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TRUE ACCOUNT

Test Positive: Surviving COVID-19 in
the Reign of Trump is the true account of
how Midland Authors Corresponding
Secretary Gerard Plecki survived
COVID-19 after testing positive in
March.  

Plecki tells us; “The book analyzes the
historical and the political contexts within

NEW COLLECTION

Steve Wiegenstein’s latest book,
Scattered Lights, is due out in November
from Cornerpost Press. Unlike his three
novels, which have historical settings,
this book is a collection of short stories
set in contemporary times. All four books
are set in the Ozarks, Wiegenstein’s home
region. 

Wiegenstein tells Literary License:
“This collection brings
together a wide cast of
characters, all connect-
ed to the Ozarks –
natives and trans-
plants, young and old,
wicked and innocent,
troubled and happy,
God-haunted and just
plain haunted. These
stories range over

human experience from madness to rec-
onciliation and everything in between,
told in precise, poetic language that
leaves a permanent impression.

“Several of these stories have previous-
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EIGHTH BOOK

Joseph G. Peterson’s new novel, The
Rumphulus, was published Sept. 15 by

Steve
Wiegenstein

ly appeared in Kansas Quarterly,
Louisiana Literature, Southern
Humanities Review, The Nebraska
Review, Oxford Magazine and other liter-
ary journals. Others are published in this
collection for the first time.

“Early reviews have been enthusiastic.
Ann Weisgarber wrote, ‘With his pitch-
perfect sentences and compassionate
insight, Wiegenstein’s memorable charac-
ters are achingly real as they grapple with
their ordinary lives and peer into the
uncertain future. Scattered Lights is one
of the best collections of stories I’ve read
in years.’ ”

which this pandemic has raged in our
country. It provides a step-by-step
account of the actions the author took to
overcome the debilitating symptoms of
the disease. 

Test Positive is an
extensively document-
ed indictment of the
Trump administra-
tion’s failure to control
the pandemic to keep
Americans safe. The
author pulls no punch-
es when proving that
the death of nearly 200,000 Americans
could have been avoided if President
Trump had viewed the pandemic as a
health problem, not as a political problem
that he could solve by offering his facile
and convenient spin that the pandemic
would simply disappear.    

Gerard Plecki
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we can remember, this never has hap-
pened before. We are working to adjust
our deadlines and other factors to ensure
our members get their copies of Literary
License in a timely manner in the future,
despite what appears to be slower service
from the U.S. Postal Service.  

Midland Authors
Board member
Dominic A. Pacyga
wrote a Sept. 20 op-ed
for the Chicago Sun-
Times comparing one-
time Chicago Mayor
Big Bill Thompson to
Donald Trump. ... The
publication date of Lynn Voedisch’s lat-
est book has been delayed until Jan. 17.
... Cyndee Schaffer will bring her pro-
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From the Midland Authors Board:
The Midland Authors has an updated
website, but many of our authors (includ-
ing, ahem, Biblio File’s alter ego) have
not updated their bios lately. Please con-
sider doing so, and adding a bio if you
have not already posted one. Also, many
of our members received a phony appeal
for money on behalf of a sick child that,
according to our tech sleuth Lynn
Voedisch, originated in China. We
attempted to notify all of our members
quickly, and we are working to do every-
thing to prevent a recurrence. 

From Literary License: We regret that
the September issue of Literary License
did not make it into our members’ hands
before the September program. As far as

Biblio File
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Society of Midland Authors members can now
pay their membership dues, buy tickets to the
annual dinner and make donations on our
website with PayPal (there is a $1 fee to help
cover PayPal’s fee). To make a donation, visit
our home page at www.midlandauthors.com
and click on the "Donate" button in the upper
right corner.

www.midlandauthors.com

Follow the Society on 
Twitter@midlandauthors

C 

TWO NEW BOOKS

Ruth Spiro has a new book release,
Baby Loves Political Science: Justice!
(Charlesbridge, Sept. 15, 2020), which
partners with her earlier book, Baby
Loves Political Science: Democracy!,
which came out in April. Baby Loves
Political Science: Congress and the
Presidency! will be released in 2021.
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the University of Iowa Press. It is his
eighth book. 

