Sunday, July 12, 2020

Sixth Sunday After Pentecost
Order of Service
Gathering Song................................................................. “Sweet, Sweet Spirit” (Hymnal, #334)
There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place, and I know that it’s the spirit of the Lord; There
are sweet expressions on each face, and I know they feel the presence of the Lord. Sweet
holy Spirt, sweet heavenly Dove, stay right here with us filling us with your love; and for
these blessings we lift our hearts in praise; without a doubt we’ll know that we have been
revived when we shall leave this place.
Greeting/Call to Worship ....................................................................................... Sister Cynthia
Leader:

We have received life as a gift from you, Creator God.

People:

We have received new life from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Leader:

We have received the light that shows us the path to peace and joy from you,
Gracious God.

People:

We have received the promise of eternal life from you.

Leader:

Now we come into your presence at your invitation.

All:

We gratefully accept these gifts from you, knowing we can repay nothing, but
can take part in the exciting adventure of your reign. So now Guide us, O thou
great Jehovah!!

Hymn of Praise ................................................................. “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”
(sing along with instrumental)
1. Guide me, O thou great Jehovah,
pilgrim through this barren land.
I am weak, but thou art mighty;
hold me with thy powerful hand.
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven,
feed me till I want no more;
feed me till I want no more.
2. Open now the crystal fountain,
whence the healing stream doth flow;
let the fire and cloudy pillar
lead me all my journey through.
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer,
be thou still my strength and shield;
be thou still my strength and shield.

3. When I tread the verge of Jordan,
bid my anxious fears subside;
death of death and hell's destruction,
land me safe on Canaan's side.
Songs of praises, songs of praises,
I will ever give to thee;
I will ever give to thee.

Prayer of Confession and Assurance (Unison)
Lord, you have made it clear to us that you desire for us to enjoy sharing life as seeds bursting
forth in new life. Help us to germinate in the fullness of your nurturing soil. Help us not to fail to
do justice to our weak, lowly, needy and destitute neighbors. Have mercy upon us and help us to
grow to full strength to enhance your Kingdom here on earth. Hear our confession and forgive us
our sins and work through us toward the day when God’s will be done throughout the whole
earth. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer (Recite in unison)
The Invocation
Song of Meditation — How Excellent (Mississippi Mass Choir)
The Prayer of Illumination (Unison)
Guide us, O Lord, by your word, and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, in your
truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace, through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Scripture Reading #1 .................................................................................................. Sister Angie
(Genesis 25:19–34, Common English Version)

Jacob and Esau are born
19

These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son. Abraham became the father of Isaac.
Isaac was 40 years old when he married Rebekah the daughter of Bethuel the Aramean and the
sister of Laban the Aramean, from Paddan-aram. 21 Isaac prayed to the LORD for his wife, since
she was unable to have children. The LORD was moved by his prayer, and his wife Rebekah
became pregnant. 22 But the boys pushed against each other inside of her, and she said, “If this is
what it’s like, why did it happen to me?”
20

So she went to ask the LORD. 23 And the LORD said to her,
“Two nations are in your womb; two different peoples will emerge from your body. One people
will be stronger than the other; the older will serve the younger.”
24

When she reached the end of her pregnancy, she discovered that she had twins. 25 The first
came out red all over, clothed with hair, and she named him Esau. 26 Immediately afterward, his
brother came out gripping Esau’s heel, and she named him Jacob. Isaac was 60 years old when
they were born.

Jacob acquires the oldest son’s rights
27

When the young men grew up, Esau became an outdoorsman who knew how to hunt, and
Jacob became a quiet man who stayed at home. 28 Isaac loved Esau because he enjoyed eating
game, but Rebekah loved Jacob. 29 Once when Jacob was boiling stew, Esau came in from the
field hungry 30 and said to Jacob, “I’m starving! Let me devour some of this red stuff.” That’s
why his name is Edom.
31

Jacob said, “Sell me your birthright today.”

32

Esau said, “Since I’m going to die anyway, what good is my birthright to me?”

33

Jacob said, “Give me your word today.” And he did. He sold his birthright to Jacob. 34 So
Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew. He ate, drank, got up, and left, showing just how little he
thought of his birthright.

Scripture Reading #2 .................................................................................................... Sister Lina
(Romans 8:1–11, Common English Bible)

8 So now there isn’t any condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 The law of the Spirit
of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and death. 3 God has done what was
impossible for the Law, since it was weak because of selfishness. God condemned sin in the
body by sending his own Son to deal with sin in the same body as humans, who are controlled by
sin. 4 He did this so that the righteous requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us. Now the
way we live is based on the Spirit, not based on selfishness. 5 People whose lives are based on
selfishness think about selfish things, but people whose lives are based on the Spirit think about
things that are related to the Spirit. 6 The attitude that comes from selfishness leads to death, but
the attitude that comes from the Spirit leads to life and peace. 7 So the attitude that comes from
selfishness is hostile to God. It doesn’t submit to God’s Law, because it can’t. 8 People who are
self-centered aren’t able to please God.
9

But you aren’t self-centered. Instead you are in the Spirit, if in fact God’s Spirit lives in you. If
anyone doesn’t have the Spirit of Christ, they don’t belong to him. 10 If Christ is in you, the Spirit
is your life because of God’s righteousness, but the body is dead because of sin. 11 If the Spirit of
the one who raised Jesus from the dead lives in you, the one who raised Christ from the dead will
give life to your human bodies also, through his Spirit that lives in you.
Scripture Reading #3 ................................................................................................. Sister Cindy
(Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23, Common English Bible)

Setting for the parables

13 That day Jesus went out of the house and sat down beside the lake. 2 Such large crowds
gathered around him that he climbed into a boat and sat down. The whole crowd was standing on
the shore.

