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How covering a news beat
grew into a book on a city

Sharon Solwitz’s “Gifted” is among
the works published in The Best
American Short Stories 2016 (Houghton
Mifflin Harcourt, Oct. 4, 2016). ... On

Sept. 21 and Nov. 8,
the Wall Street Journal
quoted Theresa
Amato in articles
about political third
parties. ... On Oct. 13,
CNN talked with
Mahmoud Saeed.
Mahmoud said he
remembers how Arabs,
Kurds, Jews,

Christians, Yazidis, Turkmen and
Armenians lived  harmoniously in Mosul,
Iraq. Now, “People just want to kill each
other,” Mahmoud told CNN. ... . Shari
Wagner led a poetry workshop and gave
a reading at Goshen College in Goshen,
Indiana, on Sept. 28. She also gave a
reading and spoke to a poetry writing
class at St. Joseph College, Indiana, on
Nov. 2. Shari writes, “I'm having a won-
derful time as the state poet laureate visit-
ing libraries, schools, historic sites, and
parks!” ... One of
Patrick T. Reardon’s
poems was included in
the newly published
Nancy Drew
Anthology: Writing &
Art Featuring
Everybody's Favorite
Female Sleuth (Silver
Birch Press, Oct. 1,
2016), and the
Chicago Tribune published three of his
essays: “How Chicago's reformers were
talking mob violence more than a century
before Trump” (Aug. 11), “Chicago's trail
of tears: Potawatomi warriors' 1835 dance
marked eviction” (Aug. 28), and “Tribune
Tower wasn't the newspaper's first home”
(Sept. 4). Patrick also has two new books
out (See Literary Latest, Page 6). ...
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BY THOMAS FRISBIE

As a reporter covering Chicago’s
South Side for WBEZ radio for
nine years, Natalie Y. Moore

realized she also was gathering the mate-
rial that eventually would go into a new
book, The South Side: A Portrait of
Chicago and American Segregation (St.
Martin's Press, March 22, 2016).

“When I was doing issues around
affordable housing, public housing, eco-
nomic development, food justice, all
roads were leading back to segregation,”
Moore said at the Society of Midland
Authors’ Oct. 11 pro-
gram at the Cliff
Dwellers in Chicago.

“We accept segrega-
tion in this city and this
region like air and
water,” Moore said. “It
is one of the most segre-
gated places in this
country, and we don’t
interrogate why.”

Moore said she was careful to note the
the difference between self-selection and
segregation.

“People want to say, well, people just
want to live by people like them or who
have values like them,” she said. “But the
federal government and local policies
have aided people to be able to do that.”

The South Side, which Library Journal
called “an excellent work for all readers
interested in knowing more about impor-
tant, ongoing urban issues,” was pub-
lished about a century after the start of the

Great Migration, in which hundreds of
thousands of African Americans left the
South to come to Chicago. 

“I am a granddaughter of the Great
Migration,” Moore said. “All four of my
grandparents came to Chicago. A hundred
years ago, when blacks arrived here, some
of them got off the train at 12th Street, just
down the street, and there were a host of
housing policies that kept them contained
in certain neighborhoods. It was illegal to
rent a house in a white neighborhood or
to buy a house from someone white.”

There also were red-lining, covenants
and other policies, she said.  

“The heart of segregation
has to deal with residential
segregation,” Moore said.
“This country a long time ago
decided that wealth building
would come through home
ownership. And that has sys-
tematically left homeowners
behind when they buy in
black neighborhoods.”

The South Side is directed partly at
those who see segregation more as a class
issue than a race issue, Moore said.

“This book is squarely about race and
not class,” Moore said. “Class, of course,
is a cousin to race.” 

After the book came out, a reader from
Canada called her a “coward” for not
focusing on the issue of class, she said.

“I was tickled that I am a coward for
talking about race, not class, and I still am
going to give him the benefit of the doubt
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Michele Weldon wrote “Sexism Isn’t a
‘Women’s Issue’ ” for the Oct. 10 Time

magazine. It also ran
in XOJane and Motto,
other Time outlets. ...
The Oct. 3 Christian
Science Monitor men-
tioned Walter
Podrazik’s class on
mass media and poli-
tics at the University
of Illinois at Chicago.
... Harry Mark

Petrakis captured the essence of what
Election Day should be about in a Nov. 5
essay in the Chicago Sun-Times about the
thrill immigrants felt about voting for the
first time in 1936. ...
On Oct. 15, as part of
C-SPAN’s “Peoria
Weekend,” Taylor
Pensoneau discussed
the Shelton brothers
and the role their gang
and organized crime
played in Peoria in the
early- and mid-20th

2

Biblio File
Continued from Page 1

Michele Weldon

Harry Mark
Petrakis

that he doesn’t understand America,” she
said. “Despite our income/wage gaps that
have grown in this country, I do think that
Americans are more comfortable talking
about class than race because it seems to
be an equalizer.” 

