
Path to good
short story
can start at
either end,
authors say 

David L. Harrison chaired and co-pre-
sented “An Evening with Poets,” to a
packed room at The Library Center in
Springfield, Missouri, on Sept. 7. On Oct.
11, he will speak to three sessions of chil-
dren at Children's Literature Festival of
the Ozarks on the campus of Missouri
State University in Springfield, Missouri.
... On Sept. 20, 2019, Crystal Chan will
give a school and community event in the
Valley View School District – they have
chosen her book, BIRD, for their One
Book, One Middle School event. Family
members are also encouraged to read the
book with their children, and so her pres-
entation that evening will have more of a
focus on family as it will be an intergen-
erational evening. ... Ted McClelland has
reached a deal with Beacon Press to pub-
lish Midnight in Vehicle City: The Flint
Sit Down Strike of 1936 and the Rise and
Fall of the American Middle Class. Ted

says on Facebook,
“One of my family’s
close friends was a Sit
Down Striker who
died a few years ago at
the age of 98, so this
project has a special
meaning for me.” ...
Dominic A. Pacyga’s
new book, Polish
Chicago, will appear
in the fall 2019 catalog

of the University of Chicago Press. He
has presented an English language pod-
cast on Polish Chicago topics since
March 2019 on the WPNA  Radio web-
site. The podcasts are translated into
Polish and appear in the weekend edition
of Chicago’s Dziennik Zwiazkowy
(Polish Daily News). His article “Juvenile
Delinquency and the Chicago Polonia’s
Response”  will be published in Poland
early next year. Dominic’s chapter on
Upton Sinclair’s novel, The Jungle, will
be published in Chicago by the Book,

Biblio File

Turn to Page 2

Three authors on a Sept. 11 panel
discussion about short stories gave
three different ideas about how to

start writing one.
The authors – Lynn Sloan, Marius

Stan and Maryse Meijer – were part of a
Society program titled “The long and
short of short story writing” at the Harold
Washington Library Center in Chicago. 

Sloan, author of the story collection
This Far Isn’t Far Enough, said she starts
writing short stories from the beginning. 

“What I hope to do at the beginning of
the story is to put in elements that have a
combustible possibility,” she said. “I don't
know where they are going.” 

Meijer, author of the story collection
Heartbreaker, said she often starts writ-
ing her stories at the end. 

“A lot of the time, I start with the end
and I don't know how it starts and I have
to work backward,” she said. 

Stan said he starts his stories in differ-
ent places, often at the end.

“I like to sort of assemble and write the
story in my mind first,” he said.

Meijer said she became a writer partly
because she has an identical twin sister
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which will appear this fall from the
University of Chicago Press. Also,
Dominic is curating an exhibit for the
Packingtown
Museum, which will
open in “The Plant,”
1400 West 46th St. in
the Union Stock
Yard, this coming
November. The
exhibit is based on
his 2015 book,
Slaughterhouse:
Chicago’s Union
Stock Yard and the
World It Made, also from the University
of Chicago Press. ... Marlene Targ
Brill’s Dolores Huerta Stands Strong:
The Woman Who Demanded Justice (See
Literary Latest, Page 7) has received its
second starred review, this time from
School and Library Journal. The first
starred review came from Kirkus. ...
Richard Lindberg received a 2018 serv-
ice award for his 2017 Northeastern
Illinois University history book at the
Golden Eagles Alumni Dinner on Sept.
15. His next book, Tales of Forgotten
Chicago, written with Edward Burke
with a forward by Chicago Mayor Rahm
Emanuel, is scheduled to be published in
2019. ... John Wasik writes to say, “I
published a piece in The Wall Street
Journal about Nikola Tesla (on Sept. 14),
the subject of my latest book Lightning
Strikes. I'll also be talking about Tesla at
the University of Chicago's Gleacher
Center on Nov. 9.” ... At the Sept. 26
Society of Midland Authors board meet-
ing, the board voted to name the
Society’s annual Adult Fiction book
award for former SMA President
Richard Frisbie. ... Patrick Reardon
wrote “We’re attracted to lesser lights
because we know we’re like them” for
the Sept. 28 Chicago Sun-Times. Earlier,
in the space of two weeks around Labor
Day, Patrick had stories appear in three
publications: His essay about his
Edgewater home, “The home we own
that doesn't belong to us,” ran on Aug. 23
in the Chicago Tribune,  His profile of
Society member Haki Madhubuti, “Haki
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who when they were children had decided
Meijer would be a writer and locked her
out of her room until she had written
something, 

“I had to submit one page of new writ-
ing every night for her approval,” Meijer
said. “If she didn't approve, I would have
to revise until she approved it, and then I
could go to sleep.”

