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Authors’ success ‘is not
anointed from on high’

James Conroyd Martin’s The Boy
Who Wanted Wings in April won the 2017
Independent Publisher Book Awards gold
medal in the Military/Wartime category.
The contest, which bills itself as “The
world's largest international and regional
book awards competition,” is intended
“to bring increased recognition to the
thousands of exemplary independent, uni-

versity and self-pub-
lished titles published
each year.” ... On May
22, Cynthia
Clampitt’s Midwest
Maize: How Corn
Shaped the U.S.
Heartland, Desiree
Cooper’s Know the
Mother and Robert K.
Elder’s Hidden
Hemingway won hon-
orable mentions in the

2017 Eric Hoffer Awards. ... Thanks to
the Chicago Cubs ending their century-
long World Series drought, baseball
author and historian Charles Billington
has been busy both locally and nationally.
He has given 10 pre-
sentations on the
Cubs and their histo-
ry since the Series
ended. Also, U.S.
News & World
Report contacted
Charles at the end of
the season, asking
him to write an op-ed
on Chicago and the
World Series, which
appeared in the Nov. 4, 2016 edition. ...
John Wasik writes to say, “I just discov-
ered my work was extensively referenced
in David Garrow's best-selling new book,
Rising Star, on the early days of Barack
Obama. He cited my reporting at the
long-defunct Daily Calumet, specifically
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The Society of Midland Authors’
annual book awards are part of a
special world that helps authors to

succeed, master of ceremonies Keir
Graff said at the SMA’s May 9 dinner at
the Cliff Dwellers Club in Chicago. 

“The literary role is not powered by
agencies announcing six-figure deals at
publishers’ lunches,” said Graff, who is
an author, the execu-
tive editor of Booklist
and co-host of
Publishing Cocktails.
“Success is not anoint-
ed on high. It is a
group effort.

“It starts with the
writer’s willingness to
think of himself or her-
self as a writer and not
a capital-A author, to be someone who
hones his or her craft hour after hour and
day after day without being distracted by
juvenile fantasies of fame. 

“The battle to help [authors] succeed is
fought block by block by the foot soldiers
of the literary world: librarians and book-
sellers, organizers of readings, publicists
and sales reps, reviews and bloggers,
readers – especially readers – and region-
al literary societies.” 

Graff is author of two middle-grade
novels, including The Matchstick Castle,
and novels for adults, most recently the
thriller The Price of Liberty, and also is
co-editor of  Montana Noir, coming in
September from Akashic Books. He said

all authors know the loneliness of cre-
ation.

“We are here to reward a select few
writers for their literary accomplishments
and to encourage all writers to keep
going,” he said. “ ... Book awards are
important because with them we say to
the writer, ‘Even if you never get a five-,
four- or even three-figure advance, your
words matter. Tonight’s awards matter all
the more because they
are conferred by fellow
writers.”

The winner in the
Adult Fiction category
was Desiree Cooper
of Southfield,
Michigan, for Know
the Mother (Wayne
State University
Press).

Judge Eckhard Gerdes said Know the
Mother is full of poignant scenes “and

[Cooper] has that rare
ability to use language
to show us the heart.”

Addressing the
assembled authors,
Cooper joked, “This
book took me 20
years, and it’s what?
Twenty pages long?”

The honorees in the
category were
Margaret Luongo of

Oxford, Ohio, for History of Art: Stories
(Louisiana State University Press);
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my coverage of the closing of Wisconsin
Steel (200-plus articles) on the Southeast
Side in the early 1980s. (Garrow won the
Pulitzer for his bio on Martin Luther
King). I'm continuing to speak about my
book on Nikola Tesla, Lightning Strikes,
and will be talking about it at the
American Library Association show at
McCormick Place on June 24. I've
booked numerous speaking engagements
related to the book well into 2018. My
next book (co-authored) is on investor
protection – Waging War on Wall Street –
which will be out in October. I'm also
working on a book titled Automation
Nation, about the past, present and future
of labor and human skills in the automa-
tion age.” ... Patrick T. Reardon recently
wrote op-eds for the Chicago Tribune
("The heartbreaking death of Johnny
Lindquist brought better child abuse
laws," May 19) and Crain's Chicago
Business ("We're counting on Tribune's
publisher to save Chicago journalism,"
May 25) as well as an article in National
Catholic Reporter ("Ethicist sees 'Joy of
Love' as call-out for family, justice,"
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Darryl Pinckney, an Indianapolis native
who now lives in New York, for Black

Deutschland (Farrar,
Straus and Giroux),
and Louise Erdrich
of Loring Station,
Minnesota, for
LaRose (Harper).

“We loved the keen
eye, the characters
and the delightful
sounds that reveal a
true passion for writ-
ing that we saw in

Margaret Luongo’s [book],” Gerdes said.
“And Louise Erdrich’s LaRose – we were
deeply impressed by the power and inspi-
ration of her story and her wonderful abil-
ity to always write the significant.”

