
Sunday, April 4, 2021 

Easter Sunday 

Holy Communion 

Order of Service 
Welcome  
Whether you regularly worship at St. Mark’s United Methodist or whether you’re 
visiting with us, we encourage you to open your hearts and minds to what says the 
Lord. If you are a visitor, interested in becoming a member of St. Mark's United 
Methodist Church feel free to contact the church at 301.776.8885 | 
emailstmarkslmd@gmail.com | Pastor Matthews directly (443.257.2730 | 
reveugene@comcast.net). Our doors are always open, welcome. 

Gathering Song ........................................... “Sweet, Sweet Spirit” (Hymnal, #334) 
(being sung this morning by Doris Akers) 

There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place, and I know that it’s the spirit of the 
Lord; There are sweet expressions on each face, and I know they feel the 
presence of the Lord. Sweet holy Spirt, sweet heavenly Dove, stay right here 
with us filling us with your love; and for these blessings we lift our hearts in 
praise; without a doubt we’ll know that we have been revived when we shall 
leave this place. 

Greeting/Call to Worship ............................................................................ Cynthia 
Leader: In both mystery and flesh he arose. 
Ms. Cynthia: We believe, Lord. Help our unbelief. 
Leader: Breaking the veil between heaven and earth, he releases us from 

the fear of death. 
Ms. Cynthia: We believe, Lord. Help our unbelief. 
Leader: The spark of the Holy Spirit ignites the song: “At last, we shall 

see God” 
Ms. Cynthia: We believe, Lord. Help our unbelief. 



Leader: We have come to affirm our belief in the risen Lord: CHRIST IS 
RISEN! 

Ms. Cynthia: Christ Is Risen indeed! 
Leader: CHRIST IS RISEN! 
Ms. Cynthia: CHRIST IS RISEN INDEED! ALLELUIA 

Hymn of Praise ....................................................................................... “He Arose” 
(sing along with New Hope Mass Choir) 

Prayer of Confession and Assurance (Unison) 
O God, we have also been raised with Christ! May we seek the things that are 
above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. For though to this life we 
have died, and our new life is hidden with Christ in God, when Christ who is our 
life is revealed, then we shall also be revealed wit Christ in glory. Today we are 
forgiven our sins because no grave could hold his body down. HE IS RISEN. HE 
IS RISEN INDEED! 

The Invocation 

Song of Meditation .................................................................... “No Greater Love” 
(featuring Foretaste, accompanied by Rev. Henry Tindal) 

The Prayer of Illumination (Unison) 
Living God, today’s Good News is so wondrous, so magnificent, that we struggle 
to wrap our heads around it. Give our hearts the wisdom to receive that which our 
heads cannot fully understand. Send your Spirit to fill our whole bodies with your 
resurrection promise. This we pray in your holy and good name. Amen. 

Scripture Reading #1 ...................................................................................... Jaime 
(Acts 10:34–43, Common English Bible) 

34 Peter said, “I really am learning that God doesn’t show partiality to one group of 
people over another. 35 Rather, in every nation, whoever worships him and does 
what is right is acceptable to him. 36 This is the message of peace he sent to the 
Israelites by proclaiming the good news through Jesus Christ: He is Lord of 
all! 37 You know what happened throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the 
baptism John preached. 38 You know about Jesus of Nazareth, whom God anointed 
with the Holy Spirit and endowed with power. Jesus traveled around doing good 
and healing everyone oppressed by the devil because God was with him. 39 We are 
witnesses of everything he did, both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They killed him by 
hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him up on the third day and allowed him 
to be seen, 41 not by everyone but by us. We are witnesses whom God chose 
beforehand, who ate and drank with him after God raised him from the dead. 42 He 



commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God 
appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him 
that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

Scripture Reading #2 ..................................................................................... Deidre 
(1 Corinthians 15:1–11, Common English Bible) 

The resurrection 
15 Brothers and sisters, I want to call your attention to the good news that I 
preached to you, which you also received and in which you stand. 2 You are being 
saved through it if you hold on to the message I preached to you, unless somehow 
you believed it for nothing. 3 I passed on to you as most important what I also 
received: Christ died for our sins in line with the scriptures, 4 he was buried, and he 
rose on the third day in line with the scriptures. 5 He appeared to Cephas, then to 
the Twelve, 6 and then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters 
at once—most of them are still alive to this day, though some have died. 7 Then he 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 8 and last of all he appeared to me, as if 
I were born at the wrong time. 9 I’m the least important of the apostles. I don’t 
deserve to be called an apostle, because I harassed God’s church. 10 I am what I am 
by God’s grace, and God’s grace hasn’t been for nothing. In fact, I have worked 
harder than all the others—that is, it wasn’t me but the grace of God that is with 
me. 11 So then, whether you heard the message from me or them, this is what we 
preach and this is what you have believed. 

