
Rosellen Brown with her
book The Lake on Fire at the
Midland Authors’ April 9
program.

How ‘wonderful’ sentences
helped shape a new book

Patrick T. Reardon's essay "A baseball
lover's guide to Chicago's streets – from
Banks to Pierce to Anson" appeared in the
Tribune on March 29, and his essay "At 69,
I still find grace and God on the basketball
court" appeared in the National Catholic
Reporter on Feb. 19. His poetry was fea-
tured in three anthologies published this
year: "Out of the blue" in Spank the Carp,
2018 Anthology (Illinois), “Stone fence”
in Cowboys & Cocktails: Poetry from the
True Grit Saloon (Indiana), and “Buttons”
in Mingled Voices 3 (Hong Kong). ... Mar-
lene Targ Brill’s Dolores Huerta Stands
Strong: The Woman Who Demanded
Justice in was included  Banks Street
College’s list of Best Books of the Year. ...
In an April 17 post on his East
Coast/West Coast/North Coast blog
titled “Richard Frisbie: An
Appreciation,” John Rowen writes
he has been a fan of Richard’s book
It's a Wise Woodsman Who Knows
What's Biting Him since he first read
it in 1970. “Since high school, I’ve
taken many excursions, made mis-
takes, learned things and enjoyed
it all. The spirit of Richard’s
writing went on all these trips,”
Rowen wrote. “ ... Despite 50
years of changes in outdoor
technology and practices, [the
book] remains relevant and
indispensable. ... With Rich-
ard’s departure, we have lost a
great nature writer.” Also, on
May 6, the Arlington Heights
Memorial Library will dedicate
its boardroom to Richard, who
was a trustee for four decades, as
well as a former SMA president. ...
Midland Authors Program Chair
Greg Borzo has listed the program
dates from the upcoming Midland
Authors 2019-2020 season. (Foll-
owing our usual practice, we'll
gather at 6 p.m. on the second

Biblio File

Turn to Page 2

When Rosellen Brown set out to
write The Lake on Fire, she
wanted to insert a quote from

Sister Carrie by Theodore Dreiser at the
beginning, but in her view

there was a problem.
“It is a terribly

written book,”
Brown told a

gathering
of the

Midland

Authors at the organization's monthly
meeting on April 9 at the Cliff Dwellers
Club in Chicago. “It is the klunkiest, most
awfully written book you can possibly
imagine, in spite of being important, in
spite of being interesting.”

However, Brown said she did find two
“wonderful” sentences that ended up part-
ly inspiring her story. They said: “When a
girl leaves her home at 18, she does one
of two things. Either she falls into saving
hands and becomes better, or she rapidly
assumes the cosmopolitan standard of
virtue and becomes worse.”

The Lake on Fire (Sarabande Books,
2018) also was inspired by works such as
the 1972 book Poor Cousins by Ande
Manners. Manners, Brown said, recount-
ed how German Jews in New York,
embarrassed by poorer Jews immigrating
from Eastern Europe, created the
“Galveston Plan” to steer them away
from the East Coast. Also some Jewish

philanthropists in the
late 1880s “decid-

ed it would be an
enobling thing

for some of
the poor
Jews in the

city to
become farmers,

to have dirt under
their fingernails.”

It did not work out
well for people who had

never farmed before.
Those inspirations and the
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Tuesday of the month.) The dates are:
Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2019, Harold Wash-
ington Library; Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2019,
Cliff Dwellers; Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2019,
Cliff Dwellers; Tuesday, Jan. 14, 2020,
Harold Washington Library; Tuesday,
Feb. 11, 2020, Cliff Dwellers; Tuesday,
March 10, 2020, Cliff Dwellers; Tuesday,
April 14, 2020, Cliff Dwellers; Tuesday,
May 12, 2020; Cliff Dwellers (awards
banquet) ... Dominic Pacyga’s Chicago:
A Biography will be published in Chinese.
... Richard Lindberg writes to say, “I was
recently interviewed for two upcoming
cable documentaries on the Travel Channel.
The first one is “America Unearthed -
Episode 8: The Haymarket Riot,” hosted
by Scott Wolter, scheduled to be aired in
June. In it, I present compelling new evi-
dence I recently uncovered that the Hay-
market bombing of May 4, 1886, killing
seven police officers, was part of a wider
conspiracy hatched by the ‘anarchists’
who planned to blow up two North Side
police stations as a diversionary tactic on
the day of the infamous bombing near
Haymarket Square. However, the two
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backdrop of Chicago’s 1893 World’s
Columbian Exposition helped rescue a
book she had been working on since 1987
that was “dead on the page,” Brown said. 

