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6/30/14 
  9am  MainSpring 
House Lunch prep 
 

7/4/14 
  10am FP Annual 4th 
of July Snack Bar, 
Book/Rummage Sale, 
Lemonade Stand 
 

7/6/14 
  6pm  Game Night at 
First Parish 
 

7/26/13 
  7pm  TL Book Club 
movie night at Gilson’s 
 

8/3/14 
  6pm  Game Night at 
First Parish 
 

8/4/14 
  9am  MainSpring 
House Lunch prep 
 

8/7/14 
  7pm  Full Social Jus-
tice Cmte meeting 
 

8/20/14 
  Deadline for  
September eBridging 

From the Minister Highlights 

Love doesn’t change the world…But it changes the lover.                        ~John Dufresne 

 

My friends, 
 

We have loved the world; we have loved each other; and we have been changed.  At 
least I know I have.  I am grateful for it. My persistent, even possibly annoying  belief in 
the transforming power of love when harnessed for  our shared values and common 
goals was potentially challenged, but eventually took shape and form in the real life of 
First Parish. 
 

I am filled with admiration and respect for all the ways in which you have loved your-
selves into being the congregation you meant to be.  As I slipped on my First Parish T-
shirt I smiled at the words on the back, about becoming the person my pet believes me 
to be. I am working on that.  But I realized that you have worked to become the congre-
gation my Willy believes you to be- and he has never been disappointed!  Each time he 
got out of the car and saw that we were at the church, his tail would start wagging and 
he’d run ahead, scratching at the door to get in.  He loved you, even as you loved him.  
For that I thank you.  Should you ever begin to feel doubtful about your loving hearts or 
your lovability, remember Willy- you can trust his judgment. ☺ 
 

Thank you for the warm send-off.  The Knock-Out rose bush is stunning.  After driving 
it home, the sweet aroma lingered in my car for days- an echo of our time together. 
 

Thank you too for the First Parish commemorative plate, which stands on my desk, and 
for the wonderful charm made of Laurie Lessner’s  beautifully creative “butterfly chal-
ice.”  I am wearing it right now.  It is a special keepsake holding warm memories. 
 

Thank you for all of the hugs, the kinds words, the cards and gifts so many of you gave 
to me, and for the notes from those of you who could not join us on the 15th.  Each one 
is special. 
 

The gift over which I have lingered is the book of pages made by the young people.  
The pictures, the painstakingly crafted letters of words and names, the thoughtful 
notes, all remind me of how precious was our Time With the Young People. Thank you, 
children and youth, for being who you are, for loving First Parish and loving me. 
 

My friends, I shower you with blessings, along with the Rev. Paul Sprecher, who will be 
nothing like me, but his own wonderful self, crafting a new and loving ministry with 
you. 

  Blessings on your journey,  

Rev. Anita 



What our volunteer teachers 
are saying about helping out and 
teaching RE classes:  
 
"I love getting to know the kids, feeling 
my relationship with them if the same as 
all the rest of the community." 
 

"The curriculum is all laid out for you, from 
beginning to end all you have to decide is 
which activities to do, there is more that 
enough material." 

 
"I really liked listening to the ideas of the younger children in the K-3rd grade class, 
they are so smart and curious!" 
 

 "You will not have to think about what to do, but what NOT to do, the curriculum is 
very complete" 
 

"I learned that just relaxing, hanging out with the kids, talking and coloring is a great 
learning experience!" 
 

If you would like to volunteer to teach this fall please contact Victoria 
atdre.bridgewater@gmail.com. 

Worship Committee News  

Summer Worship Series meets in the Sanctuary at 9:30am 
 
Sunday, July 6   Jenny Donahue, topic TBA 

Sunday, July 13  Gordon Hatfield, WOMEN OF THE BIBLE - THE SCARLETT 
O’HARA OF THE OLD SOUTH (ISRAEL). 