From the publisher: “Romulus was the
founder of Rome; and those tossed out-
side the city-gate are not Romulus’s chil-
dren but the cast-offs living in hovels, the
Rumphulus. However, this isn’t ancient
Rome, but rather the nature preserve of a
contemporary American suburb. The out-
casts don’t understand why they’ve been
relegated to the 
woods. Nor do they
know if they will ever
summon the courage
to cross the roads that
act as a physical and
psychological barrier
to their re-entry into
conventional society.
Daily they negotiate
the harsh conditions of
the wild and the dangerous presence of
one another while they contemplate their
exiles. That is until society comes for one
of them.

“The Rumphulus have grown their
beards long, and when they can no longer
stand life they howl like wolves; only
they are not wolves but the stranded city
outcasts who howl in pain.”

Joseph G.
Peterson

Continued from Page 1 ‘My head felt like it was about to explode’

Rick Kogan, a longtime Midland
Authors member and a former
speaker at the annual

book awards ceremony, report-
ed on Sept. 14 that he had been
diagnosed with COVID-19.

“I was taken by wheelchair
up to a room on the then-just
opened and relatively empty
COVID ICU section, where I
was helped into the bed,” he
wrote. “That is where I spent
the next five touch-and-go, deeply
dazed and intermittently introspective

days and nights. ... On that morning I
moved into the hospital, I could barely

walk, and my head felt like it
was about to explode.
Breathing was strenuous. The
chills would shake my body.”

Kogan, who has recovered,
is one of several Midland
Authors members who have
contracted the novel coron-
avirus. Midland Authors
Recording Secretary Gerald

Plecki has written a book about his
experience (see Literary Latest, Page 2).

Rick Kogan

Dominic Pacyga

Coronavirus update:
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gram, “The Journey to Mollie’s War,” on
Nov. 11 on Zoom to “Edgewater Village
Chicago” in the afternoon and then the
Malta Area Library. ...
Starting on Sept. 25,
the Gordon Report
went to a webinar for-
mat. Edward Gordon
and host Ira Wolfe, a
human resource and
assessment expert, will
use this forum to dis-
cuss current issues in employment, eco-
nomic growth and skill development for
jobs and careers. ... Laurie Levy writes
to say she is completing a new novel. ...
After taking a pandemic pause, June
Sawyers is back at work on her
Midwestern Coffeehouses book for the
University of Illinois Press. In addition,
she just signed two more book contracts,
both for the History Press: Chicago Beer:
A History of Brewing, Public Drinking,
and the Corner Bar in the Windy City and
a revised and updated edition of Bob
Dylan’s New York, which was originally
published in 2011 with
a slightly different title
by the Berkeley-based
Roaring Forties Press.
She is also finishing a
poetry collection, Blue
around the Edges.

In addition, she
taught a course on the
cultural history of the Scottish Highlands,
“Over the Sea to Skye: A Cultural History
of the Highlands of Scotland from Bonnie
Prince Charlie to Outlander” at the
Newberry Library during the winter-
spring 2020 session, and she will teach
another course in fall 2020 at the
Newberry, “One Foot in Front of the
Other: A Cultural History of Walking.” In
April 2020, she was a guest speaker on
Dylan and the blues, “Sweet Magnolia
Blooming: Bob Dylan and the Blues,” at
McCormick Theological Seminary.

Biblio File
Continued from Page 2
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Cyndee Schaffer

June Sawyers

Midland Authors 
2020-2021 programs

Midland Authors board news

Here are upcoming Midland Authors
programs. 

Oct. 13: Midland Authors Award
Winners: Chelsea Wagenaar, author of
The Spinning Place; Andrea Warren,
Enemy Child: The Story of Norman
Mineta, a Boy Imprisoned in a Japanese
American Internment Camp During World
War II; David Treuer, The Heartbeat of
Wounded Knee: Native America from
1890 to the Present; Heather Shumaker,
The Griffins of Castle Cary; Iliana
Regan, Burn the Place: A Memoir, and
Tim Johnston, The Current: A Novel.
The program will be held on Via Zoom. 
It will be moderated by Marlene Targ

Brill. For more details, see Page 5.

Nov. 10. The Character of American
Democracy (See Literary Latest, Page 6),
by Jill Long Thompson, with invited
panelist Richard Painter, author of
American Nero. Moderated by Delmarie
Cobb.

Postponed programs: Singing in the
Rain: The Definitive Story of Woodstock
at Fifty, by Gerard Plecki. Location
TBA. 

Children’s literature, a panel discussion
with: Claudia Guadalupe-Martinez,
Patrick Mc Briarty and Eileen Meyer.
Moderated by Esther Hershenhorn.   

