
License
The American Association of School

Librarians recently selected Donna
Solecka Urbikas’ book My Sister's
Mother: A Memoir of War, Exile, and
Stalin's Siberia as a “Best Book for High
School and Professional Use.” It also was

named a “Best Book”
by the Public Library
Reviewers. ... In
September, Holy Cow
Press will release
Michael Fedo's Don't
Quit Your Day Job:
Adventures of a
Midlist Author. The
book is an anecdote-
rich memoir of

Michael's five-decade career as the author
of 10 non-best-selling books. ... Patrick
McBriarty has a new author website at
www.pmcbriarty.com. Patrick emails to
say, “This website includes a blog called
The Trunnion, where I hope you will
enjoy reading my various adventures and
musings.” ... SMA award-winner Ted
Anton appeared on Chicago’s WTTW-
TV Jan. 9 to discuss
the incredible role of
microbes in the world.
... Tyehimba Jess will
be among the poets
appearing at the
March 21-25 Virginia
Festival of the Book in
Charlottesville. ... The
Dec. 23 St. Louis
Post-Dispatch wrote of Steve
Wiegenstein’s The Language of Trees,
“Wiegenstein grew up in the Ozarks, and
his familiarity with the area and its ways
gives the book an authentic feel.” ...
MintPress News quoted Robert Starks
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In writing a book, an author should strive to create a
“communal event” that readers sense as richly as some-
thing they have experienced on their own, Tony

Romano said Feb. 13 at the Society of Midland
Authors’ monthly program at the Cliff
Dwellers Club in Chicago.

Quoting British neurologist, natural-
ist, historian and author
Oliver Sacks, Romano
said being swept into a
story without fixating
on its source “allows
us to see and hear
with other
eyes and
ears, to
enter other
minds, to assimi-
late the art and sci-
ence and religion of
the whole culture, to
enter into and con-
tribute to the common
mind, the general com-
monwealth of knowl-
edge.”

Of his own works, “I
want readers to make
the book their own,”
said Romano, the author
of author two novels and
a short story collection
and co-author of two
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Author’s goal: I want readers
to make my book their own
BY THOMAS FRISBIE

Literary



on Jan. 23 about Harold Washington’s
historic 1987 campaign for Chicago
mayor. ... Scott Turow is among the
authors scheduled to appear at the March
3 Southwest Florida Reading Festival in
Fort Myers, Florida. ... The Dec. 4
Hollywood Reporter ran an excerpt of
Stephen G. Bloom’s new book, The
Audacity of Inez Burns (See Literary
License, February 2018). Also, the Feb.
11 San Francisco Chronicle said: “Bloom
tells a captivating story of Burns’ ascent,
presented alongside San Francisco’s
breathtaking transformation in the first
decades of the 20th century ... a breath-
less tale of a woman’s rise.” ... The Jan.
29 Christian Science Monitor quoted
Walter Podrazik in an analysis article
leading up to the Jan. 30 State of the
Union address. ... Edward  “Ted”
McClelland will speak about “The
Changing Chicago Accent” on March 10
at 2 p.m. at the Rogers Park Branch of
the Chicago Public Library, 6907 N.
Clark St. It's a lecture based on his book
How to Speak Midwestern. Also, The
Athletic turned to Ted recently for advice
on pronouncing the name of new Chicago
Bears coach Matt Nagy. ... The Jan. 9
Beverly (Chicago) Review said, “W.
Nikola-Lisa prioritizes his interests as
storytelling, music and writing, in that
order.” Nikola-Lisa is visiting third-grade
classes in six local public schools in
Beverly through an Authors in the School
program, and each class was scheduled to
get a copy of his book How We Are
Smart. ... The Jan. 24 (Central Oregon)
Bulletin wrote, “You need not have
attended Catholic school to enjoy ‘Late
Nite Catechism,’ ” co-playwright Vicki
Quade’s (with Maripat Donovan) long-
running comic theater performance. ...
The Jan. 26 Chicago Tribune quoted
Timuel Black in an obituary for Judge
William Cousins. ... Stuart Dybek’s The
Coast of Chicago was the January book
discussion selection for the Kanawha
County (West Virginia) Public Library
and was the subject of the Cliff Dwellers
Book Club’s Jan. 27 discussion. The
club’s upcoming authors include Natalie
Moore (March 24) and Aleksandar

2

Turn to Page 3

Biblio File
Continued from Page 1

LITERARY LICENSE, MARCH 2018

textbooks. “I want them to connect the
book to their own lives somehow, to
make it theirs.” 

