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At the Society of Midland Authors’
Nov. 22 program, R.J. Nelson will
talk about his new book, Dirty
Waters: Confessions of Chicago's
Last Harbor Boss. The program
will be held at the Cliff
Dwellers: social hour start-
ing at 6 p.m. and the pro-

gram at 7
p.m. Mark
your calen-
dars. ... The
SMA will have
two tables at the
Nov. 13 Chicago
Book Expo at
Columbia
College. We offer
members free

two-hour spots from noon to 5
p.m. To sign up for a free book
signing and promotion spot,
contact Marlene Targ Brill at
marlenetbrill@comcast.net.
... Lin Enger, along with his
brother Leif Enger, has
released on Kindle the first
two titles — Comeback and
Swing — in their collabora-
tively written mystery
series, published under the
pseudonym L. L. Enger. The
series was originally pub-
lished by Pocket Books in the
1990s. ... Cyndee Schaffer
spoke at Jesse White's Salute to
Veterans: Preserving Their

Memories, Illinois
Veterans' History
Project at the Illinois
State Library in
Springfield, Illinois,
on Sept. 27. Also, the
Illinois Humanities
Council has selected
Cyndee to join its

Lin Enger

Cyndee Schaffer

Paving grace
Authors tell story of Route 66

BY THOMAS FRISBIE

The legendary Route 66
means many things to dif-
ferent people, but to resi-

dents of the small towns along its
path, it meant something more,

author Susan Croce Kelly
said at the Society of

Midland Authors Sept. 12 pro-
gram.

“Route 66 was always the
best show in town,” said Kelly,
who grew up in a small Missouri
town on the famous highway.

Residents of her town saw
touring circus caravans, a truck
carrying a giant mirror from New York
to California’s Mount Palomar

Observatory, and even Douglas
Fairbanks Jr. and Mary Pickford

motoring their way east one day.
“Believe me, in those little

Missouri

towns during the Depression we
didn’t see a lot of movie stars,”
Kelly said.  

Together with author David G.
Clark, Kelly discussed the high-
way history captured in the total of

four books the two authors
have written about Route 66. 

Besides its role as a specta-
cle, the road connecting Los
Angeles and Chicago also was
an economic lifeline, Kelly said.

“Route 66 was always about
money. It was about bringing
cash dollars, as they said, into
small towns in very hard

times,” said Kelly, author of Route 66:
The Highway and Its People and
Father of Route 66: The Story of Cy
Avery, “Those stories stayed with
me.” 
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A question also lingered in
her mind: “Why do people come
from all over the world, scrimp
and save, so that they can travel
down this road, which goes
through a whole lot of empty?” 

Part of the reason, she learned,
is that so many people feel a
personal connection to the road.

“Everybody has a story about
Route 66,” she said. 

The trip wasn’t always idyllic.
The national highway system
was organized in 1926. But in
the 1920s, traveling Route 66
required bringing extra tires,
tools, tents, frying pans and “a
great sense of adventure.” The
route wasn’t fully paved until
1937. Farmers kept mules in their barns
just to pull cars that had gone off the
road. 

The road remained a highly traveled
corridor until 1956, when Congress
enacted the Interstate Highway Act,
which was the beginning of the end for
Route 66.

“But as we all know, it didn’t go away,”
Kelly said.  

While working on her second book
about Cy Avery, known as the Father of
Route 66, Kelly got a lucky break when
she called a local librarian as part of her
research.

“When I spoke to the librarian ... she
asked if I would like to talk to Cy’s
granddaughter who happened to be in her
office,” Kelly said. “What a break.” 

Later, she also talked to two surviving
grandsons and several other relatives.

Clark, author of Route 66 in Chicago
and Exploring Route 66 in Chicagoland,
said his interest in Route 66 began when
he and his wife moved to Adams Street in
Chicago, along what had been part of the
old Route 66.

The early significance of Route 66 is
that it followed that same path people
were used to taking on railroads
between Chicago and Los Angeles, he
said.

Using a large selection of historic pho-
tos, Clark took the audience on a virtual
trip on the fabled road, starting in
Chicago. 

A number of old restaurants and motor

inns along the way have been restored to
their mid-century appearance, reminding
travelers of the road’s former glories, he
said. Museums along the way also help
tell the story of the road. 

Some of the buildings along the road
are decaying relics, but others have been
“beautifully restored,” he said.

“The great story of the ma-and-pa busi-
nesses out there is how resilient they
were, how they were able to keep going
even after the Interstate had passed their
businesses by,” Clark said. 

One woman who owned a combination
store, gasoline station and motor court to
serve travelers on the old route suddenly
found her business was located nine miles
off the new turnpike.

“She decided to take advantage of geo-
graphic issues,” Clark said. “She was
right near the county line, and the neigh-
boring county had a small state college.
And, it was a dry county. So she started
advertising in the school newspaper that
her little store featured the coldest beer in
Oklahoma. So all those thirsty college
students would come across the county
line and buy beer from her. It kept her in
business for another 15 years.”

Today, Route 66 technically is a “dead
highway,” Clark said. The last of the offi-
cial route signs along the way was taken
down in 1985.

“But it’s not dead,” he said. “It contin-
ues to move on. ... People keep it going
through their industry.”

“Life is a journey,” he added, “and
Route 66 is the road.” 