Her writing still is based partly on that
experience, she said.

“I can’t imagine not being part of two
people,” she said. “I think that is what art
tries to do is to bridge that gap between
the self and the other. It is an act of com-
passion and imagination. For me it is try-
ing to recreate that experience of being a
twin. ... [Writing] is trying to figure out
what it like to be someone who is not me
and trying to make these connections in
the world.”

Where as Meijer said she has never
written about a place she has lived or a
place she has known, Sloan said she often
draws on her experiences. 

“Sometimes a story will come from
something pretty directly from my life,”

she said. “Sometimes research starts a
story.”

The difference between a novel and a
short story is that stories have less of
everything a novel has, she said. 

“They have fewer characters, they have
fewer events, they have fewer plot lines ...
and they will frequently have a shorter
period of time.”  

Yet Sloan said she always wants at least
two stories in every one of her short sto-
ries. 

“I think story writing is about probing a
life,” she said.     

Stan, whose first story collection,
Câteva Zile, was in Romanian and whose
next will be in English, said, “All of my
stories have ‘miserable’ plots.

“A young man travels by bus, a coach
and the bus is very crowded,” he said.
“That is the plot.

“You will find shades of gray, more
than 50 shades of gray,” he said. “You
will see light and beauty and love and
everything that is exhilarating and makes
you smile. And you will see dark events
with dark characters.”

 Short story Continued from Page 1
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Madhubuti: Poet of Resistance," ran on
Aug. 30 in the Chicago Reader with a
longer version on Patrick’s website. His
essay “God is the ocean in which we all

swim” was published
Sept. 7 in the National
Catholic Reporter. ...
The Aug. 31
Publishers Weekly
profiled Michael D.
Cicchini and his book
Anatomy of a False
Confession: The
Interrogation and
Conviction of Brendan
Dassey. ... Harry
Mark Petrakis writes

to say, “On Sept. 30, Diana and I were
married 73 years! After this span of time
together (including five more years
before we married), when she inhales in
one room I exhale in the other!” Also,
Harry wrote “Cherished memories of
libraries as repositories of knowledge” for
the Sept. 29 Chicago Sun-Times. ...
Edward Gordon’s Future Jobs is out in
a new edition with  new cover, new intro-
duction, updating the information in the
book. ... Jerry Apps wrote “Restoring
prairie takes time and patience” for the
Sept. 17 Wisconsin State Farmer. ... New
Mexico’s KRWG said on Sept. 12 that
Jonathan Eig’s Ali: A Life “reveals a
flawed rebel who loved attention.” ...
Christopher Mooney was quoted in an
Aug. 31 Chicago Tribune about the
Illinois governor’s race. ... Eldon Ham
discussed Colin Kaepernick's case Aug.
31 on Chicago’s 670 AM radio. On Oct.
11 at 1 p.m., he will speak to a group of
Mississippi trial lawyers in Chicago at
Soldier Field about today's key sports law
issues ... Claire Hartfield was one of the
speakers at the Sept. 25 “Frunchroom”
storytelling series in Chicago. ... Emilie
Le Beau Lucchesi wrote “When Giving
Birth Leads to Psychosis, Then to
Infanticide” for the Sept. 6
theatlantic.com. ... Cyndee Schaffer pre-
sented “The Journey to Mollie’s War:
WACS and World War II” on Sept. 24 at
the Morrison-Talbott Library in Waterloo,
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Leading into the SMA’s Oct. 9 pro-
gram in conjunction with Write
Across Chicago, Literary License

asked authors who will be panelists about
the future of writing. Here are their
answers:

Literary License: In an era of
increased competition from online media,
what is the future of writing?

Linda Nemec Foster: Even with the
competition from online media, the future
of writing (in all genres) is strong.
Actually, the art of writing – from blogs
to online journals – has evolved and
diversified because of stimulus from the
internet. Some would argue there are pros
and cons to this new reality. That being
said, the art of writing will continue to be
a permanent and significant
part of our culture.  

Michael Raleigh: The
increase in popularity of
online media is, I think, mak-
ing people read by making it
more convenient. In odd
ways, it may be helping guarantee that
writing has a future. I think people who
did not previously read much now read at
least for information.  I actually know
people who really never read books
before who have now purchased e-readers
and now download books.  The hard copy
book make ultimately suffer but I don't
see it dying out.