As for his latest work, Where My Body
Ends and the World Begins, Romano said,
“The book is a coming-of-age story
because he is a 20-year-old, but he has
this weird condition with his body. He
feels like a part of his body is not his. ...
It’s about the turbulence of family, it’s
about kindness, and not just the let-me-
write-you-a-check kindness, but the kind
that involves risk and suffering and sacri-
fice. The kind that comes with unintended
consequences. The kind that asks: What’s
the best way to help another person?”

The book is set nine years after a tragic
fire at Chicago’s Our Lady of the Angels
school in 1958 that killed 92 children and
three nuns.

“The book is about survival. The book
is about Chicago – the robust character of
Chicago,” Romano said. “ ... The book is
about secrets, not only the secrets we
keep from our friends and families, but
also the secrets we keep from ourselves.”

Romano traces his roots as a writer to
his father, a tailor who left his family in
Italy and came to the United States at age
37, not knowing a word of English and
planning to send for his family as soon as
he was established. 

“His extraordinary decision to come
here at age 37 has shaped my world view
because I have lived my entire life with:
‘What if?’ ” Romano said. “What if they
had stayed, what would I be doing, who
would I be? 

“These are the kinds of questions a fic-
tion writer thrives on. That is the sweet

spot for a writer, that uncertainty.”
When he was young and living in

Chicago, Romano didn’t join his friends
on trips to Lake Michigan because he
couldn’t swim. Instead, he stayed home
on the stoop and read such writers as
Edgar Allan Poe, Arthur Conan Doyle and
H.P. Lovecraft.

“All that reading time, all that alone
time, was great training for a writer,”
Romano said.

 Author’s goal Continued from Page 1

Jim Schwab (left) volunteers for a
demonstration in which Tony Romano
shows how easy it is to fool the brain
into imagining a foreign object is really
the hand of the experiment’s subject.
The demonstration helps explain the
main character in Romano’s novel.
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Hemon (Sept. 22). ... Robert K. Elder
will release his eighth book project this
spring with Running Press, a division of
Hachette. The book is called The Mixtape
of My Life. Essentially, it's a journal that
helps readers write their autobiographies
through their music collections. Sample

questions from the
book include: What
song or artist can't you
listen to because of a
past romance? What
songwriter lied to or
misled you? What
song allows you to
time travel – that
brings back a time and
place so strongly that

it's palpable? The inaugural book party
will be on Sunday, April 29, 4:30 p.m. to
6:30 p.m. at the School of Rock Oak
Park, 219 Lake St., Oak Park, Illinois,
(708) 298-0002. There, you can join Rob
for a full-on book party, concert and
curated open mic. Rob and others will
share their favorite music-sparked memo-
ries, and the School of Rock band will
play songs such as Queen’s “Fat Bottom
Girls” and Pearl Jam’s “Alive.” Also, this
year, Rob is donating his photo archive to
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. In the
1990s, Rob shot everyone from U2 to
Garth Brooks, with Pearl Jam, Bad
Religion, Sarah McLachlan and Tori
Amos thrown in. ... The Winter 2018
issue of Chicago History, the Chicago
History Museum’s magazine, includes
feature stories by two SMA members:
“Giving Wings to the Pursuit of
Excellence,” an article on teacher training
institutions, by Richard C. Lindberg,
and “Nelson Algren and Polonia’s
Revenge” by Mary Wisniewski. ... Beth
Finke spoke Jan. 31 on Chicago’s WGN
Radio about her new book Writing Out
Loud. The interview with Justin
Kaufmann covered the memoir-writing
classes she leads, how she manages to get
life stories out of the people she’s
instructing, and what she’s learned about
writing and about herself from teaching
memoir-writing classes. The 2018 Vivette
R. Rifkin Seminar at University of
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Dick Simpson is author of The
Good Fight: Life Lessons from a
Chicago Progressive and many

other books. He also is a former Chicago
alderman who taught at the University of
Illinois at Chicago for 50 years. Here is
what he tells Literary License:

Literary License: You have said this
book is a memoir not only of your life but
also of a generation. What did you do to
capture the story of that generation?

Dick Simpson: The Good Fight is the
story of many in my generation who came
of age in the 1960s and 1970s. First, my
own story is emblematic of what many of
us experienced in similar ways as we
stayed politically active over the years
despite the personal
heartbreaks which we
all experienced.
Second, the book cov-
ers social movements
from the inside such as
the civil rights and
anti-Vietnam War
movements, the
Independent political
movement, and critical moments of histo-
ry like the 1968 Democratic Convention.
Finally, several chapters tell the story of
others – political figures like Leon
Despres and Dawn Clark Netsch along
with nonpolitical folks like Studs Terkel
and Pierre de Vise.

