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From the Minister... 

February’s Soul Matters Theme:  Beloved Community 
 

Beloved Community is “the place where the person you least want to live with always lives.” 
           - Henry Nouwen 

 

Our theme for February invites us to wrestle in more detail with the vision of a Beloved Community that was 
central to the work of Martin Luther King, Jr., and of Jesus before him.  Jesus referred to this vision as “The King-
dom of Heaven” or “The Kingdom of God.”  This dream looks toward a time when the strife and oppression and ha-
tred that characterizes all too much of our common lives as human beings will be behind us, a time spoken of in 
prophecy in many religious traditions.   

Most traditions tell of a time in the past when peace such as we no longer know once prevailed.  In Chinese tra-
dition, for example, Confucius pointed toward a past in which the rulers knew how to rule wisely and justly and 
peace prevailed.  Then wars were waged by unjust conquerors who lacked that wisdom and the peaceful time was 
ended.  Many Native American traditions point to primeval traditions of goodness, not unlike the Golden Age we 
read about in Greek mythology.  And of course, Muslim, Jewish and Christian traditions speak of the Garden of 
Eden, an idyllic time before the fall, before everything went wrong. 

So there is a deep sense in almost all of our traditions that something was once wonderful, once perfect, until 
something went wrong – evil invaders who failed to honor the ways of wisdom, animal tricksters (Raven was a pop-
ular villain) or disobedience by humans to God’s command.  And always there is also a vision of how that perfect 
time of peace and abundance can be reclaimed.  Always there is hope for some kind of renewal of those better 
times.  In popular culture, Crosby, Stills, Nash and Young’s “Woodstock” said that “we’ve got to get ourselves back 
to the garden” – though, alas, Woodstock turned out to be anything but a bucolic garden of peace and equality.  
For starters, there was a lot of mud. 

Jesus spoke of this dream as the Kingdom of Heaven.  As for how this utopian dream could be realized, he said 
that this Kingdom was like a tiny mustard seed – it would start as a tiny possibility be become as great tree under 
which all the birds could shelter. And he said that it was already among us – or sometimes, that it is within us.   

We can dream of a different and better world because humans have always been able to imagine how “Earth 
shall be fair, and all its people one,” as the English poet Clifford Bax put it in 1916 – just at the moment that the 
First World War was creating havoc and destruction and hatred the likes of which had never been seen before.  
Alas, it is only in the wake of destructive conflict that we learn that it is with our enemies that we must make peace 
– we’re already at peace with our friends. 

So it is in families and congregations and nations.  It is, unfortunately, precisely those whom we least want to 
live with that we must make peace – not just for the sake of being goody-goody but because it’s the only way we 
humans can survive.  AND it turns out that by making friends out of enemies, we are also able to be better friends 
to ourselves – because it is precisely the one who triggers us who also teaches us to see the darkness within our-
selves, places where we are short on compassion and wholeness and unselfish love. 

And it starts with a little seed of kindness or understanding or compassion and grows from there – like another 
metaphor Jesus uses – like a tiny pinch of leaven that makes three loaves rise. 
 
In Faith – Rev. Paul – Psprecher@uuma.org 781-774-0086 
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From Rev. Paul:   
 

Our Minister's Discretionary Fund has become depleted because of needs that have 
arisen in the course of the pandemic.  We normally receive generous gifts that sustain 
us for the year at our Christmas Candlelight Service.  Unfortunately, because we 
weren't all able to be together nor could we welcome the many friends who usually 
join us, our collection was substantially less this year.  If you would have donated at 
that service had we been together, please consider a special gift to the fund.  Just indi-
cate "Minister's Discretionary Fund" in the memo line OR you can donate online from 
our website -- just choose "Minister's Discretionary Fund" from the dropdown on the 
first line.  Those who rely on your help will be most grateful!  

WORSHIP CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY 2021 
 

February 7: Worship with Rev. Paul Sprecher, “Radical Hospitality” Beloved Com-
munity seems like a wonderful idea -- as long as it mainly includes people like us.  But 
what if it is truly radical -- and only works when everyone is included? 
  
