
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

July 31, 2022 

 

St. John’s United Church of Christ 

 

As believers in Jesus Christ, we strive with unconditional love and selflessness –  

using our God given gifts – to provide a nurturing shelter for those seeking a Christian 

home. We offer opportunities for spiritual growth through worship, education, fellowship, 

prayer and Christian action throughout our community and the world. 

 

Called by God  

Sharing with the World 
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July 31, 2022 

8th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Meditation  
“He who is not contented with what he has, would not be contented with what he 

would like to have.” Socrates 

 

Prelude              When We All Get To Heaven 

                                Gale Sterner, percussion  

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Opening Hymn        “This is Amazing Grace” 

 

Who breaks the power of sin and darkness 

Whose love is mighty and so much stronger 

The King of Glory the King above all kings 
 

Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder 

And leaves us breathless in awe and wonder 

The King of Glory the King above all kings 
 

This is amazing grace 

This is unfailing love 

That You would take my place 

That You would bear my cross 

You laid down Your life 

That I would be set free 

Oh Jesus I sing for all that You've done for me 
 

Who brings our chaos back into order 

Who makes the orphan a son and daughter 

The King of Glory the King of Glory 
 

Who rules the nations with truth and justice 

Shines like the sun in all of its brilliance 

The King of Glory the King above all kings 
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This is amazing grace 

This is unfailing love 

That You would take my place 

That You would bear my cross 

You laid down Your life 

That I would be set free 

Oh Jesus I sing for all that You've done for me 

CCLI Song # 6333821 

 

Lifting up our Joys and Special Recognition 

 

Passing of the Peace  

 

Call to Worship (Congregation reads bold print) 

Our lives are in the care of God. 

God has given us abundance and hope. 

This day we have come to praise and thank God for all that God has done for us. 

We gather to celebrate God's love and to offer our lives in service. 

Come, let us open our hearts to the Lord! 

Let us rejoice in God's goodness and love.  
 

Opening Prayer                                 Pastor Jeff 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 

O Lord our God, you know us completely. You see us as we really are. You 

see our hopes and dreams. You see our fears, our anger, our shortcomings. 

And yet, you love us unconditionally. May this love empower us to deal with 

and to move past the barriers that keep us from being the people you wish us 

to be. Free us from the bondage of sin and self-centeredness that we may we 

do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you, our God.  

 

Silent pause for reflection   

 

Amen. 
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Assurance of Forgiveness (read responsively) 

“The Lord is merciful and gracious; slow to anger and full of unfailing love.” In 

Christ, we are forgiven. Amen. 
 

(The congregation may be seated) 

 

Bible Readings    Ecclesiastes 5:10-15; Luke 12:13-21      Dr Bob Peters 

         

Choir Anthem        

 

Children’s Message                               Pastor Jeff 
   

Pastor’s Message      “First World Problems”          Pastor Jeff 

 

UCC Statement of Faith 

We believe in God, the Eternal Spirit, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ and our 

Father, and to his deeds we testify: He calls the worlds into being, creates man 

in his own image and sets before him the ways of life and death. He seeks in 

holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin. He judges men and 

nations by his righteous will declared through prophets and apostles.  

 

In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Lord, he has 

come to us and shared our common lot, conquering sin and death and 

reconciling the world to himself.  

 

He bestows upon us his Holy Spirit, creating and renewing the church of Jesus 

Christ, binding in covenant faithful people of all ages, tongues, and races.  

 

He calls us into his church to accept the cost and joy of discipleship, to be his 

servants in the service of men, to proclaim the gospel to all the world and resist 

the powers of evil, to share in Christ's baptism and eat at his table, to join him 

in his passion and victory.  

 

He promises to all who trust him forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace, 

courage in the struggle for justice and peace, his presence in trial and 

rejoicing, and eternal life in his kingdom which has no end. Blessing and 

honor, glory and power be unto him. Amen. 
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(From the UCC Book of Worship) 

 

Giving our Gifts to God 
 

Doxology  
  Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

  Praise God all creatures here below. 

  Praise God above ye heavenly hosts. 

  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.    

 

Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (unison)      

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we  

forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us  

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. 

Amen 

 

Closing Hymn # No. 688     We Give Thee but Thine Own  
 

We give Thee but Thine own 

Whate'er the gift may be 

All that we have is Thine alone 

A trust O Lord from Thee 
 

May we Thy bounties thus 

As stewards true receive 

And gladly as Thou blessest us 

To Thee our first fruits give 
 

To comfort and to bless 

To find a balm for woe 

To tend the lone and fatherless 

Is angels' work below 
 

The captive to relieve 

To God the lost to bring 
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To teach the way of life and peace 

It is a Christ-like thing 
 

And we believe Thy word 

Though dim our faith may be 

Whatever task we do O Lord 

We do it unto Thee 

 

Sending Forth and Final Blessing 

 

 Threefold Amen (sung) 

 

Chimes/Meditation 

 

Postlude     Give Them All to Jesus - Phil Johnson          

    
 

 

 

The Altar flowers are given to the Glory of God, 

In memory of our parents, Raymond & Jean 

Kramer & Leroy & Dorothy Hoffman. 

Presented by Larry & Leisha Hoffman  
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Worship Leader: Pastor Jeff Johnson 

 

 

 

 


