
Matters of choice: At times,
a book can pick an author

The Midland Authors book awards
are under way. For information, see
Pages 4-5. ... At the Midland Authors
Oct. 8 program, President Dick Simpson
announced the Midland Authors has

switched to a new
website. The new site
is being updated to
incorporate all the fea-
tures of the previous
one, as well as adding
flexibility. ... Midland
Authors members who
were honored Oct. 10
at the Carl Sandburg

Literary Award gala included Michelle
Cox, Rita Dragonette, Linda Gartz,
Natalie Y. Moore, Scott Turow and
Greg Borzo, as well as the speakers for
the Midland Authors’ November program,
Michael C. Dorf and George Van Dusen.
... On Oct 4, R.J. Nelson was keynote
speaker at the Friends of the Parks’
"Parks as Democracy" conference at
DePaul University ... In September,
Robert Pruter’s article, “No Use for Men,”
was the cover story in Chicago History’s
Summer 2019 issue. It told the previously
untold story of the Illinois Women's
Athletic Club, a fiercely feminist organi-
zation that produced national and
Olympic champions in swimming, track
and field and basketball during its years
of existence, 1926-33. The IWAC owned
a 17-story clubhouse on the Near North
Side, boasting the largest and costliest
women's athletic club building in the
world. ... On Oct. 15, BLOOM magazine
in Monroe County selected Margaret
McMullan’s new book, Where the Angels
Lived, which comes out in May, as its
community reading book for its Power of
Words program. ... In the Oct. 11 New
York Times, columnist David Brooks
called David Blight’s Midland Authors
award-winning book about Frederick
Douglass “a brilliant biography.” ...
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Sometimes, a book topic just pres-
ents itself to a writer, two authors
said at the Midland Authors’ Oct. 8

program at the Cliff Dwellers Club in
Chicago.

“Sometimes you pick a subject,” said
Dominic Pacyga, the author most recent-
ly of American Warsaw: The Rise, Fall,
and Rebirth of Polish Chicago (2019,
University of Chicago Press). “Other
times, a subject picks you. And all my life
the subject has picked me. ... As I grew
older, I got more involved in Polish
organizations, and it has always been at
the back of my head to write something
about the history of Chicago Polonia [the
Polish diaspora], and hopefully this is it
or at least part of it. ... 

“I know there will be people out there
who will say, well, you didn't write about
whatever, but blame my editor. I only had

80,000 words. 
“I've been writing about Polonia, which

is what we call the Polish community, for
the last 40 years,” Pacyga added. “So a
lot of these are compilations of things that
I've been doing for some time.”

Stuart Dybek, Pacyga’s partner on the
panel moderated by Sandra Colbert,
agreed. 

“One of the things about writing about
the subject of Polonia is that it wasn't a
conscious choice,” said Dybek, author of
such books as The Coast of Chicago, I
Sailed with Magellan, Streets in Their
Own Ink and Childhood and Other
Neighborhoods. “It just kind of happened.
It was the world I grew up with. And ... I
had the huge privilege of watching it
change. ... I watched the bars change from
polka bars to music that sounded very
much like polkas. I watched one virgin-
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Elsevier has released a new book,
Optimizing Community Infrastructure, for
which Jim Schwab co-authored a chap-
ter, “How Smart Land Use Policies Help
Avoid Future Headaches,” with
Washington, D.C., attorney Samantha
Medlock, who is working with the U.S.
House Select Committee on Climate
Change. Jim also was the keynote speaker
on Oct. 9 for the annual conference of the
American Planning Association North
Carolina chapter in Wilmington, using the
theme “High Winds, High Water, High
Resilience,” attended by nearly 400 peo-
ple. Jim is also speaking Oct. 25 in
Dubuque, Iowa, on drought planning at a
session of the Growing Sustainable
Communities Conference. ... Richard
Lindberg wrote “Setting the record
straight on legacy of Charles Comiskey”
for the Oct. 19 Chicago Sun-Times. ...
Dennis Byrne wrote “Dennis Byrne wit-
nessed the genesis of the Illinois Exodus.
Now he’s joining it: ‘Fed up. I’m gone’ ”
for the Oct. 18 Chicago Tribune. ...
TallGrass Writers Guild will present a group
reading of poetry, fiction and nonfiction
on Dec. 5 at Chicago's Book Cellar.
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worshipping culture be replaced by anoth-
er virgin-worshipping-culture, never
knowing I would write a word about it.

“When I began to write about it, I think
one of the themes I had was: What is it
exactly I am writing about, because it was
so foggy, so much of it was distanced. ...   