Kirkus Reviews said of The South Side,
“In a highly readable, conversational
style, Moore demonstrates refreshing can-
dor about how racial
inequality infuses every
aspect of daily life.”

For example, Moore said,
segregation affects the home
values of black Chicagoans,
whether they live in  low-
income, working-class, mid-
dle-income or affluent neigh-
borhoods, because those val-
ues will be less. 

“You can earn $100,000
and live in a food desert in
this city in a black neighbor-
hood,” she said. 

A chapter in the book titled “Kale is the
New Collard” is about activity in urban
agriculture, “and [the neighborhood]
Englewood is ground zero for that,” she
said.

Two weeks before her talk, Whole Foods
opened a store in Englewood, she said. 

“I lived in [the neighborhood]
Bronzeville for many years,” she said.
“Then I got married and decided to give
integration a whirl, and I now live in
Hyde Park. But for 20 years, there had
not been a new grocery story in
Bronzeville despite higher-income
African Americans moving in, and that
was retail red-lining.”

The day before the program, Mariano’s
held a ribbon-cutting for a new grocery
store in Bronzeville, she said.

“My husband and I are planning a date
night there,” she said. “ ... I have to tell
you, my neighbors, my friends, my for-
mer neighbors, everyone is, like, escstatic.
This is what a grocery store means in a
black neighborhood. So that is just anoth-
er example of how this is a racial issue
and not a class issue.” 

In her book Moore also writes about
growing up in Chatham, a black, middle-
class Chicago neighborhood. 

“Growing up in Chatham, I loved it. I
do write about the pitfalls, the black tax,
not having the amenities and some of the
other downsides, but as far as a communi-
ty goes, and your neighbors, all of that
stuff helps shape who I am. 

“So I am very careful in
not painting black neighbor-
hoods or black people as
things or places or people
who need fixing. 

“Donald Trump has recently
made Chicago his punching
bag, and ‘inner city’ is his code
word and ‘Chicago’ is his
other code word, and he keeps
saying that black neighbor-
hoods are hell,” she said.
“And even though I am writ-
ing about the problems, and

they really have to do with federal, local
and state policies, I am not saying that
black people need white neighbors to be
better. I am not saying that white students
are going to make black students better.” 

The book also has a chapter on public
housing and how the city has torn down
the high-rises. 

“The vertical segregation is now hori-
zontal segregation, giving people subsi-
dized housing vouchers in under-
resourced neighborhoods,” she said.

In a chapter called “We Are Not Chi-
raq,” Moore rails against against the term. 

“I finished writing this before Spike
Lee’s horrible movie came out, which is
just awful on so many levels.

“But I also did a media study of the Sun-
Times and the Tribune over 40 years and
how they covered violence. And outside of
that, I started going through some archives. 

“Chicago has always been more violent
than New York. And in the 1920s, the
Tribune had a murder clock on the front
page, counting the murders. The differ-
ence is that back then violence and mur-
ders of white people were seen as a com-
munity problem.” 

 News beat
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century. C-SPAN taped Taylor at Bradley
University in Peoria. ... Stories by Steve
Bogira and Edward “Ted” McClelland

were listed Oct. 5 by
Chicago Magazine’s
Whet Moser as among
his all-time favorites
to appear in the
Chicago Reader. ...
Kate DiCamillo, a
2016 SMA book
awards finalist, in
October was named a
National Book Awards
finalist for Raymie

