
Once he got behind wheel,
his book project got rolling

Jennifer Stevenson was interviewed on
Jan. 30 on the Authors Love Readers
podcast hosted by Patricia McLinn.
Jennifer said, “I don’t try to be loud. You
have to understand; I was born loud, but I
don’t try to be loud.” ... David L.
Harrison writes to say, “My second new
title in 2018, A Place to Start A Family,
has been named by the Pennsylvania
Young Reader’s Choice Award list for
2019-2020. Student voting will begin
January 2020 and end March 15, 2020.
I’ve been on required reading lists in
numerous other states but
Pennsylvania is a new one for me.” ...
Arnie Bernstein was on the Radio
Diaries segment of NPR’s “All
Things Considered,” discussing his
book Swastika Nation: Fritz Kuhn
and the Rise and Fall of the German-
American Bund, and the 80th anniver-
sary of the Bund rally on Feb. 20,
1939, in Madison Square Garden. ...
June Sawyers has a lot going on this
year. In October, June appeared on
Rick Kogan’s WGN radio show “After
Hours” to promote her presentation, with
Charles Troy, “History of Cabaret in
Chicago.” June and Charles presented the
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Some authors are driven to write. Pat
White drove to write. 

hailing services for an article in 2013,
White realized

he should
sign up
as an
Uber
driver
to get a

full understanding of what the new ride-
hailing economy was all about. He head-
ed over to “this place in [Chicago’s] West
Loop that made going to the DMV seem
quite enjoyable” and signed up to join the
gig economy. Soon, he had gathered so
much material he realized he didn’t have
an article on his hands. He had a book.  

“It wasn’t my intention to write this
book,” White said at the monthly Society
of Midland Authors program on Feb. 12
at the Cliff Dwellers Club in Chicago. 
At first, he had continued to do research
for his article. “[But] one night, I started
laughing, and said, ‘The hell with the

paper. There is a book in this. 
That is how Buzz Ride was

born.” 
At first, White

(which, as Literary
License noted last

month, is a nom de 
va-room) published the

book himself online. But
after it was rated one of the
top 75 independently pub-

lished books, White got a call
from Sharon Woodhouse, pub-

lisher of Lake Claremont Press.
Woodhouse helped White rework the book,
and the result was Buzz Ride: Driven to
Disruption: Memoirs of an Uber Driver
(Lake Claremont Press, Aug. 17, 2017).

As a literary device, White used the
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Pat White, with his book Buzz Ride, at the
Feb. 12 Society of Midland Authors pro-
gram. (Thomas Frisbie photo)
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program at the University of Chicago as
part of the Chicago Paris Cabaret
Connexion, an international conference
on the art of the cabaret. On Feb. 23, she
was scheduled to serve as the dramaturg
for the theatrical reading of “Back of the
Yards, A Play in One Act by Kenneth
Sawyer Goodman,” which was to be pre-

sented at the
Newberry Library.
On Wednesday
evenings from March
13 to April 10, she
will be teaching a
course on Mary,
Queen of Scots,
“Mary, Queen of
Scots: Victim or
Villain,” also at the

Newberry. On April 18, a dramatic read-
ing of her play (with music), “Last
Thoughts of Mary Stuart,” about the final
hours of Mary before her execution, will
be presented at the Celtic Knot Public
House in Evanston. In late May, she will
present a paper, “Sing a Sad Song:
Gillian Welch and the Appalachian
Murder Ballad Tradition” at the
International Country Music Conference
in Nashville. Also, she is writing an adap-
tation based on Ernest Hemingway’s clas-
sic A Moveable Feast – and other writ-
ings – for a theatrical reading to be pro-
duced later this year at a venue to be
determined. Finally, she has two books
coming out this year, one  (See Literary
Latest, Page 7) in the spring – The Half-
Pint Guide to Craft Breweries:
Chicagoland (Roaring Forties Press) and
the other in the fall, Long Walk Home:
Reflections on Bruce Springsteen
(Rutgers University Press), a co-edited
anthology consisting of original essays on
Bruce Springsteen that will be published
on Sept. 23, the singer’s 70th birthday.
She is also finishing a poetry collection,
Blue around the Edges. ... James R.
Hugunin writes to say, “[I] finally got
my shipment of Finding Mememo! Four

2
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June Sawyers

name “Pat” to refer to his sunnier side
when dealing with passengers. When pas-
senger annoyances left him feeling
grumpy, he referred to himself as
“Patrick.”

For example, in Buzz Ride, White
wrote:

The heavyset fella sitting directly
behind me chimed in, “This is a fine ride
man. Do you have FM radio in here? ...