“In some ways I'm kind of thankful that
Dominic’s books weren't available to me
because I wouldn't have had a theme,”
Dybek said. “When I read these books I
began understanding the larger context
and why these things I saw through a
child’s eyes, first, but growing up as well,
seemed so mysterious, and partly I’ve
written out of that sense of mystery.”

Pacyga, who said it takes him four or
five years to write a book, said he has
read much of Dybek’s work and it struck

him how similar their experiences were
“just across the river in [the Chicago
neighborhood of] Pilsen and just up the
street in [the Chicago neighborhood of]
South Lawndale.” 

That’s because up until the 1960s,
Chicago was a city of ethnic “cells,” in
which various ethnic groups lived, the
authors said.

“I didn't exactly feel that there was any-
thing unique in the ethnicity that I was
growing up in,” Dybek said. 

Pacyga said when he grew up in a
Polish neighborhood, “Everybody knew
how to pronounce my name. When I went
to high school, nobody knew how to pro-

nounce my name.”    
Yet within those neighborhood cells,

there was surprising division, Pacyga
said.

“The Polish community, which to out-
siders seemed very united, was very
divided,” he said. “There are two things
Poles like: parades [and arguing] with
each other about who's a better Pole. And
we did it constantly throughout our histo-
ry.”

Dybek said he “didn’t exactly feel there
was anything unique in the ethnicity that I
was growing up in because all I had to do
was cross this border, that border, this
other border.”

“Try to imagine you are growing up on
the streets of Pilsen and all of your buds
are named Jimmy and Juan and Mikey.
And your name is Stuart,” he said.

“That name has no street cred. ... I
finally went to my father one day ... and I
said, Dad, why did you name me Stuart?
And he said, well it was that or Scott,
they are both good business names. What
it really means is they were both good
names for assimilation.”
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From left: Panelist Stuart Dybek, mod-
erator Sandra Colbert and panelist
Dominic Pacyga. Note the widely
admired Midland Authors table skirt.

To watch the entire program as recorded by CAN TV go to:
https://youtu.be/PLNn8gwMHE

Dues cover mailings and other organi-
zational expenses, but the Society always
needs additional money for programs
such as the awards at the annual May

book awards banquet. 
Thanks to Arnie Bernstein, Richard

Lindberg, Larry Lockridge, Karen
McCaughan, Milton Nieuwsma, Stella
Pevsner, Robert Remer, Donna
Seaman, who made recent contributions.
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2019, Society 
of Midland Authors
P.O. Box 10419, Chicago IL 60610

Editor: Thomas Frisbie
tomfrisbie@aol.com

Copy Editor: Beverly Offen

www.midlandauthors.com

Follow the Society on 
Twitter@midlandauthors

Society of Midland Authors members
can now pay their membership dues,
buy tickets to the annual dinner and
make donations on our website with
PayPal (there is a $1 fee to help cover
PayPal’s fee). To make a donation, visit
our home page at www.midlandau-
thors.com and click on the "Donate"
button in the upper right corner.

C 

Partly, I’ve written
out of that sense of
mystery.
“

”
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Michael C. Dorf and George Van
Dusen, co-authors of Clear It
With Sid! Sidney R. Yates and

Fity Years of Presidents, Pragmatism, and
Public Service, will share political
insights and stories very relevant to our
turbulent times at the Midland Authors’
Nov. 12 program. Here’s what they tell
Literary License:

Literary License: Of all the
political/governmental figures in the sec-
ond half of the 20th century, what led you
to select Sidney Yates as the topic of your
biography?

Michael C. Dorf and George Van
Dusen: We each worked for Congressman
Sidney Yates for many years, Michael in
D.C. and George in Chicago, and admired
him greatly. The idea
of a book about him
came to us naturally.
We felt that here was a
man who had served
for almost 50 years in
the House of
Representatives, rising
to become one of the
"Cardinals" of the
Congress, as the Chairs of the
Appropriations subcommittees were
known. He had a leading impact on
national policies affecting the environ-
ment, the arts and humanities, the future
of Israel, and the nuclear Navy, and he
even had a building named for him in
Washington. Presidents sought his advice,
and in fact the title of our book, Clear It
With Sid!, came from what House Speaker
Tip O'Neill used to say when members of
Congress came to him with legislative
proposals regarding issues affecting Israel
or Jewish Americans. But his story was
basically unknown.  

We thought his life and career deserved
to be memorialized, not only for his many
achievements but also as an example of
how Congress worked in the second half
of the 20th century. His ability to main-
tain his beliefs and standards, but reach
across the aisle to get things done stands
as a stark contrast to today's divided  and
dysfunctional government.

Literary License: In researching your

book, what did you find out about Yates
that you didn't know from your long asso-
ciation with him?