Literary License:    What's your
favorite part about writing?

Linda Nemec Foster: My favorite part
of writing is working on an original draft
of a poem and seeing it develop and
change through the hard work of revision.
The process of revision is where the
magic, the  transformation of a poem (or
any kind of writing) really happens.

Michael Raleigh: Writing is most
enjoyable for me when a book is going
well and characters and scenes start to
suggest themselves, and suddenly a book
takes on new dimensions or gets more
complex in ways I hadn't planned.  I am
also fond of inserting autobiographical
elements, whether people (disguised, of
course) places, or scenes into my books.
There is something autobiographical in

every thing I write. 

Here are some other comments about
writing SMA authors posted on the Write
Across America website: 

Joyce Burns Zeiss: “Writing is one of
the hardest things I do. I am
an extrovert. Sitting down by
myself and composing my
thoughts onto a page is an act
of supreme discipline. But I
do it because I must. When

my parents read to me as a child, I real-
ized that authors, the ones who wrote the
words on those pages, were the most
important people in the world and I deter-
mined that I would be one someday.”

Charlotte Herman: “For me, writing is
saving. Saving a time long gone, places
that have changed, and people who might
no longer be with us.

“For me, they still live on. In the pages
of my books.”

Wayne Klatt: “The real writing comes
from moving the elements around, and
then going over the material day after day
while imagining that I am the reader.”

John Raffensperger: “Writing requires
the discipline to work every day and at
age 89 keeps the brain from stagnating.
Writing must be its own reward because
finding an agent or publisher is difficult,
self-publishing is a dead end and small
publishers don’t do marketing.”

Robert Marovich: “When I write about
forgotten heroes of Chicago music, I feel
as if I am giving them a platform on
which to impact a new generation of
music enthusiasts. Their stories also shine
a light on parts of Chicago history that are
also forgotten.”

Literary
Landscape

October 9, 2018, program

Cliff Dwellers
200 S. Michigan Avenue
22nd floor

6 p.m. - Social Hour
7 p.m. - Program

Free - donations accepted

‘The future of writing
(in all genres) is strong’ 

Haki
Madhubati
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Illinois. The event was co-sponsored by
the Road Scholar Speakers Bureau. ...
Antonio Campos will direct “The Devil
All the Time,” an adaptation of Donald
Ray Pollock’s 2011 novel. Production is
set to get underway in February 2019. ...
Kerry Trask’s book Spirit of the Rivers:

A Story in Bronze
tells the story of a
bronze statue of
woodland Indians by
R. T. Wallen that was
dedicated Sept. 16 in
Two Rivers,
Wisconsin. ... Donna
Seaman had a Sept.
6 conversation Dawn
Raffel about her book

The Strange Case of Dr. Couney at
Chicago’s Harold Washington Library.
Donna writes to say,  “I did had a great
time speaking with Dawn Raffel about
her fascinating book about the man who
saved the lives of preemies with sideshow
incubators on Coney Island and in
Chicago at the Century of Progress fair.
We even had some Couney ‘babies’ on
stage, two sets of twins, and descendants
of Couney babies. It was amazing.”
Donna also interviewed Evanston car-
toonist and writer Ken Krimstein at the
American Writers Museum on Sept. 27,
discussing his graphic biography, The
Three Escapes of Hannah Arendt, and she
spoke about her book  Identity Unknown:
Rediscovering Seven American Women
Artists, at the Union League Club on
Aug. 29. ... Julie Hyzy is hosting a
launch party at Anderson's in Naperville,
Illinois, on Oct. 23, the release date of
Virtual Sabotage, her new techno-thriller.  
... Scott Turow will talk about his books,

his favorite novel and his writing process
7 p.m. to 8 p.m. Oct. 17 at the Niles-
Maine District Library, 6960 Oakton St.,
Niles, Illinois. ... Linda Gartz will dis-
cuss her memoir Redlined: A Memoir of
Race, Change, and Fractured Community
in 1960s Chicago at the Evanston History
Center, on Nov. 8 at 7 p.m. She’ll also be
part of a panel,  “All in the Family,” at
the Harold Washington Library, on Oct.
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Claire Hartfield

‘If you’re really a writer,
you write. All the time’

Stella Pevsner is a former president
of the Society of Midland Authors
and the author of numerous books

for children. 

Literary License: After a long career,
you have said your latest book will be
your last. How has the publishing world
changed since you
started?