Of Black
Deutschland, he said,
“We marveled at the
skillful sentences and
acute attention to lan-
guage that furthered
the deep and impor-
tant story.” 

Luongo said, “The
stories in my books
are a little bit strange,
especially this one,

and that is one of the benefits of working
for a pretty small publisher. You can pret-
ty much write whatever you want. It is
nice to be appreciated for doing what I
want to do.”

The other judges for
Adult Fiction were
Stephen Sposato and
David MacLean.

In Adult Nonfiction,
the winner was Ethan
Michaeli of Chicago
for The Defender:
How the Legendary
Black Newspaper
Changed America
(Houghton Mifflin

Harcourt).
Judge Susan Croce Kelly said The

Defender “is a page-turner. It’s absolutely
un-put-downable. And that’s saying a lot
for a 600-page book.”

Michaeli said the story of the Chicago
Defender newspaper “is a story for all of
us. It is a story in which all of us are

involved. ... They built up a media institu-
tion that really was able to change history.

That story is just as
relevant to our strug-
gles today.”

The honorees were
Katherine Zoepf, a
former Cincinnati resi-
dent who lives in New
York, for Excellent
Daughters: The Secret
Lives of Young Women
Who Are Transforming
the Arab World

(Penguin Press); Mark Johnson and
Kathleen Gallagher
of Milwaukee for One
in a Billion: The Story
of Nic Volker and the
Dawn of Genomic
Medicine (Simon &
Schuster), and Natalie
Y. Moore of Chicago
for The South Side: A
Portrait of Chicago
and American
Segregation (St.
Martin’s Press).

Of Excellent
Daughters, Judge Kim
Hiltwein said, “These
vignettes present the
young women of the
Arab world as feisty,
smart and influential.” 

One in a Billion, she
said, “predicts the
future of medicine ...
presented in accessible language.”

In The South Side, she said, Moore,
“transports the reader
into the South Side she
knows through the
examination of house,
education and food.
With her own story
masterfully interwov-
en, Ms. Moore draws
the reader into her
life.”

Accepting her
award, Moore thanked

the Society for the recognition. 
The other judge for Adult Nonfiction

was Libby Hellmann.  
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April 24). In addition, his book of poems,
Requiem for David (See Literary Latest,
March 2017), was nominated by his pub-
lisher Silver Birch Press for a Pulitzer
Prize and a National Book Award. ...
Martha Miller’s short story “Skin to
Skin” was a finalist for The Lascaux
Prize. Her story will be published in the

2017 Lascaux Prize
Anthology. ... David
Radavich gave a ple-
nary presentation titled
“Fertile Frame: On
Thomas Wolfe and the
American Midwest” at
the annual Thomas
Wolfe Society Meeting
held on May 18-19 in

Indianapolis. David writes to say, “No
one has hitherto thought to explore the
Midwestern elements in the works of this
quintessentially Southern author, but the
American heartland played a surprisingly
important role in Wolfe's childhood and
later years.” ... Julie Hyzy will publish a
new thriller in 2018 with Calexia Press, a
new traditional publisher headquartered
in Chicago with an emphasis on fiction in
the thriller and mys-
tery genres. ... Susan
Croce Kelly will talk
about “The Road that
Runs Through
Everyone's Life” on
Sept. 17 at the
Lawrence County,
Missouri, Historical
Society. On Dec. 14,
she will speak at
Peachtree Village in
Holiday Island, Arkansas, and on April
12, she will talk about Route 66 at the
Allen, Texas, Public Library's Cultural
Arts series, with the talk later broadcast
over the city's public access television
station and YouTube. "For an old high-
way that was bypassed beginning in
1956, interest in Route 66 just keeps
growing," says Kelly. "Reportedly 2 mil-
lion people travel the highway end-to-end
every year, and those travelers are as like-
ly to be Asians or Europeans as
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Martha Miller

In Biography & Memoir, the winner
was Mary Wisniewski of Chicago for
Algren: A Life (Chicago Review Press).

The honorees were Ken Ilgunas, a for-
mer Benedict, Nebraska, resident who
lives near Greensboro, North Carolina, for 
Trespassing Across America: One Man’s
Epic, Never-Done-Before (and Sort of
Illegal) Hike Across the Heartland (Blue
Rider Press); Todd Mayfield of Chicago
(with Travis Atria), for Traveling Soul:
The Life of Curtis Mayfield (Chicago
Review Press), and Donna Solecka
Urbikas of Chicago for My Sister’s
Mother: A Memoir of War, Exile, and
Stalin’s Siberia (University of Wisconsin
Press). 

Judge Ronne Hartfield said My Sister’s
Mother “is very important because what
she documents is not just the carefully
researched history of her mother and sis-
ter as they lived through terrible trials and
traumas [during World War II], and her
personal life as an American without that
kind of vivid experience, but also a differ-
ent kind of trauma, a quieter trauma of
being excluded form the family narrative.
That is something that many of us can
talk about, think about, live with, from
very different perspective.” 

Urbikas said said of her book, “This has
been a work in progress for 30 years on
and off.”  

