
Make your own bubble-maker at home with plastic/rubber kitchen

whisk, pipe cleaners, cups with the bottom removed--be creative and

experiment! Make your own bubble solution with 1/4 cup dish soap,

1 tbsp of corn syrup, 2 cups warm water, stir, and you're ready for

some bubble magic! 

 Treat yourself to a bubble bath and see what amazing creations you

can make--whether a bubble snowman, pyramid, or birthday cake!

If creating bubbles with others, opt for bubble wands that can be

waved around, rather than ones that must be blown (those are good

for fam/pods)!

"Play is the highest form of research."
― Albert Einstein

The worship item(s) of the month are bubbles! Humans thrive best at

every age when there is the excitement, joy, learning, and awe. What can

we learn about ourselves, one another, and our world when we invite

play into our lives? Send your intention for joy and play into the Universe

with bubbles!

While in worship, or anytime this month, you're welcome to:
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It is a happy talent to know how to play. — Ralph Waldo Emerson
  

Let us arrive as children to this huge playground – the universe. 
– Roger Bourland

 
 I tell you; we are here on Earth to fart around and 

don’t let anybody tell you different. 
- Kurt Vonnegut

 

- Christina Baldwin 

 

 

 

 

 

e

There are many ways of assessing the idea of play, from the slightly portentous

pronouncement of Emerson to the flip one that Vonnegut offers. This time of

re-opening our society, our homes, and our selves as we emerge from the

dreadful seriousness of the pandemic lockdown is a good time to remember

the joy that comes from simply engaging in play – dancing, gathering over

board games, sharing puzzles and so many other forms of play are again

emerging from the shadows as possibilities freed from the fear of causing harm

or being harmed when gathering together.

Tom Robbins says that “Humanity has advanced, when it has advanced, not

because it has been sober, responsible, and cautious, but because it has been

playful, rebellious, and immature.” When we are too serious, we can get lost in

our heads and close ourselves off to the creative, loving and fun parts of what

our living is about – creating an imaginary utopia somewhere far away while

forgetting the real joys that lie all around us.  



 

Let us at least some of the time strive to find again in ourselves the eyes and the

spirit and the openness of a child, “the child who meets life naturally, the child who

sings the world alive, and greets the morning sun with glee,” as one of our hymns

puts it.

This is the last column I will write for Bridging. It goes without saying that

farewells are difficult and there is much to remember with joy in these past

seven years that we have spent together. My own life has been radically

changed by Deedee’s death two years after I started serving this congregation,

and I remain deeply grateful for the time you allowed me to take off during

those months, and I’m also grateful that we were able to call on Rev. Dick

Fewkes to be with you again during that time. 

We have done so much together, in many cases following up on initiatives

started by Rev. Anita during her interim service here. She and I recently had a

conversation about First Parish in Bridgewater, and we both reflected with deep

satisfaction that our work here over these past nine years has helped you to

become a more loving, happy, and effective and Beloved Community. We are

both very grateful to have been part of your journey.

Your Search Committee and Parish Committee have done an excellent job in

choosing Rev. Jennifer Johnson as your next minister. In every interaction she

and I have had with committees and groups, and in our own extensive

conversations, I have become completely convinced that I am leaving this

congregation in good hands. 



 

You will be well-served by Rev. Jennifer. And I need to really leave you! In order

for you to really be able to embrace Rev. Jennifer as your minister, I need to

completely remove myself from your company except insofar as she thinks it

might be useful. Please be assured that I carry a deep love for you as individuals

and as a congregation – but I am already moving into my own “encore career”

doing what I can to fend of the looming Climate Crisis, and you have a new

minister who will admirably and ably fill the role I have served for you.

So …. At the end of June we will be saying “Farewell and well-met.” I leave you

with deep gratitude for this time we have spent together.

In Faith – Rev. Paul – Psprecher@uuma.org 781-774-0086

mailto:Psprecher@uuma.org


Worship Calendar for
June 2021
FROM THE WORSHIP COMMITTEE

June 6 - "Let it Be a Dance" - Rev. Paul - Our theme for June is "Play" --

so as we gather again and see each other's beautiful faces (mostly)

without masks, let's dance a little and smile a lot as we remember the fun

of just being together. 