Literary License: In The Good Fight,
you say as a college student you and your
cohort’s view of justice recognized no
shades of gray. How and why has your
view changed over the years?

Dick Simpson: Back in my movement
days, I saw everything as black and white,
good and bad. My opponents were ene-
mies, not fellow humans with both good
points and flaws. Moderates and conser-
vatives just didn't recognize their mis-
takes. I now have more sympathy for
those on the opposite of the aisle in poli-
tics or who hold different points of views.
I admit my own flaws more readily and
emphasize with others more.

Literary License: You have said you
and others learned a lot of lessons you

are trying to pass on in this book. What
are the most important?

Dick Simpson: The first lesson, cap-
tured in the book’s title, is that it is impor-
tant to fight the good fight. Another is that
in personal relationships, especially mar-
riage and partnerships, that communication,
listening to the other person, and giving

them space to grow and
change is critical. Third,
even a blessed life ex-
periences death, divorce
and loss. It is important
to be able to know how
to handle those with
“grace under pressure.”
Winning early and little
victories, especially in

politics, is critical to bigger successes.
Literary License: When you were an

alderman, Chicago’s Mayor Daley at
times would have your microphone turned
off. What in this book would he have tried
to stop you from saying?

Dick Simpson: Mayor Daley and I
fought a no-holds barred battle over the
future of the city, justice, and democracy.
He would disagree with nearly everything
in this book. As I quote him as saying in
one of our public debates: Simpson is
“polluting the minds of the young people.
... If you're a teacher, God help the stu-
dents that are in your class, if this is what
is being taught.” He would prevent you
from reading the book if he could.

Literary License: What’s your next book?
Dick Simpson: My next book is to be

called Democracy's Rebirth. It is a philo-
sophical and empirical look at the chal-
lenge of democracy in the 21st century
and the hope of creating a more participa-
tory democracy in Chicago and America
in the post-Trump era. 

Literary
Landscape

Dick
Simpson

March 13, 2018, program

Cliff Dwellers
200 S. Michigan Ave., 22nd floor

6 p.m. - Social Hour
7 p.m. - Program

Free - donations accepted

The emblematic story 
of many in a generation

Robert K. Elder
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Illinois Chicago will be presented by
Beth on March 15. Her talk, “Blind in the
City: Not as Dark as it Sounds,” outlines
her decision to move from a small com-
munity to a large city after losing her
sight at age 26. Through her talk, Beth
Finke examines cultural attitudes about
disability, reasonable accommodation
issues and the role disability arts and cul-
ture movements play in urban life. ...
June Sawyers (See Literary Latest, Page
6) has been busy lately. On Halloween,
her arts group, the Phantom Collective,
presented “Nevermore: The Prose, Poetry,
and Letters of Edgar Allan Poe” at
Volumes Book Cafe in Wicker Park. On
Feb. 3, she delivered the Immortal
Memory talk at the Illinois St Andrews
Society's annual Robert Burns Supper at
the University Club, and on Jan. 21, she
gave a talk on “Why cabaret still matters”
at the Niles-Maine (Illinois) District
Library. She will talk on “Why Bruce
Springsteen Matters” at “Bruce
Springsteen’s Darkness on the Edge of
Town: An International Symposium” at
Monmouth University in New Jersey in
April and will co-edit a collection of orig-
inal essays on Springsteen to appear in
Long Walk Home: Reflections on Bruce
Springsteen at Age 70, to be published by
Rutgers University Press in September to
coincide with the Boss’ 70th birthday. ...
The Seattle Times’ Mary Ann Gwinn
wrote on Jan. 25, “It's a treat to find a well-
written biography of someone I knew
nothing about, and such is the case with
Max Eastman: A Life by Christoph
Irmscher.” ... Arthur Melville Pearson
will be the guest speaker March 21 at the
Natural Land Institute’s annual dinner in
Rockford, Illinois. He also will lecture at
6 p.m. March 29 on “George Fell, Setting
the Stage for Midewin” at Midewin
National Tallgrass Prairie, 30239 S. State
Route 53, Wilmington, Illinois, and will
be a guest author at 10 a.m. June 14 for
“Leafing Through the Page” at the Morton
Arboretum, 4100 Illinois 53, Lisle, Illinois.
...The April 2018 issue of Wild West mag-
azine highlighted the visit of Stan “Tex”
Banash to Monroe, Michigan, to deliver
the first Joan Croy Memorial Lecture at
the Monroe County Historical Museum

