Separate
Glass
Recycling

Recycling Glass has
Environmental
Benefits

Glass is 100% recyclable and can be recycled
endlessly without loss in quality or purity.
Recycling glass saves raw materials — Over a
ton of natural resources are conserved for every
ton of glass recycled, including 1,300 pounds of
sand, 410 pounds of soda ash, 380 pounds of
limestone, and 160 pounds of feldspar.

why and how

Lessens the demand for energy — Energy
costs drop about 2-3% for every 10% cullet
used in the manufacturing process.
Cuts CO2 emissions — For every six tons of
recycled container glass used, a ton of carbon
dioxide, a greenhouse gas, is reduced. A relative 10% increase in cullet reduces particulates
by 8%, nitrogen oxide by 4%, and sulfur oxides
by 10%.
Extends furnace life — Including cullet in the
manufacturing mix makes it less corrosive and
lowers the melting temperature (from 2800 degrees F. to 2600 degrees F.), prolonging furnace
life.
No processing by-products — Glass recycling
is a closed-loop system, creating no additional
waste or by-products.
Information from the
Glass Packaging Institute

For more facts on
glass recycling
visit www.gpi.org

To learn more about glass recycling
visit: www.hrra.org
email: info@hrra.org
Call: 203.775.4539

Separate Collection of Glass Bottles & Jars
A better way to recycle
Housatonic Resources
Recovery Authority
162 Whisconier Road,
Brookfield CT 06804
www.hrra.org

What is the problem?
Waste haulers bring our recyclables to a Material
Recovery Facility (MRF). People and machines sort
the recyclables. Our recyclables travel over and
through conveyor belts, screens, optical scanners,
forced air, and magnets to group materials together. Recyclables are then bailed and sold to companies that will make materials into new products.
While it’s convenient for residents to mix recyclables in the same bin, the sorting process for mixed
recycling isn’t perfect. Machines and employees at
the MRF cannot remove all the contamination.
One of the biggest contaminates is broken glass
particles.
The pieces of glass attach themselves to paper,
cardboard, and other recycables contaminating the
bails and reducing their market value. The glass
itself that is sorted is contaminated with bits and
pieces of other items such as small pieces of paper,
bottle caps, metal, and straws. There is a cost to
clean the glass in order for it to be recycled. Most
MRF glass is sent to landfills as Alternate Daily Cover (ADC) and is never recycled into a new bottle or
jar because it is so contaminated.

What is the solution?
With current recycling markets, the cost to accept and
process recyclables has increased significantly. Contamination has also increased and has reduced the value of this commodity (glass). To increase the quality
of the recyclables and to manage the increased cost,
the Housatonic Resources Recovery Authority is implementing a program to recycle glass separate from the
mixed recycling stream. This will increase the value of
the overall mixed recycling stream and make the separated glass more marketable to be sold and recycled
into new bottles and jars or other products such as industrial filler for cement.
Glass is a Connecticut state mandated recyclable.
All residents, businesses, schools and municipalities
must recycle glass.

What is acceptable?
It is essential that you recycle ONLY acceptable
glass. Unacceptable items will contaminate the
entire load and it will either be rejected or cost
your town contamination fees.

ACCEPTABLE

Beverage Bottles
Juice Jars
Condiment Bottles
Food Jars

How to recycle glass
You may bring your glass to your local participating
transfer station or contact a local hauler who provides
the service at the curb. You may continue putting your
glass in with your mixed recycling, but it is stronlgly
encouraged that you recycle it separately.
Rinse your glass containers and
remove lids or caps.
Place in a box separate from your
mixed recycling bin.
Drop-off at your local recycling
center during operating hours.
Note: Local transfer stations may require an annual
permit to use the facility. Visit your town’s website or
HRRA for more information on your towns requirements

NOT ACCEPTABLE
Mirrors

Drinking glasses

Ceramic cups/plates
Clay flower pots
Crystal

Lightbulbs

Window glass
Ovenware

