
 

 
 

Dear Parents and Guardians,  
 

Last Thursday I hosted our Year 5 Hot Chocolate session. Well done to Umit, Ella, Iona and  
Aarudra, who were all chosen to join me because of their fantastic attitude to their learning. 
Today, it was the turn of Year 4 and I welcomed Libby, Oscar, Erin and Aaron.   Well done to 
everyone who has been chosen for ‘Hot Chocolate with the Headteacher’ so far this term.  
 

I am absolutely delighted to say that overall we raised a phenomenal £1,001.53, for Children In 
Need, which is just outstanding. Well Done Beechwood! We received an email from Jim Gillett, 
the president of The Rotary Club of Reading Abbey who said;  
 

‘Thank you very much’ for all your hard work for ‘BBC Children in Need’ this year.  We do really 
appreciate that this year was particularly difficult for schools, and the magnificent effort made 
by all seven schools which we visited this year (both large and small) is really                             
appreciated. Having counted the contents of all collection buckets, the Grand Total donated (by 
amazingly generous parents and staff!) was a colossal £6,816.85. Please thank all your ‘helpers’ 
on my behalf. Thank you again on behalf of both ‘Children in Need’ and the Rotary clubs within 
Reading!  For your information, the total collected at Beechwood was £1,001.53, which is an 
amazing effort.’ 
 

I am also pleased to let you know we raised a wonderful £92.68 for the poppy appeal. A huge 
thank you to everyone for your donations to two great causes.  
 

As we head towards December, are thoughts are turning to Christmas and how we will          
celebrate this in school this year. Due to the current restrictions there will have to be some 
changes to our usual Christmas traditions but we are hoping to make the run up to Christmas as 
special as ever, just in a slightly different way. It does however mean that this year we won’t be 
having our Christmas service at the church and we won’t be able to invite parents into school to 
watch any Christmas performances. However, we are in the process of planning a very exciting 
whole school alternative! More details coming home soon.  
In a couple of weeks’ time, as part of the children’s home learning, we will be asking the        
children to create a Christmas decoration at home which we will be able to display outside 
around the school. Watch this space for more details and ideas which will be coming home 
soon.  
 

Christmas Jumper Day will be on Wednesday 9th December which is also our Christmas Dinner 
day. On this day we will be inviting children to come in festive clothing. However, from the 10th 
December onwards, we will be making every school day an optional Christmas jumper day 
where children will be able to wear a festive jumper with their school uniform instead of their 
school jumper, if they wish to do so. 
 

Kind regards  
 
 
Miss S E Hunter, Headteacher   
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Christmas is coming…... 

Attendance  
 

Our minimum attendance target is 96.5%. Please help us to  ensure your 
child receives the best education by attending school regularly and being 
on time.  
 

We understand that in the current situation our attendance will be  affected.  
However following new guidance from WBC children not in school in   
relation to Covid-19 will not be reflected in our weekly    
figures. 
 

Our whole school attendance for the week commencing  the 
16th November 2020 was again above our target at  97.5%. 
Well done to all! 
 

Reading Top 
Tips  Make a    
family book shelf! 
Put your    favourite books on 
the shelf and encourage  
children to do the same. If  
possible have book shelves in 
the children’s rooms too  

Star Pupils 
Robins— Autumn 
Wrens— Thea 
Badgers – Monty 
Foxes— Harry 
Owls— Billy 

Woodpeckers— Kayden 
Falcons– Jack 
Kites— Morgan 
Well done to all! 
Butterflies will join later 
in the term 

 
 
 

Flu Immunisations: Children with 
consent  who were off school        
yesterday will have their flu           
immunisations when the school   
nurses visit us again on Friday 11th 
December. 
 

Feeling unwell If your  child is feeling 
unwell, at this present time it is okay 
to be cautious and keep them off 
school for the day to monitor  how 
they are.  If  COVID symptom’s do  
develop and a positive test is received  
out of school hours please call the 
school mobile on :077 19088 056.  
 