Biblio File
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during its 19th Annual Custer Week last
October. His talk, “Scars of Custer's
Defeat” was based on his earlier maga-
zine article of the same title. ... The Jan.
24 Brainerd (Minnesota) Dispatch wrote,
“Older children learn all about the civil
rights movement in school, but this month
take it up a notch with Marching to the
Mountaintop by Ann Bausum, who last
April received the
40th Nonfiction
Award from the
Children's Book
Guild of Washington,
D.C. ... The Jan. 22
Chicago Tribune
called Donna
Seaman's Identity
Unknown:
Rediscovering Seven
American Women Artists “remarkable.”
Also, the book was cited in the cover arti-
cle of the February 2018 issue of
Artforum. The writer called the book “the
best account of Ramberg’s biography”
and said, “I’ve gleaned many of the facts
in this essay” from Donna’s book. ... As a
recently named “Illinois Road Scholar”
by the Illinois Humanities Council, John
Wasik has been asked to speak through-
out the state on “Innovation in Illinois”
for the bicentennial celebration. He will
highlight some of the world-changing
innovators who seeded everything from
major inventions to the Chicago Literary
Renaissance. He'll be speaking at the
University Club at noon on March 16,
among several other venues. ... Jonis
Agee’s The Bones of Paradise is the first
title for the Omaha, Nebraska, Eclectic
Book Review Club’s new season. ... On

Jan. 15, George
Bilgere (See Literary
Latest, Page 7)
judged the The Tenth
Annual Sidney Lanier
Poetry Competition,
sponsored by Lanier
Library in Tryon,
North Carolina. . ...
Susan Croce Kelly
has been named man-
aging editor of

OzarksWatch, a magazine of Ozarks his-
tory and culture published by the
Missouri State University libraries in
Springfield, Missouri. The magazine is a

quasi-academic publication, welcoming
well-researched articles from any source.
She also will speak about “The Race that
Made Route 66 Famous” at the Allen,
Texas, Public Library on April 12 at 7:30
p.m. and sell her two award-winning
books, Father of Route 66, and Route 66
the Highway & its People. Also she was
quoted in a Dec. 22 Springfield
(Missouri) News-Leader story about
Lucile Morris Upton, Springfield’s first
female reporter. ... WTTW-TV did a Jan.
31 Q&A with Gail Lukasik, and Phil
Ponce interviewed her on the station’s
“Chicago Tonight” program about her
book White Like Her: My Family’s Story
of Race and Racial Passing. ... The Oct.
17 USA Today recalled that Barbara
Shoup’s adolescent coming of age novel
Wish You Were Here was on 1995’s list of
the 100 most banned books. ... “I just love
learning and then telling the untold or lit-
tle-known stories,” Glennette Tilley
Turner told the (Illinois) Suburban Life
newspapers in a story published Jan. 2. ...
Helen Frost will be among the authors
taking part in the Authors in Chelsea
(Michigan) event in March. ... Joined by
her 92-year-old moth-
er, Fern Schumer
Chapman spoke to
students Jan. 12 at
Algonquin Middle
School in Des
Plaines, Illinois,
about her mother's
childhood flight to
Chicago from Nazi
Germany. ... Patrick
Reardon wrote the
essay “Ben the barber's light touch of
love” for the Jan. 5 Chicago Tribune. ...
John Koethe was scheduled to read Jan.
22 at the Woodland Pattern Book Center's
annual Poetry Marathon & Benefit in
Milwaukee. ... George Castle will speak
March 4 at the Niles-Maine (Illinois)
District Library for a baseball exhibit. He
also will have three books coming out
over the next year: Champions, for which
there will be a book party Feb. 22 at
Osteria, 620 N. State, Chicago, Illinois; a
book written with agent Steve Zucker set
to come out at the end of August and a
book with legendary Cubs pitcher
Ferguson Jenkins about the 1969 Cubs
scheduled to come out next January.

Susan Croce
Kelly

Fern Schumer
Chapman

John Wasik



This is Part 24 of the history of the
Society. 

In October 1951, the singer and Oscar-
nominated actress Ethel Waters
spoke at an SMA luncheon about her

best-selling memoir His Eye Is on the
Sparrow.

