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From the Minister... 

Summertime, and the living is easy.  Fish are jumping, and the cotton is high. 
Oh, your daddy's rich, and your ma is good-looking. So, hush, little baby, don't you cry. 

- George Gershwin & DuBose Heyward, 1934  
If this were an ordinary summer, I would be writing about summer and relaxing and taking a break at the end of 

the church year – but it’s no ordinary summer, alas!  We “ended” our church year with our virtual Flower Commun-
ion service on Father’s Day, but this year it’s especially important not to disappear from one another’s lives – and 
we won’t.  Less of us will be going away for the summer than usual, and so the commitment in our covenant to 
“help one another” is stronger than ever.   

As I suggested in my homily for the Flower Communion, the dread of the unknown that the pandemic brought 
when it first arrived has dissipated at least a little – we now know that the way the virus really spreads is primarily 
through the air and is much less likely to spread when we’re outside and practicing social distancing.  We know that 
urgent efforts are underway to find a vaccine and that medications are being found to treat the most critical cas-
es.  Most importantly for our daily lives, we know that masks are a very effective way to significantly reduce the risk 
of transmission.  So we can safely engage in many outdoor activities that don’t involve close contact.  It seems that 
we will not see a spike in cases as a result of the massive Black Lives Matters protests, in part because most partici-
pants wore masks – which is good news all around, both for the success of the movement and for the containment 
of the contagion. 

The bad news is that the risks that remain are most significant for precisely those activities we do together as a 
congregation – gathering together to attend services and greet each other and sing together and talk together and 
to share food at coffee hour afterward; gathering in groups to talk about the spiritual theme we explore each 
month, to talk about books and science and religion and a host of other topics; and going to one another’s houses 
to share dinners and learning and other things we commit to do at our social auction and just for casual visits.  We 
have now lost three of our number in the course of the pandemic – Winston Bolton, Faye George Hennebury, and 
most recently Bruce Marquis – and this plague has made it impossible to gather for a celebration of their lives as we 
are accustomed to do. 

So it is especially important to remember just now that church does not end in June and “let out” for the sum-
mer.  April Rosario, DRE in Taunton, will be leading combined virtual gatherings for our kids and for kids from 
Taunton.  As always, we will have (virtual) summer services starting on July 12th.  We will continue to have Tea 
Times on Tuesdays, Thursdays & Fridays.  And our Caring Committee never takes the summer off, so please let 
them know whenever you need help or health or other issues. 

But we should also think about continuing other activities that we often suspend at the end of the church year, 
like our various discussion groups and perhaps new ones.  I’m thinking of leading a book discussion group based 
around two books I’d love to read together:  The End of Policing by Alex S. Vitale and An African American and Latinx 
History of the United States - part of the same series as An Indigenous History of the United States by Paul Ortiz, 
which we read together earlier this year.  Please let me know if you’d be interested in joining me in reading one or both 
over the summer – and any other ideas you have to maintain our strong bonds of connection over this weird but intri-
guing summer! 
 
- Rev. Paul – Psprecher@uuma.org 781-774-0086  
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JULY/AUGUST WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
July 5 - NO SERVICE 
 

July 12 - McKayla &Tony - "NOVAE"  We all know the common adage that children 
are our future. But society doesn't reflect that - how can we center young voices and 
their cries for change, and be comfortable with our discomfort? 
 

July 19 - TBD 
 

July 26 - Betty Gilson - “Finding Joy in Difficult Times” 

Betty Gilson will lead us in thinking about some of the ways we have been coping dur-
ing these past months. She will introduce “Totto Chan: the Little Girl at the Window”, 
a children’s book which tells about how some children in Japan in 
WW II found joy. Please think about how you have found pleasure and joy in this pan-
demic time and in other stressful times and share those if you wish. 
 

August 2 - TBD 
 

August 9 - Sonia D'Alarcao - "Project Somos" Project Somos is an organization that 

has worked to protect children and to help mothers escape the vicious cycle of poverty 
in Guatemala. 
 