Selection ................................................ “Oh How Precious is the Name of Jesus” 
(Foretaste, accompanied by Rev. Henry Tindal) 

Scripture Reading #3 ........................................................................... Ms. Cynthia 
(John 20:1–18, Common English Bible) 

Empty tomb 
20 Early in the morning of the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been taken away from the 
tomb. 2 She ran to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, 
and said, “They have taken the Lord from the tomb, and we don’t know where 
they’ve put him.” 3 Peter and the other disciple left to go to the tomb. 4 They were 
running together, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter and was the first to 
arrive at the tomb. 5 Bending down to take a look, he saw the linen cloths lying 
there, but he didn’t go in. 6 Following him, Simon Peter entered the tomb and saw 
the linen cloths lying there. 7 He also saw the face cloth that had been on Jesus’ 
head. It wasn’t with the other clothes but was folded up in its own place. 8 Then the 
other disciple, the one who arrived at the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and 
believed. 9 They didn’t yet understand the scripture that Jesus must rise from the 
dead. 10 Then the disciples returned to the place where they were staying. 



Jesus appears to Mary 
11 Mary stood outside near the tomb, crying. As she cried, she bent down to look 
into the tomb. 12 She saw two angels dressed in white, seated where the body of 
Jesus had been, one at the head and one at the foot. 13 The angels asked her, 
“Woman, why are you crying?” 
She replied, “They have taken away my Lord, and I don’t know where they’ve put 
him.” 14 As soon as she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing 
there, but she didn’t know it was Jesus. 
15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who are you looking for?” 
Thinking he was the gardener, she replied, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell 
me where you have put him and I will get him.” 
16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 
She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabbouni” (which means Teacher). 
17 Jesus said to her, “Don’t hold on to me, for I haven’t yet gone up to my Father. 
Go to my brothers and sisters and tell them, ‘I’m going up to my Father and your 
Father, to my God and your God.’” 
18 Mary Magdalene left and announced to the disciples, “I’ve seen the Lord.” Then 
she told them what he said to her. 

Doxology – “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here be low; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

The Affirmation of Faith — “The Apostles’ Creed” 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth: 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried: 

the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit; 
the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Gloria Patri – “Glory Be to the Father” 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

Children’s Moment ......................................................................................... Jaime 

Hymn of Preparation — “We Shall Behold Him” (featuring Vicki Winans) 

Inspirational Message .................................................. Rev. Eugene W. Matthews 

“Too Good to Be True” 
Praise and Prayer Concerns 

Invitation / Altar Call 
Invitation Selection — “Because He Lives” (featuring Metropolitan Baptist Choir) 

Holy Communion 
Thanksgiving and Communion 

TAKING THE BREAD AND CUP 
The pastor takes the bread and cup, and the bread and wine are prepared for 
the meal. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Pastor will Lead, Cynthia will respond) 
The musical settings on pages 17-25 may be used if desired. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



It is right, and a good and joyful thing, 
always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

You have made from one every nation and people 
to live on all the face of the earth, 

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. 
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection 

you gave birth to your church, 
delivered us from slavery to sin and death, 
and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 

He commissioned us to be his witnesses to the ends of the earth 
and to make disciples of all nations, 

and today his family in all the world is joining at his holy table. 
On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, 

gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.” 
When the supper was over, he took the cup, 

gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
“Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 

as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, 

and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, 
that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. 



Renew our communion with your Church throughout the world, 
and strengthen it in every nation and among every people 

to witness faithfully in your name. 
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, 

one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, 
until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, 

all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (song this morning by Andrea Bocelli) 

BREAKING THE BREAD 
The pastor breaks the bread in silence, or while saying: 

Because there is one loaf, 
we, who are many, are one body, for we all partake of the one loaf. 
The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. 

