
#Untitled Possible Hunches to Explore 
1.The idea of a “perfect” student/person 

a. “Expectation that student can ‘balance’ … straight A’s, while going to clubs, … maintaining a 
positive social life, ...eating healthy, working out,” etc. (Bryson) 

b. GC stresses that students “fit to the ‘mold’ of the perfect student. ...more of an issue with the 
American school system” (Caroline) 

c. Pressure on students to take AP/IB courses as a requirement to get into college, even if student 
is not ready or interested in taking these courses. (Emma) 

d. “it makes students who are exemplary feel average in the scheme of things, it creates a 
feeling of overwhelming competition trying to get a better grade or SAT score.” (George) 

e. “Awareness of the exceptionally high standards that they place on their students and the 
environment that can be sometimes negative based on the actions of specific students.” 
(Sarah) 

f. “On the other hand, I think having high expectations have made our school what it is today 
and that’s a good thing. We have great resources and amazing facilities along with 
outstanding teachers who are always there to help.” (Ellie) 

g. “Good Counsel can feel like it encourages a perfect student from an emotional nonacademic 
standpoint. This means that many people attempt to have or act like they have no problems 
or stress or issues in order to paint this perfect picture of themselves. There are things done 
to break this image down, but they are bigger events that occur maybe once or twice 
throughout the course of 4 years. What gets missed is a day to day encouragement of being 
honest with others and with ourselves.” (Robert) 

h. “I know that there are many people to have to hide the fact that they struggle (either 
academically, socially, or at home) and having to hide their problems makes the burden even 
heavier. The stress of school adds to those struggles because if someone misses a school 
day, it’s very hard to catch up on the workload in a few days.” (Mariam) 

i. “Although the encouragement to be successful in what you care about is obviously amazing, 
I think the GC community ultimately pays for it in ways that hurt the students. The 
competitive nature that this builds among GC students not only contributes to less sleep, 
pressure to build the perfect college application outside of what we can actually handle, 
mental health instability to an extent, and doing what it takes to get the A (or the better grade 
than someone else) over actually learning and allowing the material to serve its ultimate 
purpose, but I would argue that it actually also contributes to the bullying and group 
separations” (Cara) 

   



 
2. Collection Cliques vs. Emphasis on an Inclusive Community 

a. Integrating more social interaction into classes, or working on building student social 
engagement through lessons.  Building relationships not just through ‘retreat.’ (Hannah) 

b. “Our community ...has a toxic feel and ... makes some students afraid to come to school. 
...We need to work harder as a community and get the idea of being a good and accepting 
person into the heads of the kids who think that they are the “perfect boy/girl” or whatever 
you want to call it.” (Ian) 

c. “...Incoming students at GC are underserved. Personally, I did not know my way around the 
school after the orientation day, and barely made it to class on time for the first week.” 
(Jack) 

d. “I love the traditions behind the school because it makes us feel like a family that is easy to 
integrate into. I even enjoy the little things most people don’t really consider “traditions”, like 
walking to … Olney after an exam and seeing everyone … in their uniforms, and knowing that 
they also like to hang out with friends as a way to cool down from exams and start the 
summer.” (Maddy)  

e. “One thing that stand out the most is when you go to a football game or an assembly or 
anything where the community is congregated. The community splits almost based on race. 
...The scariest thing is for a school that is so diverse we are also very racial. In the morning 
before school most of the african American sophomores hang out in the cafeteria, and 
majority of the white race hang on the second floor. Our school has a lot of problems that 
can be fixed they just don’t know how to.” (Nia)  

f. “how people can treat each other in a negative way. I think some things need to change and 
people need to stop being so rude and click-y. As inclusive and supportive as the GC 
community can be, there are people that can be just as hurtful and careless. There are a few 
small groups of people (in my personal experience) that lack the characteristics of respect, 
consciousness of how badly words can hurt, and the general idea of caring about other 
human beings other than themselves.” (Summer) 

g. I think the whole inclusivity aspect of GC is a bit over-exaggerated. Although there are some 
more tolerant of each others’ opinions, there is a significant group of people who isolate 
others by targeting aspects of their identities, life experiences, etc. For example, I hear kids 
all the time using racial slurs, such as white kids saying the n-word, in front of peers asking 
them not to. I have heard kids in my community calling Ryken students the r-word to their 
faces and not understanding why they get offended afterward. While I am not blaming the 
faculty and staff for perpetuating such ignorance, it is something that really bothers me, 
especially since we applaud our school’s growing diversity during assemblies. (Bea) 

h. “I believe where GC falls short is a lot with its racial inclusivity in things, and yet I don’t 
believe it can be changed. What I mean by this is I see mostly in my grade especially it 
seems like there’s a divide in which the African American/ minority group do not really 
mingle with the white kids. It also is shown at parties outside of school when there are no 
white kids present. It also becomes something of a hierarchy where the colored kids seem to 
be more “known”/ “popular” then most of the white kids because of sports.” (Isaiah) 

 
 