Nightengale. ... Stuart Dybek, Rick
Kogan, Patricia McNair, Dominic
Pacyga and Joe Meno are among the
authors whose work appears in We Speak
Chicagoese (Side
Street Press, Sept. 17
2016). ... Stan “Tex”
Banash recently
returned from a three-
day tour through cen-
tral Illinois promoting
his book, Roadside
History of Illinois. He
made presentations at
the Washington
District Library in Washington, at the Mt.
Pulaski Historical Museum in Mt. Pulaski
and at the Abraham Lincoln Home
Visitors Center. The trip, Stan says, was
“very successful.” ...Vicki Quade
returned to Guam in October for three
performances of her interactive show,
“Saints & Sinners Bingo.” Vicki says, “It

was great.” ... The
American Planning
Association has
released “Subdivision
Design and Flood
Hazard Areas, a
Planning Advisory
Service Report,” edit-
ed and managed by
Jim Schwab. Jim con-
tributed two of the six

chapters. ... Joan Kufrin, along with her
son, Ben, was among the fans inter-
viewed by the Chicago Tribune Nov. 2 in
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Author Robert Nelson, who will
present the Society’s Nov. 22 pro-
gram, is the former Chicago

director of harbors and marine services.
His book, Dirty Waters, is a no-holds-
barred memoir of his time moored in a
corrupt bureaucracy. 

Here is what Nelson tells Literary
License:

Literary License: The Chicago harbors
had a longtime reputation for corruption.
Your four predecessors ended up in
prison. What was a former chaplain such
as yourself doing there?

Robert Nelson: After being fired from
Cornell for my radical anti-war activities,
then fired from the University of Chicago,
for similar reasons, I
dropped out and spent
12 years at Grebe
Shipyard selling sail-
boats into Chicago har-
bors without ever brib-
ing anyone. 

When Harold
Washington took over
the Park District, the
FBI targeted the director of harbors, who
ultimately was indicted, along with eight
harbor employees. With my degree in
ethics and harbor knowledge but with no
political clout, I was hired. 

Basically because of the rampant cor-
ruption and intense FBI investigations, no
one else wanted the job. A year later I was
promoted to superintendent of special
services, in charge of all non-tax revenue
producers on the lakefront, Soldier Field,
golf courses, concessions, parking
garages, etc. – all the things that tempted
previous senior executives into trouble.

Literary License: At what point did
you decide you should write a book about
your experiences?

Robert Nelson: In the first few months
on the job, several bribery attempts from
powerful politically connected people led
me to start taking notes on conversations
and meetings to cover my ass should I be
accused, or set up as a scapegoat, which I
worried me more than anything.

By the time I was terminated in 1993, I

had assembled hundreds of notes, press
stories, documents, memos, etc. (none
classified or secret, by the way) in my base-
ment. Friends kept telling me to write the
book, so, being an old English major, I did.

Literary License: What will surprise
readers most about this book?

Robert Nelson:
Readers will be sur-
prised what a huge
Chicago bureaucracy
looks like from the
inside and my attempts
to be a "pneumacrat,"
one who stays true to
the spirit of the law,
not the letter, and

therefore ironically gets into trouble for
the right reasons.

Literary License: What are your
favorite books about Chicago and corrup-
tion?

Robert Nelson: I don't read a lot of
Chicago corruption books, although I did
read Zephyr Teachout’s Corruption In
America, From Benjamin Franklin's Snuff
Box to Citizens United and Gary Rivlin's
Fire On The Prairie. I read Chicago
books: The South Side by Natalie Y.
Moore, Slaughterhouse by Dominic A.
Pacyga, Hack by Dmitry Samarov and
The Wagon by Martin Preib are a few.

Literary License: Are you planning
another book?

Robert Nelson: I am just finishing a
similar nonfiction book about my 11 years
as CEO of the Hammond Port Authority,
a huge marina, several parks and a casino
complex bordering Chicago on Lake
Michigan, from which I was not fired but
retired with a nice watch and a party from
the mayor.

Literary
Landscape

R.J.
Nelson

Nov. 22, 2016, program

Cliff Dwellers
200 S. Michigan Avenue
22nd floor

6 p.m. - Social Hour
7 p.m. - Program

Free - donations accepted

‘Friends kept telling me to
write the book, so I did’

Kate DiCamillo
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Wrigleyville when the Cubs won the
World Series. ... Stephen T. Johnson
talked about his SMA award-winning
Alphabet School Aug. 28 at the Lawrence
(Kansas) Public Library. He also was on
Kansas Public Radio on Sept. 11. ... When
San Bernardino County, California, quil-

ters created 30 wall
hangings inspired by
their favorite chil-
dren’s books, one
quilter chose Stella
Pevsner’s 1999 Sing
for Your Father, Su
Phan, co-authored
with Fay Tang. ...
Rick Kogan wrote in
the Oct. 10 Chicago