June 13 - "Celebrating Pride" - Welcoming Congregation Renewal
Committee -
The Welcoming Congregation Renewal Committee celebrates Pride with

songs and the spirit of commitment to continue our journey in creating an

inclusive community and working for LGBTQ justice and equity.

June 20 - "Flower Communion - Back Home/Father's Day" - Rev. Paul -
At Last! We will gather in person to share our flowers as we mark the end of

the regular church year in the same way we've gathered in years past --

except for last year. And as always, we'll remember and express our

gratitude (and other complicated feelings!) for our fathers. We'll also take

advantage of the renewed freedom we're beginning to experience for

festivities after the service as well.

 

June 27 - Virtual Worship from our UUA General Assembly -- Our

General Assembly is again meeting online this year, and we will be sharing

the Sunday morning worship service from General Assembly from our

usual ZOOM room at 10:30. Let's gather then to greet each other before the

service begins.

 



SPECIAL EVENTS:

ADULT RE CLASS: PARENTS AS PRIMARY
SEXUALITY EDUCATORS.  MAY 27 - JUNE
24, 7:00 - 8:30 PM

IN PERSON FAMILY FUN PLAY DATE 
JUNE 5TH - 9:30 - 10:30AM

ALL AGES SPIRITUAL PRACTICE IN THE
KITCHEN 
JUNE 8 - 6-7PM 

IN PERSON STORY TIME 
JUNE 9 - 9:30-10:30 AM

IN PERSON YOUTH (JR. & SR.) GROUP
JUNE 18 - 6:30-8:30 PM

IN PERSON ALL AGES LAWN PARTY JUNE
26TH - 6:30-8:30PM 

This past year has been a lot of things to all of us, but one

thing that has continued to go strong has been our Virtual RE

program! But with the weather warming up and school

coming to a close the last thing any of us want to do is be

stuck in front of a screen.

So, with that in mind, the focus/theme for spring and

summer will be In Person Radical Play and Connection. The

goal is to help our kids and youth transition back into being

with friends (new and old) and in community.  Spring and

summer months will offer each age group 3 opportunities a

month to be together in person and once on line. 

~ April ~ 

What's Happening 
in RE

RE Classes and
Events in June

APRIL ROSARIO, INTERIM DRE



RE Special Events for June

Adult RE Class: Parents as Primary Sexuality Educators. May 27 - June 24

7:00 - 8:30 pm via Zoom

(designed for parents with kids elementary-high school-age) 

Parents and Caregivers of children of all ages are invited to join us for this five-

session group designed to explore their role as the primary sexuality educators of

their children. The information and attitudes that adults share with their children—

intentionally or by default—carry extraordinary power. It is a power that many

adults struggle to wield effectively and confidently. Often, their own experiences,

perspectives, and worries get in the way. These sessions invite parents and

caregivers to find support and courage with one another, before and/or during

these conversations with their children. These 90-minute sessions will help engage

adults in topics including Gender Identity, Relationships, Social Media, Consent,

and more. 

This Adult RE small group needs a minimum of 6 participants to run. Registration

link is in the June Bridging Email.

 

 



RE Special Events for June

 6/5 In Person Family Fun Play Date 9:30 - 10:30am 

 Join April Saturday June 5th at the Massasoit State Park Playground for a chance to

connect and play. Playdates are designed with our Sunday School age kids in mind but

as always all kids and youth are welcome!! Reminder this is not a drop off event.

Address:

Massasoit State Park 1361 Middleboro Ave East Taunton - 

Follow sign to the park. 

6/8 All Ages Spiritual Practice in the Kitchen 6-7pm

Spiritual Practice simply means the act of actively engaging with your faith or spiritually

in a way that makes you think! Join April Tuesday night on ZOOM to make bagels as a

way of exploring Faith Formation. This class if great for kids, youth and adults (kids may

will require adult help and supervision) 

Ingredients needed: 1 cup flour,1 Tbsp baking powder, ½ cup plain or vanilla Greek

yogurt , Pinch of salt, Shredded cheese Optional: raisins, chocolate chips, everything

seasoning etc.