Parable of the soils
3

He said many things to them in parables: “A farmer went out to scatter seed. 4 As he was
scattering seed, some fell on the path, and birds came and ate it. 5 Other seed fell on rocky
ground where the soil was shallow. They sprouted immediately because the soil wasn’t deep.
6
But when the sun came up, it scorched the plants, and they dried up because they had no roots.
7
Other seed fell among thorny plants. The thorny plants grew and choked them. 8 Other seed fell
on good soil and bore fruit, in one case a yield of one hundred to one, in another case a yield of
sixty to one, and in another case a yield of thirty to one. 9 Everyone who has ears should pay
attention.”

Explanation of the parable of the farmer
18

“Consider then the parable of the farmer. 19 Whenever people hear the word about the kingdom
and don’t understand it, the evil one comes and carries off what was planted in their hearts. This
is the seed that was sown on the path. 20 As for the seed that was spread on rocky ground, this
refers to people who hear the word and immediately receive it joyfully. 21 Because they have no
roots, they last for only a little while. When they experience distress or abuse because of the
word, they immediately fall away. 22 As for the seed that was spread among thorny plants, this
refers to those who hear the word, but the worries of this life and the false appeal of wealth
choke the word, and it bears no fruit. 23 As for what was planted on good soil, this refers to those
who hear and understand, and bear fruit and produce—in one case a yield of one hundred to one,
in another case a yield of sixty to one, and in another case a yield of thirty to one.”

Doxology – “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” (recite in unison)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here be low; praise him
above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
The Affirmation of Faith — “The Apostles’ Creed” (recite in unison)
I believe in God the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth:
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried:
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit;
the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Gloria Patri – “Glory Be to the Father” (Recite in unison)
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
Children / Youth Moment ..........................................................................................Sister Jaime
Hymn of Preparation — “I Shall Not Be Moved” (song by The Blind Boys of Alabama)
Inspirational Message .............................................................................. Rev. Eugene Matthews

“Sowing Kingdom Seeds”
Praise and Prayer Concerns
Invitation / Altar Call .............................................................................. Rev. Eugene Matthews
Selection — “Bringing in the Sheaves” — sing along)
1 Sowing in the morning, sowing seeds of kindness,
Sowing in the noontide and the dewy eve,
Waiting for the harvest and the time of reaping –
We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves.
Refrain
Bringing in the sheaves, bringing in the sheaves,
We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves.
Bringing in the sheaves, bringing in the sheaves,
We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves.

2

Sowing in the sunshine, sowing in the shadows,
Fearing neither clouds nor winter’s chilling breeze;
By and by the harvest and the labor ended –
We shall come rejoicing, bringin in the sheaves. (Refrain)

3

Going forth with weeping, sowing for the Master,
Tho the loss sustained our spirit often grieves;
When our weeping’s over He will bid us welcome –
We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves. (Refrain)

Announcements
Benediction

Announcements
Saturday, September 12, 2020 — The 236th Annual Conference session of the
Baltimore-Washington Conference will be held online. This move to a virtual
Annual Conference is made necessary by the COVID-19 pandemic and the need
for social distancing as the church seeks to privilege life, especially among its
vulnerable members. A practice run for voting members will be held prior to the
September conference.
Re-entering Task Force working diligently, but the church will remain closed.
Please don’t forget to send your comments / suggestions on what you think the
re-entry should be like.
130th Anniversary Shirts — I’m sure you have seen the email about the
purchasing of our commemorative shirts. Sizes: Small to XL = $15; 2X = $17;
3X = $19. If you are interested in purchasing a shirt, please contact Millicent
at the church email.

Front

Back

Annual Conference will be held on Saturday, September 12th. (place has not
been designated).
General Conference —August 31, 2021–September 10, 2021
Jurisdictional Conference — TBA

“Proclaiming Christ to the generations...

Equipping disciples to transform the world”
Special Prayers / Sick and Shut-In List: If you hear of anyone that is in need of special prayer or
is taken to the hospital, please contact: Rev. Eugene Matthews (443.257.2730 (cell),
410.379.0600 (home), reveugene@comcast.net)

Deysha Gibson, Gloria Thomas, Sharon Thomas, Rev. George F. DeFord,
Wanda Dumas, Sherman / Erica Roy, Janeen Thomas, Eunice Harding (Gemma’s
Mother), Tyrone / Pat Mundell, Samuel / James Briggs (Cynthia Burley’s brothers),
Barbara Matthews, Charles Burley, Richard Cager, Jr., Joan Moore, Larry Powell,
Veronica Miller, Jeanette Reeves, Ernestine Gibson, Grace Elaine Catchings,
James Matthews, Birdie Walker, Paul Browder, Laura Dotson, Mildred Awkward,
Phillip Reese, Lamar Payne, Kevin Miller, Nancy Daniels, Eunice Parker,
Hannah Polk, Delores Tyler
Eunice Dumas
1909 Sheffield Court
Severn, MD 21144
410.551.2435

Umbrenda Fisher
9160 Charlton Place
Douglasville, GA 39135

Ruth Miller
1206 Peachwood Lane
Bowie, MD 20716
240.245.4560

Mrs. Edlin Chambers
14904 4th Street
Laurel, MD
347.423.2764

Diane Cobb
410.802.1427

