will place
the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. Then the
king will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are
blessed by my Father. Inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you
gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a
stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me,
ill and you cared for me, in prison and you visited me.’
Then the righteous will answer him and say, ‘Lord, when
did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give
you drink? When did we see you a stranger and welcome
you, or naked and clothe you? When did we see you ill or
in prison, and visit you?’ And the king will say to them in
reply, ‘Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of the
least brothers of mine, you did for me.’ Then he will say to
those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you accursed, into the
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was
hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you
gave me no drink, a stranger and you gave me no welcome,
naked and you gave me no clothing, ill and in prison, and
you did not care for me.’ Then they will answer and say,
‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger
or naked or ill or in prison, and not minister to your needs?’
He will answer them, ‘Amen, I say to you, what you did
not do for one of these least ones, you did not do for me.’
And these will go off to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”

Prayer of the Faithful

Our loving God looks after us and tends us like sheep. Let us present our prayers to God, then, confident that they will be heard.
For the holy Church of God, that our example of service to others
will inspire many to do the same, let us pray to the Lord.
For leaders of nations to look first to caring for the needs of the
most vulnerable of their people, let us pray to the Lord.
For all who are oppressed by unjust rulers, let us pray to the Lord.
For those whose sins have harmed others, that they will be moved
to repentance and given the chance to show remorse, let us pray to
the Lord.
For an open and honest examination and elimination of all the
practices in our society that lead to racial discrimination, let us
pray to the Lord.
For all those who are sick, for all who suffer from COVID-19, and
for all who have died, especially N., N., and N., let us pray to the
Lord.
For the prayers voiced in our hearts alone, that they may be united
with those of our patron N., and all the saints gathered around the
throne Christ our King, let us pray to the Lord.
We are your people, O God, the sheep of your flock.
Hear the prayers we voice
on behalf of those who stray or
are in need of healing.
Keep us close to you
and form us ever more in the image
of Jesus Christ our King,
who is Lord for ever and ever.
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If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance
95 a month
Solutions as Low as
✔Police ✔Fire
FREE Shipping
✔Friends/Family FREE Activation

Auto Service Center

$19.

NO Long Term Contracts

CALL
NOW!

800.809.3352

MDMedAlert

Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

Craig’s

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

Complete Auto
Repair & Service

Brakes - Tires - Batteries
Computer Diagnostics
Oil Changes

2 year / 24,000 mile warranty

Courtesy Shuttle

Rt. 53 & I 88 Lisle

PHIL WALZ

Established 1967

1340 W. Ogden, Naperville

(630) 355-0080

Lic# 058-062118

Headaches, shoulder pain,
leg or arm numbness?
Why suffer? Call Dr. Don Cowart, D.C.
COWART CHIROPRACTIC
630-357-9833
1212 S. Naper Blvd., Suite #115

Andrew Wiers, D.D.S.

Craig Briel

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Sin

Specialists In
Bath Remodeling

(CST 2117990-70)

™

(630) 852-7510

PLUMBING. INC
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

630.759.1205

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

751 N. Route 53

2 miles South of 75th St. on Rt. 53

GENERAL DENTISTRY FOR THE FAMILY
24 W 500 Maple Ave., Naperville

www.homelandscape.net

Visit our 10 acre garden center

(630) 369-2020

(Near Walgreens and Green Trails)
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Open 7 days a week

Esser Hayes Insurance Group Inc.
“Since 1939”
Ins. Our Only Business
Excellent Companies
& Competitive Rates

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

355-2077

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

1811 High Grove

Now Serving all your tree care needs

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

• Pruning

& Removals
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• ISA

Certified Arborist • 30 Yrs. Experience

• Insured

•
•
•
•

Call Today!

• Diagnostics

• Free

Estimates

Steve Potter, Owner
(630) 768-0080

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo.

• Consultations
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billed quarterly

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!

One Free Month
No Long-Term Contract
Price Guarantee
Easy Self Installation

CALL BY 12/31 TO RECEIVE

x

75% 50% OFF
LABOR*

*After 12/31/19 customer will be eligible
for 50% off labor. Does not include cost
of material.
Offer expires 3/31/20.

Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Receive a $25 Lowe's Gift Card
with FREE in-home estimate!

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will receive
a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per
household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid
for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating
persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID, be
able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons
are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their
immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the
past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended,
transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if
it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail
within 21 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other
promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Lowe's and is subject to
change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 3/31/20.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

WHY ADVERTISE
IN YOUR LOCAL
CHURCH BULLETIN?

J.S. Paluch will create, produce and print your ad for less
than you’d spend elsewhere.They help you reach
consumers at extremely affordable rates and offer
options to advertise effectively and
keep pace with market change.

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed
never to clog or
we’ll clean it for
FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves,
pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to
clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

*Guaranteed not to clog for as
long as you own your home, or
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Get it. And forget it.®

If you own a business or know of a local business that might like to support
your local Catholic parish by advertising in its parish bulletin, please contact
J.S. Paluch. Grow your business by advertising in the church bulletin and
create strong connections with your target audience. Benefits include:
GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one
church bulletin home every Sunday.
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising in the church
bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between businesses are inclined to
choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.
GREAT LOYALTY - 41% of households do business with
a company specifically because they are advertising in the
church bulletin.
GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church
bulletin the entire week as reference.

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Call us at 1-800-621-5197
Email: sales@jspaluch.com

000832 St Margaret Mary Church (B)

www.jspaluch.com
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Quality Work – Reasonable Prices

JOAN JOCKE - BROKER PARISHIONER
SRES-Senior Real Estate Specialist
34 Years Experience
Cell 630-561-7084
Direct 630-718-3461
joan.jocke@bairdwarner.com
836 W. 75th St. Naperville, IL 60565
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ROOFING • SIDING • DOORS
Deal directly with the owner,
John Ferris. No salesmen.

www.exteriordesignersinc.com
FREE ESTIMATES

630-674-5008

Ask for a
PARISHIONER
DISCOUNT

Lic# 102246

SERVICE
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www.demmisplumbing.com

ROBERT F. GIRGIS, DDS, LTD
ORTHODONTIST
7350 JANES AVE., WOODRIDGE
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WHY IS IT

A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress
and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup
of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car
and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor
he ADVERTISES it for sale.
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McGrath & Sheehan Law Group, LLP
Estate Planning
(Wills, Trusts, Powers of Attorney)

Real Estate Transactions

The Most Complete
Online National
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Check It Out Today!

Personal Injury &
Workman’s Comp (Co-Counsel)

ASK ABOUT PARISHIONER DISCOUNT
630-632-4457 • info@mcgrathsheehanlawgroup.com

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter

Proudly Serving
The Lisle Community

Compassion Helpline® l Bereavement Travel
National Transferability l Personal Planning Services
Catered Receptions l Grief Support l Veteran’s Benefits

630.663.1444

Best Work • Best Rates
WE DO ALL OUR OWN WORK
Since 1965
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CLEANING
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www.Blake-LambFuneralHome.com

Elizabeth Rosary
• House Cleaning •
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Bill Eagan
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Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

630-963-3323
Bill@EaganCPA.com
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for our clients every day®
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P L U M B I N G From Your Roof to Your Foundation
Roofing • Siding • Carpentry
$10.00 Exterior Installation & Repairs of All Types
OFF
(630) 963-0433
630-771-1787
W/AD

Remodeling • Repairs • Additions
Custom Homes • Residential • Commercial
IL Lic. #058-124165

Family Owned & Operated Over 36 Years

For further information,
please call the Parish Office.
JIM DHAMER
PLUMBING
630-964-2222
Water Heater, Sink,
Tub, Toilet, Sump Pump
Lic# 055-008346
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Parishioner

Funeral Homes, Pre-Planning & Cremation Services
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Licensed and Fully Insured References Available
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44 S. Mill Street • Naperville, IL 60540
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15219 S. Joliet Rd. • Plainfield, IL 60544
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