Michael C. Dorf and George Van
Dusen: By the time of Yates' death, we
both thought we knew him well, but we
only knew the elder statesman. It wasn't
until we had spent several years of

research along with
scores of interviews
which took us around
the country that we
uncovered the evolu-
tion of Yates from an
idealistic, if naïve,
newcomer to a veteran
principled pragmatist
who retained his liberal

identity while reaching across the aisle to
find solutions to a problem. We also never
appreciated the depths of the anti-
Semitism he faced within the institution
of the House of Representatives.  

We learned that he could be both arro-
gant and vindictive, but also  particularly
human in the bitterness and grief he felt
following his unsuccessful 1962 cam-
paign for the United States Senate against
Republican Leader Everett McKinley
Dirksen, where we found clear and con-
vincing evidence of how he was betrayed
by President John F. Kennedy and Vice
President Lyndon Baines Johnson.  

The Yates who returned to the House in
1964 following his defeat was a very dif-
ferent man than the one first elected in
1948. What surprised us most is that,
while we had always respected Yates, we
ended up liking him as well.

Literary License: How did you decide
which episodes of his career to include in
the book?

Michael C. Dorf and George Van
Dusen: Some, such as his successes in
saving the National Endowment for the
Arts and the career of Admiral Hyman
Rickover, were obvious choices, as was
the 1962 Senate race. Others, such as his
early years on the Appropriations
Committee, his efforts on behalf of
Japanese Americans, and his work to
ensure the continued alliance between the
Congressional Black Caucus and the
informal congressional Jewish Caucus
came into focus as our research pro-
gressed.  

Of particular help were the hours of
interviews we conducted with Mary Bain,
who had been a volunteer on the 1948
campaign and became his chief of staff
and most trusted advisor, strategist, and
friend for the rest of his life.    

Literary License: Which other biogra-
phies of Midwestern politicians do you
admire?

Michael C. Dorf and George Van
Dusen: It's a big list. We'd certainly
include some of the great biographies of
three of our four Illinois presidents, such
as Ron Chernow's Grant, David Herbert
Donald's Lincoln, and Edmund Morris'
controversial Dutch about Ronald
Reagan, the only president born in Illinois
(we don't think enough years have passed
for a truly insightful biography of
Obama).  

We also admire Porter McKeever's
Adlai Stevenson and Harry Barnard's
Eagle Forgotten, about Illinois Gov. John
Peter Altgeld. Former Wisconsin
Congressman David Obey, who we spent
several hours interviewing, wrote a great
memoir, Raising Hell for Justice, as did
the late Illinois senator Paul Douglas, In
the Fullness of Time. 

Literary License: What is your next
book?

Michael C. Dorf and George Van
Dusen: There needs to be more stories
about the women and men who honored
the institution of Congress and worked for
the public good. Our next book will be
about them.

Literary Landscape

Michael C. Dorf

George Van Dusen

Nov. 12, 2019, program

Cliff Dwellers
200 S. Michigan Avenue
22nd floor

6 p.m. - Social Hour
7 p.m. - Program

Free - donations accepted

‘His story was basically unknown’

and
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The Midland Authors is now accept-
ing submissions for its annual liter-
ary awards, which will honor

books by Midwestern authors published
in 2019. 

Please read the following rules carefully
before submitting.

2019-2020 Competition Rules
The Midland Authors literary awards

recognize book writing excellence by
Midwestern authors.

Three judges on each committee will
select one winner that is best in that cate-
gory. Category winners receive $500 and
a recognition award. Judges may also
deem one or two honorees as worthy of
recognition. Each honoree will receive a
commemorative award.  All honors are
given out at the awards banquet the sec-
ond Tuesday in May.

Follow the directions below to pay and
send entries before submitting:

An entry form must accompany each
book that goes to each of the three judges
in its category.  That means a total of
three forms per title (three judges, one
book and one form to each judge).  Books
unaccompanied by completed entry forms
will not be considered.

Each book entry must have a 2019 pub-
lication date that corresponds with its
copyright date.

A book may be nominated by its author
or publisher. But the author must either
reside in, be born in, or have strong ties to
one of the 12 Midland states SMA repre-
sents: Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas,
Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri,
Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, South
Dakota and Wisconsin.

Each submission requires an entry fee
of $25. To pay by PayPal or credit card,
please click on and complete the online
entry form. (Use the “comments” box to
write any additional information when
paying by PayPal.)

To pay by snailmail, send a check and a
copy of the printable entry form below to
Society of Midland Authors, P.O. Box
10419, Chicago, IL 60610. The payment
with the form must identify the book title,
author, and source of check, so the
Midland Authors knows which author and
book entry to confirm as a paid entry.