Join Zoom Here:  https://zoom.us/j/93214748984
 

 

 

https://zoom.us/j/93214748984


RE Special Events for June

6/9 In Person Story Time 9:30-10:30 am

Join April Wednesday morning on the FP Church lawn for stories, songs, and play! The

first half hour will be our typical story time, the second half will offer kids an opportunity

to play freely with friends while adults have a chance to catch up and connect. This

group is designed with babies, toddlers and preschools in mind, although all are

welcome! Reminder this is not a drop off even. (In the case of bad weather we will move

into the sanctuary). 76 Church Green, Taunton - Street Parking Available

6/18 In Person Youth (Jr. & Sr.) Group 6:30-8:30 PM

Join April Friday night June 18th on the FP Taunton Lawn! We will begin with our chalice

lighting, check in and exploration question and then move on to our bonfire, s'mores

and lawn games! Please drop youth off no later than 6:45 so we may all begin together.

Parents are welcome to stay and connect with each other in the loft while they wait. 76

Church Green, Taunton - Street Parking Available

6/26 In Person All Ages Lawn Party 6:30-8:30pm 

Kids, Youth and Adults are encouraged to come together on the FP Taunton lawn for a

night of fun, community and connection. There will be lawn games, bonfire and s'mores,

music and a tie dye station (please bring something white to tie dye). Please feel free to

bring soccer balls, foot balls, frisbee, card games and anything else you would like. 76

Church Green, Taunton - Street Parking Available

 

 



Faith at Home
This Spring and Summer we will be focusing our spiritual need for radical play and connection. Here

are a few ways you can continue to explore this theme at home during the month of June. 

Family Movie Night - Yes Day (PG)
Snuggle up as a family and watch as two parents decide to give their kids the ultimate day of play and

fun by saying yes to everything they ask!!

Family Activity 
Make a list of all the things your family enjoys doing together and post it somewhere. During the month

of June try to find the time to do as many you can and put an explicit focus on connecting and playing

as a family.

Family Bedtime (or Anytime) Stories 
Click on any of the books in the FPC Anti-Racist, Diversity and Inclusion. Virtual Library to be taken to a

read aloud video. Slides 6 and 7 contain books related to the spring and summer theme of play and

connection. 

UU Parenting 
Join our Adult RE Class this month, Parents as Primary Sexualty Eductor. This class provides a

wonderful way of living into your UU values and an opportunity to learn how to talk with your children

about sexualtiy from UU and holistic approach no matter what their ages. 

 Family Chalice Lighting 
Spiritual practice is just as important for children and youth as it is for adults!! Lighting a chalice at

home is a wonderful way to live into our faith and help your children feel grounded in spiritual practice.

This week try lighting a family chalice at dinner or bedtime, or whatever time makes sense for your

family.

 

 



The selection for June is Family and Community Resources!

The Social Justice Committee recently received a letter from them

stressing the rising need for support for victims of domestic violence as a

part of this pandemic year. Each year over 2,500 survivors reach out to

FCR for help. They provide shelter, supplies, therapy and other forms of

support to children and adults. 

If you would like to make a specific donation, please write a check to First

Parish with FCR in the memo line.

Online:  Donate at our
First Parist website:
fpuubridgewater.org
Sign Up to Pledge:  Set
up your monthly pledge
on the First Parish
Donation Page to
deduct automatically
from your bank
account.
By Check:  To First
Parish UU Church, 50
School St, Bridgewater,
MA 02324
Text An Amount:  Text
an amount to
(508)-466-6463. First
time? You will be
prompted to securely
enter payment info on a
secure web page.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Everything (besides your
pledge) will be donated to
Family and Community
Resources to support their
important work.

Thank you for
your generous
support!

Plate Charity of the
Month: Family and
Community Resources
FROM THE SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE

Support 
First Parish &
June's Plate
Charity!



Celebration of Life Service
ofWinston F. Bolton 

& Faye George Hennebury
 

July 31, 2021, 1:00PM
at the Pilgrim Congregational Church

in North Weymouth.
 

offered to conduct the service at her  church. 24 Athens Street, North Weymouth, MA.

Following the service please join us for a slideshow and light refreshments which will be set
up inside in the community space in the basement of the church.  

So that we can plan appropriately for a large social gathering please email Laurel by June
25 if you plan to attend (HenneburyL@sbcglobal.net).

Hopefully by July, a large percentage of you will be vaccinated. If you have not been fully
vaccinated, we kindly request that you get tested prior to the service to try and minimize
the risk. Hopefully, you will be able to join us, however if you feel uncomfortable, we do
understand. 