Stella Pevsner: I
hear that publishing
staff has been greatly
reduced and what they
want most is a guaran-
teed blockbuster. 

Everyone I used to
work with is gone. So
I switched to Kindle
and print-on-demand. Instead of the sev-
eral months it used to take to be pub-
lished, these books on Amazon appear the
day after they've received the formatted
version. I like that a lot!

Literary License: What is your advice
to new authors trying to build their
careers?

Stella Pevsner: If you're really a writer,
you write. All the time. If not on paper
then in your head. Writing is not an exact
science, like math, there are dozens of
ways you can write and rewrite. 

Don't just talk about the manuscript
you're currently writing. You may get
instant gratification, but then you realize
now you actually have to write the thing.

You'll probably meet people who say to
you, "Someday I'd like to write a novel."
Just smile, you know they never will.
Never just think what you just wrote is
good enough make it right. Down to the
right word if your writing bores you, it
will bore a reader.

Literary License: Of all your books,
do you have a favorite or favorites?

Stella Pevsner: Not really, but on
reflection one day I realized that my latest
books always seem to feature a girl of
about 10, sassy, but charming in her own
way. 

When I remarked about this to my son,
he said, “Well in one guise or another

they're really all you.” 
Literary License: Which Midwestern

authors are you reading right now?
Stella Pevsner: Since my eyesight has

pretty much gone AWOL I rely on audio-
books. 

Although they have a great collection,
they don't always have my favorite

authors. It's great
though to lounge
around and listen to the
books. The narrators
are amazing, able to
speak in many voices
and dialects.    

Literary License:
What do you plan to do
now that you won't
have an upcoming

book in the works?
Stella Pevsner: I can't not write. The

Bubblegum Angel book was difficult since
I rewrote it four times. 

I had to rely on my caregiver to help
me remember, how I'd handled a situation
in the previous draft. 

Also I couldn't look at the typed pages
for clarification. 

When the novel was all typed, my
daughter went through it for punctuation

and typos. She did object to the fact that a
teen boy called his sister and her friends
"Babes"; here I thought that being called
a babe was cool. 

I've decided to write some short stories
to be called “Smart Mouth Stories, for
Smart Mouth Kids.” The one I'm working
on currently is “Great-Grandpa Breaks
His Butt.”

The great thing about being a writer is
the fact that I'm never lonely. How can I
be, with all these characters romping
around in my mind?

Literary
Life 

Stella
Pevsner

How can I be lonely
with all these characters
romping around in my
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Bernard Brommel, an award-win-
ning author, a former SMA presi-
dent, a longtime contributor to the

Society and a Northeastern Illinois
University professor emeritus, died Sept
22 at age 88.

Former SMA President Rich Lindberg
said, “Within the span of three weeks
SMA has lost two of its greatest champi-
ons, Richard Frisbie and Bernard
Brommel. I’ve know Bernie since 1974
when I was his undergrad stu-
dent at Northeastern. Bernie,
generous in heart and spirit,
donated millions to NEIU and
inspired generations of his stu-
dents to achieve excellence in
life.  He endowed dozens of
student scholarships and faculty
research projects. Their success
was also his, and the name
‘Bernard J. Brommel Hall,’
affixed to the NEIU Science
Building, will perpetuate the memory of
this very special man.” 

Starting with the 2018 book awards, the
SMA named its Biography & Memoir
Award for Mr. Brommel. In 2006, the
Society gave him its Lifetime of Literary
Achievement Award.

Mr. Brommel’s book Eugene V. Debs:
Spokesman for Labor and Socialism,
upon which he worked for 10 years, won
the Society’s 1979 Biography Award.
Mr. Brommel also co-authored 
Family Communication: Cohesion and
Change in the field of family communica-
tion, which was his discipline. 

In 2010, NEIU named its science build-
ing for him. 

“Bernard Brommel was a kind and gen-
erous man; generous with his time, with
his advice, with his money,” former SMA
President R. Craig Sautter. “His early
scholarship and book on labor leader
Eugene V. Debs helped make him a cru-
sader for social justice as well. And he
was a great and beloved teacher. His last
days on dialysis revealed a brave man as
well. I will greatly miss him.”

According to NEIU, Brommel was born
in 1930 in St. Marys, Iowa, south of Des
Moines, one of nine children who grew

up on the family farm. He liked to refer to
himself as “the son of a pig farmer” to
reference his humble beginnings.