August 16 - Kathy Keenan - Topic TBD 
 

August 23 - Lisa Troy & Jim Quinn - Topic TBD 
 

August 30 - Tony Winters - "Oops! I Did It Again: A Case for Self-Criticism" We all 
make mistakes. We all try to overcome our faulty wiring. Our lives seem to be made up 
of messing up and apologizing - but is that such a bad thing? 

Green Sanctuary Committee - Green Tip of the Month 
Ah yes, home yet another day. It has been the perfect time to declutter for many of us. 
Please think about reusing and recycling that clutter.  
 

You've heard it before.... 
• CDs and cases  Your Green Sanctuary committee has found a place to recycle your 

CDs. Hold on to them until we can open First Parish or if you can't wait please put 
your CDs on the bench next to the lower level door labeled, “CD's to be recycle”. 

• All textiles are recyclable. As you gather your pile of  “too small, too big, worn out, 
dorky or just about any textiles remember that they all can be repurposed.  

• Bridgewater Public Library is taking used books for their ongoing used book sale 
room  

• White clean styrofoam can be brought to church or delivered directly to Insulation 
Technology Inc, 35 1st St., Bridgewater 508-697-6926. To learn more please check 
it out  

      https://recyclingworksma.com/recycler/bridgewater-ma-insulation-technology-inc/ 
• Plastic Film Bags (the kind your newspapers come in) – Volunteers crochet mats 

for the homeless. Many bags are needed for each mat. Ask 
your friends to save them too.  

• Metal  Add to your list of recyclables and save it for our yearly 
metal recycling day (see separate blurb regarding this year's 
plans)  

 

Thank you for participating! 

https://recyclingworksma.com/recycler/bridgewater-ma-insulation-technology-inc/


A Summer of Soul - Religious Education  
 
Hello First Parish Bridgewater!! My name is April Rosario, I am the DRE at First Parish in Taunton, and I am so 
excited for this opportunity to be continuing to build bridges with you all and welcome your children & youth 
into our RE Program!!! 
 
This summer the theme for RE will be A Summer of Soul. Pre-K, Elementary, and Jr. Youth age kids will be re-
visiting each of this year's Soul Matters themes in fun and exciting ways. Sr. Youth will be exploring my 
adapted version of the Principled Music: A Social Justice Curriculum, and looking at how music has an impact 
on their faith as well as their "souls". 
 
I am a big believer in creating classes that are engaging and developmentally age appropriate to keep all our 
kids excited and looking forward to RE. That being said, as no two kids are alike, ages for each class are just a 
suggestion. Zoom class for Sunday School kids and Jr. Youth  will be filled with familiar things like a chalice 
lighting, wonder box/ wonder question (younger kids)  or exploration questions (Jr Youth) check in, games and/
or projects.  I'm a big fan of finding ways to tie kitchen science experiments to the themes and letting imagina-
tions run wild. So much is possible with a little vinegar and baking soda!! Sr. Youth will be exploring music vide-
os and examine lyrics from music they have grown up with while engaging in group discussions around social 
justice issues.  
 
I will be leading zoom classes Beginning on June 30th, Tuesdays (Sr. Youth ages 14-18), Wednesdays (Sunday 
School ages 4-9), and Thursdays (Jr. Youth ages 10-13) at 4pm for the children and youth of both First Parish 
Taunton and First Parish Bridgewater.  
 
Summer Weekly Themes  
Expectation - Belonging - Attention - Awe- Integrity- Resilience- Wisdom- Liberation - Thresholds- Compassion 
- Play  
 
Summer Zoom Links  
Sr. Youth Tuesdays 4pm Join Meeting Here:  https://uuma.zoom.us/j/92881415693 
Not So Sunday Sunday School Wednesday 4pm Join Meeting Here: https://uuma.zoom.us/j/335520323 
Jr. Youth Thursdays 4pm Join Meeting Here:  https://uuma.zoom.us/j/864118247 
 
I can't wait to get started and meet everyone! It is going to be a fantastic summer! 
~ April  
  
 
 
 
 
 

April Rosario 
Director of Religious Education 
First Parish Church in Taunton 
http://www.firstparishtaunton.org 
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JULY AND AUGUST SHARE THE PLATE 

The share the plate charity for July and August is MainSpring House lunches. Making monthly lunches has 
been a mission of the Social Justice Committee for many years. We have a group of wonderful volunteers 
who help with this project and often pay for some of the supplies. However, we still need to raise funds for 
the 100 or so lunches each month. You may write a separate check to the First Parish Social Justice Commit-
tee with MainSpring lunches in the memo line.  
 