Road Scholars roster for 2016-17 with her
presentation titled, “The Journey to Mollie’s
War: WACS and World War II.” ... Mar-
garet McMullan writes in her newsletter,
“In its second year, the Mississippi Book
Festival proves that there are almost as
many enthusiastic readers as there are

writers. This year, I
had the pleasure of
introducing
Newberry-winning
author Kate
DiCamillo in the
morning and mod-
erating The Short
Story Panel with
Rick Bass, Gerry
Wilson, Becky
Hagenston, and

Bill Dunlap in the afternoon.” ... Thomas
Gradel and Dick Simpson contributed a
chapter to the book Chicago Is Not
Broke: Funding the City We Deserve (The
CivicLab, July 26, 2016). Dick writes to
say, “It is especially relevant as the new
city and county budgets are being debat-
ed. Our particular chapter is on the
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David G. Clark (left) and Susan Croce Kelly talk
about Route 66 at the Society of Midland Authors
Sept. 12 program.

 Route 66

2016, Society 
of Midland Authors
P.O. Box 10419, Chicago IL 60610

Editor: Thomas Frisbie
tomfrisbie@aol.com

Copy Editor: Beverly Offen

www.midlandauthors.com

Follow the Society on 
Twitter@midlandauthors

Society of Midland Authors members
can now pay their membership dues,
buy tickets to the annual dinner and
make donations on our website with
PayPal (there is a $1 fee to help cover
PayPal’s fee). To make a donation, visit
our home page at www.midlandau-
thors.com and click on the "Donate"
button in the upper right corner.

Continued from Page 1

C 



3

money that could be saved by curbing
corruption. The other chapters discuss
TIFs, a progressive income tax, a transac-
tion tax, a city bank, etc.” ... Scott Turow
tweets to say “[I] just submitted the final
manuscripts for Testimony, my next novel
& the first international legal thriller, due
on the bookstands May 23.” ... Stan "Tex"
Banash reports that his third book, Road-
side History of Illinois, received a two-
page review in the Summer 2016 issue of
the Journal of the Illinois State Historical
Society. ... Lynn Voedisch summed it up
for many Biblio File readers in her Sept.
7 Facebook post: “I suppose I should be
happy with my situation, as I have a pub-
lisher who believes in my writing.
However, he told me last week that when
he set out to edit and condense my third
novel, he realized it had to be rewritten. I
was agog. That manuscript has been with
me for at least six years now and has had
two different endings. But when we
talked on the phone, I realized that my
publisher was right, and changes could be
made without destroying the integrity of
my work. So, I have a few notes that are
going to direct me to a cleaner, more
emotional story, and I feel good about
that. I wish writing wasn't so darn hard
though.” (In a sad, subsequent note, Lynn
reported her father died Sept. 29 at age
91. Condolences to Lynn.) ... Immediate
Past SMA Treasurer Richard Frisbie
wrote this haiku for his successor, Jim
Schwab:

Wearing eye shade green
The treasurer counts the bucks.
Good. No threat of red. 

Also, Jim was quoted in a September
Chicago Tribune story on five communi-
ties that will be part of a study to help the
Great Lakes region incorporate climate
data into development and capital
improvement plans. ... Edward “Ted”
McClelland (See Literary Latest, Page
6), wrote a Sept. 24 op-ed for the New
York Times headlined “Why Trump
won’t save the Rust Belt.” ... Alice
Dreger lectured at the University of
Miami on Sept. 22. ... The Sept. 21
Chicago Tribune wrote about Donna
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Natalie Y. Moore is the South Side
reporter for WBEZ in Chicago, a colum-
nist for the Chicago Sun-Times and
author of The South Side A Portrait of
Chicago and American Segregation.
Here’s what she tells Literary License:

Literary License: Your new book, The
South Side, has been described as a work
of journalism, analysis, prescription and
memoir. Was it a challenge to blend so
many forms of writing?

Natalie Y. Moore: As a journalist,
you’re taught not insert yourself in the
story, so it was initially hard to get over
that hump. I also wanted my family to
feel like I wasn’t
exploiting them.
(Luckily they didn’t!)
Eventually, I got into a
rhythm of writing and
the first-person aspect,
which was the hardest,
got easier. The journal-
ism obviously came
naturally. My goal for
the book was for the personal stories to
make the wonky parts more relatable. 

Literary License: You grew up on the
South Side, but was there anything more
you learned about it through research for
your book?

Natalie Y. Moore: I learned to be more
hopeful upon completing the book.
Segregation seems so intractable. There’s
no silver bullet to improve our communi-
ties and region but there are a lot of smart

policy people and artists who politicians
don’t listen to. They have ideas and solu-
tions. I also learned that my father’s side
of the family came here pre-Great
Migration. But we have no idea why.

Literary License: At
the February 2011
Society of Midland
Authors program,
which you co-present-
ed, you said, “There is
a moment when you
are writing, and you
are researching and
you have ... an ‘aha’

moment.” Did you have an “aha”
moment when you were writing and
researching The South Side?

Natalie Y. Moore: No “aha” moment
this time! But as I continued to write and
report, I felt more confident about my the-
sis: Until we address segregation, our city
and region will continue to have inequity.

Literary License: Which author or
authors do you think was best at writing
about Chicago neighborhoods? 

Natalie Y. Moore: Nate Marshall,
Kevin Coval, Eve Ewing, Rick Kogan,
Steve Bogira, Mary Pattillo.

Literary License: What is your next
book?

Natalie Y. Moore: My agent has an idea
but I’m still trying to lift this book off the
ground! And I’m a new mom so it’s hard
to juggle right now. But stay tuned! I have
a feeling it will also be about race.