He earned his Ph.D. from Indiana
University in Communication, with a
minor in Education and Theatre, and later
earned a Master of Science from
Northeastern Illinois University in
Counseling and Family Therapy, and a
post-doctorate degree from Northwestern,
NEIU said.

Brommel used his M.A. and
post-doctoral work to start a
second, simultaneous career as a
private practice counselor in
family therapy. A frugal individ-
ual, Brommel grew a personal
fortune in part by setting aside
and investing the income he
earned as a family therapist, the
university said.

According to the Chicago
Sun-Times, after retiring, Mr.

Brommel became NEIU’s second-biggest
donor. Ultimately, he gave more than $2.5
million to Northeastern, funding more
than 25 scholarships, as wall as faculty
research stipends, a lecture series and a
garden for its library, the Sun-Times said. 

According to his obituary, Mr. Brommel
began his teaching career in Rowley and
Keokuk High Schools in Iowa. He taught
American Public Address and other cours-

es for eight years at Indiana State
University. He served as Chairman of the
Speech and Theatre Department at the
University of North Dakota for four
years.

He joined the faculty of Northeastern
Illinois University in Chicago in 1971 and
taught Family Communication 
and Persuasion Studies there for 26 
years. 
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10, 6 p.m. SMA member and award-win-
ning author Michelle Cox will moderate
a group of four She Writes Press authors
discussing the impact of family in their
fiction and nonfiction books. Linda will
discuss Redlined at two other upcoming
events: “The Tragic Effect of Redlining”
at “Mather’s – More than a Cafe in
Chatham” (33 E. 83rd St.) on Oct 26, 1-
2:30 p.m. and at the Evanston History
Center, on Nov. 8. Program starts at 7
p.m. Reception starts at 6:30 with hors
d’oeuvres and wine, $10 admission. ...
The Sept. 23 Joplin Globe wrote,
“Lindsey Fitzharris’ The Butchering
Art: Joseph Lister’s Quest to Transform
the Grisly World of Victorian Medicine is
itself a grisly though wonderfully written
account of the horrors of Victorian medi-
cine.” ... In a Sept. 14 interview with the
Duluth News-Tribune, Michael Fedo
said of his memoir Don't Quit Your Day
Job: The Adventures of a Midlist Author,
“It's the hindsight of 50 years of trying to
produce a best-seller, not having succeed-
ed and realizing this is the norm for most
writers who have enjoyed some success.
This is the more normal thing that will
happen with folks who have aspirations
to write and publish. In the course of five
decades, I've accumulated a lot of anec-
dotes I thought were worth sharing.” ...
Milton Nieuwsma wrote “My Take: Why
President Trump should resign” for the
Sept. 2 Holland (Michigan) Sentinel.
Also, Episode 3 ("Liberty for All") of the
public television series he created,
“Inventing America: Conversation with
the Founders,” aired the week of July 4
and will be repeated the week of Dec. 15.
It  features James Madison, Alexander
Hamilton, Thomas Jefferson and Patrick
Henry discussing the Bill of Rights in a
TV talk show format. The first two
episodes focused on the Declaration of
Independence and the U.S. Constitution.
The format is modeled after Steve Allen's
Meeting of Minds series that aired on
PBS several decades ago. Dec. 15 is Bill
of Rights Day, hence the Dec. 15 airing.
... Cheryl Reed placed third in the
Society of American Travel Writers for-
eign story category for her 2017
Washington Post story about Chernobyl.
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Literary Latest

quences. As Jayne and Eric explore a
more modern definition of marriage, they
are forced to confront whether they’ve
given up too much in the pursuit of trying
to have it all.

Booklist wrote: “Excellent domestic
drama, with elements of psychological
suspense that evoke Gone Girl.”

Colorado Book Review wrote,
“Yummy good.” 

23RD ANTHOLOGY EDITION

The Stars (Outrider Press, 2018), edited
by Whitney Scott, is the 23rd edition of
the annual Black-and-White anthology
features poetry, fiction, and nonfiction
exploring the theme of stars. 

Leah Strauss writes, “Works in the col-
lection consider life’s various connections
on or to Earth as well as the profound

vastness above.
Family is often a cor-
nerstone, with pieces
navigating the diffi-
cult facets of those
relationships.
Evangeline
Elmendorf Greene’s
‘Lillie Langtry
Starlight at Baker’s
Crossing’ (Grand

Prize Prose winner) follows the haunting
desert travels of a narrator whose alco-
holic mother has been placed in a nursing
home. 