Normally, if the passenger is nice, Pat
will try to accommodate, but Patrick told
him, “We’re listening to satellite radio.
Enjoy.” Before I knew it, the birthday boy
started playing with the radio controls. I
still can’t believe what I did.

Patrick looked at him in a snarky man-
ner, gently patted the back of the passen-
ger’s hand as if he were a five-year-old,
and said, “Do not touch.”

This prompted Chubby to say, “Hey,
bro, you have to chill. Pull over and do a
bong and a line with us.”

I laughed, looked in the rearview mir-
ror, thanked him for his generous offer,
and said, “No thanks.” Then I decided to

have a little fun. ... Patrick asked them 
if he could stop at police headquarters
and pick up his paycheck because he was
off duty that day. The blood left their
faces.”

That was just one of many unexpected
incidents White said he experienced as a
ride-hailing driver.

“On a weekend basis, you would get
the normal distribution of human nature,”
he said. “The bulk of the people ... were
in the middle, but you had your outliers.
And the outliers can kill you. ... You see
meanness. And that’s what started to get
to me. ... I have a balcony that overlooks
the river and it is beautiful on a summer
night with the moon shimmering on it,
and I would find myself – and I am not
much of a drinker –  leaning over the rail
in disgust with a Scotch in my hand.”

In the end, White said, he learned two
lessons while doing his research.  

First, drivers in the gig economy are
making much less money than they think.  

Second: If you want to make money,
don’t write a book. Drive an Uber.
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“Each new triumph that I achieved became at once more dear and more private every time I descended from my snug apartment or my bustling office into
the desperate street, where a dog whistle of raw panic seemed to quiver increasingly in the air.” – Lillian Boxfish Takes a Walk by Kathleen Rooney

Author Pat
White speaks at
the Society of
Midland
Authors pro-
gram on Feb.
12 at the Cliff
Dwellers Club.
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years in the making. The book weighs 5.5
pounds and is 1 7/8 inches thick!! The
post office is going to make a nice profit
on shipping this
tome. (See
Literary Latest,
Page 6).  ...
Adam Selzer,
Suzanne Slade,
Ruth Spiro,
Patricia Sutton,
Natasha
Tarpley,
Glennette Tilley
Turner, Keir
Graf, Kate
Hannigan,
Claire Hartfield, Laurie Lawlor and
Patrick McBriarty were among the
authors scheduled to appear at the Jan. 23
Anderson’s Bookshops 17th Annual
Children’s Literature Breakfast in
Woodridge, Illinois. ... Thomas Frisbie
was interviewed on Feb. 19 on “MS-NBC
Live with Ali Velshi.” ....  In a social
media post, Former SMA President
Richard Lindberg writes: “I am very
pleased and honored to have been elected
a board member to the advisory board of
the Illinois State Historical Society, and I
look forward to working with all the great
people who keep and preserve our state
history for generations to come.” ... Jim
Schwab gave a lecture titled “Recovery
and resilience: Facing disasters of the
future” on Feb. 22 in West Palm Beach,
Florida. Also, the Oxford Research
Encyclopedia of Natural Hazard Science
in late January published an article by
Jim, “Planning Systems for Natural
Hazard Risk Reduction.” ... Former SMA
book award winner Paula McClain will
be among the authors at the Nov. 4-10
Kauai (Hawaii) Writers Conference. ... In
a story published Jan. 23 about her latest
book, Rewriting the Body, Wyatt
Townley told KC Studio, which covers
Kansas City’s performing, visual, cine-
matic and literary arts, “Each book builds
on the last, yet starts over, each poem
teaching me how to write it. ... I write
from the body, and use the body as a lens
to look at everything. This book explores

Biblio File
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Veteran civil rights and defense
lawyer Flint Taylor from the
People's Law Office traces the

history of civil rights cases that have
exposed corruption and cover-ups in
Chicago’s politics and Police Department
in The Torture Machine: Racism and
Police Violence in Chicago (Haymarket
Books, March 19, 2019). 

Kirkus Reviews wrote: “Taylor illumi-
nates in graphic detail the scars caused
by some of the worst elements of law
enforcement in a city perpetually beset by
violence.”

Here is what Taylor tells Literary
License about his new book:

Literary License: With so many injus-
tices to write about, what techniques did
you use to pull them together into a single
narrative? 

Flint Taylor: It seemed like a daunting
task when I first start-
ed out, but I realized
that my office and I
had been intimately
involved in so many of
the legal and political
struggles against racist
law enforcement vio-
lence over the previous
half a century that
needed to be chroni-
cled that I embarked on telling that story,
chapter by chapter, as it unfolded over the
decades.