“You'd like to know how I hit the jack-
pot on my first book,” she said, throwing
back her head with laughter. "Any coinci-
dence between I being an authoress and a
real authoress is purely coincidental,” she
jested. 

Turning serious, she added: "I didn't
write a story – I opened my heart. … And
it isn't a colored story. It's a human story.” 

Waters moved the authors with a per-
formance of the gospel song “I Know a
Great Savior.” Fanny Butcher reported
that one “hard-boiled newspaper man who
was not ashamed of the tears in his eyes”
remarked: “If Ethel Waters ever stops
being a great singer and a great actress,
she will still always be an evangelist.”

The SMA president from 1949-51 was
Frederic Nelson Litten (c. 1885-1951),
who wrote 26 novels, including many
books for young read-
ers about airplane fly-
ing. One of those
books, Kingdom of
Flying Men, was trans-
lated into 15 languages.
Kirkus Review called it
“a first rate yarn,” say-
ing: “Good flight mate-
rial and good adven-
ture, with a modern,
up-to-the-minute twist. The characters,
throughout, are convincing, drawn as they
are with greys as well as black and
white.” Litten was also chairman of
Northwestern University's fiction depart-
ment, an assistant editor of American Boy
magazine and a world traveler. 

Emmett Dedmon (c. 1918-83) was
president from 1951-53. He wrote the
novel Duty to Live about his experiences
during two years in a German prison
camp during World War II, when he was
shot down on a bombing mission over
Hanover. Dedmon was an editor at the
Chicago Times, Sun and Sun-Times,
including work as literary editor. In 1953,

he wrote Fabulous Chicago, which
Kirkus Review called a “lively history of
the Midwest's great metropolis.”

Alice Gerstenberg said that he “gave
the Society a dash of Fourth Estate pro-

fessionalism.”
Adeline Lobdell

Pynchon (1887-1975)
wrote The Marriage of
Don Quixote in 1931
under the name
Adeline Atwater,
before she divorced,
remarried and changed
her name to Pynchon.
In the 1910s, she

was active in the fight for women
to get the right to vote. In the
1920s, she was director of the
New Gallery in New York City,
one of the first galleries spe-
cializing in avant-garde art.
She was also a public relations
director for charitable organiza-
tions. 

After a long run of handling the
newsletter and other duties as secre-
tary, Pynchon announced on
May 2, 1947, that she was step-
ping down from the post. “Dear Fellow-
members,” she wrote. “This letter is my
‘swan song.’ I have resigned politely each

year, only to continue, but to keep on with
farewell appearances as your secretary
would be ridiculous. I've held that office
now for 15 delightful years. Presidents have
come and gone, and I've enjoyed writing
‘about ourselves to you all,’ but for the
good of the Society new blood is needed.” 

But she ended up serving as SMA presi-
dent from 1953 to 1955. “Adeline is the
type of person whose arrival makes a
party really begin,” Gerstenberg wrote.
“Her sophisticated friendliness has the
self-assurance of aristocracy.”

In 1953, Butcher wrote a Tribune arti-
cle about an SMA meeting honoring 23 of

its members in the Chicago area who'd
had books published recently. “Isn't

it pretty plain that Chicago is
recovering its former literary
glory?” she wrote. That
prompted a letter to the editor
by Pynchon: “ ‘Ditto,’ say I,
“if, indeed, it was ever lost. It
has merely not been uncovered.

“Give some of these new
writers time to reach the stature of

a Sinclair Lewis, a Sherwood
Anderson, a Theodore Dreiser,
a Scott Fitzgerald, et al. I can

remember when those giants of the
Twenties were not considered good, least
of all great!”

‘I didn’t write a story – I opened my heart’

Literary
Lore

Robert
Loerzel

Emmett Dedmon

Author,
singer
and
Oscar-
nominated
actress
Ethel
Waters,
seen here
in the
1940s,
spoke at
an SMA
luncheon
in
October
1951. 
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party and cabaret show was held on Nov.
27 at Davenport’s in Chicago’s Wicker
Park neighborhood.

From Applause: “Throughout the book,
the author makes connections and associ-
ations to ‘Cabaret’ by looking at such
diverse topics as the first cabarets in
Paris, Cabaret Voltaire and Dada, early
Berlin cabarets during the Weimar
Republic, German expressionism, the
Bauhaus, Marlene Dietrich and The Blue
Angel, David Bowie's many German
influences, and the present and future of
modern cabaret. Cabaret FAQ is the

definitive guide for all
fans of the Broadway
musical and movie as
well as for fans of the
art form known as
cabaret.”