February 14:  Worship with Beth Manchester-Howell, "Finding your Beloved" Sufi 
mysticism gives us an ecstatic vision of love.  Consumer culture gives us an unattaina-
ble, syrupy ideal.  Can putting these traditions side by side make us better people? 
  
February 21:  Worship with Rev. Paul Sprecher, “It Starts with a Seed”  Jesus com-
pared the Kingdom of Heaven to a mustard seed, which he called the smallest of all 
seeds but becomes a tree.  Such is the Beloved Community, as we now call that King-
dom. 
  
February 28:  Worship with Rev. Edmund Robinson, "An Eye For an Eye, Or the 
Truth For The Truth: Retaliation And Impunity In the Beloved Community"  The 
Beloved Community is a substitute for the Christian idea of heaven, but it is broader in 
that it does not require a belief in the afterlife or any particular formula for salva-
tion.  But though there may not be heaven or hell awaiting us after we die, we con-
stantly create and maintain heavens and hells in this world by our actions.  How 
should we deal with the wrongdoing which has occurred among us?  Do we follow Je-
sus' teaching to turn the other cheek, or does that remove accountability for actions 
which may have done great harm? 
  
The Rev. Edmund Robinson has been a UU minister since 1999 and has most recently 
served the UU Meeting House in Chatham, on Cape Cod.  



What's Happening in Religious Education 

January has been a great month in RE! Kids and Youth got the chance to explore the theme of IMAG-
INATION through the lenses of New Beginnings, Truth, The Promised Land, Impossible Things, and 
Escape. We made candy, played games, created art, and laughed our way through the month as we 
explored what it was to be people of Imagination.  
 

January also saw our Building a Village Parents Group resume every other Saturday and a multi-
generational racial justice movie night and discussion of The Hate U Give.  As always thank you so 
much for being a part of the RE program, it is such a blessing to get to do the work that I love. 
 

~ April ~ 
 

RE Classes and Events Coming Up in February 
 

* Family Storytime and Sing A Long - Wednesdays at 9:30am   
* Sunday School - Wednesdays at 4pm 
* Adult RE: Riddle & Mystery - Thursdays at 8pm 
* Jr. & Sr. Youth RE - Fridays at 7pm   
* Building a Village Parents Group - Every other Saturday 9:30am  
 

Faith at Home 
The theme for February is Beloved Community 

Here’s a sneak peek at how you can take it home as a family 
 

Family Movie Night – Remember the Titans (PG) 
Snuggle up as a Family and watch the story of a recently integrated high school football team and 
their Black coach's struggle to diffuse racial tensions. A movie based on the true story of high school 
football coach Herman Boone, and the way he teaches his players to come together on and off the 
field. 
  

Family Activity – What is Beloved Community?  
Beloved Community is formed when we share our hopes, our understandings, and our challenges. 
Use the PBS show, Race and Racism, as a catalyst for a family conversation on race.  Video 
Link: https://pbskids.org/video/dots-spot/3047127185   
 

Family Bedtime Story (geared towards our younger kiddos) - We March Together  
Book: HERE 
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P1QqHZ88KBY 
 

Family Check in Question  
(great dinner/car conversation for families of Jr. & Sr Youth) 
Have you ever had a relationship in which working out difficult tensions brought you closer? 
Name two feelings you’ve had when doing justice work. 
 

*UU Parenting 
Why talk about race and racism with children? Because our faith calls us to, as we strive to live out 
our principles and values.  Not sure where to start or how to continue the conversation, here’s one 
helpful article: https://www.healthychildren.org/English/healthy-living/emotional-wellness/Building-
 Resilience/Pages/Talking-to-Children-About-Racial-Bias.aspx 
 

The Spiritual Practice of Chalice Lighting  
 

https://pbskids.org/video/dots-spot/3047127185
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First Parish Reflects on the Pandemic 
 
The Caring Committee seeks your written reflections on what it's been like for you to live through this pandem-
ic.  We welcome anything you'd like to share, but especially would value focus on your own personal experiences 
and how they relate to the life of our church during this time:  how things have changed, if you've been ill and 
what that was like, how we now worship and stay connected, how we are limited in our interactions and yet how 
we continue to care for each other. 
 

