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From the Minister... 

Theme – Awe/Reverence 
 

What we cannot comprehend by analysis, we become aware of in awe. 
- Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel 

 

Our Unitarian Universalist Living Tradition draws from many sources to enable us to construct meaning and 
purpose in our lives and in the lives of our congregations.  The first source is in some ways foundational for the rest: 
“Direct experience of that transcending mystery and wonder, affirmed in all cultures, which moves us to a renewal of 
the spirit and an openness to the forces which create and uphold life.”  That direct experience of mystery and wonder 
is one way of holding ourselves open to the immensity that surrounds us on the earth, in the sky, in the whole uni-
verse.  We come from stardust – what a miracle that is!  And yet we are – very small!  We are often tempted to 
“stick to our knitting” in the small corner of the world that world we inhabit, but sometimes opening ourselves to 
the sheer immensity of the web of all existence can give us a sense that we are, each of us, a part of something so 
much grander than the bits we can grab hold of and completely analyze. 

 

Albert Einstein, great scientist that he was, also recognized the importance of Rabbi Heschel’s invocation of the 
awe by which we comprehend that which is beyond analysis:  “The most beautiful thing we can experience is the 
mysterious. It is the source of all true art and science. They to whom this emotion is a stranger, who can no longer 
pause to wonder and stand rapt in awe, is as good as dead: Their eyes are closed.” 

 

Our Transcendentalist forebears pointed their contemporaries away from dry theological discussions and ser-
mons about religion and toward the awesomeness in which all religion is grounded.  Ralph Waldo Emerson de-
scribed what we might call a mystical experience in which “I have enjoyed a perfect exhilaration. I am glad to the 
brink of fear....  Standing on the bare ground, – my head bathed by the blithe air, and uplifted into infinite space, – 
all mean egotism vanishes. I become a transparent eyeball; I am nothing; I see all; the currents of the Universal Be-
ing circulate through me; I am part or particle of God.... I am the lover of uncontained and immortal beauty.” 

 

This experience of awe in the face of nature and in what is experienced as the presence of the divine is one of 
the characteristics of many religious traditions.  As we enter the season of Christmas, we are reminded of the story 
of the shepherds keeping watch by night near Bethlehem when “An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.”  They are told not to be afraid of this awesome ex-
perience because it points to something beyond their flocks and fields, the wonder that was the birth of Jesus in a 
manger. 

 

This is the time of year when darkness advances and days grow short and snow comes and we are more and 
more confined to our homes – and then, suddenly, out of the darkness the light appears, as it does in the magic of 
our Christmas candlelight service.   

 

This is the season of awe.  Open yourself to it! 
 

 

In Faith, Rev. Paul – Psprecher@uuma.org 781-774-0086 
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DECEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
For the month of December, our worship will center on the themes of 
awe and reverence. Our worship will largely focus on the advent sea-
son, and some very interesting perspective on the topics at hand. It 
will be a month of music, celebration, light, and love. 
 

December 1 – Annual hymn sing, “That Glorious Song of Old.” Come celebrate 
music, joy and the beginning of the advent season with our annual hymn-sing ser-
vice! Not only will we sing some of our favorite hymns and Christmas songs, but 
we will learn about the UU holiday of Chalica and how we can celebrate it our-
selves! 
 

December 8 - Worship with Matt Meyer, “Lessons for Future Ancestors.” Join 

well-known UU musician Matt Meyer for a reflection of heavy suitcases, surprise 
turning points, and attending to the complexity of our times with love and resili-
ence. 
Matt Meyer is a musician and community organizer who has led hundreds of ser-
vices for UU congregations across the country. He has a degree in hand drum-
ming and has studied abroad in Cuba, Ghana and Central America. Matt serves as 
Director of Community Life for Sanctuary Boston and is a co-founder of the UU 
Songleader Convergence. 
 

December 15 - Worship with Rev. Paul Sprecher, “Behold - A Miracle!” - The 

stories of the birth of Jesus feature the appearance of multiple angels, chance en-
counters, political persecution, and plain good luck. Awesome! 
 