Literary License: Although you were
personally involved in many of the impor-
tant cases that played out in Chicago over
the years, did you have to do additional
research for this book? 

Flint Taylor: Yes, my approach was to
go back through all the transcripts, court
pleadings, news articles, TV appearances
and interviews I had gathered and recreate
in narrative form the journey through the
1969 Fred Hampton Black Panther case,
the Greensboro North Carolina case
against the Nazis and Ku Klux Klan, and
the 32 years of fighting for justice in the

Jon Burge police torture cases here in
Chicago. 

Literary License: How long did it take
you to write this book?

Flint Taylor: Two time periods come to
mind – the three years that I took to write
and edit it, and the 50 years that it took to

live it.

Literary License: As
a new author, how
would you describe the
experience of getting
your first book pub-
lished? 

Flint Taylor: Very
rewarding, educative,

and sometimes taxing. Haymarket Books
was a great publisher – they found me a
spectacular editor, Caroline Luft, and she
helped immeasurably in editing the manu-
script down (to less than 500 pages!) and
making it readable to non-lawyer and
lawyer alike.

Literary License: One former prison
inmate said you “brought hope to a hope-
less place.” Are there still hopeless places
that need the shining light of justice?

Flint Taylor: Most definitely; while
some of the tactics may have changed,
systemic and racist police violence still
plagues our country, as does mass incar-
ceration, the school-to-prison pipeline,
and so many additional forms of injustice.

Literary
Lawyer

Flint
Taylor

‘It seemed like a daunting
task when I started out’
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the body as place – as home – from room
to room, trauma to revelation.” This
spring Wyatt will tour Kansas libraries
launching her new book and appear will
at writers conferences and book festivals
in Iowa and Missouri. ... Dominic Pacyga
is scheduled to present a slide show on
the four major waves of Polish immigra-
tion to the Chicago area over the last 150
years on March 4 at the Niles-Maine
(Illinois) District Library. ... The Feb. 19
(Chicago) Daily Herald wrote a 25-year
retrospective of Writers Week, a program
Tony Romano helped set up to bring
published writers to Fremd High School
in Palatine, Illinois. Marc Smith,
Gwendolyn Brooks, Harry Mark
Petrakis and Alex Kotlowitz are among
the authors who appeared over the years.
... Walter Podrazik joined Dave
Hoekstra in December to discuss “Those
We Lost” in 2018. ... Chicago’s ABC-TV
on Jan. 31 listed Vicki Quade’s “Bible

Bingo” among its “Theater events worth
seeking out in Chicago this weekend.” ...
On Jan. 29, Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts
said, “From Willa Cather to Ted Kooser,
Nebraska has been home to many talented
authors, artists and poets.” ....
Edward McLelland wrote an
article published Feb. 19 for
Chicago magazine about Saul
Bellow headlined “The Last
Time a Celebrity Backed a
Mayoral Candidate, They Won.”
... Ted Karamanski was quoted
in a Nov. 3 story about the Civil
War on WBEZ-FM. ... Robert
Remer was quoted in the Jan.
30 Loyola Phoenix. ... Sharon
Solwitz read from her work on Feb. 12 at
Purdue University. ... Michelle Cox’s A
Promise Given is a finalist in three cate-
gories (mystery, romance and historical
fiction) in the Chanticleer Awards.
Winners will be announced in April. ...
When C-SPAN aired a segment on
Springfield, Illinois, as part of its
bimonthly ‘Cities Tour’ series, the State

Journal-Register wrote, “All are fascinat-
ing, but one that really sticks out features
our political columnist, Bernard Schoen-
burg and author Taylor Pensoneau dis-
cussing Illinois’ long legacy of political

corruption. Some great stories
from two guys who know their
history.” ... Steven Wingate
was among 140 authors appear-
ing at the 14th annual Winter
Institute, Jan. 22–25, in
Albuquerque. ... Rusty
McClure discussed Cincinnati's
Crosley manufacturing and
broadcasting empire Nov. 10 at
the National Voice of America
Museum of Broadcasting on

Tylersville Road in Ohio. ... Roderick
Townley’s The Great Good Thing is listed
among the “Try” recommendations in
1,000 Books to Read Before You Die. ...
On Jan. 3, villagevoice.com quoted
Robert Pruter. 