Copy three more completed forms. One
should accompany each book that you
mail to each of the three judges in your
category.

For now, we do not consider e-book
originals unless accompanied by a print
edition.

Books by deceased authors are eligible,
providing they meet the other require-
ments.

Submissions must be postmarked by
Saturday, January 5, 2020.  We urge early
submissions.  

Send entries to the appropriate judges
under your category of Contest Judges
below.

To enter this year’s competition, fill out
the online entry form or printable entry
form. Include a completed copy with each
nominated book.  Mail a copy of the form
and the book to each of the three judges
in the selected category.  Make sure that
you enter the book in the proper category.
(For example, all children’s books go to
children’s categories, rather than Poetry or
Biography and Memoir, which are for
adult submissions only.)  Books submitted
to improper categories will be disquali-
fied.

For comments, questions, or to confirm
an entry has reached the judges, contact
Marlene Targ Brill at marlenetbrill@com-
cast.net.

We look forward to your submissions.
Thank you and good luck.

To enter the competition, fill out the
online or printable entry form (See facing
page) and send a book and entry form to
each judge (see listing below) in your cat-
egory.

Contest Judges | Contact Information

Adult Fiction
Lynn Sloan

2205 Lincoln St.
Evanston, IL 60201

Jonis Agee
13202 N. River Dr.
Omaha, NE 68112

Robert Hellenga
85 S. Seminary St., #1
Galesburg, IL 61401

Richard Frisbie Award 
for Adult Nonfiction

Ted Anton
1102 Forest Ave.
River Forest, IL 60305

Pamela Olander
921 Martin Dr.
Palatine, IL 60067

Jillian McKeown
Wilmette Public Library, c/o Jillian McKeown
1242 Wilmette Ave.
Wilmette, IL 60091

Bernard J. Brommel Award
for Biography and Memoir

Bob Remer
5840 N. Kenmore Ave.
Chicago, IL 60660-3721

Jim Merriner
604 Exmoor Rd.
Kenilworth, IL. 60043

Mickey Maurer
1300 West 106th St.
Carmel, IN 46032

Poetry
George Bilgere

3407 Ormond Road
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

Lisa Fay Coutley
6014 Franklin St.
Omaha, NE 68104

Marcia Pradzinski
9402 N. Tripp Ave.
Skokie, IL 60076

Children’s Reading Round Table
Award for Children’s Nonfiction

Alice Joseph
Wilmette Public Library, c/o Alice Joseph
1242 Wilmette Ave.
Wilmette, IL 60091

Anne O’Malley
8519 Karlov Ave.
Skokie, IL 60076

Mary Wisniewski
4139 W. Eddy St.
Chicago, IL 60641

Children’s Fiction
Melinda Braun

5708 Hawkes Dr.
Minneapolis, MN 55436

Helen Kossler
614 Home Ave.
Oak Park, IL 60304

Joyce Zeiss
2701 Eastwood Ave.
Evanston, IL 60201

Book awards competition is open 
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At the program on Polonia, city neighborhoods 

LEFT: Former Midland Authors
President Robert Loerzel, Program
Chair Greg Borzo and 
Midland Authors Vice President
Marlene Targ Brill. 
ABOVE: Program moderator Sandra
Colbert and Board Member Dominic
Pacyga. (Thomas Frisbie photos)

Former Midland Authors presidents Thomas Frisbie and
Craig Sautter and Syed Haider. (Marlene Targ Brill photo)

Midland Authors President Dick
Simpson and Mary Wisniewski.

Cathy Gustaitis and Midland Authors
Board Member Joseph Gustaitis.

John and Diane Merchant.

It is standing room only for the Midland Authors’ Oct. 8 pro-
gram.
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Here’s what Jeff W. Huebner
writes about the inspiration for
his book Walls of Prophecy &

Protest: William Walker & the Roots of a
Revolutionary Public Art Movement
(Northwestern University Press, 2019):  

“When I first moved to Chicago in
1986 and lived in West
Town, the neighborhood and
adjacent communities –
Humboldt Park, where I live
today, and Logan Square –
teemed with vivid, socially
conscious community murals
that told stories about peo-
ples’ struggles and aspira-
tions, about celebration and
persecution, about hope,
pride, power and action. 

“When I came from
Kalamazoo, where I’d
recently graduated from Western
Michigan University and worked at a
weekly, outdoor murals with social and
political messages were not part of my
everyday urban experience. I sought to
find out more about this distinctly neigh-
borhood-based art. 