Sawyers writes to
say, “ ‘Cabaret’ has
always been my
favorite musical – both
the stage production
and the movie – so

when I asked the editor at Applause, the
book publisher, if ‘Cabaret’ was part of
its series and they said no, I thought it
was an opportunity I couldn’t pass up,
especially since Bob Fosse, the film’s
director, went to the same high school,
Amundsen (although not at the same
time!).

“Given that I have an associational
mind, I wanted the book to be more than
just a rehash of the musical and movie,
though. I wanted to explore its roots and
the roots of cabaret, the art form itself
(which started in Paris in the late nine-
teenth century) and then go on from
there. Thus, I found connections in
Cabaret that are sometimes obvious (the
partnership of Bertolt Brecht and Kurt
Weill) and less obvious (David Bowie’s
time in Berlin and his many German
influences). 

“I also wanted to include a chapter on
the current cabaret scene and, most

quarreling with her vain and dead mother,
and others –  different time periods, dif-
ferent cultures, men and women, young
and old, no connection, or so I thought. 

“A couple of summers ago, after I
broke my ankle and was stuck keeping
my cast at heart-level for a few weeks, I
went through my laptop's files, cleaning
up, and I began to re-read my stories. In
many, the ones included in this collection,
I discovered emotional resonances, love
that aches, yearning, a desire to escape
the past. It is this, how the past comes
back to derail the present, that gave me my
title, This Far Isn't Far Enough. As Will-
iam Faulkner's often-quoted line says,
‘The past is never dead. It isn't even past.’ ”

Kirkus Reviews wrote, “Sloan's charac-
ters are rendered with sensitive and real-
istic detail throughout.”

SMA Member Sharon Solwitz wrote: 
“Sloan is inventive and fearless in the sit-
uations in which she places her protago-
nists, and the results are painful, some-
times funny, and always illuminating. In
every story her continual flashes of
insight, so precisely rendered, remind us
again and again how heartbreaking in all
its complexities is the human dilemma.”
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‘PEOPLE ON THE EDGES’

This Far Isn't Far Enough (Fomite
Press, Feb. 20, 2018) by Lynn Sloan
includes 14 stories written over the last
25 years, a number of them published in
such journals as Ploughshares and
Shenandoah. 

From Fomite: “Lynn
Sloan writes about
people on the edges:
people that others look
past or dismiss, or
people at defining
moments, ready to
leap. ... Affecting,
memorable, and beau-
tifully written, This
Far Isn't Far Enough

demonstrates Lynn Sloan's penetrating
understanding of loss, endurance, and the
undefeated spirit.”

Sloan writes to say, “During these same
years, I taught photography at Columbia
College Chicago, wrote three novels –
one published, Principles of Navigation,
two consigned to the back of the dead-
novel drawer – and I hadn't thought about
my short stories as a group.

“Each one sprang from entirely differ-
ent situations – the naive army grunt in
occupied Germany after World War II,
the lonely, single mom after her
eHarmony meltdown, the angry daughter

Lynn Sloan

‘DEFINITIVE GUIDE’

June Skinner Sawyers’ latest book,
Cabaret FAQ: All That’s Left to Know
about the Broadway and Cinema Classic
(Applause Theatre & Cinema Books) was
published in November. A book release

June Skinner
Sawyers



old country as it makes its blundering,
tentative way into the new century.”

Billy Collins wrote, “The poems in
Blood Pages typically arise out of the
everyday, such as eating pancakes, a
scene at Starbucks, and nostalgia for an
old TV set. The wonder here is that
Bilgere is able to
evince from these
poems moments of
human pathos as
affecting as the ones
found in his poems on
more serious subjects
–  a mother’s death, a
father’s violence, and
childbirth. Bilgere is
that rare poet who can
be as funny or as serious as he wants to be.” 

Jim Daniels wrote, “George Bilgere's
done it again. .... He peels back the layers
of artifice to uncover our pulsing hearts
working to sort out and survive the
everyday struggles and absurdities of
being human. With self-deprecating humor,
with unwavering empathy, and with hard-
earned clarity, he is one of our finest
poets, and this is one of his finest books.”
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Dues cover mailings and other organi-
zational expenses, but the Society always
needs additional money for programs
such as the awards at the annual May
book awards banquet. 

Thanks to Meg Tebo, Margaret Garb,
Harriette G. Robinet, Stella Pevsner,
Dan Gerber and Stuart Shea, who made
recent contributions.