Sunday, July 20  In the 1st Person: Dylan Wallace,  Backup players: Angela and 
David, The Experience of Autism Explained: Sort of..!  

Sunday, July 27  Denise Haskins and James Hayes-Bohanan, On the Water. 

Minister 
Rev. Dr. Anita Farber-Robertson 

revanitafr@hotmail.com 
617-257-5854 

 

Directory of Religious Ed 
Victoria Capon 

dre.bridgewater@gmail.com 
508-717-2401 

 

Parish Committee 
President:  Bob Messing 

rmessing@massbankers.org 
508-378-3340 

Vice President:  Sam Baumgarten 
sbaumgarten@verizon.net 

508-697-6848  
Treasurer: Susan Irish 

eirish2@aol.com 
508-378-2906  

Clerk: S tefan Michaud 
spmicha@verizon.net 

(508) 946-5684 
Members at Large: Pat Hart 

Gordon Hatfield 
Jan Thompson 

 

Church Sexton / Building Rental 
Tom St.Thomas:  508-697-8637 

 

Choir Director/Pianist 
Denise Haskins 

denisehaskins@comcast.net 
508-264-7617 

 

Tone Chimes Choir Director 
Lisa Rue 

508-378-8359, 
lisa_rue80@yahoo.com 

 

Religious Education Committee 
Chair:  Korin Zigler  

Laurie Lessner 
Peter Jacobson 

 

Community Minister 
Rev. Rachel Tedesco 

revrayted@comcast.com 
508-378-3904 

  
 

Social Justice Committee 
Convener: Betty Gilson 

gillyflower@verizon.net 
774-226-0942 

  

Membership Committee 
Chair: Jan Thompson 

janicethompson22@comcast.net 
508-697-2492 

 
 

Green Sanctuary Committee 
Chair:  Janet Dye 

dyedye07@gmail.com 
508-279-3955 

  
 

First Principle Project 
Convener:  Betty Gilson 
gillyflower@verizon.net 

774-226-0942 
  

Facilities Committee 
Chair:  Frank Yeatman 

Fryleen@verizon.net 
508-279-3955 

  

Parish Administrator 
Jamie Doulette 

firstparishbridgewater@hotmail.com 

508-697-8229 

4th of july celebration 

Once again First Parish will celebrate the 4th  

with  their annual Snack Bar/Lemonade Stand/

Strawberry Shortcake/Book & Rummage Sale. 

Following Bridgewater s parade, make your way down school 
street and be sure to stop by First Parish church.  The snack bar 
will offer burgers and hot dogs and sausages, an assortment of 
wraps, and many different baked goods.  There will be a fresh-
squeezed lemonade stand and homemade strawberry shortcake. 
 
Inside the sanctuary there will be hundred of gently used books 
for sale and rummage. 
 
Don t miss it!!!! 

mailto:dre.bridgewater@gmail.com


From Rev. Paul Sprecher 
 

I recently finished “reading” Leo Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina with our son Sean. Once I got started, I continued 
my foray into Nineteenth Century novels with Thackeray (Vanity Fair), Trollope (The Warden and Barchester 
Towers), Dickens (Hard Times), and Balzac (Cousin Bette and Pere Goriot).  I also included on my list the First Par-
ish book group’s June reading, White Tiger by Aravind Adiga.  Just so you don’t worry that I’ll go blind reading 
too much, I note that virtually all of this “reading” has actually been done through my ears rather than my eyes, 
during longish commutes to Chatham and elsewhere and on walks with our dog Annie.  Thanks for my recent 
listening spree are due to our libraries, which now allow downloading audio books onto iPhones and any other 
digital listening device – another great resource from our wonderful free public libraries. I got started on this jag 
of reading because Sean decided it would be good for him to do more reading, and I decided to help him keep 
on track by coming along for the ride.  We finished Tolstoy’s War and Peace last fall, followed by Dostoevski’s 
Crime and Punishment, and then Anna Karenina. 