Tribune that the Cliff Dwellers Club in
Chicago, where the Society of Midland
Authors gathers for many of its programs
and often holds its annual dinner, has
“one of the greatest views to be found.” ...
Stuart Dybek appeared at the Cliff
Dwellers at an Oct 20 “salon,” along with
artist Mary Livoni, who has created
posters based on Dybek's work. Stuart
also did a Q&A and
read selections from
his book The Coast of
Chicago Oct. 10 at
the Roselle (Illinois)
Public Library. He
also read at Western
Illinois University in
Macomb on Oct. 12
and at Bryn Mawr on
Oct. 5. ... Disco
Demolition: The Night Disco Died, co-
authored by Dave Hoekstra, has spent
time as No. 1 on Amazon.com in photo-
journalism. ... Emily Victorson is sched-
uled to moderate a panel discussion with
local mystery authors at the Chicago
Book Expo on Nov. 13. ... Shane Gericke
spoke about his latest thriller, The Fury,
and related writing topics at the Michigan
City Public Library’s “Writing Out Loud”
author interview series, held Sept. 24 at
the Helmut Jahn-designed literary show-
case that overlooks Lake Michigan. ...
The Hollywood Reporter on Oct. 12 said
Scott Turow’s book due out May 23,
“follows a lawyer trying to resurrect his

career and personal life by solving a
decade-old mystery about the fate of a
Bosnian War refugee camp and winning a
[The] Hague conviction.” ... In
September, Rebecca Makkai led a three-
day workshop titled “The Basics of
Fiction: For Newbies and Pros” for the
Iowa Writers’ House. She also has work
in the new Best American Nonrequired
Reading and Pushcart Prize anthologies,
plus a new story forthcoming this
December in Tin House. ... Patricia
Skalka is hopscotching around the
Midwest following the release of her lat-
est mystery, Death In Cold Water (See
Literary Latest, Page 7). Her events
include a September launch at Women
and Children First
Bookstore (Chicago),
as well as appear-
ances at the
Kerrytown BookFest
(Ann Arbor);
Washington Island
Literary Festival
(Door County,
Wisconsin); The
Reader's Loft (Green
Bay); and The
Peninsula Bookman (Fish Creek,
Wisconsin). In October, she spoke to a
local chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma
(Woodstock) and did readings at Once
Upon a Crime (Minneapolis); Chapter 2
Books (Hudson, Wisconsin); Mystery to
Me (Madison); and, Centuries and Sleuths
(Forest Park) before heading to the
Magana Cum Murder Festival
(Indianapolis) as a panel participant and
moderator. Other events include:

Southeast Wisconsin Festival of Books
(Waukesha, Wisconsin) on Nov. 5; Steel
Pen Conference (Merrillville, Indiana) on
Nov. 12; Anderson's Bookshop (Downers
Grove) on Nov. 13; the Caestecker
Library (Green Lake, Wisconsin), Nov.
15; Boswell Books (Milwaukee) on Nov.
16; and Bookends and
Beginnings
(Evanston) on Nov.
20, where she will be
in conversation with
Libby Fischer
Hellman. Also, view-
able on YouTube is an
interview Skalka did
in spring as one of
three mystery writers
on WYCC’s Mystery Marathon. And
Lynn Sloan and Joyce Burns Zeiss
appeared with Patricia Nov. 7 at the
Wilmette (Illinois) Library to talk about
writing as a midlife second career. “We
had a very positive evening, a good
turnout and very engaged audience,”
Patricia writes.  ... The cover of the Oct.
28-Nov. 3 Chicago News was a review of
Lori Andrews’ book I Know Who You
Are and I Saw What You Did: Social
Networks and the Death of Privacy. The
Nov. 4-10 issue included an article about
Lori’s “Internet Privacy Issues Threaten
Our Freedom.” Lori appeared on NBC5
Chicago Nightly News Nov. 9 to discuss
the legal issues raised when an impostor
creates an offensive Facebook profile in
someone else’s name. She explained why
a federal law makes it difficult to force a
social network to remove a fake account.
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A view from the
Cliff Dwellers
Club during the
Society’s Oct. 11
program. Rick
Kogan calls the
sweeping panora-
ma “one of the
greatest views to
be found.” (Photo
by Thomas
Frisbie)
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Also, Lori was named a finalist in early
October for Illinois Tech's Nayar Prize, a
social impact innovation competition. ...
On Oct. 20, Publishers Daily Reviews
wrote of Steven Burgauer’s 2010 book
The Road to War: Duty & Drill, Courage
& Capture, “[I]t carries with it a tone and
craftsmanship at once eminently readable
and startlingly personal. ... Five-plus un-
equivocal stars to The Road to War. It’s an
extraordinary read everyone should
enjoy.” ... The
Washita Battlefield’s
book club of Chey-
enne, Oklahoma, dis-
cussed The High Div-
ide by Lin Enger on
Nov. 3 and was set to
do so again on Nov.
21. ... The Oct. 14
LA Progressive said
Building Global
Labor Solidarity, edited by Kim Scipes,
“is an important work that should be in
the hands of scholars, unionists and
working-class activists – a vital handbook
that lays out a sharp history of labor
struggles and presents an analysis of con-
crete efforts underway to promote and
sustain a decent and peaceful world.” ...
Kate Hannigan and Keir Graff were
among the five authors discussing writing
and publishing stories for young readers