“Gail Overstreet’s ‘The Philosophy of
Stars’ twines science with a painful reck-
oning about an aging parent. The redemp-

‘EXCELLENT DOMESTIC DRAMA’

Keir Graff has this to say: “Looking
for adult reading? There's a rumor going
around that I'm one of two authors behind
a forthcoming book –  NOT for kids –
called The Swing of Things (Lake Union
Publishing, Aug. 28, 2018). It's an
intriguing theory ... after all, my first
name is on the cover, and it is an unusual
name. All I can say is, investigate at your

own risk!”
From the publisher:

Told from the dual
perspective of a hus-
band and a wife, The
Swing of Things is a
sexy, provocative,
page-turning novel
about a suburban
couple who want out
of their routine – but

will they take things too far?
Attorney Jayne Larsen loves her stay-

at-home husband. Eric is attentive and a
great father to their daughter. He’s also
unfailingly committed to their Wednesday
date nights – but things have gotten too
predictable.

Enter Theo and Mia Winters, the effort-
lessly cool, attractive couple who are the
center of everyone’s attention. They are
blissfully happy and ready to share their
secret for keeping things spicy. But there
are rules. And breaking them has conse-

Keir Graff

NEW MEMOIR

Martha Miller’s new book is Four
Years: A Memoir (Regal Crest, Oct. 1,
2018).

Miller writes to say: “In 1985 with one
year of sobriety, I realized that my mar-
riage was coming apart. In this memoir, I
explore my first lesbian relationship, the
family dynamics and childhood experi-

ences that led me to
become mired in abu-
sive relationships as
an adult. I examined
my life with my new
lover, Suzie, where I
was beginning to find
my voice, beginning
to write and begin-
ning to come to terms
with who I really

was. Early on I recognized that my rela-
tionship was poisoning me and my chil-
dren’s lives, yet I agonized over ending it.

“I started writing this memoir 25 years
ago, but I took it out and put it away sev-

eral times because of the horrible things I
had to remember well enough to write
about them. When I retired from teach-
ing, I made my first writing project about
the four years I spent loving Suzie.” 

Martha Miller

Whitney Scott
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The Society’s annual dues cover mail-
ings and other organizational expenses,
but the Society always needs 
additional money for programs such as
the awards at the annual May book
awards banquet. 

Thanks to Carol Adorjan, Stan “Tex”

Banash, Ann Bausum, Richard
Bessette, Merv Block, Ray Boomhower,
Steven Burgauer, Crystal Chan, Cecelia
Cygnar, Robert K. Elder, Elizabeth
Fama, Robert Follett, Marianne
Forrest, Thomas Frisbie, Eldon Ham,
Sue Harrison, D. Leigh Henson, Linda
Gartz, Richard Lindberg, Charles
Masters, Trevy McDonald, Milton

Nieuwsma, Carolyn Splear Pratt, Peggy
Reiff Miller, Marcia Z. Nelson, Robert
Nelson, Stella Pevsner, Prospect Park
Alliance co-workers of Felicity Frisbie,
Carl Fisher Saller, Bernard Sieracki,
Dick Simpson, Scott Turow, Donna
Solecka Urbikas and John Wasik, who
made recent contributions.recent contribu-
tions.

Literary Largess
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tive wonder of stars weaves throughout
many of the works. 

“Abbey Interrante’s charming ‘I See the
Moon and the Moon Sees Me’ is a love
letter to astronomy deftly balanced
against a love-hate relationship with a
particular telescope. With the timely
‘Peppers and Greens,’ by Grazina Smith,
an immigrant journeys from Brazil to
America in the hope of providing a better
future for his young family. Outrider’s
anthology series continues to curate
diverse voices, offering ample interpreta-
tions of the infinite beauty, power, and
mystery of the stars.”

TWO NEW BOOKS

Marlene Targ Brill has published two
new books. 

Picture Girl (Golden Alley Press, Sep.t
18, 2018) is the story of how a young
artist saved her Jewish family from being
deported to Ukraine and certain death in
the pogroms of the early 1920s. It is
based on the true story
of Louise Dunn
Yochim, art supervisor
for the Chicago Public
Schools.

From the publisher:
“An independent,
feisty girl, Luba drew
constantly – after
school, in storm shel-
ters where her family
hid from the murderous Cossacks, and on
the SS Estonia on their way to America.
By the time they finally saw the Statue of
Liberty, Luba and her family had suffered
violence, injuries, illnesses, and a storm
at sea.  