Follow Biblio File on Twitter
@BiblioFile_SMA.
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Michelle Cox

‘Woyna kaput!  Chitler
Kaput!" shouted the drunk-
en Russian soldiers at the

beach in Palmnicken as they kicked up
the sand in a frenzied victory dance. I was
stunned when one of the soldiers picked
up my two-year-old brother and tossed
him joyously into the air. The Russians
were celebrating the
end of the World War
II. It was May 9, 1945,
and I was just seven
years old. It would be
several more years
before I would learn
that the northern part
of East Prussia, which
had been the eastern-
most province of Germany, had just
become a permanent part of the Soviet
Union, and that its capital, Königsberg,
where I had been born, would be renamed
Kaliningrad.

But only a few months earlier, in late
January, 1945, the beach at Palmnicken
had witnessed a much more gruesome
sight. In the last days of the war, perhaps

in a desperate effort to hide the evidence
of the concentration camps, the SS troops
had force-marched thousands of Jewish
women to Palmnicken, then shot those
who survived the march and left their
bodies to rot under a layer of sand.  

On May 21, 1945, the Monday after
Pentecost, my grandfather, together with

all other German men,
were ordered by offi-
cers of the Red Army
to report to the beach
where, with nothing
but their bare hands,
they had to dig up the
decomposed bodies of
the victims, which
were then reburied in

so-called Jewish cemeteries. My grandfa-
ther was devastated by this experience.
“How could such a thing have hap-
pened?” he kept asking. “All those
women.” Traumatized, he lost the will to
live and died less than a year later.

I may have been only seven, but when
my mother was ordered to care for one of
the new Jewish cemeteries, she took me

along for protection. Day after day I
helped her pull up weeds and watched her
apply red paint to the five-pointed Soviet
stars that overlooked the graves.

Fast forward more than 50 years.  I had
started to write my book Weeds Like Us
about my childhood under Russian occu-
pation in the former East Prussia.  In the
intervening years, I had met many skep-
tics. “You were only a small child. How
can you really remember all that?” So, in
the summer of 1998, I traveled back to
Kaliningrad to see if I could locate the
Jewish cemetery outside of Palmnicken
(now called Yantarny) where my mother
and I had spent many days more than 50
years before. But not only did the Russian
authorities I met with in Kaliningrad have
no idea about the location of the Jewish
cemeteries, they doubted my story about
the massacre itself. “If something of that
magnitude had happened less than 50
kilometers from here, we would certainly
know about it!” they insisted. I explained
that I had information from Yad Vashem
in Jerusalem. “But that's Jewish informa-

How researching a book led to answers

Literary
Life 

Gunter
Nitsch

Turn to Page 5



5LITERARY LICENSE, MARCH 2019

 Literary Life Continued from Page 4

tion,” was the scornful retort.
Still, I pressed on, agreeing to meet

with two Russian reporters, Alexei
Chabounine and Alexandr Aderichin, in
my hotel later that day. And, when I
returned home, I not only sent the
reporters undeniable documentation, I was
also interviewed by telephone from
Moscow by New York Times reporter
Michael Wines. As a result, the story of
the massacre appeared in the Russian
press and, on Jan. 31, 2000, it also
became a front-page New York Times
story “Yantarny Journal: Russians Awaken
to a Forgotten SS Atrocity.” It was then,
for the first time in more than half a cen-
tury, that the victims of the massacre were
memorialized in a ceremony at the beach.

But the story does not end there.  A
few short months ago, a private
message from reporter Alexandr

Aderichin popped up on my Facebook
page. Could he give my contact informa-
tion to a documentary film company in
Moscow? Not long after that I heard from
Nastya Velskaya, the creative producer of
AB-TV. “Would I be willing to travel to
Kaliningrad and Yantarny at their expense
in January 2019 to take part in the filming
of a documentary about the massacre?"
she asked. I barely hesitated. Of course I
would.

It should have been a matter of a direct
flight from Chicago to
Warsaw on LOT Polish air-
lines and, from there, a short
hop to Kaliningrad.  That
would have given me time to
recover from my jet lag
before the International
Holocaust Remembrance Day
program scheduled for
Sunday morning, Jan. 27.
Instead, in what turned out to
be a nearly two-day
marathon, my trip involved
not one, but two cancelled
flights, an unexpected overnight stay at
the airline's expense in Warsaw, a
Saturday flight to Moscow and, at long
last, an Aeroflot flight to Kaliningrad.  

When I finally stepped off the plane at
my final destination, documentary direc-
tor Andrey Prokuryakov and his entire
film crew were waiting to meet me. They

had been sure that, given my age, I would
have called it quits and returned to
Chicago. “There was no need to worry,” I
assured them. “After all, I'm only 81.”

