Sunday, June 28, 2020

Fourth Sunday After Pentecost
Order of Service
Gathering Song................................................................. “Sweet, Sweet Spirit” (Hymnal, #334)
There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place, and I know that it’s the spirit of the Lord; There
are sweet expressions on each face, and I know they feel the presence of the Lord. Sweet
holy Spirt, sweet heavenly Dove, stay right here with us filling us with your love; and for
these blessings we lift our hearts in praise; without a doubt we’ll know that we have been
revived when we shall leave this place.
Greeting/Call to Worship ....................................................................................... Sister Cynthia
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
All:

God is filled with wonder and surprise.
We open our minds and hearts to the surprising blessings of God.
God calls us God’s own, children of God’s own creation.
We affirm our God-given identity with gratitude.
The heavens declare all of God’s handiwork and greatness.
Day unto day God utters speech.
There is no speech nor language, where God’s voice is not heard.
Come, let us worship the Lord.

Hymn of Praise ........................................................................................... “What A Fellowship”
(sing along with COGIC 104th Holy Convocation
1 What a fellowship, what a joy divine,
leaning on the everlasting arms;
what a blessedness, what a peace is mine,
leaning on the everlasting arms.
Refrain:
Leaning, leaning,
safe and secure from all alarms;
leaning, leaning,
leaning on the everlasting arms.

2 O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way,
leaning on the everlasting arms;
O how bright the path grows from day to
day, leaning on the everlasting arms.
[Refrain]
3 What have I to dread, what have I to fear,
leaning on the everlasting arms?
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near,
leaning on the everlasting arms. [Refrain]
[Refrain]

Prayer of Confession and Assurance (Unison)
Creator and creating God, you gave us such a delightful and wholesome gift in Genesis. Pride,
rebellion, and lust called to us and we pulled away from you. These identical issues continue to
cause sin in our lives. Rather than true confession, like the first Adam, we prefer to blame others
for the troubles in our world. Give us the faith and strength of Abraham. Forgive us of our sin.
Restore a fresh start and a new beginning. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer (Recite)

The Invocation
Song of Meditation —I Need You Now (Smokie Norful)
The Prayer of Illumination (Unison)
Since we do not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from your mouth, make us
hunger for this heavenly food, that it may nourish us today in the ways of eternal life; through
Jesus Christ, the bread of heaven. Amen.
Scripture Reading #1 .................................................................................................... Sister Tina
(Genesis 22:1–14, King James Version)
22 And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt Abraham, and said unto him,
Abraham: and he said, Behold, here I am.
2
And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the
land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will
tell thee of.
3
And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men
with him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went
unto the place of which God had told him.
4
Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar off.
5
And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad will go
yonder and worship, and come again to you.
6
And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took
the fire in his hand, and a knife; and they went both of them together.
7
And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: and he said, Here am I, my son.
And he said, Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?
8
And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went
both of them together.
9
And they came to the place which God had told him of; and Abraham built an altar there, and
laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood.
10
And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son.
11
And the angel of the LORD called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham: and
he said, Here am I.
12
And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I
know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me.
13
And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket
by his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the
stead of his son.
14
And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovahjireh: as it is said to this day, In the mount
of the LORD it shall be seen.
Scripture Reading #2 .................................................................................................. Sister Erica
(Romans 6:12–23, New International Version)
12

Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. 13 Do not
offer any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to
God as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to him as
an instrument of righteousness. 14 For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not
under the law, but under grace.