The pastor lifts the cup in silence, or while saying: 
The cup over which we give thanks is a sharing in the blood of Christ. 

GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP 
The bread and wine are given to the people, with these or other words being 
exchanged: 
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen. 
The blood of Christ, given for you. Amen. 

The congregation sings hymns while the bread and cup are given. 
When all have received, the Lord’s table is put in order. 
The following prayer is then offered by the pastor or by all: 
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery 

in which you have given yourself to us. 
Grant that we may go into the world 

in the strength of your Spirit, 
to give ourselves for others, 

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

Announcements 

Benediction 



DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING 
Go forth in peace. 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. Amen. 



Happy Birthday and Anniversary 
April Members 

Announcements 
Pray Daily at Noon 

Please remember to pray daily at NOON. Some areas to include in 
your prayer, can include the pandemic, racial healing, government 
leaders, educational challenges, and most importantly for our sick 
and shut-ins and each other. 
April is National Minority Health Month (NMHM) is a 
time to raise awareness about health disparities that 
continue to affect racial and ethnic minority populations 
and encourage action through health education, early 
detection, and control of disease complications.  This year 
the theme is #VaccineReady! 
If you are looking for health resources or ways to enhance or begin your Wellness 
Journey, check out the NBC4 Health and Fitness Virtual Expo.  Registration is 
FREE! Go to NBC4Expo.com. The virtual event is open through April 18, 2021. If 
you discover something too good to keep to yourself, please share with your 
church family during our after worship virtual chat. 

Wednesdays (7:15 p.m.) — Wednesday Night Experience. Call-in Information: 
712-770-4010 (Access code: 331960) 
Sunday, April 11th — All members are being asked to remain in place following 
service for a conversation regarding preparation for re-entry into the church 
building for ministry. 
Note from Finance: First, let us give a big thank you to all that have been giving.  
This is a reminder that there are several ways to get your offering to the church: 

1. You can drop it off at the church, place in the mailbox (Cynthia and David 
Burley check it regularly) (This will save you postage) 

2. You can mail it to the church (601 Eighth Street, Laurel, MD 20707) 
3. You can use on-line giving (Give–St. Marks — 

https://www.shelbygiving.com/app/giving/stmarkslmd) 
4. Reach out to member of finance, they will try to accommodate you. 

Again, thank you.  Just remember, even during the pandemic, the church building 
still has obligations that need to be met. 



“Proclaiming Christ to the generations...  
Equipping disciples to transform the world” 

Special Prayers / Sick and Shut-In List: If you hear of anyone that is in need of 
special prayer or is taken to the hospital, please contact: Rev. Eugene Matthews 
(443.257.2730 (cell), 410.379.0600 (home), reveugene@comcast.net) 

Eric Smith, Brian Bailey, Rayvon Roy, Joyce Gibson, Tony Tingle, Mitchell Talley, 
LaKisha Thomas, James (Stoney) Carroll, Marva Thomas, Nena Hughes, 
Deysha Gibson, Gloria Thomas, Sharon Thomas, Rev. George F. DeFord, 
Wanda Dumas, Sherman / Erica Roy, Janeen Thomas, Eunice Harding (Gemma’s 
Mother), Tyrone / Pat Mundell, Samuel / James Briggs (Cynthia Burley’s brothers), 
Joan Moore, Larry Powell, Veronica Miller, Jeanette Reeves, Ernestine Gibson, 
Mildred Awkward, Grace Elaine Catchings, James Matthews, Birdie Walker, 
Paul Browder, Laura Dotson, Phillip Reese, Lamar Payne, Kevin Miller, 
Nancy Daniels, Eunice Parker, Hannah Polk, Delores Tyler 

Eunice Dumas 
1909 Sheffield Court 
Severn, MD 21144 
410.551.2435 

Umbrenda Fisher 
9160 Charlton Place 
Douglasville, GA 39135 

Ruth Miller 
1206 Peachwood Lane 
Bowie, MD 20716 
240.245.4560 

Mrs. Edlin Chambers 
14904 4th Street 
Laurel, MD 
347.423.2764 

Diane Cobb 
410.802.1427 

 

 

 