Several hundred people gathered on the
beach in Yantarny that Sunday morning,
many of them having marched 12 kilome-
ters to get there. Among them were Rabbi
David Shvedik, head of the Jewish con-
gregation in Kaliningrad; Israeli Simcha

Efraim Koplowicz, whose
mother was one of the few
survivors of the massacre;
local officials; and represen-
tatives from Germany,
Lithuania, and Poland. I
would like to think that the
spirit of my grandfather was
there as well.

As I was seeking out a
less slippery place to stand,
a bearded man rushed up to
me. “Gunter Nitsch!” he
exclaimed as he gave me a

warm hug, “I'm Rabbi Shvedik.  We're
Facebook friends!” Several others
approached me in turn. With tears stream-
ing down their faces they spoke to me in
Russian.  I can only imagine that I had
been pointed out to them as the American
who helped tell the world about the mas-
sacre.

The day of commemoration was marked
by speeches (including one which I was
unexpectedly called upon the make), fol-
lowed by the recitation of the Kaddish
(the Jewish prayer for the dead), a short
violin recital and, later that evening, a
2½-hour-long concert of Jewish music,
accompanied by projected Holocaust
images, in the Cathedral.

Over the next few days the film crew
accompanied me wherever I went, always
asking questions in Russian, which were
translated into German. For example,
what did I remember of the bombing of
Kaliningrad by the RAF on Sept. 6, 1944?
I told them of the red glow in the sky we
could see from my grandparents’ farm
that night as the city I knew as
Königsberg was being smashed to bits 50
kilometers away. They were still inter-
viewing me on Jan. 31 as they brought me
to the Kaliningrad airport for my flights
back to Chicago. All in all, it was a sober-
ing and yet fascinating experience to be
together with these young Russian film-
makers. I hope that the documentary the
AB-TV crew is working so hard to make
will assure that events like the massacre
at Palmnicken will never be repeated any-
where in the world. Then we can all joy-
fully say together, as the Russians did in
1945, “Woyna kaput!”

Gunter Nitsch (center) says a few words at the Memorial Service in Yantarny,
which Alexei Chabounine translates into Russian. The bearded man behind Alexei
Chabounine is Rabbi David Svedik from Kaliningrad. (Provided photo)
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UNEXPECTED JOURNEY

Margaret McMullan’s new memoir,
Where the Angels Live: One Family’s
Story of Exile, Loss, and Return (Calypso
Editions), comes out on May 19.

From the publicist: “The moment she
discovers the existence of Richard, a

long-lost relative, at
Israel’s Holocaust
Museum, Margaret
McMullan begins an
unexpected journey of
revelation and connec-
tivity as she tirelessly
researches the history
of her ancestors, the
Engel de Jánosis.” 

McMullan writes to
say, “Angels is a memoir based on the re-
search I did as a Fulbright Professor in Pécs,
Hungary, where I taught and researched
my mother's family, most of whom died
in the 1945 Hungarian Holocaust. My
focus was on one cousin, Richard.

“Straddling memoir and reportage, past
and present, Angels is the story of my
journey taking on the responsibility of
properly remembering Richard, ‘an unim-
portant man,’ who was meant to be for-
gotten by both a family and a nation.” 

Jouce Carol Oates wrote, “Where the
Angels Lived is a powerful testament of
familial mourning as well as a vision of
20th century European history that is both
searing and uplifting.”  

Literary Latest

Margaret
McMullan

THIRD BOOK OF POETRY

Willingly: Poems (Adelaide Books,
Jan. 27, 2019) is Marc Frazier’s latest
book. 

Frazier writes to say, “Willingly is my
third book of poetry. It explores the rami-
fications of one’s search for identity with-
in and without the bonds of a relation-
ship. It is centered on the many manifes-
tations of ‘narrative.’ For it is always, it
seems, a story we are telling no matter
the form or type of poetry. 

“One line demonstrates this: ‘One way
or another we make the stories fit.’

“Willingly explores the idea that instead
of my life having been fated, it is some-
thing I’ve chosen willingly. It is the story
of one LGBTQ individual. The epigraph
to the book is also indicative of one of
the major themes in the book: ‘We don’t

see things as they are. We see them as we
are’ (Anais Nin).”

Of Frazier’s work, Angela Narciso
Torres, author of Blood Orange, wrote:
"Frazier illumines the darkest corners of
memory, bearing apt witness to remem-
bered experience with uncommon clarity
and sureness, each poem a gem cut and
polished to a fierce brightness. In poem
after poem, he insists on uncovering the
radiance buried beneath the questions,
with words that live, breathe, and “lean
like leaves toward light.” 