From the publisher: “We know [Huerta]
as a tireless advocate for the rights of
farmworkers, Mexican American immi-
grants, women, and LGBTQ populations.
And we know her as the recipient of the
Presidential Medal of Freedom from
Barack Obama in 2012.

“Before all that, though, Huerta was a
child in the farming community of
Stockton, California, and then a teenager
whose teachers underestimated her
because she was Chicana.”

Marlene Targ
Brill

“Once they were safely on Ellis Island,
things turned bleak again. ... Then a
guard saw Luba’s drawing of President
Woodrow Wilson, and everything
changed.”

Dolores Huerta Stands Strong: The
Woman Who Demanded Justice (Ohio
University Press (August 16, 2018) tells
the story of Dolores Huerta as the
cofounder, with Cesar Chavez, of the
National Farmworkers Association, which
later became the United Farm Workers of
America. 

LATEST BOOK

A Lady Has the Floor: Belva Lockwood
Speaks Out for Women's Rights (Calkins
Creek, Jan. 30, 2018) is Kate
Hannigan’s latest book. 

From the publisher: “Activist Belva
Lockwood never stopped asking herself
the question Are women not worth the
same as men? She had big dreams and
didn't let anyone stand in her way – not
her father, her law school, or even the
U.S. Supreme Court. She fought for
equality for women in the classroom, in
the courtroom, and in politics. In her
quest for fairness and parity, Lockwood
ran for President of the United States,
becoming the first woman on the ballot.” 
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This is Part 27 of the history of the
Society. 

The SMA's president from 1955-57
was Van Allen Bradley (1913-
1984), a rare-book dealer who

owned the Heritage Book Shop in
Chicago (later Van Allen Bradley Inc.)
and wrote the syndicated column, "Gold
in Your Attic." 

The Alabama native also taught at
Northwestern University's Medill School
of Journalism and worked as an editor at
the Chicago Daily News. 

In addition to rare-book price guides
and collections of his column, he wrote
Music for the Millions: The Kimball
Piano and Organ Story. “It was common
for him to read two books a day and pol-
ish off a novel in three hours,” an
Associated Press article noted.

As president, “he longed for the prestige
which would come with awards to offer,”
former Society President Alice
Gerstenberg recalled. 

He insisted that the SMA find someone
to donate money for an award, and
Adeline Pynchon persuaded the "gra-
cious and generous"
Gordon L. Monsen,
president of the
Monsen Typographers,
to fund a $500 award
named after his grand-
father, who'd founded
a Chicago typesetting
company in 1887. 

Speaking at the 1957
awards banquet at the Fortnightly Club,
Gordon Monsen remarked, “It is hoped
that other corporations will add to
the fund for something that should
have been done long ago – honor-
ing the best creative writing by
an author in or native of the 12-
state Midland Authors region.”

The judges for the first award
in 1957 included author and
columnist Vincent Starrett,
Pulitzer Prize winner Pearl S. Buck
and New York Herald Tribune liter-
ary critic John K. Hutchins. 

The first winner was historian
Bruce Catton, who was born in
Petoskey, Michigan, who won for his

book This Hallowed Ground: A History of
the Civil War, which the Chicago Sun-
Times has called “a classic work” and

“the best single-volume
treatment of the Civil
War.”

In his acceptance
speech, Catton said, "I
suspect that I have
always been writing
about the Middle West
and specifically about
the town where I spent

my childhood. All of the old men in the
town when I was a child had been in

the Civil War, and when they got
back to Petoskey they gave a
tone and a character to the
town. Their talk made the
Civil War seem very close.
Our cemetery on a hillside
was a good deal like the
cemetery at Gettysburg, they

used to tell us boys, and that
battle was often lived again for

us.”
Catton told his fellow

authors that he'd tried writing
fiction but had discovered that history
was his true calling. 

“Back in the '30s, I wrote a novel about
the Civil War,” he said. “After 100 pages
I realized it was God-awful, and that I
really wanted to write about not made-up,
but real, people. Since then this is what I
have tried to do. I just what I know peo-
ple said and did and it never occurs to me
that the result will be called history.” 

According to SMA member Fanny
Butcher's report in the Tribune, Catton
“closed his moving speech with the
admonition to his fellow writers that it is
their responsibility to have the vision of
what life can mean to all mankind, and to
put it into words that others can share.” 

Catton won the Monsen Award for a
second time in 1962, capturing it for his
book The Coming Fury. 