December 23 at 7pm - Worship with Rev. Paul Sprecher, Annual Candlelight 
Service, “Light in Darkness” - In the midst of the darkest times, light suddenly ap-
pears. All are welcome to join us for our traditional service of stories, carols, and 
candlelight. 
 

December 29 - Worship with Tony Winters & McKayla Hoffman: “The World Is 
New” - How do we celebrate the end of a long, arduous year? How do we look 
back at a tumultuous decade? Do we leave it all behind us, or do we learn from 
our history? Together, we will look back, look forward, and look at where we are 
right now. This service will be held in the upper parish hall. 





Off the Common Coffeehouse 
  

Located in the Upper Parish Hall at First Parish Church 
50 School Street, Bridgewater  

  

Saturday, December 7 at 7:30pm 
Featuring Genna & Jesse and Andy & Judy (split bill) 

Potluck dinner at 6:30pm 
  

  

Admission: $15   

  

Refreshments 

  

Sign up for open mike! 

  

January 4    Greg Greenway 

February 1    John Flynn 

March 7    Shawna Caspi and The Lied To’s (split bill) 

April 4    Anne Hills 

May 2    Windborne 

SOUPS FOR HOLLY DAY FAIRE   
Once again we'll be offering a variety of soups at our annual Holly Day Faire on Saturday 12/7. 
We need several more soup makers as well as some help with set up and the general running of 
the kitchen and dining area in the Lower Parish Hall. Please sign up to help out at the link below, 
or contact Jan Thompson  janicethompson22@comcast.net  508-697-2492. Thanks!  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805084DAAAD23A02-holly   

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
We will be starting to read An Indigenous People's History of the United States by Roxanne Dubar-Ortiz after 
coffee hour on Sunday, January 5th.  This is the UU Common Read for this year and will help us to explore our 
history through the lens of the original inhabitants of our land. You may be able to borrow the book from the 
library.  (Note that there is a Young People's version as well - NOT that one!).  For our first meeting, please read 
through the first 3 chapters up to p. 55.  Please let Rev Paul know if you are interested: psprecher@uuma.org 

Dear Community, 
The Parish Committee learned from Rev. Paul that several churches have updated their covenants to reflect 
our part in the greater world. Though our covenant is a pledge between those in our church, adding words of a 
promise beyond ourselves, affirms our commitment to the interconnected web.  
 

We would like to present the following, as an update to our covenant. 
 

The Covenant of First Parish Church, Bridgewater, MA 
 

Love is the spirit of this church and service its gift. 
This is our great covenant: 
To dwell together in peace, 
to speak the truth in love, 
to help one another,  
and to nurture the interdependent web of existence   
 

The Parish Committee would be happy to hear any concerns and/or thoughts on the proposed change.  
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        Helping the Hungry 
  

Our Social Justice Committee collects non-perishable food items for the local food pantry.  We 
invite you to help the hungry in our local area by bringing canned and packaged foods on the first 
Sunday of each month.  A box is placed at the front of the sanctuary, near the piano, to receive the 
items, which the Social Justice Committee members gather and bring to our local food pantry. 

                                              Feeding the Homeless 
  

Our church volunteers provide lunches for MainSpring House shelter for the homeless in Brockton.  
We gather on the first Monday* of each month at 9 a.m. in the lower parish hall to prepare and 
wrap 100 bag lunches, which are then brought to the shelter by one or two of our volunteers.  
  

You can help in many ways, including joining us at the above gatherings, donating baked goods, 
other food items, and paper goods as needed, taking home some of the fixings and preparing parts of 
the lunches (such as tuna or egg salad) at home for the volunteers to assemble at the church, or 
simply donating money toward the cost of the lunches, which is about $100 per month for 50 lunches. 

  
Please contact Betty Gilson (774-226-0942) for further information, or just drop by that morning to help. 
  

*The lunches are prepared on Mondays to be eaten on the first Tuesday of each month.  If the first Tuesday falls 
on the first day of the month, the lunches are made on the final Monday of the previous month. 