Literary
Landscape

Natalie
Y. Moore

Oct. 11, 2016, program

Cliff Dwellers
200 S. Michigan Avenue
22nd floor

6 p.m. - Social Hour
7 p.m. - Program

Free - donations welcomed

Story behind the story
of ‘The South Side’

My goal for the
book was for

the personal stories
to make the wonky
parts more
relatable. 
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Seaman’s book due out in February,
Identity Unknown: Rediscovering Seven
American Women Artists. ... Carla
Knorowski and co-author James
Cornelius have a new book, Under
Lincoln's Hat: 100 Objects that Tell the
Story of His Life and Legacy (Lyons
Press, Oct. 1, 2016). Also, Carla is travel-
ing to towns and cities named Paris for
another book she is writing. ... Cheryl
Reed’s report from Ukraine: “A frequent
scene in our lives: we're all tapping furi-
ously into our phones, using Google
Translate. We just hired a cleaning lady.
The entire transaction was done sitting at
the kitchen table in our Kyiv apartment
passing phones around. Again, translation
is often comical. ‘Can I disguise myself
now?’ she wrote. (I later understood this
to mean: could she change her clothes.)
Yesterday, our landlord was irritated that
I had not answered his text message:
‘Cheril, without me nobody open. I am
going.’ He'd been sitting outside waiting
for me to respond. I didn't know what to
say.” ... Barbara Shoup interviewed
Mohja Kahf about growing up Muslim in
Indiana Sept. 14 for Nuvo.net. ... Amy
Hassinger wrote “Skinny-Dipping With
Grandma” for the Sept. 16 New York
Times. ... Christine Taylor-Butler was
quoted in the September/October Mother
Jones. ... Richard Lindberg is beginning
his second year writing a monthly column
on history for the new Chicagoan maga-
zine. ... Ethan Michaeli spoke Sept. 28
at the Evanston (Illinois) History Center.
“[It] was really great,” Ethan writes. “We
had about 50-60 people in the beautiful
Dawes House by the lake.” ... Anne-
Marie Oomen was scheduled to partici-
pate in the Sept 23-25 inaugural Harbor
Springs (Michigan) Festival of  Books. ...
Dave Hoekstra joined Nick Digilio in
September on WGN Radio to reminisce
about the 1979 Disco Demolition Night at
Comiskey Park. ... Harry Mark Petrakis
and his wife, Diana, celebrated their 71st
wedding anniversary Sept. 29. ... Neil
Steinberg, winner of the SMA 2013 Adult
Nonfiction Award, has a new book: Out
of the Wreck I Rise. ... Donna Urbikas is
scheduled to engage with readers at Books
& Beer in Columbus, Wis., on Dec. 8.

Biblio File
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Dues cover mailings and other organi-
zational expenses, but the Society always
needs additional money for programs
such as the awards at the annual May
book awards banquet. Thanks to Chris
Abani, Jonis Agee, Richard F. Bales,
Stan “Tex” Banash, Theodore Berland,

Merv Block, Marlene Targ Brill,
Thomas Frisbie, Helen Frost, Janet
Hickman, Lisa Holton, Elsa Marston,
Paul McComas, Milton Nieuwsma,
Dominic Pacyga, Jamila Ra,  Robert
Remer, Harriette Gillem Robinet and
Margaret Willey who made recent con-
tributions.

SMA Support

BY THOMAS FRISBIE

Simultaneously telling two different
stories that go in opposite directions
is a challenge.

But that’s the task that Clark Elliott set
out to accomplish when he started writing
The Ghost in My Brain (Viking, June
2015), an SMA award-winning book
about how science saved him from a
debilitating concussion that medical pro-
fessionals had given up on. 

“The hardest problem was – on one
hand, I felt it was important to present the
science, not just the experience, but also
the science of what was wrong and why I
got better,” Elliott said at a Sept. 24 pro-
gram at the Niles (Illinois) Public Library.

“On the other hand, I knew that if it
wasn’t a good story, no one was going to
read it.”

The story of his personal
experience – how he was
injured in a car crash, got a
concussion and struggled
with the after-effects until he
got better – ran chronologi-
cally.

“But the science works in
the opposite direction,”
Elliott said. “You have to
explain the big picture of
visual processing so that the
science of trying to walk across a park
makes sense, and that works in exactly
the opposite chronological way. The sci-
ence has the big concepts at the beginning
and then the subconcepts and details.” 

To pull all that together – to add in the
science without bogging down the story –
wasn’t easy. 

“I just went around and around,” he
said. “This book was a devil to write.”

To make it work, Elliott adopted a liter-
ary version of the rondo, a musical form
in which one theme alternates with one or
more other themes.

Bringing those themes
together at the end, when the
return of the “ghost” signi-
fies his recovery, was a chal-
lenge, too.

“The very trickiest part of
this book was the ending of
the book, right when the
ghost returns and we see that
I have started to get better,
but now you still have to
come to the science,” he
said. 

And after that was successfully
resolved?

“Horrendous fights with the editor,” he
said. 

In some places, the editor wanted revi-
sions to make the narrative easier to read. 

But Elliott held out for “picture perfect,
exactly what happened.”    

“From an author point of view, it was
not an easy task,” he said.    

How author’s ‘Ghost’ book
became a devil to write

Clark Elliott talks about his book The
Ghost in My Brain Sept. 24 at the Niles
(Illinois) Public Library. (Photo by
Thomas Frisbie)
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Literary Latest

LAW AND NEUROSCIENCE

Kevin Davis has combined his long-
time fascination with crime and the legal
system with a new interest in neuro-
science for his latest nonfiction book, The
Brain Defense: Murder in Manhattan and
the Dawn of Neuroscience in America’s
Courtrooms (Penguin Press, Feb. 28, 2017).

Davis writes to say, “The book tells the
story of Herbert Weinstein, a mild man-
nered New York ad exec who killed his
wife during an argument and threw her
out the window of
their Manhattan
high-rise. Doctors
discovered
Weinstein had an
orange-sized cyst
on his brain, which
became a basis for
his criminal
defense. The case
was among the first
in which brain
scans were introduced in court to try to
prove someone’s innocence. 