It became a tale of a young woman who
wants to escape her family’s farm in
Wisconsin and go to Chicago, a story that
Kirkus Reviews called “a transporting
drama of class and love, steeped in period
feeling, written with beauty and convic-
tion."

At first, Brown had set the book in New
Hampshire. 

“It didn’t work at all,” she said.
Subsequently, though, she moved to

Chicago’s Hyde Park neighborhood after
living 13 years in Houston, and one day
happened to take a walk near the city’s
Museum of Science and Industry, which
occupies the only building remaining
from the 1893 Columbian Exposition. 

“I found myself saying: Wait a minute.
Instead of my farm in New Hampshire ...
why don’t I set it in Wisconsin, which is
close, plenty of farms up there, and

maybe then I could have my character ...
if she wants to escape the failing family
farm, she can come to Chicago, where she
will come right up against the Gilded
Age.”

Diane Piron-Gelman, who joined
Brown in the discussion, said her first
book was about adoptees looking for a
proper family. 

“One of the things that always fasci-
nates me, because there is a lot I don’t
know about my past, is the thing from the
past that blows up in the present and
comes back to bite somebody. And then
what do you do when that thing blows
up?”

For example, the main character from
her first book, Shall We Not Revenge
(Allium Press, 2014), has to deal with his
past as a “bad boy” before he became a
cop.

Her second book was set seven years
after the Civil War. 

“I was salivating at the idea of: What
are the ripple effects from that?” she said.

This year’s Printers Row Lit Fest
will be on June 8 and 9 in the
South Loop. 

The Midland Authors has tent spaces
available for members.  

To sign up for a two-hour slot, contact
Joseph Gustaitis at jagustaitis@yahoo.com.

The fee is $30 (the 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. slot
is half-price, at $15.)

Authors who sign up for a time slot can
sell their books during that time. Authors
are responsible for transporting their
books to and from the tent.

The SMA has been at Printers Row
since Richard Lindberg and Carol

Carlson started the tradition in 2000, as,
Lindberg said, “a means of showcasing
and promoting the aims of the Society
and the fine work of our author members
for a nominal fee – far less than what
individuals might otherwise pay were
they to reserve a table on their own.”    
Authors should also prepare for gusts of

wind and not be surprised if it rains.
Authors can pay for their time slot by

sending $30 to our post office box at 
Society of Midland Authors, P.O. Box
10419, Chicago IL. Or they can go to our
website at www.midlandauthors.com and
pay via PayPal, with a $1 service fee.

 Sentences

Sign up for Printers Row 

2019, Society 
of Midland Authors
P.O. Box 10419, Chicago IL 60610

Editor: Thomas Frisbie
tomfrisbie@aol.com

Copy Editor: Beverly Offen

www.midlandauthors.com

Follow the Society on 
Twitter@midlandauthors

Society of Midland Authors members
can now pay their membership dues,
buy tickets to the annual dinner and
make donations on our website with
PayPal (there is a $1 fee to help cover
PayPal’s fee). To make a donation, visit
our home page at www.midlandau-
thors.com and click on the "Donate"
button in the upper right corner.
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Midland Authors
Program Chair
Greg Borzo intro-
duces (from left,
Diane Piron-
Gelman, Rosellen
Brown and Emily
Clark Victorson.



at the time – taxi dancer, 26 girl (an oper-
ator of a dice game), Dutch girl at the
World’s Fair, and even her job as an ush-
erette in a burlesque house.” 

Though the series is billed as
mystery/romance, it addresses some
deeper themes of the era, such as wealth
disparity during the Great Depression,
women’s roles, the breakdown of societal
norms and the disillusionment following
the First World War, prostitution, homo-
sexuality, and child abuse. These darker
realities are woven between the threads of
the romance and the glittering society the
Howards occupy in Winnetka. The series
has been described as “Downton Abbey
meets Upstairs, Downstairs with a little
mystery thrown in.” 

From the publisher: “Their honeymoon
abruptly ended by the untimely death of
Alcott Howard, Clive and Henrietta
return to Highbury, where Clive discovers
all is not as it should be. 

“Increasingly convinced that his
father’s death was not an accident, Clive
launches his own investigation, despite
his mother’s belief that he has become
“mentally disturbed” with grief. Henrietta
eventually joins forces with Clive on their
first real case, which becomes darker –
and deadlier – than they imagined as they
get closer to the truth behind Alcott’s
troubled affairs.”

Publishers Weekly wrote, “Entertaining
... composed of large dollops of romance
and a soupcon mystery, this confection
will appeal.”