 
I joke that I’m reading Nineteenth Century novels to be better prepared for our own future as an increasingly 

class-segregated society.  With social mobility in the United States falling behind that in European and other 
countries, with the Canadian middle class doing better than that of the United States, and with levels of inequal-
ity of wealth and income here equaling or exceeding those of the era of the Robber Barons and the Roaring 
Twenties, we seem to be returning to an era of history most of us thought was well behind us.  Who knew that 
political forces would re-emerge calling for the rollback of the New Deal – and that they would be taken seri-
ously? 

 
Reading these novels has reminded me of how important the stories we tell are – especially the ones we tell 

ourselves.  When I was in high school, I thought it was romantic to be a pessimist because you’d never be disap-
pointed; but I’ve figured out by now that when a friend or relative takes the attitude that nothing will ever get 
better for them, I can be pretty sure that it won’t.  Starry-eyed optimism and rose-tinted glasses aren’t a valid 
alternative to hardheaded realism but, as Helen Keller put it, “No pessimist ever discovered the secrets of the 
stars, or sailed to an uncharted land, or opened a new heaven to the human spirit.” 

 
Of course, we also tell ourselves stories about our churches, our governments, and all the other institutions 

in which we participate.  If we believe that “Nothing will ever change” or (in response to any new suggestion) 
“We tried that before and it didn’t work then and it won’t work now,” we can find all kinds of evidence to sup-
port our pessimism.  We will probably fare better overall if we act on Margaret Mead’s insight:  “Never doubt 
that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it's the only thing that ever 
has.” 

 
So we will be telling a story together at First Parish Bridgewater in the course of the next few years.  May it 

be a story of possibilities, of hope, and of excitement.  May we learn together to be kind to one another and to 
all those we encounter; to find meaning and purpose in our own lives by growing our compassion and our spiri-
tual depth; and to make a real difference in the world by living out our chosen faith. 

 
And don’t forget to gather some water as you travel whether near or far during the summer so that we 

can come together as one when we return with joy in our Water Communion for our first service of the fall on 
September 7th. 

 
In Faith, 
 
Rev. Paul 



GREEN SANCTUARY TIP of the MONTH 
 
Unplug Things – Reduce power usage to save the planet, while reducing your 
electric bill. 
 
When your electronics aren’t in use, make sure you unplug them. Specifically, 
make sure to also unplug chargers when they aren’t in use. You’ll be surprised 
how much you’ll save on your electricity bill. Items left plugged-in, even if 
they’re not in use, can draw phantom power. Use a power strip for items such as your TV, DVR, and DVD player 
to easily unplug them when they’re not in use. 

 
 

Seeking Director of Religious Education 

First Parish Unitarian Universalist, Bridgewater, MA 
First Parish Bridgewater, is seeking a part-time (approx. 15 hours/week) Director of Religious Education 

(DRE). The qualifying candidate will be a well-organized, enthusiastic, caring, and innovative person, 

excited to work collaboratively with our new minister and the RE Committee to continue and develop 

our dynamic Religious Education program and to think creatively about its future. 

Our program provides 30+ children and youth with opportunities to... 

develop a sense of wonder about the world 

explore a wide variety of religious and cultural traditions 

express their thoughts and feelings 

make and display their own creative work 

learn to make responsible, healthy choices 

form lasting friendships with one another 

achieve a sense of group identity and pride in being a UU 

stay involved with our church community through high school and beyond 

First Parish Bridgewater is an active, multi-generational congregation.  We believe that “Love is the spirit 

of this church, and service is its gift. This is our great covenant: to dwell together in peace, to seek the 

truth in love, and to help one another.” We have just settled a minister, Rev. Paul Sprecher, and are very 

excited about our vibrant future.  More information about our church can be found at our website, 

www.firstparishbridgewater.org, or on Facebook. 

Applicants should send a Statement of Interest and resume by July 18th to fpbdresearch@gmail.com .  