HOLIDAY CARDS FOR THE INCARCERATED 
Too early…too early… Before Halloween, I received my first mailing of  Christmas cards from one 
of the many non-profit organizations to which we give money.  And they have been filling the 
mailbox ever since.  I’m sure that many of you have the same.  Don’t toss them!  We can put 
them to very good use.  Again this year, we have been asked by the Church of the Larger Fellow-
ship, the UUA’s “church without walls” to send holiday cards to the more than 800 UUs across 
the country who are incarcerated.   

On Tuesday, December 10th at 9am (earlier if you need it to be – or if you’re willing and able to come to make 
coffee.  I can handle making boiling water!). We will meet in the Lower Parish Hall to write a few words of con-
nection and support, sign them, stamp them and get them ready to go to UUA headquarters on 24 Farns-
worth.  I’ll bring exotic and regular  teas and White’s Bakery goodies that you cannot resist.  How can you 
help? Between now and 12/10, bring cards (with plain white envelopes) and stamps to church.  I’ll bring a large 
basket to Upper Parish Hall into which you can put all of those.  Or you can put in a check, made out to First Par-
ish Bridgewater and put it  in an envelope with my (Susan Holton) name on it and I’ll go out and buy cards and 
stamps for you.  If you can’t get them to the church call me (508-821-2034) and I’ll come to get them, or you can 
bring them to our house (31 Terrianne Drive, Taunton) where I’ll provide tea and we can take a break, or bring 
them to church on Sunday morning and give them to me or Joe.  Thanks.   Being in jail or prison during a holiday 
must be a very lonely experience and a card with a note from a kindred UU will make a difference.  Thank you for 
your help.  

A SPECIAL DISPLAY AT THE FULLER CRAFT MUSEUM IN BROCKTON:  
“Stitch by Stitch: Activist Quilts from the Social Justice Sewing Academy”  
On display now until January 19, 2020  

Based out of Antioch, California—and founded in 2017—the Social Justice Sewing Academy 
(SJSA) is a youth education program that promotes creative expression and social justice 
dialogue through the means of textile art. Quilts from SJSA have been showcased in exhibitions across the 
United States. Fuller Craft Museum is proud to host a selection of these magnificent works, quilts of both aes-
thetic fasciation and powerful content – reflecting on an even larger scale, the recent rise of craftivism and the 
current state of fiber art in the U.S.  

Rev. Rachel invites you to join her in a visit to the exhibit. Please give her a call at (508) 944-6436 or email at 
revrayted@comcast.net for a date -- sometime after December 12 th -- to go to the Fuller.  
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SCIENCE & RELIGION DISCUSSION GROUP  
The First Parish Science & Religion Discussion Group meets on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 7pm in 
the Hive. Discussion topics are chosen by participants and are varied and thought provoking. The December 
meeting will be held on Wednesday December 18th. If you would like more info, or would like to be includ-
ed on the e-mail list for the group, please contact Jan Thompson janicethompson22@comcast.net  508-697
-2492.  
 

SHARE THE PLATE CHARITY 
For December the Share the Plate charity is Family and Community Resources, Inc. in Brockton. This group 
helps with money for food, and supplies services for individuals and families affected by trauma. For more 
information please check fcr-ma.org. You may make out  a separate check to the group by writing a check 
to First Parish and writing Family and Community Resources in the memo line. 
 

GUEST AT YOUR TABLE DONATIONS 
Are you filling you GAYT boxes to help the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee? Hope you are and al-
so reading the “Stories of Hope” booklet. Please return your donations by Sunday, January 5, 2020 in the 
form of a check written to First Parish with GAYT in the memo line. 
 