3

men assigned to this deadly task lost their
nerve as they walked past the the precinct
houses. How different the historical record
of this pivotal moment in labor history
would look today if that had happened.
The second cable documentary, is an ex-
cursion into the paranormal for the pro-
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Literary Latest

FOURTH IN A SERIES

Michelle Cox’s new book A Veil
Removed (She Writes Press, April 30,
2019) is the fourth in her Henrietta and
Inspector Howard series, which is a mys-
tery/romance series set in the 1930s
Chicago. 

Cox says, “I used to work in a nursing
home on Chicago’s Northwest Side,
which was a treasure trove of stories,
which I kept tucked away.  So when I
was hunting around for ideas for my
series, I borrowed some of the details of
one woman in particular who used to fol-
low me around the home and who appar-
ently had this incredible life in Chicago
in the 1930s.  

“The main heroine of the series,
Henrietta, is loosely based on this
woman.  In fact, many of the details in
the first book, A Girl Like You, are true,
including her many odd jobs in Chicago

gram “The Dead Files,” which will air in
September. The episode concerns Jake
Bird, a long-forgotten serial killer and
drifter from the early 1940s who murdered
a young woman named Ms. Fulkerson in
her Highland Park home while passing
through the community during World War
II. A Highland Park homeowner summoned
the paranormal medium from The Dead
Files and the Brooklyn detective who nar-

rates the series. They asked me to provide
background on Jake Bird, because the
house where the haunted sightings alleged-
ly occurred is near the home of the slain
woman. Finally, I am quoted in a recent
Sports Illustrated article titled “The Great
Grandfather” about mobster Tony Accardo,
whose two great-grandsons are in pro foot-
ball – one a player with the Los Angeles
Chargers, the other a high draft pick.”

FIRST ATTEMPT

In Changing Neighborhood (independ-
ently published, March 31, 2019),
Cathleen Maza offers a collection of
personal essays and short fictional stories
about growing up in Chicago’s West
Englewood neighborhood.

Maza tells Literary License, “In the
past few years I've come to realize that I
have a wealth of incidents and stories
from my childhood that touch on subjects
such as Vietnam, civil rights, abortion,
and the struggle of rapidly changing
urban neighborhoods. People may not
realize, or remember, what it was like to
be a child growing up in the middle of so
much cultural and social upheaval. The
late ’60s and early ’70s weren't always a
‘groovy’ time to be a kid. I believe this
collection is particularly powerful. It's my
first attempt at writing historical fiction,
so I'm hoping my personal spin will
appeal to readers of the genre.” 



Michelle E. Moore, an English profes-
sor at the College of DuPage in Illinois,
is author of 
Chicago and the Making of American
Modernism: Cather,
Hemingway, Faulkner,
and Fitzgerald in
Conflict (Bloomsbury
Academic Press,
2019).

Moore teaches
classes in American
literature and film, and
she has published arti-
cles in Literature/Film
Quarterly, Cather
Studies 9 and 11, and Faulkner Studies,
and given numerous presentations on
American modernism at Modern
Language Association conventions and at
Modernist Studies Association confer-
ences. She is also a member of the Willa
Cather Foundation, The Hemingway
Society, The Faulkner Society, and the F.
Scott Fitzgerald Society and gives papers
regularly at their seminars and confer-
ences.    

She was nominated by Thomas
Frisbie.
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Timothy Geiger, a professor of cre-
ative writing at the University of Toledo,
has published nine chapbooks, and three
full-length books of
poetry. He also is the
proprietor of the
Aureole Press, a letter-
press imprint estab-
lished in 1989, devot-
ed to crafting books
and broadsides of seri-
ous contemporary
poetry by both new
and acclaimed authors
in finely printed limit-
ed editions.. 

Among his books are Cathedral
(Aureole Press, 2011); 
The Curse of Pheromones (Main Street

Michelle E.
Moore

Timothy
Geiger

Dues cover mailings and other organi-
zational expenses, but the Society always
needs additional money for programs
such as the awards at the annual May
book awards banquet. Thanks to Marlene
Targ Brill, Anne and Michael Malone
and Darwin M. Walton, who made
recent contributions.

Literary Largess

New Members

David W. Berner, the author of seven
memoirs and novels, is a memoirist
whose books are mirrors of our common
human experience. Midland Authors
member Rick Kogan called Berner's
memoir Accidental Lessons "a terrific
memoir."   

Berner began telling his own stories and
the stories of others
as a reporter for num-
erous radio stations,
including freelance
work at National
Public Radio and
more recently for
CBS in Chicago. He
has been the writer-
in-residence for the
Jack Kerouac Project
in Orlando and writer-in-residence posi-
tion at the Ernest Hemingway Birthplace
Home in Oak Park, Illinois.