CARING COMMITTEE MEETING 
Monday, July 20 at 7pm the Caring Committee will meet on zoom. Betty will send the meeting invitation to 
the committee members. However, if anyone knows of joys and concerns to be addressed, please contact a 
member. 
Debbie Baumgarten, Betty Gilson, Louella Mann, Jan Thompson, Korin Zigler 
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE MEETING 
There will be no meeting in July. On August 6 at 7:30pm the committee will meet, probably on zoom, to dis-
cuss actions and activities for the coming church year. Please watch the weekly messages for the invitation 
to attend. If you have suggestions for the committee, please email Betty Gilson gillyflower@verizon.net or 
Rev. Rachel Tedesco at revrayted@comcast.net 
 

MAINSPRING HOUSE LUNCHES 
Wednesday, July 22 MainSpring House lunches will be prepared by volunteers at their 
homes and delivered to Betty Gilson’s house shortly before 9:00 am to be dropped off at 
MainSpring House in Brockton. If you would like to help with the lunches, please contact 
Betty Gilson for more details. gillyflower@verizon.net 
The date for August lunches will be announced later. 

 

T”UU”RNING LEAVES BOOK CLUB 
The tentative dates for summer meetings of the Book Club are July 24 and August 28. The usual summer 
plan is to meet and view movies related to books or topics previously read. However, this may not be advisa-
ble for now. Plans will be formulated at the June meeting and announced in weekly messages. Stay tuned 
and in the meantime keep reading interesting books. 
 

KIDS TO CAMP UPDATE 
A big THANK YOU to all of you who donated to our ongoing environmental justice Kids to Camp pro-
ject!    The total collected was $641.43 and although this summer the nature camp program at Sheep Pas-
ture will be virtual camp, they will definitely have the need for our donations.  Please see below the note of 
thanks received from Jen Cummings regarding how they will be using these funds for the children. 
  
Thank you 
Green Sanctuary Committee 
  

RECYCLING UPDATE 
Although our annual community Metal Recycling has been postponed, please continue to plan 
for the day by saving your metal. We will provide updates as they are available for a re-
scheduled date—hopefully the first Saturday in October. Questions? Contact Debbie Baum-
garten. at catsmeow908@verizon.net or 774-240-1307. 
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JULY 2020 CALENDAR 
(All Worship Services, Tea Times, Meetings, and Events will take place through ZOOM. 

To log-in to a ZOOM event, go to https://uuma.zoom.us/j/5247505733 
Volunteer opportunities must be limited to no more than 10 people.   

Social Distancing rules always apply.) 

Wednesday, July 1 
               4pm  Virtual RE (4-9) 
Thursday, July 2 
               4pm  Virtual RE (10-13) 
Friday, July 3 
 4:30pm  Afternoon Tea 

Sunday, July 5 
 NO SERVICE  
Tuesday, July 7 
 4pm  Virtual RE (14-18) 
 4:30pm  Afternoon Tea 
Wednesday, July 8 
 4pm  Virtual RE (4-9) 
Thursday,  July 9 
 4pm  Virtual RE (10-13) 
 4:30pm  Afternoon Tea 
 7pm  Guided Meditation with Kathy Keenan 
  7:30pm  Social Justice Committee Meeting 
Friday, July 10 
 4:30pm  Afternoon Tea 

Sunday, July 12 
 9:30am   Worship with McKayla Hoffman &Tony Winters, "NOVAE"   
Tuesday, July 14 
 4pm  Virtual RE (14-18) 
 4:30pm  Afternoon Tea 
  7pm  Facilities Committee meeting 
 Wednesday, July 15 
 4pm  Virtual RE (4-9) 
 7pm  Science & Religion Discussion Group 
Thursday, July 16 
 4pm  Virtual RE (10-13) 
 4:30pm  Afternoon Tea 
 7pm  Finance Committee Meeting 
 7pm  Worship Committee Meeting 
Friday, July 17 
 4:30pm  Afternoon Tea 