Hartfield said the judges found
Traveling Soul is “equally a story of a
kind of trauma and the impact of that
trauma on the family. It is also a celebra-
tion of kind of a victory over every kind
of imaginable obstacle. ... [It is] beautiful-
ly done, very engaging.” 

Judge Robert Remer said Ilgunas,
author of Trespassing Across America is a
“very bright, determined and good writer
with a really, really interesting narrative.

... It was a great yarn with meaningful
lessons.”

Of  Wisniewski’s Algren: A Life, Remer
said, “Her book has cast a wide net not
only over Algren’s literary history, both
known and unknown, but also she foraged
into his personal life to get a greater
understanding of this really irascible and
hard to understand radical of his day. ...
This is a really, really important book.” 

Wisniewski said, “[Algren] understood
and predicted so many of the problems
we are seeing today – this increased gap
in our country between the rich and the
poor and how the poor
can turn on each other.
... One of the pleasures
of having written this
book is getting emails
from people saying,
‘You know, I haven’t
read Algren in a while
or I never read him,
and now I am going to
read him.”

The remaining judge for Biography &
Memoir was Jerry Apps.

In Children’s Fiction, the winner was
Pete Hautman of Golden Valley,

Minnesota, for The
Forgetting Machine
(Simon & Schuster). 

The honoree was
Meg Fleming, a for-
mer Fox River Grove,
Illinois, resident who
lives in San Francisco,
for I Heart You
(Simon & Schuster).

Judge Marlene Targ
Brill, who also coordi-

nated the Society’s awards ceremony, said
I Heart You is “81 words of pure joy. The
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Americans." ... Jonathan Eig, who has
been writing a book about the life of
Muhammad Ali over the past four years,
has  recorded a series of podcast episodes
telling some of the amazing, sad and
funny stories behind the story of the
book, which is titled Ali: A Life. Also, Jon
will be among the authors appearing at
the Oct. 13-15 Southern Festival of
Books in Nashville. Jack Driscoll also
will appear at the festival. ... Sixty-three
people turned out June 25 for Rich
Lindberg’s “Devils in the White City and
Beyond” at the Elgin (Illinois) Public

Library. ... David Clark gave a program
on historic Route 66 on July 26 at the
Niles-Maine (Illinois) District Library. ...
SMA 2017 book awards judge Jill
Baumgaertner is retiring after 37 years
at Wheaton (Illinois) College as professor
of English, including four years as vice-
chair of the faculty, and 16 years as dean
of humanities and theological studies.
She also hosted the Writing and
Literature Conference and coordinated
the Literary Writing Contest, and served
as president of the Conference on
Christianity and Literature. She will con-
tinue as poetry editor of the The Christian
Century. ... Ruth Spiro will read and sign
books from the “Baby Loves Science”
series at the American Writer’s Museum,
Children’s Literature Gallery, Sept. 12 at
10:30 a.m. Titles will include: Baby

Biblio File
Continued from Page 3

LITERARY LICENSE, JUNE-AUGUST 2017

Turn to Page 5

David Clark at the Niles-Maine District
Library on July 26. (Photo by Dorothea
Frisbie)

three [judges] envisioned an adult snug-
gled up with a young child, connecting in
a way that few books would encourage. ...
This book evokes emotion, sensitivity and
love.”

Judge Mary
Losure was not pres-
ent, so Brill read
Losure’s description
of The Forgetting
Machine: “This is a
wacky but believable
tale for middle-
graders, set in the
cleverly imagined
future world.” 

The third judge in
the category, longtime SMA member
Patricia McKissack, died in April after
completing the judging (See Literary
License, May 2017).

In Children’s Nonfiction, the winner
was David L. Harrison of Springfield,
Missouri, for Now You See Them, Now
You Don’t (Charlesbridge Publishing). 

Judge Suzanne Slade said Now You See
Them, Now You Don’t has “clever, won-
derful poems about
creatures that hide,
and it is also beauti-
fully illustrated.”

Commenting on the
number of other
authors who, during
the course of the
evening, talked about
how long it to get
their books pub-
lished, Harrison said,
“It feels so cheap; the
longest I’ve ever
worked on a book for
children is 10 years.”

Harrison said his
undergraduate degree
was in zoology and
his graduate work
was in the study of
parasites. 

“This was my 92nd
book, and many
many of them are informed by my science
background. ... If we are going to write
for young people we absolutely have to
get it right. If we tell it wrong, those kids

are going to remember that forever as
being right.”

Harrison now is working on a book
aimed at teachers to help them “prepare
kids before they begin writing.”

The honorees were Jeff Gall and
Micah Gall of
Missouri for Buck
O’Neil: Baseball’s
Ambassador
(Truman State
University Press) and
April Pulley Sayre
of South Bend,
Indiana, for The
Slowest Book Ever
(Boyds Mill Press).

Slade said Buck
O’Neil “is a wonderful book.” Of The
Slowest Book Ever, Slade said, “This is
just a clever book with surprising facts
about, as it says, anything and everything
slow.” 