“At the same time, when I was working
(or contributing) as an arts reporter for the
spunky little neighborhood newspaper, the
Logan Square Free Press (d. 1987), editor
Jane Harrison sometimes had me cover
mural dedications, festive celebrations of
ethnic pride and solidarity, where I got to
meet and know several local Puerto Rican
and Mexican-American muralists. 

“I also got to know muralists who’d
worked in Near Northwest Side neighbor-
hoods in preceding years, such as John
Pitman Weber, whose many 1970s and
’80s (and later) murals are still extant in
West Town, Humboldt Park, and Logan –
well as around the nation and world – and
who, I discovered, lived in Chicago and
was co-author of the first book-length

Literary Latest

study of the movement, Toward a
People’s Art: The Contemporary Mural
Movement (1977). 

“I also learned that he had co-founded
the Chicago Mural Group (now Chicago
Public Art Group) with William Walker in
1971, the nation’s longest-running com-

munity public art organiza-
tion. I began writing about
murals and muralists – and
their stories – for a variety of
local and national publica-
tions, many for the Chicago
Reader, interviewing Walker
numerous times over the
years, who'd moved to a
CHA senior high-rise and
became increasingly reclu-
sive. I’ve also written or co-
written three other books on
Chicago-area murals and

muralists, including Urban Art Chicago:
A Guide to Community Murals, Mosaics,
and Sculptures, with Olivia Gude (2000).
This new book is a culmination of my
research and writing efforts. 

“Walker (1927-2011) is regarded as the
originator of the community-based mural
movement, owing to his initiation of the
epochal Black Arts landmark, the outdoor
Wall of Respect, painted by him and a
group of other African American artists
and activists at 43rd and Langley Streets
in 1967. (It was destroyed by "urban
renewal" in 1971.) This model of mural
making involved artists working with
local residents and organizations to help
define themes, and to plan, design, and in
some cases help create ‘street murals’ (not
to be confused with today’s “street art,”
which often lacks community involve-
ment and accountability). 

“Spurred by Black Power and other
1960s social and protest movements, the
mural movement spread across Chicago
and the nation, mobilizing black, Latino,

and women, along with other disenfran-
chised and politically engaged groups to
paint relevant public messages that
reflected peoples’ everyday lives in large-
ly marginalized, ethnic, and working-class
neighborhoods. 

“From the late 1960s to the late 1980s,
Walker produced or co-produced several
dozen outdoor murals (and a few interior
commissions) in Chicago’s (and Detroit’s)
inner-city communities that addressed
issues related to the urban black experi-
ence, social and racial justice, and the ‘of
human race,’ as Walker put it, although
only a few of his restored works remain
on South Side streets. 

“Inspired by the revolutionary Mexican
muralists, mainly Diego
Rivera, and earlier black
muralists like William
Edouard Scott and
Charles White, Walker’s
murals – as unflinch-
ing as they were uplift-
ing, as confrontational
as they were compas-
sionate, as indicting as
they were exhortative,
depicting ‘man's inhu-
manity to man’ as well
as the redemptive power of peace, love,
and brother/sisterhood –  are considered
among the highest achievements of the
mural movement, influencing generations
of community artists, city residents, and
visitors, and form a significant but over-
looked Chicago cultural legacy.” 

Jeff W.
Huebner

‘Hope, pride, power and action’  
I sought to find out

more about this distinctly
neighborhood-based 
art.

“
”
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After five years of work, Richard
Cahan, Michael Williams and Mark
Jacob have among them three new books
coming out from CityFiles Press.

Revolution in Black and
White: Photographs of the Civil
Rights Era by Ernest Withers
(Nov. 15) by Cahan and
Williams includes thousands of
photos by Ernest C. Withers,
who documented the civil rights
movement from the Emmett Till
trial in 1955 to the assassination
of Martin Luther King in 1968.
Withers’ photographs of everyday life –
proms, funerals, people at work and play,
and street life – record what it was like to

live in Memphis and the South starting in
the 1940s.

Aftershock: The Human Toll of War
(Nov. 15) by Cahan, Jacobs and
Williams features World War II
photos from the blitz in Belgium
to the atomic bomb blasts in
Hiroshima and Nagasaki taken
by a small group of Army sol-
diers. 

The soldiers also pho-
tographed the Battle of the
Bulge and the Burma Road and
saw war atrocities as far away as

the Philippines. Many of the photos have
never been published before and none
before have seen scanned directly from

original negatives.
Chicago Rules: Federal Cases that

Defined the City and the Nation (Nov. 25)
by Cahan, Jacob and Williams uses pho-
tos and text to tell how key decisions by
the United States District Court for the
Northern District of Illinois affected
Chicago and the nation. Chicago Rules
takes a look at the major moments in the
court’s first 200 years. 