Sunday, July 19 
 9:30am  Worship TBD 
Monday, July 20 
 7pm  Caring Committee Meeting 
  

 
(continued next page) 
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Tuesday, July 21 
 4pm  Virtual RE (14-18) 
 4:30pm  Afternoon Tea 
 7pm  Connections 
Wednesday, July 22 
 8:45am  MainSpring House lunch delivery (prep at hpme then bring to Betty Gilson) 
 4pm  Virtual RE (4-9) 
  7pm  Science and Religion Discussion Group meeting 
Thursday, July 23 
 4pm  Virtual RE (10-13) 
 4:30pm  Afternoon Tea 
 7pm  Guided Meditation with Kathy Keenen 
Friday, July 24 
 4:30pm  Afternoon Tea 
  7pm  T”UU”rning Leaves Book Club will meet 

Sunday, July 26 
 9 :30am  Worship with Betty Gilson - “Finding Joy in Difficult Times” 
Tuesday, July 28 
 4pm  Virtual RE (14-18) 
 4:30pm  Afternoon Tea 
 7pm  Parish Committee meeting 
Wednesday, July 29 
 4pm  Virtual RE (4-9) 
Thursday, July 30 
 4pm  Virtual RE (10-13) 
 4:30pm  Afternoon Tea 
Friday, July 31 
 4:30pm  Afternoon Tea 
 

AUGUST 2020 CALENDAR 

 (All Worship Services, Tea Times, Meetings, and Events will take place through ZOOM. 
To log-in to a ZOOM event, go to https://uuma.zoom.us/j/5247505733 
Volunteer opportunities must be limited to no more than 10 people.   

Social Distancing rules always apply.) 

Sunday, August 2 
 9 :30am   Worship TBD 
Tuesday, August 4 
 4pm  Virtual RE (14-18) 
 4:30pm  Afternoon Tea 
Wednesday, August 5 
 4pm  Virtual RE (4-9) 
Thursday, August 6 
 4pm  Virtual RE (10-13) 
  4:30pm  Afternoon Tea 
  7:30pm  Social Justice Committee Meeting 
Friday, August 7 
 4:30pm  Afternoon Tea 

  

 
(continued next page) 
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Sunday, August 9 
 9 :30am   Worship with Sonia D'Alarcao,  "Project Somos"  
Tuesday, August 11 
 4pm  Virtual RE (14-18) 
  4:30pm  Afternoon Tea 
  7pm  Facilities Committee meeting 
 Wednesday, August 12 
 4pm  Virtual RE (4-9) 
Thursday, August 13 
 4pm  Virtual RE (10-13) 
  4:30pm  Afternoon Tea 
 7pm  Guided Meditation with Kathy Keenan 
Friday, August 14 
 4:30pm  Afternoon Tea 

Sunday, August 16 
 9:30am  Worship with Kathy Keenan, Topic TBD 
Tuesday, August 18 
 4pm  Virtual RE (14-18) 
  4:30pm  Afternoon Tea 
 7pm  Connections 
Wednesday, August 19 
 4pm  Virtual RE (4-9) 
  7pm  Science and Religion Discussion Group meeting 
Thursday, August 20 
 4pm  Virtual RE (10-13) 
  4:30pm  Afternoon Tea 
 5pm  Worship Committee meeting 
 7pm  Finance Committee meeting 
Friday, August 21 
 4:30pm  Afternoon Tea 

Sunday, August 23 
 9:30am  Worship with Lisa Troy & Jim Quinn, Topic TBD 
Tuesday, August 25 
 4pm  Virtual RE (14-18) 
  4:30pm  Afternoon Tea 
 7pm  Parish Committee meeting 
Wednesday, August 26 
 4pm  Virtual RE (4-9) 
Thursday, August 27 
 4pm  Virtual RE (10-13) 
  4:30pm  Afternoon Tea 
 7pm  Guided Meditation with Kathy Keenan 
Friday, August 28 
 4:30pm  Afternoon Tea 
  7pm  T”UU”rning Leaves Book Club will meet 

 Sunday, August 30 
  9:30am  Worship with Tony Winters, "Oops! I Did It Again: A Case for Self-Criticism". 
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