“I was curious about the intersection of
criminal law and neuroscience, a bur-
geoning field that continues to grow, and
tells the behind-the-scenes story of this
fascinating, landmark case.

“The scope of my book grew to also
cover the high number of returning com-
bat veterans suffering from traumatic
brain injury and post-traumatic stress dis-
order who are winding up in the criminal
justice system, as well as NFL players
charged with violent crimes who claim
that brain damage may be responsible for
their behavior.”

Turn to Page 6

Kevin Davis

Taking a historical look
at forgotten Illinois writers
BY THOMAS FRISBIE

Baker Brownell (1887-1965), a
member of the Society of Midland
Authors, was a writer John

Hallwas believes “truly deserves wider
recognition in our time.”

Hallwas is a distinguished
professor emeritus at Western
Illinois University who also
has been an SMA book awards
judge and who was the winner
of the Society’s 2009
Biography Award. 

Hallwas has written about
dozens of writers from the
Midwest in books, journals,
magazines, and newspapers over the
years. So Illinois Heritage magazine
asked him to write a series on writers
from Illinois, looking ahead to the Illinois
Bicentennial. Each issue of Illinois
Heritage, which is published by the state
historical society, carries an overview
article in his series, which will continue
through 2018, Illinois’ Bicentennial year.  

Hallwas didn't want
to add yet more arti-
cles on widely known
figures such as Carl
Sandburg, Saul
Bellow, Studs Terkel or Gwendolyn
Brooks. So he decided to bring to atten-
tion a variety of little-known figures from
the state's heritage – figures who he
believes nevertheless deserve a modern
readership and reflect culture in Illinois
and the Midwest in past generations. The
series is titled “Forgotten Voices from
Illinois History.”

The September-October issue 
included his article on Rebecca Burlend, a
poor settler who wrote a vivid account
called A True Picture of Emigration
(1848), which refers to other female set-
tler-authors. 

“Discussing a huge variety of past writ-
ers and works has been a career-long
effort for me,” says Hallwas, who has 27
books in print and who has spoken in
over 100 Illinois communities on literary
and historical topics and whose antholo-
gy, Illinois Literature: The Nineteenth

Century (1986), outlined for the first time
Illinois’ literary tradition in that era.

In the upcoming November-December
issue of Illinois Heritage, Hallwas writes
about Brownell, who a 1930 directory

shows was a member of the
Society of Midland Authors.
Brownell was a poet and nonfic-
tion writer who focused on small-
town life and modern philosophi-
cal-religious issues. He also was
a nationally known professor at
Northwestern University.

“The best of Baker Brownell's
writing deserves a modern reader-
ship,” Hallwas writes. “As a

scholar, he was a forerunner of many fig-
ures who have lamented the fading of
broad education, the decline of meaning-
ful community and the loss of intense
spiritual life. His best nonfiction is also
an uncommon blending of scholarly
insight and poetic language.”     

Brownell’s poetry appeared in The
Christian Century, The New Republic,

Poetry and other maga-
zines, Hallwas writes.

“Not surprisingly, his
finest poem, ‘Preludes
to 1833,’ ... looks back

at key episodes in the cultural change of
early Illinois, especially viewing the
destruction of native American culture as
spiritual loss.

“In the opening section, for example,
the speaker addresses Father Marquette
about the meaningful spiritual experience
of the Indians that he wanted to convert: 

‘These prairie souls, Marquette, asked no
salvation,’ for they were content with ‘the
long wavings of the prairie grass’ and
they wanted ‘no . . .  gray ritual of far
Jehovah.’ ”

Literary Lives
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John Hallwas

Discussing a huge
variety of past writers and
works has been a career-
long effort for me.

“
”
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Literary Latest

TALK OF THE MIDWEST

Edward “Ted” McClelland’s new
book, How to Speak Midwestern (Belt
Publishing, Dec. 1, 2016), explains not
only what Midwesterners say but also
how and why they say it and covers such
topics as: the causes of the Northern
cities vowel shift, why the accents in
Fargo miss the nasality that’s a hallmark
of Minnesota speech, and why
Chicagoans talk more like people from
Buffalo than their next-door neighbors in
Wisconsin.”

Ted writes to say, “How to Speak
Midwestern grew out of an article I wrote
for Belt magazine about the Northern
Cities Vowel Shift, a revolutionary
change in English pronunciation that lin-
guists first detected in Detroit in the
1960s. It can also be heard in Rochester,
Buffalo, Cleveland, Chicago and
Milwaukee, the cities that make up the
Inland North dialect region. When I was
taking a linguistics class at the University
of Michigan, I asked a classmate whether
she’d noticed anything distinctive about
Michiganders' speech. ‘You say “cay-en”
for “can,” ’ she told me. That’s an exam-
ple of ‘a raising,’ one of the Vowel Shift’s
signature sounds. The other is ‘o
fronting,’ which makes ‘box’ sound like
‘bahhhx.’ 

“As I did more research, I saw how this
subject connected to my last book,
Nothin’ But Blue Skies, a history of the
Rust Belt. The decline of the steel indus-
try contributed to the decline of strong
local accents all over the Midwest. If you
graduated high school in the 1960s, you
didn’t need to go to college, or even leave Turn to Page 7

your neighborhood, to get a good job, and
once you got that job, you didn’t have to
talk to anyone outside your house, your
factory, your parish or your tavern. A reg-
ular joe accent was a sign of masculinity
and local cred, bonding forces important
for the teamwork of industrial labor. After
the mills closed, kids went to college,
where they learned not to say ‘dat,’ and
took office jobs requiring interaction with
people outside the neighborhood.
Pittsburgh’s Yinzer and Chicago’s Dese,
Dem and Dose Guy are characters
belonging to those cities industrial pasts.