Among his awards are the Royal
Dragonfly Grand Prize for Literature in
2017 and Chicago Writers Association
Book of the Year Award in 2013. His
most recent book is The Consequence of
Stars: A Memoir (See Literary Latest,
left).  He was nominated by Dan Burns.

David W. Berner

Grove N. Mower

Grove N. Mower is the author of Forty
Rod Road: A Young Man's Tale of
Adventure and Discovery (CreateSpace,
Nov. 21, 2017). Mower writes: “It is a
story of recovery and redemption, and is
a story that relates to many people and
demographics.” 

He grew up in St. Louis and lives in
Chicago with his wife Brooke. For three
summers in the late 1970s. he worked for
Harve and Lois Stone on their ranch in
Cora, Wyoming. He maintained journals
of those summers that he used to turn into

his first novel, Forty Rod Road. The
sequel, Hope, will be published in 2020.
When he is not writing and reminiscing
about his Wyoming past, he works for
Hummer Mower Associates, a financial
advisory firm in Chicago.

He was nominated by William Lederer. 

Jeremy T. Wilson is the author of
Adult Teeth: Stories (Tortoise Books,
2018).

He is a former winner of the Chicago
Tribune's Nelson Algren Award for short
fiction. His stories have appeared or are
forthcoming in literary
magazines, such as
The Carolina
Quarterly, The Florida
Review, Hobart,
Sonora Review, Third
Coast, and other publi-
cations. He holds an
MFA from
Northwestern
University and teaches
creative writing at The
Chicago High School
for the Arts. He lives in Evanston,
Illinois, with his wife and daughter.

Booklist wrote, “Wilson's stories dis-
play subtle humor and a deft ear for dia-
logue, making for a wonderfully varied
and enjoyable debut collection." 

He was nominated by Christine Sneed.

Jeremy T.
Wilson

Rag Press), and Blue Light Factory
(Spoon River Poetry Press). His latest
book, Weatherbox, which won the 2019
Vern Rutsala Poetry Prize from
Cloudbank Books, will be out by the end
of this month.

His work has appeared in such journals
as Poetry, America, Quarterly West,
Sou'wester, The Connecticut Review &
Mid-American Review

Geiger also won a Pushcart Prize XVIII
and a Holt, Rinehart and Winston Award
in Literature.

He was nominated by Thomas Frisbie.
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This is Part 32 of the history of the
Midland Authors. 

Ben Kartman (1901-1991) was a
journalist at the Chicago Daily
Journal, the Chicago Daily News,

Coronet Magazine, Family Weekly and
the Hollister Newspapers. He co-edited
the books Disaster and Wilmette: A
History. SMA president, 1957-61.

James Joseph McGuinn and his wife,
Dorothy Hines McGuinn, wrote the
1947 best-seller Parents Can't Win, which
the Chicago Tribune called "zany." The
McGuinns mocked the modern tendency
to let children do whatever they want. "In
the New school, … if [a boy] wishes to
gallop on a Piano and shoot Indians dur-
ing the dinner hour, his behavior is termed
normal," they wrote. "The Progressive
Parent knows that it is far better to see a
happy child with anemia than a healthy
child with fixations." 

Their own son, Jim, toured with them to
promote the book. He later changed his
name to Roger and became famous as the
leader of the 1960s folk-rock group The
Byrds. His father was
SMA president from
1961 to 1963, and then
his mother took over
the post from 1963 to
1965. “Between them
they have expertly and
patiently done the
chorework for years,
taking reservations,
oiling the wheels for our enjoyment,”
Gerstenberg wrote.

Jack McPhaul (c. 1904-1983) helped
to rescue a man from a wrongful murder
conviction with his articles for the
Chicago Times, inspiring the 1948 movie
Call Northside 777, starring Jimmy
Stewart. McPhaul wrote the books
Deadlines and Monkeyshines: The Fabled
World of Chicago Journalism and Johnny
Torrio: First of the Gang Lords, which
won the Midland Authors Writers' Award.
SMA president, 1965-67.

Arthur Weinberg (1915-1989) and his
wife, Lila, chronicled the life of former
SMA member Clarence Darrow. And each
served as SMA president. 

"During their years as president, the

Weinbergs were considered the heart of
the Society,” the SMA's Literary License
newsletter remarked in 2010. “When it
came time for a mailing to Society mem-
bers in those pre-computer days, board
members would gather at their home for
literary discussion and to address
envelopes.”

Arthur wrote the
1959 best-selling
Darrow biography
Attorney for the
Damned, and he later
co-wrote Verdicts Out
of Court and Clarence
Darrow: A Sentimental
Rebel with Lila. 