at an Oct. 23 event
co-sponsored by the
Midwest Chapter of
the Mystery Writers
of America and
Concordia University
Chicago's Center for
Literacy. Keir writes
it was, “an achingly
beautiful fall after-
noon. A very good
discussion and we

raffled off [advance reading copies] of
my next kids' book, The Matchstick
Castle. ... Kathryn J. Edin discussed her
SMA award-winning $2.00 a Day: Living
on Almost Nothing in America Oct. 25 at
Johns Hopkins University. ... The Oct. 22
La Crosse (Wisconsin) Tribune reported
Kathie Giorgio got the inspiration for

her second novel, Learning To Tell (a
Life)Time when the words “Cooley never
expected to cry when her mother died”
flashed across her closed eyelids while
she was relaxing during a hot stone mas-
sage. “I said, ‘Oh, shoot!’ and ran home
to write,” Kathie said. ... The Oct. 19
Wilber (Nebraska) Republican reported
Julia Cook “specializes in stories, based
on the latest research, that teach kids
social skills like dealing with test anxiety,
accepting both positive and negative
feedback and how to deal with bullies.”
... The St. Paul (Minnesota) Pioneer Press
profiled Jonis Agee on Sept. 4 (See
Literary Latest, Page 9). Jonis said the
idea for her latest book “was planted in
her imagination in the early 1990s, when
she spent time driving around the
Rosebud and Pine Ridge reservations in
southern South Dakota.” ... Jonathan
Eig was at the
Kankakee Public
Library on Oct. 20 as
part of the library's
One Book, One
Community event.
Jonathan told the
Kankakee Daily
Journal, “I look for
great characters, con-
flict, things people
don't know enough about, and things I'm
curious about.” As for his research, “I've
crawled under people's beds looking for
documents. To me, that's like deep sea
diving for pirate treasure. I go under
people's beds and in their closets look-
ing for old boxes of letters and I get
very excited about that.” ... On Oct.
14, Philly.com quoted John Christgau
in a story about the death of of former
NBA star Joe Fulks, who pioneered the
jump shot. ... On Nov. 3, Jerry Apps
spoke at his 125th Wisconsin library.
This one was the Rock Springs Public
Library. ... Clark Elliott gave a talk
Nov. 7 at the Evanston (Illinois) Public
Library. 

Correction: Longtime SMA member
Paul Green died Sept. 10, not Sept. 9, as
reported in the print version of the
October Literary License. 

Follow Biblio File on Twitter
@BiblioFile_SMA

Keir Graff

Kathie Giorgio

Jonathan Eig

BY GREG BORZO

Here are the Society of Midland
Authors programs scheduled for next
year. The annual dinner will be in May.

January:
On Tuesday the

10th, Robert Elder
will discuss his popu-
lar new book Hidden
Hemingway: Inside the
Ernest Hemingway
Archives of Oak Park.
This hardcover, cof-
fee-table book is both
a time capsule and a
biography of the local,
Nobel Prize-winning author. 

Elder’s book and PowerPoint feature
never-before-seen items from
Hemingway’s life, such as family photos,
teenage diaries, bullfighting tickets and
love letters. 

This free hour-long program starts at
6:00 p.m. at the Harold Washington
Library Center, 400 S. State Street. 