Slaves to Righteousness
15

What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law but under grace? By no means!
Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves
of the one you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which
leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you
have come to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that has now claimed your allegiance.
18
You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.
19
I am using an example from everyday life because of your human limitations. Just as you used
to offer yourselves as slaves to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer
yourselves as slaves to righteousness leading to holiness. 20 When you were slaves to sin, you
were free from the control of righteousness. 21 What benefit did you reap at that time from the
things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in death! 22 But now that you have been set
free from sin and have become slaves of God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the
result is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in[a] Christ
Jesus our Lord.
16

Scripture Reading #3
(Matthew 10:40–42, New International Version)
40

”Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me welcomes the one
who sent me. 41 Whoever welcomes a prophet as a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and
whoever welcomes a righteous person as a righteous person will receive a righteous person’s
reward. 42 And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones who is my
disciple, truly I tell you, that person will certainly not lose their reward.”
The Affirmation of Faith — “The Apostles’ Creed” (recite in unison)
I believe in God the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth:
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried:
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit;
the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Gloria Patri – “Glory Be to the Father” (Recite in unison)
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
Children / Youth Moment ..........................................................................................Sister Jaime

Hymn of Preparation — “The Lord Will Make a Way Somehow”
(song by Rev. Philip E. Knight, Sr.)
Morning Message ............................................................................... Rev. Eugene W. Matthews

“The Lord Will Provide”
Invitation / Altar Call .............................................................................. Rev. Eugene Matthews
Selection — “I Shall Not Be Moved” (song by Mississippi John Hurt)
Praise and Prayer Concerns
Announcements
Benediction

Announcements
Kudos to Wayne for his inspiring Father’s Day message
Many thanks and Appreciation are extended to the
St. Mark’s family for all of your kind gestures to me in
the observance of my birthday and also Father’s Day. I
especially plan to display the special T-Shirt that was
sent to me on our first Re-Entry Sunday of worship in the church’s sanctuary. Be
Blessed!!
Pastor Matthews
Saturday, September 12, 2020 — The 236th Annual Conference session of the
Baltimore-Washington Conference will be held online. This move to a virtual
Annual Conference is made necessary by the COVID-19 pandemic and the need
for social distancing as the church seeks to privilege life, especially among its
vulnerable members. A practice run for voting members will be held prior to the
September conference.
Re-entering Task Force working diligently, but the church will remain closed.
Please don’t forget to send your comments / suggestions on what you think the
re-entry should be like.
130th Anniversary Shirts — I’m sure you have seen the email about the
purchasing of our commemorative shirts. Sizes: Small to XL = $15; 2X = $17;
3X = $19. If you are interested in purchasing a shirt, please contact Millicent
at the church email.

Front

General Conference —August 31, 2021–September 10, 2021
Jurisdictional Conference — TBA

Back

”Proclaiming Christ to the generations...

Equipping disciples to transform the world”
Special Prayers / Sick and Shut-In List: If you hear of anyone that is in need of special prayer or
is taken to the hospital, please contact: Rev. Eugene Matthews (443.257.2730 (cell),
410.379.0600 (home), reveugene@comcast.net)

Deysha Gibson, Gloria Thomas, Sharon Thomas, Rev. George F. DeFord,
Wanda Dumas, Sherman / Erica Roy, Janeen Thomas, Eunice Harding (Gemma’s
Mother), Tyrone / Pat Mundell, Samuel / James Briggs (Cynthia Burley’s brothers),
Barbara Matthews, Charles Burley, Richard Cager, Jr., Joan Moore, Larry Powell,
Veronica Miller, Jeanette Reeves, Ernestine Gibson, Grace Elaine Catchings,
James Matthews, Birdie Walker, Paul Browder, Laura Dotson, Mildred Awkward,
Phillip Reese, Lamar Payne, Kevin Miller, Nancy Daniels, Eunice Parker,
Hannah Polk, Delores Tyler
Eunice Dumas
1909 Sheffield Court
Severn, MD 21144
410.551.2435

Umbrenda Fisher
9160 Charlton Place
Douglasville, GA 39135

Ruth Miller
1206 Peachwood Lane
Bowie, MD 20716
240.245.4560

Mrs. Edlin Chambers
14904 4th Street
Laurel, MD
347.423.2764

Diane Cobb
410.802.1427

