
 
Adv. Acting & Directing Class #12 

LESSON PLAN  

Subject/Course: Adv. Acting & Directing 

Unit: Uta Hagen 

Lesson Title: Endowment 

Level: Juniors/Seniors 
 
Lesson Objectives—Know/Understand/Do 

K: endowment 

U: sense memory as a tool for the actor 

D: endow an object 
 
Summary of Tasks/Actions Time  

Review Homework Reading (11-45 & 81-89 in ‘Respect for Acting’) 
1. In groups of three asks students to discuss/define one of the following 

concepts immediacy, substitution, emotional memory. 
2. Groups should come up with a definition & an example and post this on a giant 

post-it. 
3. Have each group present their concept to the rest of the class 

12 min 

Present Changes of Self Scene 45 min 

Step 1: 
Uta Hagen’s Respect for Acting, pages 112-117 summarize what they’ve read 
Journal and discuss examples from productions they’ve seen & personal experiences           
they’ve had 
 
Practice Endowment with a cup.  Cocoa, lemonade, OJ/milk 

 

Step 2:  
Pass out a cloth and a cup to each student. Inform them that they are going to reenact                  
their nightly chores (for about 90 secs); however, they must manipulate the piece of              
cloth or cup into 3 different props they would use during this routine (For example, the                
cloth becomes a toothbrush, face towel, and blanket) 
NOTE: Encourage students to be detailed in their interactions with the cloth so viewers              
know exactly what the prop is 

15 min 

Perform for Partner 
Perform your scene for a partner, who will act as director. Hold your performer              
accountable for endowing the object clearly so they are communicating their           
relationship to the object as it changes. 

10 min 
 

 
Materials/Equipment  



Journals Rehearsal Furniture 

Cup, Cloths  
 
 
Assessment Take Home Tasks 

Discussion Begin preparing Uta Exercise Scene 

 
References  

Respect for Acting, Uta Hagen  
 

Vocabulary Definition 

Endowment Using sense memory recall the physiological sensations necessary to imbue an 
object with certain qualities.  Ex. an empty mug into a steaming cup of coffee. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