COLORFUL STORY

Finding Mememo: A Book in Search of
an Author (March 15, 2019) is James R.
Hugunin’s latest book.

Hugunin writes to say: “The novel was
inspired by my photographer friend (Ichio
Honne in the story) and I (Hy “Mememo”
Grader) witnessing a traumatic event. We
were just entering Chicago’s famous Art
Institute Museum when a wild cry was
heard from above us, like a two-year old
having a “melt-down.” 

“Suddenly, a young black man leapt the
railing on the floor above us and project-
ed himself out into space, falling on the
museum floor about 20 feet from us! He
hit hard, blood leaking around his head. It
was surreal. Even made more so, as we
were herded by guards into the James
Ensor exhibition then on view, with its
plethora skulls, etc. 

“The event was hushed up, no mention
on TV news, and a glamorous reception
for a photography show just opening was
held in the same space that evening, peo-
ple unaware of what had taken place that
morning.

“This event became section three in the
book. Like a stone tossed into a lake, that
central trauma radiated out, evolving into
a story about an ageing part-time academ-
ic becoming obsessed with collecting
images of people jumping or falling. Not
long after, this academic falls (or is
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BREWING UP A NEW BOOK

In her new book, The Half-Pint Guide
to Craft Breweries: Chicagoland
(Roaring Forties Press, June 11, 2019),
June Sawyers describes nearly 130 craft
breweries in Chicago and surrounding
suburbs with stops in nearby Indiana,
Michigan, and Wisconsin. 

Sawyers writes to say, “The Chicago
title is the third in the Half-Pint series

FELLOW AUTHOR’S INSPIRATION

Ray E. Boomhower has a new book
out: Mr. President: A Life of Benjamin
Harrison (Indiana Historical Society
Press, Dec. 21, 2018).

Boomhower writes to say: “How does
an author get his/her inspiration for writ-
ing a book? Well, sometimes it all begins
with a conversation with another author. 

“At the Indiana Historical Society's
2017 Holiday Author Fair, I was paired at
a table with fellow
IHS Press author
Andrea Neal. We got
to talking and she
made the suggestion
that Benjamin
Harrison, the noted
lawyer, Civil War
general, and the
country's 23rd presi-
dent, would make an
excellent subject for the Press's multivol-
ume Youth Biography Series, aimed at
middle school and high school students.
(Andrea at that time was on the Benjamin
Harrison Presidential Site's board of
directors; she later became the board chair.)

“Andrea's suggestion was a good one,
and I took on the task of writing about
Harrison's life, now published as Mr.
President: A Life of Benjamin Harrison,
the 12th volume in the Youth Biography
series.

“Life in the publishing trade sometimes
moves pretty fast. The book would not
have been possible without the support of
the staff at the Harrison site, including its
president and CEO, Charles Hyde, and
VP of Curatorship and Exhibition
Jennifer Capps.”

Ray E. Boomhower

pushed, or has jumped) from the balcony
of the Cliff Dwellers during a faculty fete
there. The story relates how his three
friends (Jym, Ichio, and Dallas, a private
detective/mystery writer) try to solve the

case. 
“ ‘Jym’ attempts to

redact Hy’s fragments
of his unfinished novel
into a semblance of
coherence, adding edi-
torial gloss through-
out. This metatext is a
mash-up of sci-fi
(quantum and string
theory and

time/dimension travel), mystery genre,
and academic theory.”

SMA member Eckhardt Gerdes writes
to say, “When Hy (‘Mememo’) Grader
jumped or was pushed off the balcony of
the famous art and literary club known as
The Cliff Dwellers (founded 1907 as The
Attic Club), a terrible event occurring on
the same date (September 8) as Hy's
father's death seven years earlier, it also
recalled the mysterious death-fall by New
York artist Ana Mendieta in 1985, and a
bizarre suicide attempt witnessed by Hy
and his friend Ichio at Chicago's famed
Art Institute Museum five months previ-
ous. 

“This novel investigates the downfall of
Mememo in a colorful story told in richly
illustrated four-color documents. Those
already familiar with Hugunin's amaze-
ments will love this novel, his biggest
and boldest yet. Those who are not yet
familiar with his work need to, well, um,
take the plunge.”

James R.
Hugunin

Continued from Page 6

from Roaring Forties Press, a Berkeley,
California-based indie publisher. I had
previously worked with them on my Bob
Dylan New York book.