Sayre said the book “actually lived up
to its title” because it took long to pub-
lish. A book editor wanted to publish it a
decade and a half ago, but “she couldn't
get it through acquisitions there, and it
was my third most rejected book.”   

Finally, a publisher asked her which of
her unpublished works she most wanted
to see in print. She chose The Slowest
Book Ever, and Boyds Mill published it,
even hiring the original editor. 

“Don’t give up,”
Sayre said. “Don’t
compost those manu-
scripts yet.”

The other judges
for Children’s
Nonfiction were Pat
Kummer and
Andrea Warren.

For Poetry, the win-
ner was Tyehimba
Jess of Chicago for
Olio (Wave Books). After the Society
announced the award, Jess won the
Pulitzer Prize for poetry as well.

Judge Jill Baumgaertner said of Olio,
“This collection is like nothing we have
ever read. Mr. Jess creates an entire uni-
verse of African-American life from the
time of the Civil War to the the 1930s. It
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Loves Quantum Physics!, Baby Loves
Thermodynamics!, Baby Loves Aerospace
Engineering! and Baby Loves Quarks!
Books will be available for purchase. The
museum is at 180 North Michigan
Avenue, seconnd
Floor. ... Carol Ascher
was scheduled to take
part in the Sharon
(Connecticut) Summer
Book Signing on Aug.
4. ... SMA 2017 book
awards judge Jerry
Apps, John Galligan,
B.J. Hollars, Patricia
Skalka and Benjamin Percy are among
the authors scheduled to appear at the
Oct. 9-15 Fox Cities (Wisconsin) Book
Festival. Jerry also spoke about his latest
book Aug. 5 at the Rhinelander
(Wisconsin) District Library. He was also
scheduled to discuss it on Wisconsin
Public Radio on Aug. 15. (See Literary
Latest, Page 11). ... Rich Lindberg
reminds true crime authors to submit pro-
posals about historic crime in Illinois to
Southern Illinois University Press, atten-
tion Sylvia Frank Rodrigue at sylvia@sil-
verlining.com or 508-297-2162. ... Alice
Dreger was quoted in the July 23
Sacramento Bee. ... Jan Greenberg and
her husband, Ronald – who founded the
Greenberg Gallery in St. Louis – were
scheduled to be hon-
ored July 13 with
Anderson Ranch Arts
Center's Service to the
Arts Award at the
Ranch's annual
Recognition Dinner in
Aspen, Colorado. The
Aspen Times wrote,
“Jan Greenberg has
been getting kids
excited about contemporary art for more
than 25 years.” ... In conjunction with the
School of the Arts the July 29 Chicago
Tribune quoted Haki Madhubuti in a
story about Chicago’s 1967 “Wall of
Respect.” Also, Haki was one of the
authors featured at the 14th annual
Tulisoma: South Dallas Book Fair and

Continued from Page 4is highly original, testing the limits of lan-
guage in ways that open new angles of
vision. It is, as its title suggests, a hodge
podge, a sometimes raucous, always
piercingly intelligent collection of
poems.”

As for the Pulitzer awarded after the
SMA judges announced their decision,
Baumgaertner joked, “Remember,
Tyehinmba, we loved you first. And the
Pulitzer committee got the idea from us.”

Jess said, “It’s great to be able to hold
the book in my hands after working on it

for seven-and-a-half
or eight years or so,
and it is even better
to be here with this
illustrious crew,
standing in tradition
of an author from the
Midlands.”

The honorees were
John Koethe of
Milwaukee for The
Swimmer (Farrar

Straus Giroux) and Vi Khi Nao of South
Bend, Indiana, for The Old Philosopher
(Nightboat Book).

Of The Old Philosopher,
Baumgaertner, said,
“This is a book of
history, of biblical
illusion. ... It is about
lust, about love,
about Vietnam. It’s
poetry, it is prose that
is poetry, it is risk, it
is experimental, yet
somehow so
approachable and
immediate. It is about
all a quest for self-identity.

“The Swimmer is is a great book just to
sit down and to read from beginning to
end without stopping. It is quite an invit-

ing book.” ... [Koethe] writes the best cat
poem I have read, and I don’t like cats.
He writes about death. He stares unflinch-
ingly at the grim reality of human efforts
that fade with time.” 

The other judges for Poetry were
Rosina Neginsky and Joshua Corey.

Commenting on the number of award
winners who spent years bringing their
books to print, emcee
Graff said,
“Perseverance [is] a
common theme
tonight.”

In presenting the
James Friend
Memorial Award for
Literary and Dramatic
Criticism to Rick
Kogan, Beverly
Friend said Kogan
“is a renaissance man of journalism.” 

Kogan, columnist and reporter for the
Chicago Tribune, author, and host of
“After Hours” on WGN-AM radio, talked
about John Bartlow Martin, the subject
of a biography by Ray E. Boomhower
that won the 2016 SMA Biography &
Memoir Award. 