Historical figures – including Abraham
Lincoln, Al Capone, Alexander Graham
Bell and Mark Twain – as well as contem-
porary stars such as Michael Jackson,
Muhammad Ali and Oprah Winfrey – all
had their day in the Northern Illinois
court. 

Nov. 12
Panel: Michael C. Dorf and George

Van Dusen, co-authors of Clear It with
Sid! Sidney R. Yates and Fifty Years of
Presidents, Pragmatism and Public
Service. Moderated by former Midland
Authors President Thomas Frisbie, co-
author of Victims of Justice. 7 p.m. at the
Cliff Dwellers, 200 S. Monroe, Chicago,
(preceded by a cocktail hour starting at 6
p.m.).

Jan. 14
Panel: “Memoir Writing” with Rich

Lindberg, author of Whiskey Breakfast
and other books.; Margaret McMullan,

author of Where the Angels
Lived and other books; and
Danuta Urbikas, author of My
Sister's Mother. Moderated by
David Berner, author of The
Consequence of Stars. 6 p.m. at
the Harold Washington Library
Center (followed by a reception
at the Plymouth Rooftop Bar &
Grill).

Feb. 11
Panel: “Mystery Writing”

with Lori Rader-Day, Patricia Skalka
and Tracy Clark. Moderated by Sam
Reaves, who is the author of Homicide 69
and other books. 7 p.m. at the Cliff
Dwellers, 200 S. Monroe, Chicago, (pre-

ceded by a cocktail hour starting
at 6 p.m.). 

March 10
Ann Durkin Keating, author

of The World of Juliette Kinzie:
Chicago before the Fire. 7 p.m.
at the Cliff Dwellers, 200 S.
Monroe, Chicago, (preceded by a
cocktail hour starting at 6 p.m.). 

April 14
Panel: “Children's Literature.”
Moderated by Esther

Hershenhorn, the author of Little Illinois
and other books. 7 p.m. at the Cliff
Dwellers, 200 S. Monroe, Chicago, (pre-
ceded by a cocktail hour starting at 6
p.m.).
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Skalka
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This is Part 35 of the history of the
Society. 

Jim Bowman, a former Chicago
Tribune history columnist and former
Chicago Daily News reporter, has written
about business history, including books
about Booz, Allen & Hamilton, CFS
Continental, Rush-Presbyterian-St. Luke's
Medical Center, and Safety-Kleen.
Bowman, who was a Jesuit for 18 years,
has also written books about religion,
including Company Man: My Jesuit Life,
1950-1968.

Phyllis Ford-Choyke (c. 1922-2014),
author of Apertures to Anywhere, was a
reporter for the City News Bureau of the
Chicago and feature writer for OWI. She
founded and edited Harper Square Press
with her husband, Arthur Davis Choyke.
She also served as president of the
Mystery Writers of America and the Arts
Club of Chicago. "None served longer
and more effectively than Phyllis Ford
Choyke," former Midland Authors
President Bernard Brommel told
Literary License when she died in 2014.
"In meetings she was one to listen care-
fully, let others debate the issues, and then
help to find a solution that would further
whatever the project was for SMA."

Stella Pevsner is the author of 18
books for children,
including two that won
the Midland Authors’
award for children's fic-
tion. She was voted
Illinois Children's Book
Author of the Year
1987, and she also won
the Midland Authors’
Distinguished Service
Award in 2009.

Jim Schwab is the author of Raising
Less Corn and More Hell, an oral history
of the 1980s farm credit crisis, and
Deeper Shades of Green, a portrait of the
rising movement for environmental jus-
tice in blue-collar and minority communi-
ties. He has also written or been the prime
author for three research monographs of
the American Planning Association, where
he works as senior research associate. He
won the Midland Authors’ Distinguished
Service Award in 2013. As Midland
Authors president, Schwab coined the

Literary License name for the Midland
Authors’ newsletter. 

Richard C. Lindberg has written more
than a dozen books on Chicago history,
including Return to the Scene of the
Crime: A Guide to Infamous Places in
Chicago and Shattered Sense of
Innocence: The Chicago Child Murders of
1955. He won the Midland Authors’ biog-
raphy award in 2010 for his book The
Gambler King of Clark Street: Michael C.
McDonald and the Rise of Chicago's
Democratic Machine, and he was a biog-
raphy finalist in 2012 for Whiskey
Breakfast: My Swedish Family, My
American Life. He is the official team his-
torian of the Chicago White Sox. In 2000,
when he was president, Lindberg and
Carol Jean Carlson started the SMA tra-

dition of participating
in the annual Printers
Row book fair, rent-
ing a tent space where
Midland Authors
members can sell their
books. Lindberg won
the Midland Authors’
Distinguished Service
Award in 2014. 