The intention of this project is to compile and save theses reflections, which will be placed in First Parish's ar-
chives at the BSU library.  I recently read the book Pandemic 1918 by Catharine Arnold, and found the personal 
stories of living through that pandemic to be the most compelling part of the historical account.  It seems to me 
that future people of First Parish would like to read our stories.  Your experiences are precious and valuable in 
this way, and writing them now, while we are still in the grips of the Covid19 pandemic, will lend a poignant im-
mediacy. 
 

Please forward your writing to me at Mskzigler@aol.com.  Although we may want to publish some of your writ-
ing for our church community, if you'd like your writing to be confidential, let me know and it will be placed in the 
compilation and archived without a contemporary reading.  Anonymity is fine as well.  The deadline for submis-
sion is March 1st, 2021. 
 

Thank you! 
 

Korin Zigler 
Caring Committee 

Green Sanctuary Committee’s  

Green Tip of the Month 
 

So, how are you doing with your “challenge” in the three RRRs? 
 

Remember we encouraged you to get your friends and neighbors to make a 
plan to add RRRs to their lives. At the Y we were able to get three people to 
regularly use reusable water bottles and talk about it. One of the folks is an 
Aqua Zumba instructor. Just think of the example she is setting. 
Thanks for doing your part in making this world a greener place. 
 

Check out this site for another easy way to recycle. 
https://www.cvs.com/content/sustainability 
TerraCycle.com 
 

GSC at First Parish welcomes new members.  We meet once a month to plan various activities to make this a 
greener world. Feel free to contact Debbie Baumgarten, Ginger Irish or Janet Dye to learn more express your in-
terest in joining us monthly or for just one of our projects. 
 

The GSC also wants to thank Jamie for the great deed in adding perfect graphics to our green tips. Best wishes as 
you continue your life journey.    
 

Reduce Reuse Recycle 
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PLATE DONATIONS 
The plate donations in February will be equally divided between two local groups, BCCR and D.I.C.E., who are 
working for civil rights, diversity and anti-racism. Several First Parish members are involved in their activities 
including Standouts on the Common and working with the local schools. 
Bridgewater Communities for Civil Rights (BCCR) stands against social injustice, intolerance and hate. BCCR 
promotes civility and respect through Active Bystander Training, Community Forums and Stand Outs. 
BCCR, Inc. is a 501c3 non-profit charity corporation. 
 
Diversity & Inclusion for Community Empowerment (D.I.C.E.) is a network of community members interested 
in ensuring that Bridgewater - Raynham MA and surrounding cities and towns promote diversity, inclusion, 
cultural competency, anti-racism, empathy and compassion in our towns and schools. Through this network, 
we exchange ideas and challenge each other to think in new ways about how our evolving communities can 
foster an inclusive environment where people from all backgrounds - particularly our youth - can live, thrive, 
and succeed.  
 
 

MAINSPRING HOUSE LUNCHES 
Thursday, February 4 lunches will be prepared for MainSpring House (75) and Evelyn 
House (25) Homeless shelters. Volunteers are needed to provide bagged lunches, fruit, 
and beverages. These are to be delivered to the home of Betty Gilson by 8:45am that 
day. If you would like to help, please contact Betty Gilson at 774-226-0942 
or gillyflower@verizon.net for more details. 
 