February:
On Tuesday the 14th, Edward

McClelland will discuss his fascinating
new book How to Speak Midwestern.

Pittsburgh toilet, squeaky cheese, city
chicken, shampoo banana, and Chevy in
the Hole are all phrases that are familiar
to Midwesterners but sound foreign to
anyone living outside the region. This
book explains not only what
Midwesterners say but also how and why
they say it. 

The book covers such topics as: the
causes of the Northern cities vowel shift,
why the accents in Fargo miss the nasali-
ty that’s a hallmark of Minnesota speech,
and why Chicagoans talk more like peo-
ple from Buffalo than their next-door
neighbors in Wisconsin. 

Readers from the Midwest will have a
better understanding of why they talk the
way they do, and readers who are not
from the Midwest will know exactly what
to say the next time someone ends a sen-
tence with ”eh?”.

April:
In April SMA will offer a poetry pro-

gram by Roger Bonair-Agard. 

Upcoming programs

Robert Elder
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cruel persecutions. The idea came from
Greg Pierce at ACTA, which is also a
local distributor of the novel, the basis of
the upcoming Martin Scorsese movie.

“Greg also has a series of books that he
calls ‘Literary Portals to Prayer,’ in which
he links selections from a great writer,
such as William Shakespeare, with
excerpts from the modern paraphrase
translation of the Bible, the Message.
I've been a fan of Edith Wharton since
my then-teenage daughter Sarah intro-
duced me to Ethan Frome. 

“Roaming throughout the length and
breadth of Wharton's work for this book
was great fun. It also led me to read sev-
eral of her books I had missed.”  

TWELFTH BOOK

Un-American (CityFiles Press, Nov,
15, 2016) by Richard Cahan and
Michael Williams, takes a look at gov-
ernment photos that document the incar-
ceration of Japanese Americans during
World War II. The book includes photo-
graphs that have never been seen pub-
licly.

This is the 12th book by Cahan and
Williams. Frank Sugano, who was born in

20TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION

Stephen F. Austin University Press has
released a 20th anniversary re-issue of
Grace Bauer's book, The Women At The
Well (May 18, 2016), a collection of bib-
lical revisionist poems that Alicia
Ostriker calls "a marvelous addition to
this body of literature."

Literary Latest

‘A MUST-READ’

What does a poem written by Abraham
Lincoln when he was a boy – the oldest
piece of writing linked to Lincoln –
reveal about Lincoln as a child? 

In Under Lincoln's Hat: 100 Objects
that Tell the Story of His Life and Legacy
(Lyons Press, 2016), Carla Knorowski
and James Cornelius delve into such
questions. 

Cornelius is the Lincoln Curator at the
Abraham Lincoln
Presidential Library
and Museum in
Springfield, Illinois.

More than 52,000
artifacts and docu-
ments related to
Lincoln – from the
slate on which he
wrote as a boy to the
axe he used to chop
wood for soldiers
shortly before he died

– are safeguarded by the Abraham
Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum
in Springfield, Illinois.  

Under Lincoln's Hat focuses on just
100 objects from this enormous collection
to tell the story of a deeply complex yet
extraordinarily simple and down-to-earth
man. 

Historian Doris Kearns Goodwin writes:
“Under Lincoln's Hat illuminates the life
of our 16th president, Abraham Lincoln,
in the most personal of ways through sto-
rytelling and imagery as only the
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library
and Museum and its vast collections 
can do. It is a must-read for Lincoln
lovers.”

Carla
Knorowski 

TWO NEW BOOKS

Patrick T. Reardon published two
books in September from ACTA – Faith
Stripped to Its Essence: A Discordant
Pilgrimage through Shusaku Endo's
Silence, which looks at the Japanese
novel that was the inspiration for Martin
Scorsese's upcoming "Silence" movie,
and Edith Wharton: Illuminated by the
Message, a selec-
tion of Wharton's
writings presented
with parallel bibli-
cal excerpts.  

Reardon writes to
say, “For the last
four years, I've been
working on a book
about the untold
story of the impact
of the elevated
Loop on the stability and development of
Chicago. But I took time off from that to
write Faith Stripped to Its Essence
because the book gave me a chance to do
literary criticism and theological analysis
focused on the very powerful novel
Silence about Catholic missionaries in
17th century Japan during incredibly

Patrick T.
Reardon
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TRAIN STORY

Patrick McBriarty’s latest book is
City Railways Go Above and Below
(CurlyQ Press, Oct. 11, 2016). It’s part of
the PTM Werks series for children he cre-
ated in 2014. 