Carol Jean Carlson co-wrote Yesterday
and Today: Chicago with Lindberg. She
has been managing director of Scrap
Mettle SOUL, an oral history-based per-
formance group in Chicago's Uptown
neighborhood. A longtime chair of the
SMA awards, she won the SMA's
Distinguished Service Award in 2010.

R. Craig Sautter is the author or co-
author of 10 books, many of them on
political history, including Inside the
Wigwam: Chicago Presidential
Conventions 1860-1996 (with Edward
M. Burke) and The Wicked City: Chicago

from Kenna to Capone (with Curt
Johnson). Sautter wrote position papers
and other material for the historic 1983
campaign of Mayor Harold Washington,
and since 1981, he has taught at DePaul
University. Working with his brother,
Chris Sautter, he has written and pro-
duced scores of political TV and radio ads
and speeches.

Thomas Frisbie has been a writer and
editor for the Chicago Sun-Times since
1976. With Randy Garrett, he is the co-
author of Victims of Justice, a book about
the Jeanine Nicarico murder, and a later
expanded and an updated edition, Victims
of Justice Revisited. 

Frisbie served a second term as presi-
dent from 2015 to 2019.

James Merriner has written books on
politics and history, including Grafters
and Goo Goos: Corruption and Reform in
Chicago, 1833-2003, Mr. Chairman:
Power in Dan Rostenkowski's America,
Against Long Odds: Citizens Who
Challenge Congressional Incumbents and
The Man Who Emptied Death Row:
Governor George Ryan and the Politics of
Crime. Merriner was a political editor and
columnist for the Chicago Sun-Times and
the Atlanta Constitution. "Corruption is
bipartisan," Merriner said, as he spoke on
November 9, 2004, at the Chicago
Athletic Association about his book.
"Reformers never understood that govern-
ment is not a business. Politics requires
give and take."

Robert Loerzel, a Chicago journalist,
is the author of Alchemy of Bones:
Chicago's Luetgert Murder Case of 1897. 

Meg Tebo, a Chicago journalist and
lawyer, is the author of Shakespeare for
Lawyers. She became Midland Authors
president in 2013.

10 ex-Midland Authors presidents
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Find the publisher that’s right for you
This is the fourth part of a series

reflecting on writing.

To Serve and Collect: Chicago
Politics ad Police Corruption from
the Lager Beer Riot to the

Summerdale Scandal, my 1990 volume,
included  an obscure and completely for-
gotten episode in Chicago police history.

The incident, at that point lost to histo-
ry, was the 1908 attempted murder of
Chicago Police Supt. George Shippy in a
home invasion orchestrated by Lazarus
Averbuch, a would-be assassin who lost
his gun in the struggle and was taken
down by Shippy and his son.

I uncovered this forgotten episode
(never before reported in any history book
about Chicago up to the modern time)
through a careful examination of old
newspaper files at the Chicago Public
Library during my graduate thesis and
subsequent book research. 

A young academic and historian hap-
pened upon my book,
became engrossed in
the Averbuch case and
brought out a small
press volume of his
own in 1997. 

When a different
author accepted a book
in 2010 for his novel
based on the death of
Averbuch, he praised
the 1997 volume, not knowing of the
existence of my book, because it was
invisible to the trade. Praeger, a division
of Greenwood Publishing which serves
the library market exclusively, was my
publisher.

I went with Praeger when I should have
exercised greater patience and shopped
the book for a longer period of time in
order to secure a trade publisher with
broad retail distribution. 

I can't say I wasn't warned. Bill Young,
a good friend and literary man whose full
time business involves chauffeuring
famous national authors to their talk show
appearances and signings in Chicago cau-
tioned me that this would be a dead-end
proposition. I believed what I wanted to
believe – the trap that writers so often fall
into.

What it all meant was that after I spent

six years of writing my thesis at
Northeastern Illinois University (1984-
1990) and turning it into a book, To Serve
and Collect was never seen in stores, and
even after the paperback edition (re-
issued by Southern Illinois University
Press in 1998), sales were embarrassingly
low. 

First piece of important advice to
prospective authors: think carefully about

the type of publisher
you engage. Unless
you are on a university
tenure track, it is not
wise to bring out a
book with a library
publisher if you have
higher expectations for
your volume beyond
seeing it resting com-
fortably on a dusty bin

in the downtown library. Few people out-
side a handful of academics perusing
scholarly journals for book reviews, and
library shelf browsers will ever see your
work.