“The ‘classic’ Chicago accent parodied
by the Superfans is now rare in anyone
under 40, and even those who speak it
have buffed down the edges, pronouncing
their ‘th’s more often. Most young
Chicagoans sound like their counterparts
elsewhere in the Midwest. Accents are
like music or slang: every generation has
its own sound. As a city changes, so does
the way it talks.”

A BOOK THAT EVOLVED

In Role Reversal: How to Take Care of
Yourself and Your Aging Parents (She
Writes Press, Aug. 16, 2016), Iris
Waichler blends her personal experience
caring for her beloved father into compre-
hensive guide to navigating the enormous
daily challenges faced by caregivers. 

Waichler writes to say: “About four
years ago I decided to write a book about
my father. He was a seemingly ordinary
man by society standards whom I
believed did extraordinary things. He
touched many lives.

“My dad had been a caregiver from the
time he was a child. In addition to writing

patient advocacy and health related arti-
cles, I have been a medical social worker
for over 35 years. I worked with people
who had life changing catastrophic ill-
nesses. These circumstances forever
altered their lives and the lives of their
families. Suddenly a medical problem
mushroomed into a life-threatening ill-
ness for my dad. I found myself helping
my father face an ongoing cascade of
medical problems that would eventually
take his life in three
months. He was 97
years old. 

“My grief was pal-
pable. It took three
months after his
death before I could
resume writing my
book. I realized that
my book had evolved
into something much
more personal for
me. In addition he had written his autobi-
ography. I decided to use his words so his
voice could be heard in the book. I want-
ed it to be a tribute to my dad. In addi-
tion, I decided to blend my personal
experience and professional expertise to
help the millions of other people who
found themselves in this ultimate role
reversal. What better way to honor my
father's memory?  

“Our experience was similar to many
others who helplessly watch the mental
and physical decline of their loved ones.
It was not difficult for me to identify the
most challenging aspects of assuming the
caregiver role. I decided to retain the
memoir component and use his life expe-
riences as a springboard to address the
most difficult aspects of caregiving. Role
Reversal: How to Take Care of  Yourself
and Your Aging Parents is the result of
my efforts. My hope is that it will offer
comfort, information, and resources to
my readers. My goal is to help empower
and educate them so they feel less help-
less and alone. I'd like to believe my
father would be proud.”

Continued from Page 5

ILLNESS AS INSPIRATION

Of his new novel, When Yellow Leaves
(Spuyten Duyvil Publishing, April 15,

Iris Waichler
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2016), Jim Reiss writes: “The big inspi-
ration for When Yellow Leaves arrived a
few months after I survived a life-threat-
ening bout of endocarditis. I underwent
an operation to flush out a bacterial

abscess embedded in my lower spine. A
few weeks, later I went through open-
heart surgery that repaired my heart’s
prolapsed mitral valve. I returned home
with zero energy. I was so worn down by
my two hospital ordeals that I couldn’t
with any enthusiasm even say that I was
grateful to be alive.

“Later that year I
wrote a book-length
manuscript of short
stories, 14,000
Diamond Necklaces.
Shortly thereafter I
completed the first
draft of my second
novel, Façade for a
Penny Arcade. In two
years I had escaped

with my life and a total of five book man-
uscripts. I guess I was a grateful survivor.

“When Yellow Leaves saw me through a
tough convalescence. The book was a
demanding, infinitely finicky taskmaster.”

The New York Times Book Review
wrote: “In Reiss ... memories are like pic-
tures cut out of magazines, inertia and
insomnia are the two forms of life. Pur-
sued by the same phantoms, which reap-
pear on the telephone, in sequential rooms,
in snapshots, in slides, Reiss writes them
down in an accomplished plain style.”

HELPFUL INFORMATION

Marlene Targ Brill’s new book is
Chronic Illnesses, Syndromes, and Rare
Disorder: The Ultimate Teen Guide
(Rowman & Littlefield, Aug. 4, 2016).

Brill writes to say: “Teens with health
differences face many misconceptions,
falsehoods and misunderstandings sur-
rounding conditions they might have.
This book alerts the readers about what
living with a chronic illness, a syndrome
or rare disorder may be like. Each of nine
chapters defines a different  condition and
offers comprehensive information, facts
and suggestions to teens with medical
challenges and those who interact with
them at  home, in school, and on-the-job.
Chapters address celiac disease, Crohn's
disease, Down syndrome, hemophilia,
melanoma, multiple sclerosis, phenylke-
tonuria, sickle cell disease and Tourette
syndrome with testimonials from teens
who navigate normal teen activities with 
specific challenges. 

“My main reason for writing about
health issues is to provide accurate and

Jim Reiss
helpful information for anyone with a
condition or who knows someone who
has it. Teens in particular, the main audi-
ence for this book, often get left out of
discussions about what works best for
them. This book gives voice to a group
that is usually not heard. The text empha-
sizes mostly little-known conditions and
lives of teens experiencing them.

“I think the best features in this book
are statements from the many teens and
parents who generously gave me inter-
views. Their voices helped me under-
stand growing up with extra challenges.

Their heartfelt insights and suggestions
will be valuable to readers, whether they
are writing reports for school, need tips to
help themselves or family members, or
want to help a friend adjust to new situa-
tions. 

“Because conditions in this book are
largely invisible to classmates and the
general public, teens often face miscon-
ceptions, falsehoods and misunderstand-
ings surrounding their condition. Others
may notice classmates who act different-
ly, eat a strange diet or repeatedly need
bathroom breaks. Too many onlookers
make their own assumptions about these
people. Erroneous assumptions can lead
to bullying or underestimating what
someone can do, another reason for writ-
ing this book. 