Please join us for a celebration of the
lives of two amazing human beings.
COVID delayed our chance to morn
their passing last year, but our hope is
you will be able to join us as we come
together as a community to remember
and honor Faye and Winson. Reverend
Kate McCann, fellow poet and good
friend of Faye and Winston has kindly 

mailto:HenneburyL@sbcglobal.net


Abigail Victoria Mack

My granddaughter Abigail Victoria Mack is graduating from Spellman high

school in Brockton will be giving the valedictorian address and will be entering

Harvard university . She and her father Jonathan live in bridgewater and have

attended our church on various occasions . I assume you’re aware of her

application  essay to Harvard University  about the “problem with the letter S."

Amelia Johnson

Rev Jennifer Johnson's daughter Amelia is graduating from High School.

Graham Waterman-Rue

Graham Waterman-Rue is graduating from East Bridgewater High School,

where he enjoyed many years playing soccer for the town and school, played

percussion for six years in the JrSrHS concert band, helped to create a high

school boys tennis team, participated in the school's DECA chapter, and

pursued his primary interests of technical skills in metals, woodworks, and

CAD. He will continue his vocational interests at MassBay Community College

in Ashland and Wellesley Hills, MA - enrolled for an Associate of Science

degree, with certification in their General Motors program. Congrats, Graham!

Wishing you all the best!

Carly Doulette

Jamie Doulette's daughter Carly graduated from Roger William's with 2

degrees.

Sophia Henderson

Sophia Henderson (David Page's granddaughter) is graduating High School,

and will be attending Emerson in the fall.

Congratulations to
the Class of 2021!



Green Sanctuary Committee offers this affirmation below as June's green tip of the month. We hope

that you take this wisdom with you into the summer months as we close our church year together.

Green Sanctuary 
Green Tip of the Month







MAINSPRING AND EVELYN HOUSE LUNCHES

Thurs., June 3 at 8:45 am MainSpring and Evelyn House lunches will be left at the home of Betty Gilson for

delivery to MainSpring (75) and Evelyn (25) House Homeless shelters. If you you would like to donate lunches,

fruit or beverages, please contact Betty Gilson at gillyflower@verizon.net.

SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE MEETING

Thurs., June 3 at 7:00 pm the SJC will meet to discuss future plans and actions, including plate offerings, BLM

films and other activities. Ideas ands new members always welcome.

Here is the meeting link.

https://tinyurl.com/vcxm4be

Or dial in by phone: +1 646 876 9923 Meeting ID: 524 750 5733

BLM FILM SERIES

Tuesday, June 22 at 7:00 pm join the Social Justice Committee and BCCR to discuss the documentary film “A

Most Beautiful Thing.” (This is a rescheduling of the May film discussion.) It’s based on a book by Arshay

Cooper, and tells the story of an all-black rowing team, formed in a Chicago high school in the 1990’s. As it

turns out, rowing is just the vehicle to telling a story about what it’s like to live in the West Side of Chicago,

where segregation, poverty, drugs, gangs, and violence rule and—most often—ruin so many lives. Watching

these men tell their stories 20 years later—they came together to row again two years ago—was both heart-

wrenching and uplifting.

The film is on You Tube—for $3.95. Some of you may be able to stream it another way. Please watch it

beforehand and be ready to discuss it on the 25th.

Here is the meeting link.

https://tinyurl.com/vcxm4be

Or dial in by phone:  +1 646 876 9923

    Meeting ID: 524 750 5733

mailto:gillyflower@verizon.net
https://tinyurl.com/vcxm4be
https://tinyurl.com/vcxm4be


Fri., June 25 at 7:00 the T”UU”rning Leaves Book
Club will meet via zoom to discuss Spencer’s
Mountain by Pete Hamner. It is an account of a
boy's growing up in a large and impoverished
family in the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia. The
book was the inspiration for the TV series "The
Waltons”.

Here is the meeting link.

https://tinyurl.com/vcxm4be

Or dial in by phone: +1 646 876 9923
Meeting ID: 524 750 5733

T"UU"rning Leaves
Book Club

https://tinyurl.com/vcxm4be


Tea Time!
Currently we are offering "Tea Time" gatherings via Zoom every Tuesday, Thursday,

and Friday at 4:30pm, and a morning Tea Time at 8am on Mondays for you early risers

who might want to share your tea, coffee and thoughts with us. Reverend Paul will be

joining us Fridays on most weeks.