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE MEETING 
Thursday, February 4 at 7pm the Social Justice Committee will meet on ZOOM to work on plans for actions 
and advocacy including Black Lives Matter films, projects for UU Mass Action and with Church of the Larger 
Worthy Now program, and the work of the Green Sanctuary and Peace Committees. New members and ideas 
are appreciated. Contact Rev. Rachel Tedesco revrayted@comcast.net or Betty Gilson for more infor-
mation gillyflower@verizon.net.  
Here is the meeting link. 
https://tinyurl.com/vcxm4be 
Or dial in by phone:   +1 646 876 9923 
Meeting ID: 524 750 5733 
 
 

BLACK LIVES MATTER FILM 
Tuesday, February 23 at 7pm the SJC and BCCR invite you to attend a discussion on ZOOM of Part One of 
a video series which explores the base-less claim that there are biological differences between 
the "races.” Race is a biological myth. Please watch episode one for this meeting. Each episode is about 57 
minutes long. 
Here is the link the 3 episodes. 
https://mem.intervarsity.org/resources/race-power-illusion-documentary 
A discussion guide is available. The second part will be discussed on March 23 and part three on April 27. 
Here is the link to the ZOOM meeting. 
https://tinyurl.com/vcxm4be 
Or dial in by phone:   +1 646 876 9923 
Meeting ID: 524 750 5733 
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 T”UU”RNING LEAVES BOOK CLUB 
Friday, February 26 at 7pm the Book Club will meet on ZOOM to discuss “Fathers and 
Sons” (more correctly translated Fathers and Children) by Ivan Turgenev. When a young grad-
uate returns home he is accompanied, much to his father and uncle's discomfort, by a strange 
friend "who doesn't acknowledge any authorities, who doesn't accept a single principle on 
faith." Turgenev's masterpiece of generational conflict shocked Russian society when it was 
published in 1862 and continues today to seem as fresh and outspoken as it did to those who 
first encountered its nihilistic hero. 

Here is the meeting link. 
https://tinyurl.com/vcxm4be 
Or dial in by phone:   +1 646 876 9923 
Meeting ID: 524 750 5733 
  

TEA TIME! 
Currently, we are offering "Tea Time" gatherings via Zoom every Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 4:30pm, 
and a morning Tea Time at 8am on Mondays for you early risers who might  want to share your tea, coffee 
and thoughts with us. Reverend Paul will be joining us Fridays on most weeks. 
 
The ZOOM link for Monday 8am and Tuesday & Friday 4:30pm is as follows.  
 
https://uuma.zoom.us/j/5247505733 
Or dial in by phone: +1 646 876 9923 
Meeting ID: 981 2596 1177 
  
On Thursday 4:30pm this will be the ZOOM link.  
 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/8542076619?pwd=RXBQZWc3dXl1MEpXZ0hwZ2ZXc3dhUT09 
Meeting ID: 854 207 6619 
Passcode: JTFPUU 
 
We would really like to increase Tea Time attendance. A few of us show up pretty much every time, and, al- 
though we are extremely entertaining conversationalists, we would love to hear about life from YOUR per-
spective. We would love to hear suggestions from you about what would make it more convenient for you to 
attend. Would different times or days work better for you? Would you like a certain topic for discussion to be 
chosen, or is free form more your style? How about readings, spiritual or fanciful? Poetry? Music? Please con-
tact Jan Thompson        janicethompson22@comcast.net. or (508) 697-2492 with any suggestions you might 
have. 
 

SCIENCE & RELIGION DISCUSSION GROUP  
3rd Wednesday each month at 7pm 
Every 3rd Wednesday of the month the FP Science and Religion Discussion Group meets at 7pm via ZOOM to 
discuss various books, articles, plays and stories that revolve around scientific and religious themes. Subjects 
vary from month to month and are decided by the group together. The discussions can be very lively and we'd 
love to have you join us.  February  2021's meeting will be held on Wednesday, 2/17 at 7pm Topic TBA.   
Please contact Jan Thompson   janicethompson22@comcast.net  
or Paul Foos   webguy@paulfoos.com for info and to be put on the group's e-mail list and to get the ZOOM 
link for the meeting. 
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Helping the Hungry 
  

Our Social Justice Committee collects non-perishable food items for local food pantries.  Once the 
building reopens, we invite you to help the hungry in our local area by bringing canned and packaged 
foods on the first Sunday of each month.  A box is placed at the front of the sanctuary, near the 
piano, to receive the items, which the Social Justice Committee members gather and bring to our 
local food pantry. 