“I believe education is knowledge. I see
accurate information as a way to stop bul-
lying and other forms of discrimination.
Honesty and accuracy are what I high-
lighted in my special education class-
rooms when I taught school and trained
other educators, and that's what I try to
accomplish with topics I choose to write
about for readers of all ages.”

Turn to Page 8

EXPERT ANALYSIS

World War I altered Chicago from a
19th century city to the metropolis it is
today. In Chicago Transformed: World
War I and the Windy City (Southern
Illinois University Press, July 1, 2016),

Joseph Gustaitis shows how “the war
that changed everything” wrought far-
reaching transformations on Chicago
from 1913 to 1919.

SMA member Greg Borzo writes,



both the forces that draw people together
and pull them apart.”

The New York Times
Book Review said, “Snared
by each of the collection’s
tragic, comic, quirky and/or
quotidian lives ... the reader
tears through page after
page and by the end feels
not only bereft but raven-
ous, hungry for more ...
Fiercely meditative and
unnerving short fiction.” 

In a starred review,
Booklist said, “These mar-
velously precise and lucid

stories, so rich in psychological insights, so
propulsive, switch from funny to wrench-

ing in a heartbeat.
Like Ann Beattie,
Amy Hempel, and
Edith Pearlman,
Sneed, as attuned to
our buzzing-hive
world as she is, writes
timeless stories richly
human in their empa-
thy and wit, grace,
and toughness.” 

Publishers Weekly said, “[An] impres-
sive and expansive story collection . . .
From the rich and famous to the down
and out, Sneed's characters are exposed
by life's twists and turns, their inner strug-
gles laid bare as they seek connection to
the people they love most.” 
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Literary Latest
Continued from Page 7

This is an edited version of an article
that appeared in the October 2008
Literary License.

The Society of Midland Authors is
now working to build up an
endowment fund that would enable

us to give larger awards and expand the
programming and outreach of the SMA. 

Think about leaving the SMA some
amount of money to be put into a perma-
nent endowment fund
to support the budget
of the organization. An
easy way to do it is to
set aside in your will a
certain number of dol-
lars. It can be also in
the form of appreciat-
ed stock or bonds or
other securities. Since few of us know
how much money we will need during our
lifetime, a provision that is often used in
wills is to set aside a certain percentage
for a charity, such as SMA, to receive
after your death and all bills, medical and
otherwise, have been paid out of your
estate. Even a gift of 1 percent to 2 per-
cent of your remaining assets would be
most welcome. The percentage could be
higher if your assets make that possible.

If you already have a will, an expedient
way to amend it is to add a codicil to your
will that sets aside some money for the
SMA. Then you do not need to go and
rewrite your present will, but merely add
the SMA as an additional charity. This
takes only a few sentences, and avoids the
expense of drafting an entire new will. Be
sure if you do the codicil addition to your
will, to have it notarized. All gifts to the
SMA are tax deductible.

Another way to help
the organization finan-
cially is to gift the
organization a lump
sum or annual gifts
over time to be placed
in the endowment fund.
They can be set up in
your name with an

account with the organization. You can
specify how you want the money to be
used, i.e. for programs, speakers, the
annual dinner that honors winners of our
SMA awards or other projects you would
like to see the organization sponsor. 

Remember if you do this while you are
living, your gift each year or in one lump
sum can be deducted from your income
tax. Gifts to SMA are one way to reduce
your taxes! 

How you can help support
Midwest literature, writers 

Literary Legacy

Bernard J.
Brommel

PERCEPTIVE COLLECTION

The Virginity of Famous Men
(Bloomsbury USA, Sept. 13, 2016), is
Christine Sneed's new collection on the
human condition.  

Christine writes to say, “The Virginity
of Famous Men is my second short story
collection and fourth book, and the sto-
ries featured in it were written
over a period of about 12
years. The short story is my
preferred fictional form,
though I know that novels are
what many readers and pub-
lishers prefer to spend their
time with, which makes me
particularly grateful for this
book's publication. 

“The stories in this book
range from ones narrated by a
16-year-old Wisconsin teenag-
er to the spurned wife of a
globally famous actor. In them, I was
most interested in trying to understand

Christine Sneed

“World War I started several national
trends, including the Great Migration, the
spread of jazz, anti-German sentiments
(which contributed to Prohibition, which
contributed to organized crime), labor
unrest, Mexican immigration, and the
first sexual revolution. In the highly read-
able Chicago Transformed, Joseph
Gustaitis ... expertly analyzes how
Chicago – a microcosm of America – was
the focal point for the
forces these develop-
ments unleashed.”

SMA member
Patrick T.
McBriarty writes,
“A broad survey,
Chicago Transformed
unfolds the interplay
of Chicagoans during
World War I to reveal
and explain many key
ingredients in the history of the Windy
City that still influence the Chicago we
know today.”

Joseph Gustaitis
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This is Part 13 of the history of the
Society. 

The Society of Midland Authors
president who served from
1926-29 was charter mem-

ber Douglas Malloch (1877-
1938), who was known as the
"Lumberman's Poet." 

Malloch had served as presi-
dent of the American Press
Humorists and worked as an
editor for the Chicago trade
publication American
Lumberman. A 1919 article in the
Bloomington (Illinois) Pantagraph
called him "one of the best
known poets and writers of the
country." John Stahl, who helped create
the SMA, said, "Many of his poems will
live for a hundred years and longer
because they deserve
to live, going straight
into the heart of the
normal human being."
But does anyone
remember his poetry
now?