 

The ZOOM link for Tea Times for MONDAY, TUESDAY, and THURSDAYS:

 Jan Thompson is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: Jan Thompson's Personal Meeting Room

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/8542076619?

pwd=RXBQZWc3dXl1MEpXZ0hwZ2ZXc3dhUT09

Meeting ID: 854 207 6619

Passcode: JTFPUU

 

 All are invited to join in this last month of our church year!

 

Every 3rd Wednesday of the month the FP Science and Religion Discussion Group

meets at 7pm via ZOOM to discuss various books, articles, plays and stories that

revolve around scientific and religious themes. Subjects vary from month to month

and are decided by the group together. The discussions can be very lively and we'd

love to have you join us. June's meeting will be held on Wednesday, 6/16 at 7 p.m.  

 Topic: TBD.

 

Please contact Jan Thompson (janicethompson22@comcast.net) or Paul Foos  

 (webguy@paulfoos.com) for info and to be put on the group's e-mail list and to get

the ZOOM link for the meeting.

Science and Religion
Discussion Group

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/8542076619?pwd=RXBQZWc3dXl1MEpXZ0hwZ2ZXc3dhUT09
mailto:janicethompson22@comcast.net
mailto:webguy@paulfoos.com


Weekly Events
Sundays
10:30am Worship and Coffee Hour

1:30pm Concerned Citizens of

Randolph Food Distribution 

Mondays
8am Tea Time

BLM Reading Group - 7pm

Tuesdays
4:30pm Afternoon Tea

Wednesdays
9:30am Family Storytime and Sing-a-

Long

4pm Sunday School

Thursdays
4:30pm Afternoon Tea

Fridays
4:30pm Afternoon Tea

Committee Meetings and Events
June 6

First Parish Bridgewater Annual Meeting - 11:45am

June 7

Welcoming Congregation Renewal Committee -

7pm

June 8

Shared Ministry Committee - 7pm

June 12

Building a Village Parent's Group - 9:30am

June 10-13

"A Man of No Importance" Performances - 7pm

(1:30pm on June 13th)

June 14

Green Sanctuary Committee Meeting - 1pm outside

at Janet Dye's house

June 15

Connections-Happy, Sad, Kind - 7pm

June 16

Science and Religion Study Group - 7pm

June 17

Membership Committee - 3pm

Worship Committee - 7pm

Finance Committee - 7pm

June 19

Juneteenth Celebration - 3-6pm

June 21

RE Committee - 7pm

June 23-27

General Assembly

June 24

Parish Committee - 7pm

June 28

Welcoming Congregation Renewal Committee

Movie Night - 7pm

June Calendar



Minister Rev. Paul Sprecher 
psprecher@uuma.org, 781-210-2016 

Director of Religious Ed: April Rosario 
DRE@firstparishtaunton.org 

Parish Committee President: Laurie Lessner 
laurie@yabroudy.com, (508) 345-1454 

Vice President: Bob Messing 
rmessing408@gmail.com, 508-378-3340 

Clerk: Deb Poesepp 
dpoesepp@gmail.com, 508-697-2521 

Treasurer: Kat Gillespie 
flopsykitty@gmail.com 

Members at Large: AJ Derby, Diane Roza, Sonia D'Alarcao, 
Registrar: Jan Thompson 

janicethompson22@comcast.net 
Church Sexton: Scott Poulin 
marybethpoulin@yahoo.com 

Facilities Committee Chair: Quent Jarvis 
quentjarvis@gmail.com, 617-319-0652 

Choir Director/Pianist: Denise Haskins 
denisehaskins@comcast.net 508-264-7617 

Asst. Music Director/Content Manager: Tony Winters
tonywin4228@gmail.com, 617-827-6128

Tone Chimes Choir Director: Lisa Rue 
lisarue242@gmail.com 508-982-1675 

Religious Education Committee: Lisa Troy Jenny Donahue 
Community Minister Rev. Rachel Tedesco:

 revrayted@comcast.com 508-378-3904 
Social Justice Committee Co-chairs: Betty Gilson & Rev. Rachel Tedesco

gillyflower@verizon.net 774-226-0942 
Green Sanctuary Committee Chair: Deb Baumgarten

catsmeow908@verizon.net
Office Administrator: McKayla Hoffman

firstparishbridgewater@gmail.com, 508-813-0575

Church Contacts