At its Sept. 22 meeting, the Midland
Authors board welcomed three new board
members:

Kate Hannigan is the author of fiction
and nonfiction for children, including
Cape (2019) and Mask (2020), the first
two books in the superhero series “The

League of Secret
Heroes” from Simon &
Schuster and featuring
real-life figures from
World War II; as well
as the nonfiction
graphic novel The
Great Chicago Fire:
Rising From the Ashes
(2020) that launched

First Second's new “History Comics” line.
Her nonfiction picture book A Lady Has
the Floor was a 2019 SMA honoree, and
her middle-grade historical fiction The
Detective’s Assistant set in downtown
Chicago and featuring Pinkerton
Detective Kate Warne received the 2016
Golden Kite Award for Middle Grade
Fiction.

Patrick McBriarty, a former busi-
nessperson and consultant, over a decade

ago discovered a new focus and fascina-
tion for Chicago’s bridges. His first book
of several, Chicago River Bridges, pub-
lished by the University of Illinois Press
(October 2013), is a coffee-table history
and companion book to the “Chicago
Drawbridges,” which was broadcast sev-
eral times on Chicago Public Television.
Patrick co-produced this one-hour docu-
mentary with director and Chicago film-
maker Stephen Hatch. 

Claire Hartfield is the 2019 Coretta
Scott King Book Awards Author Winner
and a 2019 Los Angeles Times Book

Prize finalist.
Hartfield’s most

recent book, A Few
Red Drops: The
Chicago Race Riot of
1919 (Clarion, 2018)
has also been honored
as a Junior Library
Guild Choice, a 2019
Illinois Reading

Council Top Book, and a Chicago Public
Library Best of the Best Books 2018. 

Hartfield’s book, Me and Uncle Romie
(Dial Books for Young Children 2002)
also received national recognition. 

Kate Hannigan

Claire Hartfield
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This is Part 40 of the history of the
Society. 

Acentury after it began, the Society
of Midland Authors continues to
accomplish its original goals of

creating “a closer association among the
writers of the Middle West” and “the
stimulation of creative literary effort" –
by hosting literary events, honoring the
region’s best books with annual awards,
and connecting its members with a
newsletter, Twitter and other channels.

The Midland Authors website, midlan-
dauthors.com, features information on the
Midland Authors’ public events and annu-
al awards. 

The website promotes new books by
Society members, and member authors
are featured in a speakers bureau on the
site. 

The Society is also on Facebook at
facebook.com/midlandauthors. And fol-
low us on Twitter at @midlandauthors
and @BiblioFile_SMA for news on

Midwestern authors and links to articles
on writing and publishing.

Members must be current or former res-
idents of the 12 Midland states. Each
member is the author or co-author of a
book demonstrating literary style and
published by a recognized publisher, or
the author of a published or professionally
produced play. 

The Midland Authors also includes
associate members-people with a connec-
tion to literature, such as librarians, teach-
ers, publishers and editors. To join, a
writer must be nominated by a current
Society member. Authors interested in
joining may contact the Society through
the form and email addresses at midlan-
dauthors.com/contact.html.

Members receive a subscription to
Literary License-a newsletter packed with

news about the latest books and activities
by the Midland Authors’ authors – as well
as a yearbook including addresses and
contact information for fellow members.

The Midland Authors, a nonprofit cor-
poration run completely by the volunteer
efforts of its members, welcomes contri-
butions to help support our awards pro-
gram and other activities. Contributions
are tax-deductible.

As the Society’s first president, Hobart
Chatfield-Taylor, once said, this group is
“free from cant and prejudice, the cre-
ation of both friendship and good fellow-
ship among the men and women of the
Middle West who write for a living being
the object for which it was founded.”

[The Midland
Authors is] free from
cant and prejudice, the
creation of both friend-
ship and good fellow-
ship among the men and
women of the Middle
West who write for a liv-
ing being the object for
which it was founded.