The president from
1929-30 was Edgar J.
Goodspeed (1871-
1962), a native of Quincy, Illinois, who
was known widely for his translations of
the Bible: The New Testament: An
American Translation (1923), The Bible:
An American Translation (1935, with
John Merlin Powis Smith) and the
Goodspeed Bible. He wrote more
than 50 books, including The
Story of the Bible and How to
Read the Bible. The theologian
was a member of the
University of Chicago's origi-
nal Committee for the Revision
of the American Standard
Version of the Bible and the
chairman of its New Testament
Department. 

In his translation of the New
Testament, he wrote a con-
densed version of the Lord's Prayer: “Our
Father in Heaven. Your kingdom come.
Give us this day bread for the day, and
forgive us our debts as we have forgiven
our debtors; and do not subject us to

temptation, but save us from the evil
one.”

“He was worried the public would
resent the change in so sacred a book,”

recalled longtime SMA member Alice
Gerstenberg. “He was very happy

when a large contingent of
authors came to acclaim him in
the Italian restaurant which was
housed in an old Victorian left-
over on Rush Street.”

At the meeting where
Goodspeed became president,

the outgoing president, Douglas
Malloch, laid down his gavel – but

forgot to pass it to Goodspeed, until
Harriet Monroe reminded him
to do so. The Chicago's literary

columnist Susan Wilbur reported, sardon-
ically describing this a “famous meeting.”

By 1930, Tribune reporter and book
critic Fanny Butcher
(1888-1987) was an
SMA member. A lead-
ing chronicler of the
SMA and Chicago's lit-
erary scene, she was
active in the group for
decades, winning the
SMA's Patron Saint
Award in 1974. “She

was tough enough,” Nelson Algren wrote
in a Tribune review of her autobiography,
Many Lives, One Love. “Tough enough to
outlast the roarers and the ragers, posers
and strutters. And whether some wined

and dined her, and others turned her
down, it never affected her judg-

ment of the work at hand.
Friendship never seduced her
into praising what was
unpraiseworthy and personal
dislike didn't provoke her into
letting blood.” 

Gerstenberg wrote: “Fanny
Butcher has spent a lifetime meet-

ing the demands of her colossal job.
She presides with poise and a
knowing smile about everything
pertaining to authors and their

books and is still pretty in hats specially
designed for her.”

Also joining the SMA in 1930 was
Frank O. King (1883-1969), who was
most famous for his innovative comic

strip “Gasoline Alley”. The Wisconsin
native created it in 1919, when he was
working at the Tribune. At the peak of its
popularity, the elegantly drawn cartoon
was published in more than 300 daily
newspapers, with a combined readership
of more than 27 million. His books, fea-
turing characters from the comic strip,
included Skeezix at the Circus, Skeezix
Out West, and Nina and Skeezix. 

King showed his characters, Walt and
his son Skeezix, aging day by day, making
the funny pages seem almost Proustian.

“With its evocation of complex emo-
tions, ‘Gasoline Alley’ was one of the
greatest comic strips of the 20th century,”
critic Jeet Heer wrote in an introduction
to Drawn & Quarterly's 2010 book of
King cartoons, Walt & Skeezix. “It
belongs in the same select league as
George Herriman's ‘Krazy Kat’ … and
Charles Schulz's ‘Peanuts.’ ” 

King joined the SMA by 1930 and
remained in the group through the last
decade of his life.

Albert A. Michelson (1852-1931), a
University of Chicago professor who won
the Nobel Prize in physics and helped to
measure the speed of light, became an
honorary SMA member in 1930.

U.S. Senator Arthur Vandenberg
(1884-1951), a Republican from
Michigan, who was mentioned as a candi-
date for president in 1948, was recruited
by Butcher to join the SMA. “He wrote
an excellent biography of Alexander
Hamilton and when I suggested to him
that he might like to be a Midland Author
he was delighted and honored,” Butcher
recalled. 

The SMA in the 1920s and ’30s

Literary
Lore

Robert
Loerzel

Douglas Malloch

Albert A.
Michelson

Sen. Arthur
Vandenberg

Nelson Algren
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Paul M. Green
Paul M. Green, the author, co-author

or editor of several books about Chicago
and Illinois politics and a longtime mem-
ber of the Society of Midland
Authors, died Sept. 10 of com-
plications from an aortic
aneurysm. He was 73.

Mr. Green also was the Arthur
Rubloff Professor and the direc-
tor of policy studies at
Roosevelt University.

The Chicago Sun-Times said,
“As an author, he delved into
City Hall’s fifth floor [mayoral]
occupants in a series of books.”

Among his books was World War II
Chicago and The Mayors: The Chicago
Political Tradition, co-authored with the
late SMA member Mel Holli and most
recently published in its fourth edition as
The Mayors: The Chicago Political
Tradition. At the time of his death, he was
gathering notes for another book about
former Chicago Mayor Richard J. Daley
in the years before he took office.  

Former SMA President Richard
Lindberg said, “With incisive wit and
probing, thoughtful analysis, Paul Green

was the reigning authority and go-to guy
for a cogent review of electoral outcomes
of local, state and federal elections. 

“For years he was an election night reg-
ular on Milt Rosenberg's Extension 720
program. I was very fortunate to have dis-
cussed politics and books with him on a

number of occasions. His passing
is a great loss to the academic
community actively engaged in
interpreting the historic and con-
temporary Chicago political
scene."

Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel
said Mr. Green was “a Chicago
political legend and ... a gifted
writer, teacher, historian and ana-
lyst.” 