The two collaborat-
ed on books of other topics as well: on
journalists who uncovered political cor-
ruption (The Muckrakers); on pacifist
writers and philosophers (Instead of
Violence); on histories of thought con-
cerning ideal communities (Passport to
Utopia); and early rebellious thinkers
(Some Dissenting Voices). Arthur, who
called himself a "philosophical anarchist,"
was active in the Industrial Workers of the
World in the early 1930s and served as
the group's president. Working with the
Illinois Writers' Project during the
Depression, he wrote about black store-
front churches in Chicago and labor legis-
lation. 

In 1957, Arthur Weinberg originated the
annual observance of Darrow's death.

Each year on March 13, the anniversary
of Darrow's death in 1938, a group gath-
ers on the Clarence Darrow Memorial
Bridge in Jackson Park just south of the
Museum of Science and Industry and
throws a wreath into the lagoon at the
spot where Darrow's ashes had been scat-
tered.

Russell P. MacFall (1903-1983) co-
wrote To Please a Child: A Biography of
L. Frank Baum with Frank Joslyn Baum,
the Oz author's eldest son, and he served
as the International Wizard of Oz Club's
president. 

He also wrote books on gems, fossils,
and rock collecting and was president of
the Midwest Federation of Mineralogical
and Geological Societies.

In 1971, the SMA's leaders apparently
suggested the idea of dissolving the
Society and setting up a new organization
(the exact proposal does not appear to
survive in the SMA's archives). Alice
Gerstenberg, who was 85 at the time,
objected, just as she had when a similar
idea was broached back in 1925. “Why
the drastic chopping off of a venerable
and distinguished background to start
some new, perhaps brash, attempt at
modernity?” she wrote MacFall. “ ...
Chicago has so little tradition, its history
is so late in time, why throw away a man-
tle of elegance, and can I say aristocracy,
to start a new baby off because some
moderns like anything nude!”
(Gerstenberg died in 1972.)

‘Why throw away mantle of elegance?’

Literary
Lore

Robert
Loerzel

Lila and
Arthur
Weinberg
were both
presidents of
the Midland
Authors.
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Wrapping up
the 2018-19
program season

The Midland Authors capped the
2018-19 season of programs at the
Cliff Dwellers Club in Chicago, as

Diane Piron-Gelman (whose pen name
is D.M. Pirone) interviewed author
Rosellen Brown about her new book,
The Lake on Fire.

With the weather finally turning nice
(for a while) those attending the program
gathered on the balcony overlooking a
lake that was not on fire.

ABOVE: Kevin and Sandy
Campbell. RIGHT: SMA Vice
President Marlene Targ Brill,
Charlotte Herman and former
President Craig Sautter.

Program Chair Greg Borzo, Evie Hannagill
and Ian Lapidus-Saltz.

Agnes Hamos (from left), Sel Yackley
and Emela Singer. 
(Thomas Frisbie photos)

Board Member Dominic Pacyga (from left) Mahmoud
Saeed and Board Member Allen Salter.

Mary Nitsch, Judy Hiltner, Gunter Nitsch and Jim Walker. 
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Note from the SMA Board of Directors: Members of the Society of Midland Authors are encouraged to nominate authors  from
our 12-state region who have published with a recognized publisher. The nominations will be considered by the SMA board at its
next meeting. The 12 states are Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio,
South Dakota, Wisconsin. The nomination form is below. Send it to Society of Midland Authors, P.O. Box 10419, Chicago, IL  60610.

You can also email it as a PDF to Membership Secretary Thomas Frisbie at tomfrisbie@aol.com.
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Society of Midland Authors
P.O. Box 10419
Chicago IL 60610

Address Service Requested

Midland Authors
Dinner Registration Form

The Midland Authors
annual awards banquet will
be held May 14 at the Cliff
Dwellers Club, 22nd floor,
200 S. Michigan, Chicago. 

The reception with a
cash bar will start at 6 p.m.
Dinner will begin at 7 p.m. 

Bill Savage will be the
emcee.

Number of medallions of pork tenderloin dinners at
$75 each. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Number of vegetarian (wild mushroom ravioli) dinners
at $75 each.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Donation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Awards Dinner Sponsorship (includes two dinner tickets
and a mention in the awards dinner program). $250.  

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Name:

Number of grilled filet of salmon dinners at $75 each. 

Please clip above form and mail to: Dinner Reservation, Society of Midland Authors, P.O. Box 10419, Chicago IL 60610
You may also download a similar form at our website, www.midlandauthors.com or pay via PayPal.