“

Into a second century

Literary
Lore

Robert
Loerzel

”

ABOVE: Midland
Authors member and
author Willard Motley
published a column in
the Chicago Defender
under the pen name
Bud Billiken. LEFT:
Former Midland
Authors presidents Jim
Schwab and Richard
Frisbie chat before the
Midland Authors’ Nov.
14. 2017, meeting at the
Cliff Dwellers Club in
Chicago. 
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Literary Latest

Earlier this year, she wrote several pieces
for various publications, including a book
review of Scott Wilson’s Scott Walker
and the Song of the One-All-Alone for the
Times Literary Supplement and several

pieces that ran in the
Third Coast Review:
an article, “Don’t
Stand So Close to Me:
Listening to Music in
the Age of Corona,”
book reviews of Curtis
Sittenfeld’s Rodham:
A Novel and Dominic
Pacyga’s American
Warsaw: The Rise,

Fall, and Rebirth of Polish Chicago, a
theater review of Timeline’s “To Master
the Art,” and a poem, “Life in the Time
of Corona.” ... In August, Andrea
Beaty’s Ada Twist, Scientist was named
one of NPR’s “100 Favorite Books For

Continued from Page 3

Continued from Page 2

Spiro tells Literary License, “I was
excited to be interviewed on Windy City
Live recently and talk about my books
with Val Warner.”

From the publisher:
“When Baby sees that
it’s Mom who
arbitrates the rules at
home, he gets a
glimpse at how his
judge-mother inter-
prets the laws when he

goes with her to court. 
“A funny and gentle introduction to the

judicial branch of government and how
justice is served.”

‘ABSORBING LOOK’

On Sept. 15, Indiana University Press
and the Kelley School of Business co-
hosted a Zoom/virtual launch event for

Ruth Spiro

Jill Long Thompson’s new book, The
Character of American Democracy
(Indiana University Press, Sept. 15, 2020).

From the publisher: “Ethical leadership,
steeped in integrity and fairness, matters.
The future of our nation and our world
depends upon the quality of America's
character. In this uncompromising,
absorbing look at our government and
society today, Jill Long Thompson per-
suasively argues that we all have a mean-
ingful role to play in shaping America's
character and future. The citizenry, as

well as their elected officials, are respon-
sible for protecting fairness of participa-
tion and integrity in elections, as well as
in the adoption and execution of laws. In
this troubling time when the public is los-
ing trust and confi-
dence in our govern-
ment, Jill Long
Thompson shows us a
bipartisan way for-
ward.”

The late U.S. Rep.
John Lewis of
Georgia’s 5th District
wrote: “We live in an
age that demonstrates
the powerful need for ethics in govern-
ment. Democracy is a privilege that car-
ries with it important responsibilities for
the people and their representatives. As
we look back on this era and determine
the future of this nation, Dr. Long
Thompson’s book will be a resource for
Americans who are seeking ways to
secure our democracy and our future as a
nation.”

Jill Long
Thompson

Dues cover mailings and other organi-
zational expenses, but the Society always

needs additional money for programs
such as the awards at the annual May
book awards banquet. Thanks to Rebecca
Johns, who made a recent contribution.

Literary Largess

Young Readers” for 2020. ... Don Rose
wrote “Reflections from Don Rose, a leg-

end in Chicago poli-
tics” for the Chicago
Sun-Times. ... The
Sept. 27 New York
Times Book Review
reviewed Rick
Perlstein’s
Reaganland. America's
Right Turn 1976-1980.
Rick presented the

Midland Authors Sept. 8. program. ...  An
article by Burt Levy will appear in the
November/December issue of Vintage
Motorsport. ... The Sept. 15 Washington
Post quoted Scott Turow. ... Cynthia
Clampitt was scheduled to hold a webi-
nar on the history and many facets of corn
on Aug. 23. ... In September, Dennis

Foley joined WGN Radio’s Rick Kogan
to share several tasty hot dogs, a mustard
rating system and stories about hot dogs.

... Dominic Pacyga
wrote “Before The
Donald, there was Big 
Bill of Chicago” for
the Chicago Sun-
Times. ... Robert
Marovich wrote a
Sept. 13 New York
Times article head-
lined “50 Years Ago,

They Did Something Rare in Gospel: 
Tied Music to Protest” about the 
gospel musical group Voices of East
Harlem. ... Patrick Reardon wrote
“What does it mean to be a ‘good
Catholic’?” for the Sept. 29 Chicago
Tribune.

Rick 
Perlstein Dennis 

Foley

Andrea
Beaty
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Note from the SMA Board of Directors: Members of the Society of Midland Authors are encouraged to nominate authors  from
our 12-state region who have published with a recognized publisher. The nominations will be considered by the SMA board at its
next meeting. The 12 states are Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio,
South Dakota, Wisconsin. The nomination form is below. Send it to Society of Midland Authors, P.O. Box 10419, Chicago, IL  60610.

You can also email it as a PDF to Membership Secretary Thomas Frisbie at tomfrisbie@aol.com.
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