SMA Member Dick Simpson
said, “Paul Green was one of the premier
scholars of Chicago politics, although he
wrote on state and national politics as
well. His books on mayoral elections with
co-editor [and late SMA Member] Mel
Holli are still the definitive books on the
topic and important contributions to
Chicago political history.

“He and I frequently appeared on pan-
els at meetings and on TV and
radio. Usually he would defend the
Chicago Democratic Machine and I
would oppose it. He was a good sparring

partner who knew Chicago politics from
the inside and had a great sense of humor
to convey what he knew.

“He was the emcee at most City Club
forums and helped to make it the
premier club in Chicago for major figures
to give luncheon speeches.” 

Besides writing and editing books and
hosting the City’s Club speeches, Mr.
Green analyzed politics on TV and radio,
taught college students and gave speeches
to various groups.

Former SMA President Craig Sautter

said, “Paul had an encyclopedic under-
standing of Chicago, Illinois and national
politics, and generously shared his knowl-
edge to help his students and the general
public understand what was really going
on behind the political slogans and pos-
turing. His voice will be missed."

George Kufrin, 1926-2016

George Kufrin, co-author of
Uncommon Women (New Century
Publishers, 1981) and the author of
the memoir Lucky George: The
Unforgettable Adventures of a
Free-Lance Photographer
(CreateSpace, 2013), was a man
said to be “irrepressible in his pur-
suit of the truth.”

Mr. Kufrin, an SMA member,
died at home on Sept. 13 at age 89
of complications from a fall in
August. His wife of 54 years,
SMA member Joan Kufrin said, “He was
my soul, my love, my partner, my best
editor.” 

As Literary License reported in May
2013, Mr. Kufrin, born in Chicago’s
Pilsen neighborhood as one of seven chil-
dren, began working as a photojournalist

at age 14 for Chicago’s West Side News.
Other than serving as a Merchant Marine
seaman in World War II and two years as
an Army photographer during the Korean
war, Mr. Kufrin spent his 60-plus-year

career traveling all over
America, photographing
politicians, movie stars, indus-
try titans, musicians and artists
–  from Adlai Stevenson to
Studs Terkel, Marshall Field,
Alice Neel, Nat King Cole,
Maria Tallchief, Burt
Lancaster, Barry Goldwater,
Lena Horne and John F.
Kennedy. Mr. Kufrin’s photos

appeared in the New York Times, Fortune,
Parade, New York, Finance, the Chicago
Tribune Magazine, New York News mag-
azine, Chicago, Downbeat, Science,
Chicago Sun-Times, and countless
Fortune 500 annual reports.

The Chicago Tribune said Mr. Kufrin

“captured nuances few others could in his
iconic photos of everyday people, celebri-
ties, politicians, business leaders and even
famous sculptures. Whether it was the
1954 image of construction workers bal-
ancing on upright beams of the Prudential
building high in the sky with cigarettes
dangling from their mouths, the unusual
angle he shot during the unveiling of the
Chicago Picasso that revealed a woman's
silhouette or his personal favorite taken in
1955 of singer and actress Lena Horne in
curlers cuddling with her small dog up
against her face, [Mr.] Kufrin had a knack
for celebrating life in a unique way."

“There was something so honest, so
unadorned about his photos," Paul
Berlanga, an independent Chicago art
dealer who has exhibited Mr. Kufrin's
photography, told the Tribune. “George
was irrepressible in his pursuit of the
truth. He'd always find the essence of
whatever it was he was chasing down.”

Final chapters

Paul M. Green

George Kufrin

His books on may-
oral elections ... are
still the definitive

books on the topic and
important contributions to
Chicago political
history.
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Anna Nessy Perlberg, author of the
new memoir The House in Prague: How

a Stolen House Helped
an Immigrant Girl Find
Her Way Home
(Golden Ally Press,
2016), was born in
Prague in the late
1920s. She and her
family escaped to New
York just a few days
after the German inva-
sion in 1939. 

Perlberg earned a
B.A. in history from Barnard College, an
M.A. in history from Columbia
University, and an MSW from the
University of Illinois. 

She was married to the late SMA mem-
ber and poet Mark Perlberg. 

She was nominated by Dick Simpson. 

Donna Solecka Urbikas, author of My
Sister's Mother: A Memoir of War, Exile,
and Stalin's Siberia (University of

Wisconsin Press,
2016) had a career as
a high school science
teacher and environ-
mental engineer. She
now is an author,
community volunteer
and real estate broker. 

Urbikas was born in
Coventry, Britain, and
immigrated with her
parents and sister to
Chicago in 1952. 

Her book tells the story of her Polish-
born mother and half-sister, who were
taken by Soviet secret police from their
farm in eastern Poland and sent to 
Siberia. 

She was nominated by Marlene Targ
Brill. 

Peggy Reiff Miller, author of The
Seagoing Cowboy (Brethren, 2016), is an
expert on early years of the Heifer Project
and seagoing cowboys who tended live-
stock sent to Europe after World War II.
She is a historical consultant for Heifer

International, and her work has appeared
in Highlights for Children, Messenger,
The Pennsylvania Magazine and Catoctin
History.

Miller runs a website and writes a blog
about this history at 
seagoingcowboys.com. She is also an
active member of the Society of
Children’s Book
Writers and
Illustrators.

She grew up on a
small dairy farm in
northwestern Illinois,
went to a small coun-
try church, attended a
small high school,
then a small church-
related college before
venturing out into the
big, wide world. 

She applied her liberal arts education to
a number of jobs and careers for 35 years
before hitting her stride as the writer 
and caretaker of the seagoing cowboy his-
tory. 

She was nominated by Helen Frost.

Donna Solecka
Urbikas

Peggy Reiff
Miller

New Members

Anna Nessy
Perlberg
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