With illustrations by Johanna Kim, the
books in the series are intended to bring
excitement about the inner workings of
bridges, planes and other transportation-
related machines to a younger audience. 

SEQUEL TO NOBODY’S ANGEL

In Jack Clark’s new book
(CreateSpace, Aug. 27, 2016), Eddie
Miles is a Chicago cabdriver who spends
most of his waking hours behind the
wheel of his night-shift taxi. His only
friends are a small circle of fellow cab-

an incarceration camp, helped edit Un-
American. 

‘EXCELLENT POLICE PROCEDURAL’

Death In Cold Water by Patricia
Skalka (University of Wisconsin Press,
Oct. 11, 2016), the third volume in the
Dave Cubiak Door County Mystery
series, sets the former Chicago homicide
detective turned county sheriff on the trail
of two mysteries: one old and one new. 

As the concept for the series evolved,
Skalka says, she envisioned protagonist
Sheriff Dave Cubiak as the kind of sheriff
she hoped would come to her aid if she
ever needed help. 

“He is an idea that slowly assumed a
personality and a physical presence,”
Skalka tells Literary License. “Sur-
prisingly, Cubiak, who started off morose
and rather unlikable, has developed

something of a fan club, with readers
voicing concern about his well-being,
weighing in on his romantic prospects,
and lining up for the next Dave Cubiak
story.” 

SMA member Libby Fischer
Hellmann wrote, “Skalka has created
magic with this excellent police procedur-
al. She confronts Sheriff Dave Cubiak
with a kidnapping, snakes and even a bag
of nearly drowned kittens, deftly brought
together in crisp, evocative prose. A great
read!” 

Booklist wrote, “This solid Midwestern
procedural starring a tenacious cop who
earns every ounce of respect he receives
would pair nicely with Henry Kisor's
Steve Martinez series.”   

UPDIKE INTERVIEWS 

John Updike scholar James Plath 
has compiled a collection of Updike
interviews into a new book, John
Updike’s Pennsylvania Interviews
(Lehigh University Press, 2016),

Updike’s “Rabbitt” novels were set in
Pennsylvania, where Updike was born
and raised.

Because Updike asked that his personal
letters not be published, scholars must
turn for insights to interviews he gave,
most of which are hard to find. This col-
lection of interviews portrays the bond
between Updike and his home state of
Pennsylvania. 

bies. He lost his wife to divorce years
ago. She then moved west out to
Southern California, taking their 9-year-
old daughter, Laura, along for the ride.

When Laura shows up unexpectedly
one winter day, Eddie thinks it’s the
answer to his prayers. She’s no longer a
little girl. She’s 18 and to Eddie she’s
smart, funny, and beautiful. But she won’t
talk about why she suddenly decided to
come home. Eddie’s afraid to push for

answers. He’s afraid the bubble will pop,
and one day it does.

Eddie is soon on his way to California,
in search of answers to his many unasked
questions. This is a follow up to Nobody’s
Angel, which was published by Hard
Case Crime in 2010. The Washington
Post called that book “a gem,” and “just
about perfect.”
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Literary Latest

FAMILY SAGA 

Jonis Agee’s new book, The Bones of
Paradise: A Novel (William Morrow,
Aug. 2, 2016), is a multigenerational
family saga set 10 years after the
Wounded Knee massacre in Nebraska’s
Sand Hills. 

As the publisher describes the novel,
J.B. Bennett, a white rancher, and Star, a
young Native American woman, are mur-
dered in a remote meadow on J.B.’s land.
The deaths bring together the scattered
members of the Bennett family: J.B.’s

TELLING THEIR STORIES 

Shari Wagner edited Finding the
Words: Stories and Poems of Women
Veterans (INwords, 2016)

“[The book] grew out of a six-month
workshop I led and is published by the
Indiana Writers Center,” Wagner writes.

In the book, 10 women veterans from a 
World War II Marine to an Army gunner
in Iraq, share personal stories of what it’s
like to be a woman in the U.S. military.

19 STORIES

On Nov. 1,  Jonathan Cape/Vintage
published The Start of Something:The
Selected Stories of Stuart Dybek.