We hope to welcome our next DRE in August, 2014. 

Thank you! 



MAINSPRING HOUSE LUNCHES 
July lunches were made on June 30. 
Aug. lunches will be made on Mon., Aug. 4 at 9:00 am in the LPH.  
Sept. lunches will be made Mon., Sept. 1 at 9:00 am in the LPH. That is Labor Day. 
Volunteers and donations always welcome. Contact Betty Gilson. 
 
FOURTH OF JULY 
First Parish will host a variety of events on the Fourth from 10:00 am - 3 pm, with set up starting at 8:00 am 
and break down at 2:30 pm. Helpers are needed for both those jobs as well as: Bake Table; help with Straw-
berry Shortcake; staffing the Book Sale, Rummage Sale, Lemonade Stand and Snack Bar. Contact Laurie 
Lessner for the Bake Table, Jan Thompson for Strawberry Shortcake, Joe Snyders or Scott Gillespie for books, 
Mary Maruska or Kat Gillespie for Rummage, Debbie Baumgarten for Lemonade,  and Betty Gilson for other 
positions including cahsiers.  
Your help is important to the success of this event. 
 
T"UU"RNING LEAVES BOOK CLUB 
For the summer the Book Club will be reading One Hundred Years of Solitude by  Gabriel Garcia Marquez. One 
Hundred Years of Solitude tells the story of the rise and fall, birth and death of the mythical town of Macondo 
through the history of the Buendia family. Inventive, amusing, magnetic, sad, and alive with unforgettable 
men and women -- brimming with truth, compassion, and a lyrical magic that strikes the soul -- this novel is a 
masterpiece in the art of fiction. 
Also sometime in July the club will be meeting to watch a film version of one of the books we have read. 
Watch for notices about this. New members are always welcome. Contact Frank Baxter or Betty Gilson. 
 
CARING COMMITTEE MEETING 
Sunday, July 20 after worship service the Caring Committee will meet at the church. Please contact a member 
of the committee about any issues that should be addressed. 
Betty Gilson, Mary Hatfield, Louella Mann, Jan Thompson, Korin Zigler 
 
FULL SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE MEETING 
Thursday, August 7 at 7:00 pm the full Social Justice Committee will meet at the home of Betty Gilson to dis-
cuss plans for the coming year. 
 
 
TENTH ANNUAL PEACE CELEBRATION 
Circle the dates for the Tenth Annual Peace Celebration: Sept. 16 at BSU;  Sept. 20 and 21 at First Parish. This 
year's theme is the Right to Peace. 

KEEP THOSE PLEDGES COMING 
 

As you enjoy your summer with family and friends, please remember we still have to 
pay our church bills throughout the summer months.  Please mail your July and August 

pledge checks to the church at  
50 School Street, Bridgewater, MA 02324. 

 
Thank you.  And thanks for you continued support of First Parish. 



               Helping the Hungry    
  

Our Social Justice Committee collects non-perishable food items for the local food pantry.  We in-

vite you to help the hungry in our local area by bringing canned and packaged foods on the first Sun-

day of each month.  A box is placed at the front of the sanctuary, near the piano, to receive the items, 

which the Social Justice Committee members gather and bring to our local food pantry. 

     

    Feeding the Homeless* 
  

Our church volunteers provide lunches for MainSpring House shelter for the homeless in Brockton.  We 

gather on the first Monday* of each month at 9 a.m. in the lower parish hall to prepare and wrap 100 bag 

lunches, which are then brought to the shelter by one or two of our volunteers.  
  

You can help in many ways, including joining us at the above gatherings, donating baked 

goods, other food items, and paper goods as needed, taking home some of the fixings and pre-

paring parts of the lunches (such as tuna or egg salad) at home for the volunteers to assemble 

at the church, or simply donating money toward the cost of the lunches, which is about $100 

per month for 100 lunches. 
  

  

Please contact Betty Gilson (774-226-0942) for further information, or just drop by that morning to help. 
  