Footwear If children do not have 
wellies/old trainers in school to wear 
outside, they may bring in a pair of 
indoor shoes/slippers instead. 
 

Christmas Jumpers  There will be a 
box in school for anyone wishing to 
donate any outgrown Christmas  
jumpers that can be gifted to new 
homes. 
 

Christmas Lunch orders Please     
ensure your child’s Christmas Lunch 
orders are with the school by Friday 
27th November. 
 

Dates for your diary 
Mon 30th Nov - Year 2 reopens 
Thurs 3rd Dec - Year 6 reopens 
Mon 7th Dec — School Photographer 
Wed 9th December— Christmas 
Lunch & Christmas Jumper day. 
Fri 11th Dec (am)- Yr2  & Yr6 Nasal  
Flu Immunisations 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/alphablocks/


 

Over the last week at Beechwood………………… 
 

Butterflies have been busy learning about Arctic and Antarctic animals.  The children have enjoyed creating non fiction books. There 
has been lots of mark making!   
 

Year 1 have started learning about Christmas this week. They have enjoyed discussing and writing about how we celebrate Christmas 
and also acting out the Christmas story. In maths, they have been getting very quick at recalling their number bonds to 10.    
 

Year 2  are working at home this week. They finished working on a unit on subtraction and are now looking at Money.   In English, they 
brought together their learning about describing a real character, Charles II - Wow, was he a character!  The children have been  doing 
Science and Topic with their parents. It looked as if everyone really enjoyed melting chocolate  (Wax crayons were              
proposed!) The children are moving onto recycling now.  In topic, they researched King Charles II.  
 

Year 3 have been learning about The Celts and the brave warrior, Boudicca! They are moving on to further their skills in shading for a 
3D effect using different pencils and shapes in Art. They are looking forward to learning more about the Romans next week!  
 

Year 4 have been revisiting instructions for our Golden Book.  They have been identifying the features of an instructional text and the 
specific vocabulary needed in  order to write an instructional text.  In math's they are learning to add different lengths together. They  
are having to convert different units together to enable us to find the correct answer.  In Art they have been looking at an African artist 
by the name of Gakonga.  They have noticed that he uses very bright colours and that his characters do not have any facial features. 
 

Years 5 have continued with their persuasive writing on deforestation. We have been really impressed with how enthusiastic the  
children have been with this topic. In Maths they have been looking at factors, multiples, prime numbers and square numbers. They 
have had a big  focus on their new art topic (one point perspective drawings). The children have worked hard creating their own.    
 

Year 6 are working from home this week, and they have been very dedicated to their work. In Maths, they are continuing to work on 
Fractions, looking at parts of a whole. In English, they have started some narrative Fairytale writing, where they will be rewriting the 
Brothers Grimm version of Cinderella from the Prince's perspective.  
 

House Competition : 
Well done to all of our Outstanding Oranges for collecting  

the most tokens this week! 

Outstanding  
Oranges 
163 
 
 

 Amazing  
Apples 
160 
 

 Super  
Strawberries  
155 

 Brilliant  
Bananas 
155 

 

 

From Science to Topic, Art and Reading, 
Year 2 have been busy at home this 
week! We know everyone has been 
working hard – thanks for your pics!  



 

 
23rd November 2020 

What’s going on this week?  

 
Boys’ elite football academies for under-16s have been allowed to continue during England's four-
week Lockdown but girls' equivalent regional training centres have been stopped. An online 
petition, started by 9-year-old female footballer Ellie Duffy, asked the Football Association (FA) to 
allow under 9s to under 16s girls' football academies to continue during Lockdown. Ellie's petition 
calls for the same opportunities for girls as boys during periods of Lockdown. 

Things to talk about at home… 
 Why do you think Ellie decided to start the petition? 
 Do you think it was fair that boys’ elite football was allowed to continue but not the girls’? 
 Can you think of any times where things might not have been fair? Did you do anything to 

change it? 
Please note any interesting thoughts or comments here… 
 
 

 C 
  

 
Share your thoughts and read the opinions of others on our discussion board: www.picture-news.co.uk/discuss 
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