“He deserves to be remembered as one
of the greatest nonfiction writers in histo-
ry. He’s a guy who found light in words.
... I think he created the most successful
free-lance career that could ever be imag-
ined. Martin’s genius was in the details
and his observational skills,” Kogan said.

Kogan bemoaned the amount of excess
attention that goes to books written by
popular sports figures compared with that
given to writers who contribute much
more.

As for himself, Kogan said, “My life is
a life of words, my life is people like you
who share that passion and that aim, that
joy and that agony.”
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Dues cover mailings and other organi-
zational expenses, but the Society always
needs additional money for programs
such as the awards at the annual May
banquet. Thanks to these members who

made contributions since the last newslet-
ter:  

Bernard Brommel, Anna Nessy
Perlberg, Dick Simpson, Judith Fradin,
Lisa Holton and Michael Ebner.

SMA Support
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Art Festival Aug. 25-26. ... Harry Mark
Petrakis wrote an essay titled “Three
lives from the 1930s” for the July 12

Chicago Sun-Times. ...
The St. Louis Post-
Dispatch included
April Pulley Sayre’s
Let’s Go Nuts: Seeds
We Eat on a list of
“nutritious book choic-
es.” ... “When a war is
over, it takes another
10 years for a war to
be really over,” Chris

Abani told The Guardian in a story pub-
lished July 27. “And so I grew up in the
detritus of that war; it is something that
has haunted me for a long time.” ... Dan
Gerber is one of seven authors who will
appear during the fall
National Writers
Series in Traverse
City, Michigan. He
will read and be inter-
viewed by Michael
Delp at Bluewater
Hall, 13424 SW
Bayshore Drive on
Oct. 27 at 7 p.m. ...
Dennis Hinrichsen in
August read with a
large group of Michigan poets in support
of the New Issues’ anthology Poetry in
Michigan/Michigan in Poetry, edited by

Jack Ridl, at the
Leland Township
(Michigan) Library.
Also, in May Dennis
was selected as
Lansing’s first Poet
Laureate and will
serve into early 2019.
... In a July 17 story on
food processing and
manufacturing in

Chicago, Marketplace.org quoted
Dominic Pacyga about growing up near
the city’s stockyards: “I remember as a
kid we had this little rhyme: Roses are
red, violets are blue, the stockyard stinks
and so do you.” ... Edward “Ted”
McClelland presented “How to Speak
Midwestern” Aug. 9 at Magers and Quinn
Booksellers in Minneapolis. On Aug. 13,

Continued from Page 5

he had an event at Zenith Bookstore, a
new store in Duluth. ... Gail Lukasik was
the featured author at the AuthorFest book

festival  Aug. 5, at the
Round Lake Beach
(Illinois) Cultural &
Civic Center. ... In July
and August, Gary
Moore wrote a three-
part series for the
Kankakee (Illinois)
Daily Journal, where
he iArts a columnist,

headlined: “How selling vacuums created
a sweeping change.” ... Gloria Whelan
reviewed  States of Motion by Laura
Hulthen Thomas May 15 on WUOM-FM.
... In reviewing Greg Borzo’s Chicago’s
Fabulous Fountains, Rick Kogan said in
the July 31 Chicago Tribune, “He knows
more about Chicago’s public fountains
than anyone you could
imagine.” ... On
WCBU radio on Aug.
4, James Plath said
both media outlets and
news consumers are to
blame for the ethical
struggles currently fac-
ing journalists. ...
Former SMA Board
Member Cheryl Reed
(See Literary Latest, Page 11) in May
signed a contract as a tenure-track assis-
tant professor with Syracuse University's
S.I. Newhouse School of Public
Communications. Also, Cheryl wrote
“The booming Soviet tourist industry in
radioactive Ukraine” for the Aug. 2 Kyiv
Post. ... In July, Linda Nemec Foster
judged the entries for poems about “The
Love of Food” in Michigan’s Tri-City
area. ... Keir Graff will be one of the fea-

tured authors at the
Missoula (Montana)
Public Library’s third
annual Youth Book
Festival Aug. 25-26. ...
Ken Ilgunas recorded
a video on signature-
reads.com titled
“Helping the Earth
must be a cultural

movement.” ... “The research for this
book [The Brain Defense] was a constant
journey of discovery and part of the fun,”
Kevin Davis told the History News