Losing sports teams may cost writers

The dream ended about a minute
and-a-half after Jerry Dybzinski, an
obscure Sox infielder of that magi-

cal summer committed a fatal base run-
ning gaffe contributing to a heart-breaking
loss. Playoff Game #4 with the Orioles
eviscerated my fading hopes of sustain-
able success for Who's on Third?

The paperbacks so prominently dis-
played in the grocery checkout line only a
few days earlier vanished after less than a
week. 

Another piece of advice: Forget about
writing books about losing baseball teams

unless the subject is the Chicago Cubs
and targeted to an audience of Cub fans
with disposable income used for the pur-
chase of any bauble, bangle or book relat-
ed to Cubby-blue. Otherwise, for most
professional sports teams, an author can
expect one or two reviews, i.e. in "Sports
Collectors Digest," a trade newspaper (or
no reviews at all) and only middling sales
if the team just stinks to high heaven or a
strike cancels the season. That's what hap-
pened to me in 1994 when I brought out
Stealing First in a Two-Team Town: the
White Sox from Comiskey to Reinsdorf
with Sagamore Press. The strike-short-
ened season ended abruptly with the
White Sox in first place. But with no pen-
nant there was no playoff….or payoff.

Exception: if you really are the next
Roger Kahn and have a great human
interest story to tell that elevates the game
on the field from a collection of dry sta-
tistics, a rehash of some memorable sea-
son, and crude humor to high art and
actually speaks to the human condition
(you must read Kahn's The Boys of
Summer to fully understand this). That
kind of sports book may be the rare gem
in a field of weeds. 

None of us can aspire to be Roger Kahn
of course, and as the years passed I real-
ized that three quarters of all published
sports books in America each year are
mostly unnecessary junk deservedly con-
signed to the remainder table within a
year of publication.      

Richard Lindberg's forthcoming books
are a village history of suburban Addison,
Illinois, and Tales of Forgotten Chicago,
due out with Southern Illinois University
Press later this year or in the spring.
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When Rita Emmett gave seminars as
education director of Leyden Family
Service in Franklin Park, Illinois, people
would ask her for more information. That
led her to write four books that together
sold an estimated 700,000 to 800,000
copies around the world. 

“People asked if there were books that
covered this, and there were, but they
were written by professionals for profes-
sionals,” said Bruce Kardner, her husband
of 25 years. “She wanted to write some-
thing for average people. Most of the
material in her books came out of her lec-
tures.”

Ms. Emmett, a Midland Authors mem-
ber who was interviewed more than 400
times, died July 18 after a yearlong battle
with cancer.

Ms. Emmett was author of The
Procrastinator’s Handbook: Mastering
the Art of Doing It Now (2000), The
Procrastinating Child (2002), The
Clutter-Busting Handbook (2005) and
Manage Your Time to Reduce Stress: A

Handbook for the Overworked,
Overscheduled and Overwhelmed. 

When publishers encouraged her to
bring her books out in hardcov-
er, she asked that they be pub-
lished in paperback, Kardner
said.

“She said, ‘I don’t want to
make money, I want people to
be able to afford the book,’ ” he
said. “A lot of people can’t
afford a $30 hardcover, but they
can afford $10 or $12 for a
book.”

In 2014, when she didn’t quickly
respond to a query from Literary License,
she joked in an email, “This is ironic. I'm
considered to be ‘The Procrastination
Expert’ and it's taken me almost two
weeks to reply to you.”

Over the years, Literary License’s
Biblio File column chronicled many of
her activities, such as joining Midland
Authors member Rick Kogan in 2014 to
talk about managing stress; being a key-
note speaker describing how to “blast away
procrastination” at a Women in Agri-

culture conference in Washington state;
being interviewed in 2010 on ABC-TV’s
“Chicagoing” by Bill Campbell;  going on

“a glorious trip to Ireland” in
2014; speaking at the Institute
of the Blessed Virgin Mary in
Wheaton, Illinois, and being
interviewed on ABC-TV’s
Chicago News by anchorman
Hosea Sanders, who claimed to
be buried in paper clutter.

She also was a longtime
adjunct professor at Triton
College in River Grove, Illinois,

and at Chicago City Colleges.
Ms. Emmett, who joked that she was a

“recovered pack rat,” was nominated to
the Midland Authors by Craig Sautter,
and she joined in 2005.

When she died, the family held a one-
evening wake that was attended by about
400 people.

“Everybody had a story about her,“
Kardner said. “The recurring theme was
that every time Rita walked into a room,
she lit it up. That was Rita. She lit the
room up.” 

Society of Midland Authors
P.O. Box 10419
Chicago IL 60610
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Final chapters

Rita Emmett