“Designed for locals and tourists alike,
the pocket-sided Half-Pint series offers
snapshots of nearly 130 craft breweries in
the Chicagoland area. In addition to
descriptions of the breweries, each entry
also includes essential information such
as opening hours, food options, and
whether the brewery is dog and family
friendly. It also includes photographs and
maps.  It features some of the best known
craft breweries (such as Revolution and
Half Acre) and lesser knowns (such as
Twisted Hippo and Middle Brow).

“According to the Brewers Association,
Chicago is now the craft brewery capital
of the United States. As someone who
appreciates and frequents indie book-
stores, indie coffeehouses, and indie
movie theatres and who already had a
love of craft breweries, it only made
sense to contact publisher Deirdre Greene
to see if she would consider adding
Chicago to the list. She agreed, and so
my work began. Through a combination
of on-site visits (“research”), emails, beer
tastings (more “research”), and website
information, I was able to put the book
together in a matter of months.  The book
is really a love letter to local craft brew-
eries and all the hard-working people
who help make it what it is today.”

From the publisher: “Reading the book
is like pulling up a stool and chatting
with the brewer across the bar. Brewers
talk about which of their beers they like
the best, their biggest challenges, and
some of their funniest or most surprising
stories.”
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In the February issue, Literary License
listed many of the authors who have won
awards more than once in the decades
that the Society of Midland Authors has
awarded awards on an annual basis. Here
are more of those authors:

For a time, the SMA gave an award
for best drama, which John Logan
won two times, for “Hauptmann”

and “Never the
Sinner.” 

Jack Conroy won
for his book Anyplace
But Here (an award he
shared with co-author
Arna Bontemps) as
well as the Friend of
the Midland Authors
Award in 1986 for his
lifetime body of work. 

Herman Kogan won for his book The
First Century: The Chicago Bar
Association 1874-1974 as well as a distin-
guished service citation for his work as
editor of the Chicago Sun-Times Book
Week section.

Robert Hellenga won the Adult
Nonfiction award in 2015 for The
Confessions of Frances Godwin and in
1995 for The Sixteen Pleasures. In 2003,
he was a finalist for Blues Lessons.

Sharon Solwitz, who received the prize
for Adult Fiction in 1997 for her book
Blood and Milk, won the Adult Fiction
award again in 2018 for Once, in Lourdes. 

Jonathan Eig won the Adult
Nonfiction Prize in 2015 for The Birth of
the Pill: How Four Crusaders Reinvented
Sex and Launched a Revolution and won
again in 2018 for Ali: A Life. He also was
a 2006 finalist for in Biography for
Luckiest Man: The Life and Death of Lou
Gehrig.

Ann Bausum won the 2016 Children’s
Nonfiction Award for Stonewall: Breaking
Out in the Fight for Gay Rights and the
2015 award for Stubby the War Dog: The
True Story of World War I's Bravest Dog.

She also was the 2013 finalist for
Marching to the Mountaintop: How
Poverty, Labor Fights and Civil 
Rights Set the Stage for Martin Luther

King Jr.'s Final Hours.
In 2016, Joe Meno won the Adult

Fiction award Marvel and a Wonder. In
2007, he won the award for Bluebirds
Used to Croon in the Choir: Stories.

Mary Losure won the 2018 Children’s
Nonfiction award for Isaac the Alchemist:
Secrets of Isaac Newton, Reveal'd and the
2013 award for The Fairy Ring: Or Elsie
and Frances Fool the World.

Jim Harrison and
Ted Kooser won the
2004 Poetry award for
Braided Creek: A
Conversation in
Poetry. Harrison also
won the 2010 award
for In Search of Small
Gods. Kooser also was
a multiple award win-

ner, as reported in the February issue of
Literary License.

Some authors won the top prize
while also finishing as a finalist in
another year or finished as finalists

more than once. Among them were: 
Louise Erdrich won the 2009 Adult

Nonfiction award for The Porcupine Year
and was a 2017 Adult Fiction finalist for
LaRose.   

Candace Fleming was the 2009 winner
of the Children’s Nonfiction award for The
Lincolns: A Scrapbook Look at Abraham
and Mary; a finalist for The Great and
Only Barnum: The Tremendous,
Stupendous Life of Showman P. T.
Barnum in 2010; and a finalist for Our
Eleanor: A Scrapbook Look at Eleanor
Roosevelt's Remarkable Life in 2006. 

Richard C. Lindberg won the 2010
Biography award for The Gambler King
of Clark Street: Michael C. McDonald
and the Rise of Chicago’s Democratic
Machine and two years later was a
Biography finalist for Whiskey Breakfast:
My Swedish Family My American Life.