Network in a July 30 interview. ... John
Christgau writes to say: “ ‘The PayLess
Murders Podcast’ presents the story of the
longest old, cold triple homicide in
California. The podcast will make its
world premiere on Aug. 28. The podcast
was produced by Diamond Park
Productions and recorded in 2016-2017 at
Studio Circle Recordings, San Mateo,
California. The podcast was written and
directed by me. In telling the story, I drew
upon police records of the case and inter-
views with over 100 detectives, attorneys,
store employees, criminalists and fami-
lies. The case begins on Feb. 4, 1979,
with the grisly execution-style murder of
24-year-old Michael Olson, 17-year-old
Billy Baumgartner and 16-year-old Tracy
Anderson during a robbery at the huge
PayLess drug store in San Mateo, Cali-
fornia. The lead detective in the case is
Sgt. Larry Weissel, nicknamed “Side-
mouth” because he talks out of the side of
his mouth. Sidemouth makes it a personal
mission to find the killer of the three
young men. The main suspect is George
Alvan Bandy, a PayLess warehouseman
with a reputation for wannabe toughness
who describes his duties at the store as
that of a ‘Roving Turkey.’ Sidemouth dis-
covers that the Roving Turkey owns the
right gun – a .38 Smith & Wesson
Special. During a search of the Roving
Turkey’s apartment, Sidemouth and other
detectives find a box of bullets that match
those taken from the victims. Then the
Roving Turkey lies to Sidemouth about
the whereabouts of his .38 special gun
and his activities the night of the murders.
The eight-episode podcast is narrated by
Bay Area actor and director Allison
Gamlen. It will be released in weekly
episodes beginning on  Aug. 29. For feed-
back and sidebar stories, fans of the pod-
cast can contact the website thepayless-
murders.com, or  www.facebook.com/the-
paylesspodcast.” ... In a May 2 Q&A,
Laurie Lawlor told the Chicago Tribune,
“I really enjoy the investigation. I like
doing the research. If I could just do the
research and never write the book I'd be
happy. But I also like being transported. I
think that's a huge part of what writers 
do.”

Follow Biblio File on Twitter
@BiblioFile_SMA.

Dennis
Hinrichsen

James Plath

Cheryl Reed

Kevin  Davis

Dominic
Pacyga

Gary
Moore
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This is Part 19 of the history of the
Society. 

After the U.S. entered World War
II, the Society's September 1942
newsletter opened with this com-

ment: "In spite of war and destruction, we
have a few items to report at the start of
this new season." It went on to report the
typical sort of author news found in
newsletters, including authors' travels and
new books.

In the October 6, 1943, newsletter,
Adeline Pynchon wrote: "I thought I had
better get busy on this family letter since I
have so much information piling up, and
also before I become so busy with my
publicity work that I won't have time to
write you. … The number of books that
are being written and sold, seem to grow
instead of diminishing with the war…
Well, of course, I
could go on and on,
for all our members
are very active and
creative persons – but
the Government will
object to too much
usage of paper…"

In May 1944, the
SMA featured one of
its most unusual speak-
ers ever – a talking mynah named Raffles,
who belonged to SMA members Zetta
and Carveth Wells, "explorers" who'd
found him in the jungles of Southeast
Asia. The bird had co-starred in entertain-
ment events with Dorothy Lamour, per-
formed on a quiz show, and in a concert
with Bob Hope, Jack Benny and Dorothy
Lamour. 

"In all the annals of the Society of
Midland Authors … there never has been
a more fascinating guest of honor,"
Butcher reported in the Tribune. … He
answers questions, either with words or
sounds. When Zetta Wells asks him what
he thinks of the Hollywood girls he gives
a lusty GI wolf whistle." 

The couple's book, Raffles: The Bird
Who Thinks He is a Person, came out in
1945. In an Australian Women's Weekly
article, Zetta and Carveth Wells denied
reports that Raffles had nearly a million
dollars in his bank account. 

Mary Hastings Bradley (1882-1976),
who was SMA president from 1942 to
1944, wrote about her travels in places
such as Egypt, the Belgian Congo,
Sumatra and Indo-China in books includ-
ing Caravans and Cannibals, Trailing the
Tiger, Alice in Jungleland and Alice in

Elephantland. She also
wrote novels and short
stories, and she co-
authored an "as told
you" memoir by Reba
Lee, I Passed for
White. 

Her adventures
defied the sexist atti-
tudes of SMA founder
John Stahl, who

wrote: "No one, unless it was she,
dreamed that this almost frail looking
woman would penetrate where white
woman had not gone before in Africa to
live with the mountain pigmies and to
shoot lions, and then to India to shoot
tigers, and live to write books about her
adventures and discoveries."

An April 28, 1945, Chicago Sun article
revealed that Bradley would not preside
over a luncheon because she "was abroad
as a war correspondent with the WAC, but
is sending her greetings to be read." 

But the Chicago Daily News reported
that wartime censors took "several big
snips from her last letter" to the Society.
Bradley was working as a correspondent
for Colliers Magazine, reporting on
women in the military in Italy, France and
Germany. At the close of the war she
recounted her tour of concentration camps
in a series of magazine articles – and at an
SMA luncheon on June 23, 1945. Butcher

reported on the speech for the Tribune:

‘It turned out to be an overflow
meeting – overflowing in num-
bers, overflowing in emotions. For

Mrs. Bradley told of seeing things which
no one could be untouched by – of going
thru one German prison camp where
Germans themselves were confined, not
for resistance, but for disobedience to
Nazi edicts (usually minor infractions),
tortured, left to die of starvation, often
chained four together, with guards cal-
lously giving out bulletins to other prison-
ers on the progress of the slow death. One
prisoner had chiseled into the wall
"entered into hell this date." 