Literary Largess

George Bilgere

Continued from Page 6
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‘THIS WASN’T EASY’

Barbara Gregorich has published a
book on the life of a Golden-Age-of-
Mystery author: Charlie Chan's Poppa:
Earl Derr Biggers (CreateSpace, Feb. 2,
2018).

From the book description: “When she
was 16 years old, Barbara Gregorich dis-
covered the Charlie Chan novels of Earl
Derr Biggers on the ‘local authors’ shelf
of the Warren Public Library. She fell in
love with the wisdom, humor, and per-
ceptiveness of the amiable Chinese-
Hawaiian police detective, and she
admired the author who created him.

“Although seldom given credit for it,

importantly perhaps, why ‘Cabaret’ still
matters in the Trumpian era. With the lat-
ter in mind, I felt it was important to
include sidebars on dystopian fiction such
as Sinclair Lewis’ It Can’t Happen Here
and George Orwell’s 1984. 

Biggers was one of the first writers to
help create mystery’s Golden Age on the
American side of the Atlantic. His six
Chan novels were serialized in The
Saturday Evening Post, published by
Bobbs-Merrill, and sought by
Hollywood, and he received fan mail
from thousands.

Gregorich writes to say, “This wasn't
easy, mainly because
he destroyed all his
manuscripts after he
wrote them. I found
all the correspon-
dence between him
and his publishing
house, Bobbs-
Merrill, at the Lilly
Library at Indiana
University. The bio
focuses on the books
he wrote, the way they were/weren't pro-
moted, and his initial ambiguity about
writing a series of Chan novels.”

Barbara
Gregorich

2018, Society 
of Midland Authors
P.O. Box 10419, Chicago IL 60610

Editor: Thomas Frisbie
tomfrisbie@aol.com

Copy Editor: Beverly Offen

Society of Midland Authors members can
now pay their membership dues, buy tickets
to the annual dinner and make donations on
our website with PayPal (there is a $1 fee to
help cover PayPal’s fee). To make a dona-
tion, visit our home page at www.midlan-
dauthors.com and click on the "Donate"
button in the upper right corner.

www.midlandauthors.com

Follow the Society on 
Twitter@midlandauthors

‘RUEFUL AWARENESS’

George Bilgere has a new collection of
poems coming out March 1, Blood Pages,
(University of Pittsburgh Press).

From the publisher: “In Blood Pages
George Bilgere continues his exploration
of the joys and absurdities of being mid-
dle-aged and middle-class in the
Midwest. OK, maybe he’s a bit beyond
middle-aged at this point, and his rueful
awareness of this makes these poems
even more darkly hilarious, more deeply
aware of the feckless and baffling times
our nation has stumbled into. 

“Blood Pages is a guidebook to the
fears, foibles, and beauties of our lovely

C 
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Christine VanDeVelde is the co-author
of College Admission: From Application
to Acceptance, Step By Step (Three Rivers
Press/Random House, latest edition:
2014) and a contributor to I’m Going to
College – Not You!: Surviving the
College Search with Your Child (St.

Martin’s Griffin,
2010).

The Washington Post
called College
Admissions, “A new
college admissions
bible … jam-packed
with information on
every aspect of the
admissions process.”

VanDeVelde also is
a writer and journalist

whose work has appeared in Parenting,
Self, the New York Times, the Wall Street
Journal, the Washington Post and USA
Today.

She was nominated by Lori Andrews. 

Linda Gartz, a six-time Emmy-award-
honored television producer, blogger and
essay writer, is author of Redlined: A
Memoir of Race, Change, and Fractured
Community in 1960s Chicago (She Writes
Press, April 3, 2018). She also has written
several essays for the Chicago Tribune
and other local and national newspapers
and magazines.

SMA Member
Sharon Solwitz wrote,
“Fearless and precise
in her rendering of the
intimate truths of her
family, rigorous in her
analysis of the banking
and housing industries,
Gartz has written a
book that is impossible
to put down. ... An
extraordinary achievement.”

Redlined was inspired by a trove of
long-hidden family diaries, letters, pho-
tos, documents and more that Gartz dis-
covered in her parents’ attic after their
deaths. Every new detail she learned
fueled her quest to discover what forces
had undermined her parents’ marriage
and fractured her community.

She was nominated by Michelle Cox.

New Members

Christine
VanDeVelde

Linda Gartz

Belt Publishing is republishing
books by early 20th century
Midwestern authors, some of

whom were Society of Midland Authors
members, including Sherwood Anderson
and the Society's first president, Hamlin
Garland. 