Rich Cohen was a finalist for the 2013
Adult Nonfiction award for The Fish That
Ate the Whale: The Life and Times of
America’s Banana King and was again an
Adult Nonfiction finalist in 2018 for The
Chicago Cubs: Story of a Curse.

In 2007, Timothy J. Gilfoyle was a
finalist in two different categories. For the
Adult Nonfiction award, he was honored
for Millennium Park: Creating a Chicago
Landmark. In the Biography category, he
was honored for A Pickpocket's Tale: The
Underworld of Nineteenth-Century New
York.

Marlene Targ Brill has been honored
as a finalist on three occasions. In 2008,
in the Children’s Nonfiction category, she
was honored for Marshall "Major"
Taylor: World Champion Bicyclist 1899-
1901. In 1999, she was honored for Diary
of a Drummer Boy. In 1997, she was hon-
ored for Women for Peace.

John Koethe was a 2017 Poetry finalist
for The Swimmer and a 2013 finalist for
ROTC Kills.

John Conroy won the Adult Nonfiction
award for Belfast Diary: War as a Way of
Life in 1989 and was a finalist for
Unspeakable Acts:Ordinary People: The
Dynamics of Torture in 2001.

Tony Romano was an Adult Fiction
finalist in 2008 for When the World Was
Young and again in 2009 for If You Eat,
You Never Die: Chicago Tales. 

Gary D. Schmidt was the 2008
Children’s Fiction winner for The
Wednesday Wars and was a finalist in
2009 for Trouble.

Roderick Townley was a 2008
Children’s Fiction finalist for The Red
Thread: A Novel in Three Incarnations
and a 2007 finalist for The Constellation
of Sylvie.

Jean Bethke Elshtain was a finalist for
the 2001 Adult Nonfiction award for
Who Are We? Critical Reflections and
Hopeful Possibilities and in 2003 was a
Biography finalist for Jane Addams and
the Dream of American Democracy.

In 2011, Bill Barnhart and Gene
Schlickman won the Biography award
for John Paul Stevens: An Independent
Life. They previously were finalists in
2000 for Kerner: The Conflict of
Intangible Rights. 

Contributing: Thomas Frisbie

This is Part 30 of the history of the
Society. 

More authors with multiple honors

Literary
Lore

Robert
Loerzel

“It was a perfect symbol to represent Abbott’s great ambition for The Defender, Egypt’s mythological half man, half lion drawing on the heritage of the
grandest African civilization to claim an equal level with the Tribunes and Heralds of the world.” – The Defender by Ethan Michaeli
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Along for the ride at Uber program
As the snow fell picturesquely out-

side the Cliff Dwellers Club in
Chicago on Feb. 12, authors and

readers gathered inside to hear Pat White
talk about his book, Buzz Ride: Driven to
Disruption: Memoirs of an Uber Driver
(Lake Claremont Press, Aug. 17, 2017). 

The Society will return to the Cliff
Dwellers on March 12 for a program with
Bryan Smith, author of The Breakaway:
The Inside Story of the Wirtz Family
Business and the Chicago Blackhawks.

Mike Conklin, contributing writer for
the Chicago Tribune, wrote, “The
Breakaway has good content on a variety
of fronts, with a very readable blend of
history, business, and entertainment.” 

LEFT: John Liebner and Samantha Kuebler.
ABOVE: Kathryn Brow and Carolyn Rusnak.
(Thomas Frisbie photos)

LEFT: Shanti Nagarkatti and Kathy Harper. RIGHT: Former SMA President
Craig Sautter and Sandy Joyce.

LEFT: Allen Salter and Mahmoud Saeed chat before the
program starts. ABOVE: Patricia Skalka, SMA Program
Chair Greg Borzo and Ellen Pinkham.
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Society of Midland Authors
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Society of Midland Authors
Early Dinner Registration Form

The Society of Midland
Authors annual awards
banquet will be held May
14 at the Cliff Dwellers
Club, 22nd floor, 200 S.
Michigan, Chicago. 

The reception with a
cash bar will start at 6 p.m.
Dinner will begin at 7 p.m. 

Bill Savage will be the
emcee.

Number of medallions of pork tenderloin dinners at
$75 each. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Number of vegetarian (wild mushroom ravioli) dinners
at $75 each.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Donation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Awards Dinner Sponsorship (includes two dinner tickets
and a mention in the awards dinner program). $250.  

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Name:

Number of grilled filet of salmon dinners at $75 each. 

Please clip above form and mail to: Dinner Reservation, Society of Midland Authors, P.O. Box 10419, Chicago IL 60610
You may also download a similar form at our website, www.midlandauthors.com or pay via PayPal.