I suspect that I have
always been writing
about the Middle West
and specifically the town
where I spend my child-
hood.

“

How SMA started annual book awards

Literary
Lore

Robert
Loerzel

Bruce Catton

”

Van Allen Bradley (left), literary editor of the Chicago Daily News and president
of the Society of Midland Authors, at a 1956 SMA luncheon with Preston Bradley,
pastor of the Peoples Church (center), and Melvyn Douglas (right), who played
the role of Henry Dunmore, a takeoff on lawyer and SMA member Clarence
Darrow in the play “Inherit the Wind.” 

–Bruce Catton, 1957
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A rooftop discussion about short stories

SMA Program Chair Greg Borzo with Lynn Sloan, a panelist at
the Sept. 11 event, and Shanti Nagarkatti. (Thomas Frisbie photos)

After the Sept. 11 Society program on the writing
of short stories, the panelists, SMA members and
book enthusiasts in the audience repaired to the

nearby Plymouth Grill rooftop to continue the discus-
sion.

In October, the SMA will return to the Cliff Dwellers,
for a program on Write Across Chicago, an effort by the
Illinois Writing Project and co-sponsored by the SMA,
with panelists Michele Weldon, Craig Sautter, Linda
Nemec Foster and Michael Raleigh (See Page 9).

Mark your calendar for Oct. 9. The social hour will be
6 p.m. to 7 p.m., when the panel will begin.

The November program, also at the Cliff Dwellers,
will analyze the midterm elections. The panelists will be
Dick Simpson, Greg Hinz, Betty O’Shaughnessey and
Don Rose. 

Mark your calender for Nov. 13, one week after the
election.

ABOVE: Linda
Buyer and

Herb Stenson.
RIGHT: SMA

Board Member
Dick Simpson

and former
SMA President
Craig Sautter. 

ABOVE: Saied
Idris and
Maryse
Meijer, a pan-
elist at the
Sept. 11 event.
LEFT: Dana
and Sarin
Nitzoy. 
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Michael Barsa, the author of the novel
The Garden of Blue Roses (Underland
Press, 2018), has written on environmen-
tal policy for the Chicago Tribune and the

Chicago Sun-Times.
His short fiction has
appeared in Sequoia. 

Barsa also teaches
environmental and nat-
ural resources law and
is co-director of the
environmental law
concentration at
Northwestern
University,

He was nominated by Jim Merriner
and Edward “Ted” McClelland.

Jeff W. Huebner is an award-winning
Chicago-based art writer, journalist, free-
lancer and author who's been published in
dozens of national, regional, local and
visual art publications. He also has been a
Chicago Reader contributor 25 years,

He is a Creative Capital/Warhol

Foundation Art Writers Grant recipient,
2012, and also an inaugural Rabkin
Foundation Award for Visual Arts Journal-
ism recipient, 2017 as well as a five-time
finalist in arts reporting/criticism (non-
daily) category of the Peter Lisagor Awards

for Exemplary Journ-
alism, Chicago Head-
line Club, 1998-2012.

He is author of Walls
of Prophecy and
Protest: William
Walker and the Roots
of a Revolutionary
Public Art Movement
(Northwestern Univer-
sity Press, forthcom-
ing, 2019); Murals:

The Great Walls of Joliet (Friend of
Community Public, 2001), and Urban Art
Chicago: A Guide to Community Murals,
Mosaics, and Sculptures (Ivan R. Dee,
2000) with Olivia Gude. 

He was nominated by Thomas Frisbie.

Wyatt Townley, poet laureate of
Kansas emerita, has just published her

fourth collection of poems, Rewriting the
Body (Stephen F. Austin State University
Press, 2018). Her other books of poems
include: The Breathing Field (Little,
Brown & Company, 2002), Perfectly
Normal  (The Smith, 1990), and The
Afterlives of Trees (Woodley Press,
2011), a Kansas Notable Book and winner

of the Nelson Poetry
Book Award. Her
work has been fea-
tured in U.S. Poet
Laureate Ted Kooser’s
“American Life in
Poetry,” read by
Garrison Keillor on
NPR, and published in
journals ranging from
The Paris Review to

Newsweek. In her two-year term as state
poet laureate, she traveled 10,000 miles
giving programs across Kansas and edited
a weekly newspaper column,
“HomeWords,” syndicated in newspapers
statewide.

She was nominated by Joseph Gustaitis
and David Harrison. 

Wyatt Townley

New Members

Michael Barsa Jeff W.
Huebner
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