*The lunches are prepared on Mondays to be eaten on the first Tuesday of each month.  If the first Tuesday 

falls on the first day of the month, the lunches are made on the final Monday of the previous month. 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
 

1    Jana Iampetro, David Page, 
      Clara Waterman-Rue, Lisa Troy 
3    Frankie Finnegan 
4    Michele Turner 
8    Elizabeth Lambert 
11  Hope Crompton 
12 Dylan Wallace 
13  Michele Dahlin 
14  Karen Reed-Messing 
16  Angela  Sheble                   
19  Paloma Hayes-Bohanan 
22  Susan Irish, Bobbe Anderson 
28  Miranda Zigler 
 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
 

5    Susan Holton & Joe Snyders 
14  Carlene & Jim Moore 
28   Lisa Troy & Jim Quinn 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
 

1    Jenny Manchester-Howell 
2    Paul Gavin 
7    David Tedesco 
10  Scott Gillespie 
11  Ellen Bordman, Ginger Irish 
13  Bob Gilson 
15  Hope Vallarelli 
16  William Harding 
21  Kira Moreau 
28  Rev. Rachel Tedesco 
30  Ross Michaud 
31  Jack Hart, Chris McDougall 

 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 
 

1   Karen Reed-Messing & Bob Messing 
6   Doreen & Jim Slavin 
7   Ellen & Ken Crompton 
                                                                                     



First Parish Church 
Unitarian Universalist 

50 School Street 
Bridgewater, MA 02324 

508-697-2525 
www.firstparishbridgewater.org 

firstparishbridgewater@hotmail.com 
firstparishbridgewater.blogspot.com 

July/August 2014 Calendar 

 
 Monday, June 30 
 9am  MainSpring House lunches prepared in the LPH.  Donations and Volunteers always welcome. 
Tuesday, July 1 
 7pm  Buddhist Study Group in the UPH of First Parish 
Friday, July 4 
 10am-3pm  Bridgewater’s 4th of July Celebration feat. FP Snack Bar, Lemonade Stand, Book Sale, Rummage, etc.   

Sunday, July 6 
 9am  Summer Worship with Jenny Donahue 
 6-9pm  Board Game Night at First Parish 
Tuesday, July 8 
 7pm  Buddhist Study Group in the UPH of First Parish 

Sunday, July 13 
 9am  Summer Worship with Gordon Hatfield, WOMEN OF THE BIBLE - THE SCARLETT O’HARA OF THE OLD SOUTH (ISRAEL). 
Tuesday, July 15 
 7pm  Buddhist Study Group in the UPH of First Parish 
Wednesday, July 16 
 7pm  Science & Religion Group will meet in the UPH of First Parish 

Sunday, July 20 

 9am   Summer Worship in the 1st Person: Dylan Wallace,  with Angela and David, The Experience of Autism Explained: Sort of..!  
 10am  Caring Committee Meeting at First Parish  

Sunday, July 27 
 9am  Summer Worship with Denise Haskins and James Hayes-Bohanan, On the Water. 
Sunday, August 3 
 9am  Summer Worship  
 6-9pm  Board Game Night at First Parish 
Monday, August 4 
 9am  MainSpring House lunches prepared in the LPH.  Donations and Volunteers always welcome. 
Thursday, August 7 
 7pm  Full Social Justice Committee will meet at the home of Betty Gilson 

Sunday, August 10 
 9am  Summer Worship  

Sunday, August 17 
 9am  Summer Worship  

Sunday, August 24 
 9am  Summer Worship  

Sunday, August 31 
 9am  Summer Worship  
Monday, September 1 
 9am  MainSpring House lunches prepared in the LPH.  Donations and Volunteers always welcome. 
 
 

 

PLANNING AHEAD… 
 

DURING YOUR SUMMER, DON’T FORGET TO COLLECT SOME 
WATER FOR the SEPTEMBER 7th WATER CEREMONY. 