One man she spoke to said, when she
asked him why he was there, that his own
son, age 9, had denounced him to the
authorities because he had said that the
teachings of Christ were nobler than the
fuehrer's. 

One mother said plaintively to her,
"When authority comes back to papa and
mama, we can tell our children what is
right and wrong." 

Mrs. Bradley made the blood run cold
in her listeners by her pictures of the con-
centration camp and of German deliberate
sadism – 60,000 dead in one month in
Buchenwald! And she pointed out that no
propaganda could be invented that was as
bad as the truth.

(Bradley's husband, Herbert, helped
found the Brookfield Zoo, and their
daughter, Alice, who accompanied them
on many of their overseas journeys,
became an acclaimed science-fiction
author, writing under the pseudonym
James Tiptree Jr.). 

The Society during World War II

Literary
Lore

Robert
Loerzel

Mary Hastings Bradley
(1882-1976), who was SMA
president from 1942 to 1944,
wrote about her travels in
places such as Egypt, the
Belgian Congo, Sumatra, and
Indo-China.
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QUESTION TOOK YEAR TO ANSWER

The latest collection of classic photos
culled by Richard Cahan and Michael
Williams is Chicago: Classic
Photographs (CityFiles Press, May 9,
2017).

Among the important photographers
from Chicago whose work appears in the
book are Harry Callahan, Aaron Siskind
and Art Shay. The book’s images range
from the Loop to the city's vast array of
neighborhoods.

Cahan writes to say: “Michael Williams
and I were on a long car trip, talking
about photography. We both decided that
a 1969 photo taken by Jonas Dovydenas
of an ironworker high up on the John
Hancock Building was the most classic
photograph ever taken of Chicago. The
picture has everything. It makes you
think you are near the end of a steel
beam, looking out at the city below.

“So what are the other classic photo-
graphs? The question took us about a
year to answer. We tracked down dozens
of photographers, looked through thou-
sands of photographs, and set each photo
in context. We were determined to show
photographs from all genres: photojour-
nalism, fine art, commercial, experimen-
tal. We relied on the work of well-known
photographers to student photographers.
We reached back to 1905 (photos from
the 19th century did not give a feel of the
Chicago we know today) and went all the
way to photos taken last year. Some of

SHATTERING LINGERING MYTHS

As readers of recent issues of Literary
License know, Edward F. Gordon, along
with co-author David Ramsay, set out to
take a different look at D-Day, one that
highlights the internal conflicts among
the Allies.

Divided on D-Day: How Conflicts and
Rivalries Jeopardized the Allied Victory
at Normandy (Prometheus Books, Sept.
19, 2017) will come out in time for the
75th anniversary of D-Day in 2019.

Jonathan W. Jordan, author of Brothers,
Rivals, Victors and American Warlords,
says Gordan and Ramsay “storm history’s
beaches and shatter lingering myths about
the greatest amphibious invasion of all
time. Churchill, Eisenhower, Patton,
Montgomery and the rest receive an hon-
est appraisal by an exceptional British-
American team of historians. Rich in
detail, Divided on D-Day blends opera-
tional grandeur with the clashing person-
alities of Operation Overlord's leaders.”

Among the questions the authors
address are:

NEIU HISTORY

Rich Lindberg writes to say: “My 18th
book, Northeastern Illinois University:
The First 150 Years (Donning), will be
published on Sept. 2.  

“It commemorates the 150th anniver-
sary of the founding of the university as
the Cook County Normal School in Blue
Island back in 1867 and its progression to
Chicago Teacher's College South and
North and since 1960 Northeastern and
Chicago State on the original south cam-

Literary Latest the photographs are from glass-plate neg-
atives and some from iPhones. In
common, they all have a classic feel. And
they are all shown in black and white.

“People have responded really well
since the book came out. We had a party
earlier this year for the photographers,
who were thrilled to be included with the
likes of Henri Cartier-Bresson, Walker
Evans and Dorothea Lange (who all
stopped off in Chicago just long enough
to make classic images). The work is
sophisticated, but people nowadays are
quick and savvy consumers of photogra-
phy ... and they love pictures of Chicago.

“In total, we used about 225 classic
images from about 100 photographers.
We organized the book in a way that
SMA members will be very interested in.
The photographs are grouped in 10 chap-
ters that are named after chapters in Ben
Hecht's A Thousand and One Afternoons
in Chicago. He was the great chronicler
of the city, and we see this as a visual
chronicle.”

pus in Englewood.  
“Northeastern will mark the anniver-

sary with a weekend homecoming on
Sept. 15 and with a book signing.

“On Sept. 2, I will be on with Rick
Kogan at 10 p.m. with NEIU Acting
President Richard Helldobler.”

Lindberg began working on the book in
2011. 

Turn to Page 11
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Literary Latest

BASED ON AN HISTORICAL EXHIBIT

Carol Ascher's new book, based on an
historical exhibit she curated under the
same name for the Sharon Historical
Society, was launched on July 30.