Here’s what Belt Founder and Director
Anne Trubek, who also is editor of Voices
from the Rust Belt and author of The
History and Uncertain Future of
Handwriting and other books, tells
Literary License about the effort:

Literary License: What inspired Belt
Publishing to take on this project?

Anne Trubek: We had talked about
issuing reprints before
– notably Leon
Forrest's Divine Days,
but questions of rights
stymied us. Then we
stumbled on the idea
of doing unjustly for-
gotten Midwestern
works in the public
domain, and it all
clicked into place. 

People are newly interested in the
Midwest since Donald Trump's election,
and there are so many wonderful works
for readers to discover. So we are focus-
ing on titles that are "newly relevant" for
those newly curious. 

I have a Ph.D. in American Literature,
so it's been a blast researching which
titles to choose.  

Literary License: How are you pre-
senting these works to help modern read-
ers appreciate them?

Anne Trubek: We are commissioning
introductions by people with both a schol-
arly background and experience writing
for general audiences. 

We are asking them to situate the works
both in historical context and explain why
readers might find them resonant in 2018. 

Literary License: In the time period
you are covering, how would you describe

the strength of Midwestern literature?

Anne Trubek: Honestly, I do not see a
distinction between Midwestern and
American literature of the period: So
many of the era’s most celebrated writers
were from the Midwest, even if they did
not write about it as much as other places
(think Fitzgerald and Hemingway). 

What we are focused on are titles that
focus on themes that are still Midwestern
today: the shift from agrarian to industrial
economies, isolation, the power of large
corporations, immigration, the demo-
graphics of the region, and, of course,
particularity of the landscape. 

Literary License: Which authors will
today’s readers be most
surprised by or satis-
fied to rediscover?

Anne Trubek: Oh, I
cannot wait to find out!
I was very surprised
when we publicized the
2018 list to see how
many people were

excited to read Ida Tarbell. At first I did
not consider her for the series because I
thought her work was already well-
known. 

I think Hamlin Garland might be a
crowd pleaser – and I am excited to
include an introduction that discusses his
extraordinary life and contributions
beyond his fiction. 

And I'm in love with Poor White by
Sherwood Anderson because I find the
depiction of changes in this small Ohio
town oddly contemporary, and I love his
modernist digressions – I’ll be so curious
what others think of them.  

Literary License: How can readers
find these titles? 

Anne Trubek: We love selling to read-
ers directly! Find them all at:
https://beltpublishing.com/collections/belt
-revivals 

Or ask the your local indie bookstore to
place an order. 

Literary
Legacy

Anne
Trubek

‘Newly relevant’ titles
for the newly curious
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Where the world of Chicago lit begins
Anumber of authors and readers

turned out for the Society’s Feb.
13 program, presented by Tony

Romano, whose most recent book is
Where My Body Ends and the World
Begins, at the Cliff Dwellers Club in

Chicago.
Next month, Dick Simpson will present

a program on his new book, The Good
Fight: Life Lessons from a Chicago
Progressive. That program also will be at
the Cliff Dwellers, on March 13.

SMA Corresponding Secretary Chuck 
Masters and former President Robert
Loerzel.

Stuart Miller arrived early for the pro-
gram.

FROM LEFT: Glenn Gabryel, Nancy Berman and Ed Berman chat
at the Cliff Dwellers before the start of the Feb. 13 SMA program.

SMA Board Member Dick Simpson (left) and for-
mer SMA President Richard Frisbie.

Author Patricia Skalka (left) and Emily Clark Victorson, co-founder and publish-
er of Allium Press, which published Tony Romano’s Where My Body Ends and the
World Begins. (Thomas Frisbie photos)
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Society of Midland Authors
Early Dinner Registration Form

The Society of Midland
Authors annual awards
banquet will be held May 8
at the Cliff Dwellers Club,
22nd floor, 200 S.
Michigan, Chicago. 

The reception with a
cash bar will start at 6 p.m.
Dinner will begin at 7 p.m.

This year’s emcee will
be Mary Wisniewski. 

Number of medallions of pork tenderloin dinners at
$75 each. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Number of vegetarian (wild mushroom ravioli) dinners
at $75 each.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Donation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Name:

Number of grilled filet of salmon dinners at $75 each. 

Please clip above form and mail to: Dinner Reservation, Society of Midland Authors, P.O. Box 10419, Chicago IL 60610
You may also download a similar form at our website, www.midlandauthors.com or pay via PayPal.