MAINSPRING HOUSE LUNCHES 
Monday, December 2 at 8:30 am in the LPH 100 lunches will be prepared for MainSpring House Homeless 
Shelter in Brockton. Volunteers and donations are always welcome. Speak with Betty Gilson for more infor-
mation. gillyflower@verizon.net 
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE MEETING 
Thursday, December 5 at 7:30 pm the Social Justice Committee will meet to discuss plans for upcoming ac-
tivities including our table at the Holly Day Fair Dec. 6 & 7. We will be continuing plans for the new year. 
 

BLACK LIVES MATTER FILM 
Tuesday, December 10 at 7pm in the UPH Part 3 of When They See Us will be presented. The five teenagers 
were found guilty despite the lack of evidence against them. How will they fare in prison? Join us for the 
next episode of this intense program and the discussion following.  
 

T”UU”RNING LEAVES BOOK CLUB 
Friday, December 27 at 7pm at the church to discuss the December selection Our Man in Havana by British 
author Graham Greene. This novel is set in Cuba. Greene makes fun of intelligence services, especially the 
British MI6, and their willingness to believe reports from their local informants. MI6's man in Havana is 
Wormold, a former vacuum-cleaner salesman turned reluctant secret agent out of economic necessity.  

GREEN SANCTUARY COMMITTEE’S GREEN TIP OF THE MONTH 
If every home in the U.S. replaced just one 12 pack of 300-sheet virgin fiber bathroom tissue  
with 100% recycled product we could save:    
 
1,900,000 trees           
 
 
 
690 million gallons of water  
 
 
and 4.4 million cubic feet of landfill space.                                

mailto:janicethompson22@comcast.net
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwisi6aQ0pLmAhVyUN8KHTvBAkUQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=%2Furl%3Fsa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26ved%3D2ahUKEwiN9OiO0pLmAhUST98KHQVhBZYQjRx6BAgBE
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiej7OC0pLmAhXoV98KHUpmCFMQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Ftoilet-paper-cliparts.html&psig=AOvVaw1zol2e7FTMlVbL2c3VH3MI&ust=1575227515902664




DECEMBER 2019 CALENDAR 
 

Sunday, December 1 
 9am  Choir Practice 
 10:30am   Annual hymn sing, “That Glorious Song of Old.”  
Monday, December 2 
 8:30am  MainSpring House lunches prep at FP 
 7:30pm  Facilities Committee meeting 
Thursday, December 5 
 7:30pm  Social Justice Committee Meeting at First Parish 
Friday, December 6 
 6pm  Holly Day Fair at First Parish 
Saturday, December 7 
 9am  Holly Day Fair at First Parish 
 7:30pm  Off the Common Coffeehouse 
 

Sunday, December 8 
 9am  Choir Practice 
 10:30am   Worship with Matt Meyer, “Lessons for Future Ancestors.”  
Tuesday, December 10 
 9am  Holiday Cards for the Incarcerated at First Parish 
 7pm  Meditation with Michael Wagner in the Hive 
 7pm  Black Lives Matter film series continues with the 3rd installment of When They See Us 
 7pm  Facilities Committee meeting 
 

Sunday, December 15 
 9am  Choir rehearsal 
 10:30am  Worship with Rev. Paul Sprecher, “Behold - A Miracle!”  
 Gifts for RE Program holiday charity, Horizons for Homeless Children,  are due today 
Monday, December 16 
 6:30pm  RE Committee meeting 
Wednesday, December 18 
 7pm  Science and Religion Discussion Group meet at First Parish 
Thursday, December 19 
 7pm  Worship Committee meeting 
Saturday, December 21 
 Winter Solstice - First Day of Winter 
 

Monday, December 23 
 HAPPY HANUKKAH! 
 7pm  Worship with Rev. Paul Sprecher, Annual Candlelight Service, “Light in Darkness”  
Wednesday, December 25 
 MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
Thursday, December 26 
 JOYOUS KWANZAA! 
 7pm  Parish Committee Meeting 
Friday, December 27 
 7pm  T”UU”rning Leaves Book Club will meet at First Parish 
 

Sunday, December 29 
 9am  Choir Practice 
 10:30am  Worship in the UPH with Tony Winters & McKayla Hoffman: “The World Is New”  
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