Feeding the Homeless             

Our church volunteers provide lunches for MainSpring House shelter for the homeless in Brockton and 
Evelyn House in Stoughton.  Currently, lunches are being made in the homes of volunteers and then 
brought to Betty Gilson to be delivered to the shelter.    
  

You can help in many ways, including donating baked goods, other food items, and paper goods as needed, pur-
chasing some of the fixings and preparing the lunches at home (such as tuna or egg salad), or simply donating mon-
ey toward the cost of the lunches, which is about $100 per month for 50 lunches. 

Monday, February 1 
 8am  Tea Time 
Tuesday, February 2 
 4:30pm  Afternoon Tea 
Wednesday, February 3 
 9:30am  Family Storytime and Sing-a-Long 
 4pm  Sunday School 
Thursday, February 4 
 8:30am  MainSpring/Evelyn Houses lunches prep delivery 
  4:30pm  Afternoon Tea 
 7pm  Social Justice Committee Meeting 
 8pm  Adult RE “Riddle & Mystery” 
Friday, February 5 
 4:30pm  Afternoon Tea 
  7pm  Junior & Senior Youth RE 
Saturday, February 6 
 9:30am  Building a Village Parent’s Group 
  

Sunday, February 7 
 10:30am   Worship Rev. Paul Sprecher, “Radical Hospitality”  
Monday, February 8 
 8am  Tea Time 
 1pm  Green Sanctuary Committee Meeting 
Tuesday, February 9 
 4:30pm  Afternoon Tea 
 7pm  Shared Ministry Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, February 10 
 9:30am  Family Storytime and Sing-a-Long 
 4pm  Sunday School 
Thursday, February 11 
 4:30pm  Afternoon Tea 
 8pm  Adult RE “Riddle & Mystery” 
 

febrUARY  
calendar 
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Friday, February 12 
 4:30pm  Afternoon Tea 
  7pm  Junior & Senior Youth RE 
  

Sunday, February 14 
 10:30am  Worship with Beth Manchester-Howell, "Finding your Beloved” 
Monday, February 15 
 8am  Tea Time 
 5pm  RE Committee meeting  

Tuesday, February 16 
 4:30pm  Afternoon Tea 
  7pm  Connections 
 Wednesday, February 17 
 9:30am  Family Storytime and Sing-a-Long 
 4pm  Sunday School 
  7pm  Science and Religion Discussion Group meet via zoom 
Thursday, February 18 
 3pm  Membership Committee 
 4:30pm  Afternoon Tea 
 7pm  Worship Committee Meeting 
 7pm  Finance Committee Meeting 
 8pm  Adult RE “Riddle & Mystery” 
Friday, February 19 
 4:30pm  Afternoon Tea 
  7pm  Junior & Senior Youth RE 
Saturday, February 20 
 9:30am  Building a Village Parent’s Group 
  

Sunday, February 21 
 10:30am  Worship with Rev. Paul Sprecher, “It Starts with a Seed”   
Monday, February 22 
 8am  Tea Time 
 6:30pm  BCCR Forum Series on Gender Identity and Intersectionality  
Tuesday, February 23 
 4:30pm  Afternoon Tea 
 7pm   BLM film series ZOOM Event 
Wednesday, February 24 
 9:30am  Family Storytime and Sing-a-Long 
 4pm  Sunday School 
Thursday, February 25 
 4:30pm  Afternoon Tea 
 7pm  Parish Committee Meeting 
 8pm  Adult RE “Riddle & Mystery” 
Friday, February 26 
 4:40pm  Afternoon Tea 
 7pm  Junior & Senior Youth RE 
 7pm  T”UU”rning Leaves Book Club will meet via zoom 
 

 Sunday, February 28 
 10:30am  Worship with Rev. Edmund Robinson, "An Eye For an Eye,  
                                       Or the Truth For The Truth: Retaliation And Impunity In the Beloved Community"   
  