Based on interviews, historical docu-
ments, and photos and interviews with
descendants, the book tells the story of
some 30 Russian Jewish families who,
with financial help from Baron Maurice
de Hirsch's Jewish Agricultural and
Industrial Aid Society, bought land in the
Ellsworth hills above Sharon starting in
1907 to try their hand at dairy farming.
When the land was too stony, they moved
10 miles away, near the train line in
Amenia, New York, where they built
boarding houses and hotels, turning
Amenia into a bustling kosher resort. 

A STORY OF FOOD

When Jerry Apps was growing up on a
Wisconsin farm in the 1930s and 1940s,
times were tough. Yet most folks living
on farms had plenty to eat. Preparing
food from scratch was just the way things
were done, and people knew what was in
their food and where it came from.
Delicious meals were at the center of
every family and social affair, whether it

‘WARM AND FUNNY’

In her new “warm, funny and occasion-
ally furious” book (Harper Perennial,
Aug. 1, 2017) , the Minneapolis Star-

‘AN AMBITIOUS BOOK’

In Cheryl Reed’s new book (Diversion
Publishing, Sept. 12, 2017) it’s the sum-
mer of 2008, and Chicago’s Hyde Park
senator is running for the White House,
the city is vying to host the 2016 Summer
Olympics and fentanyl-laced heroin has
killed more than 250 people. 

Privilege and politics collide when the
poisonous heroin starts targeting white
teenage girls from Democratic power-
house families. Natalie Delaney, a thirty-
something crime reporter, finds that her
obsession for the case may cost her
everything.

Earlier, Reed wrote to Literary License
to say, “Poison Girls is a literary sus-
pense set in Chicago during a recent pres-
idential election when daughters of politi-

What caused the two-month delay for
the Allied breakout from the Normandy
beachhead?

Why did the bulk of the German Army
escape from the Falaise Pocket? 

Who stopped Patton’s August 1944
advance into Germany? 

Why did it take so long to open the
Port of Antwerp, which was needed to
move required supplies for the Allies’
advance into Germany?

Author Alan Axelrod wrote, “This is
one of the most profound what-if books
written on World War II.”

Continued from Page 10

cal families are dying of fentanyl-laced
heroin until a reporter begins to track the
killer.”

SMA member Stuart Dybek wrote,
“An ambitious book, noirish, Dickensian
in a modern way, and rooted in the realis-
tic tradition. It tells a complex story.” 

be a threshing-day dinner with all the
neighbors, the end-of-school-year picnic,
or just a hearty supper after chores were
done. As Jerry writes, "For me food will
always be associated with times of good
eating, storytelling, laughter, and good-
hearted fun."

Apps wrote the book (Wisconsin
Historical Society Press) with his daugh-
ter Susan Apps-Bodilly.

Apps writes to say, “My seventh novel,
Dark As Thunder, to be published by
University of Wisconsin Press, is in
process. And [in early August], I signed a
contract with the Wisconsin Historical
Society Press for a book on Wisconsin’s
logging history.”

Turn to Page 12
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Tribune said, “Megan Stielstra maps
essential questions about art and the self:
questions about memory, assumption,
love and fear. . . .Stielstra is an evangelist
for story’s power to transform lives. . . .
Her sentences hum with the humor and
asides of oral storytelling.” 

The National Book Review said, “A star
of the Chicago story-telling scene, Stielstra
internalizes her engagement with the live
audience and translates it to the page with
a voice that is personal and candid, yet
neither nostalgic nor self-referential.  In
the four parts of this collection, each
devoted to a decade of her life, Stielstra
segues between quotidian concerns and
harrowing ones, like what objects to grab
as she and her son narrowly escape their
burning apartment building.” 

Ploughshares said, “The author of the
beloved Once I Was Cool returns this
summer with a fresh book of essays on
fear, and it couldn’t be more timely.”

Literary Latest

Continued from Page 11

A LABOR OF LOVE

Of this new book Keir Graff co-edit-
ed (Akashic Books, Sept. 5, 2017), he
writes, “Montana Noir is a labor of love
that's been a long time in the making. I
first met fellow Montanan James Grady,
author of the legendary Six Days of the
Condor, at the Montana Festival of the

Book in 2009. We stayed in touch (he was
kind enough to blurb my book The Price
of Liberty) and then began scheming about
pitching Akashic Books on a Montana-
focused volume of their wildly successful
Noir series. (It started with in 2004 with
Brooklyn Noir.) It took three tries in all:
first Jim pitched it, then I pitched it, then
we went all in on what we called the "last
best pitch" before the publisher gave us the
green light. They seem to be as happy with
the result as we are. Reviews have been
strong, and we'll be hitting the road in late
September for a five-city tour of Montana,
where we'll promote the book with as many
of the contributors as we can wrangle.”

Booklist wrote: "Terrific ... Montana
Noir is one of the high points in Akashic's
long-running and justly celebrated Noir
series ... Editors Grady and Graff's selec-
tions ... are all sharply attuned to their
settings and to the ways those varying
landscapes reflect the darkness within the
people who walk the streets or drive the
country roads." 

Publishers Weekly called it “thoroughly
entertaining.”