The book includes 19 tales of growing
up, wising up and falling in love.

cunning and hard father, Drum; his
estranged wife, Dulcinea; and his teenage
sons, Cullen and Hayward. As the mys-
tery of these twin deaths unfolds, the his-
tory of the dysfunctional Bennetts and
their damning secrets is revealed, expos-
ing the conflicted heart of a nation caught
between past and future.  

Booklist calls The Bones of Paradise
“A haunting tale . . . Agee brilliantly
interweaves two stories of loss, guilt and
vengeance, which play out against the
vivid backdrop of the [Nebraska] Sand
Hills . . . Beautifully rendered and
thought-provoking.” 

Kirkus Reviews wrote, “A deceptively
leisurely, intensely heart-rending histori-
cal about greed and love gone wrong . . .
Rose and Dulcinea are women strong
enough to cow John Wayne. . . .[in] this
sexy, violent, intricate Western.”

The Dallas Morning News said, “The
Bones of Paradise is part noir, part
Western, and all kinds of good . . . a
remarkable tale of greed and violence . . .
Jonis Agee is a master novelist.” 

Continued from Page 7

Donald H. Greiner, professor of English
Emeritus at the University of South
Carolina, wrote, “James Plath is one of
the premier authorities on Upike’s work
and days. Professor Plath’s earlier book,
Conversations With John Updike, is the
most quoted book in Updike studies.”

Updike loathed interviews but granted
many of them anyway. 

The book includes NPR radio inter-
views and articles published in the
Sunday Bulletin, the Reading (Pa.) Eagle

and Reading Times,
Pittsburgh Press,
Lancaster’s
Intelligencer Journal,
Philadelphia Inquirer
and Berks County
Living. 

Previously, Plath,
who is president of the
John Updike Society,
edited the 1994
Conversations with

John Updike.
Gathering material for the new book

was more difficult than might be expect-
ed.

Many small libraries no longer main-
tain newspaper archives and many budg-
et-cutting newspapers have done away
with their own morgues. That poses a
challenge for scholars such as Plath who
want to track down materials that may
not yet have come to light.

James Plath
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Rules for the 2017 SMA book awards

The Society of Midland Authors is
now accepting submissions for its
annual literary awards, which will

honor books by Midwestern authors pub-
lished in 2016.

Each winner will receive $500 and a
recognition award. The judges in each
category may also deem one or two final-
ists as worthy of recognition, and each
finalist will receive a commemorative
award. These honors will be given out at
the awards banquet the second Tuesday in
May.

A book may be nominated by its author
or publisher. Authors do not need to be
members of the Society of Midland
Authors in order to enter the contest.
Please read the following rules carefully
before submitting:

- An entry form must accompany each
book. One copy of the book and one entry
form go to each of the three judges in its
category. That means a total of three
forms per title (three judges, three forms,
three books). Books unaccompanied by
completed entry forms will not be consid-
ered.

- Each book entry must have a 2016
publication date with corresponding copy-
right date. The author must either reside
in, be born in, or have strong ties to one
of the 12 Midland states SMA represents:
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan,
Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North
Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota and
Wisconsin.

- Each submission requires an entry fee
of $10. To pay by PayPal or credit card,
go to:

http://secure.jotform.us/form/4254783575
5163

You may also pay by mailing a check to
Society of Midland Authors, P.O. Box
10419, Chicago, IL 60610. This payment
must identify the book title, author and
source of check, so SMA knows which
author and book entry to confirm as a
paid entry. (You may use the "comments"
box to write the information for PayPal.
Copy the entry form to go with your snail
mail check.)

- For now, we do not consider e-book
originals unless accompanied by a print

edition.
- Books by deceased authors are eligi-

ble, providing they meet the other require-
ments.

- Submissions must be postmarked by
January 9, 2016. We urge early submis-
sions. Send entries to the appropriate
judges.

- To enter this year's competition, print
out the entry form at this link: http://mid-
landauthors.com/contest_form.html.
Include a completed copy with each nom-
inated book. Mail a copy of the form and
the book to each of the three judges in the
selected category. 

Do not mail the book to the Society's
P.O. box. Make sure that you enter the
book in the proper category. (For exam-
ple, all children's books go to children's
categories, rather than Poetry or
Biography and Memoir, which are for
adult submissions only.) Books submitted
to improper categories will be disquali-
fied.

Judges for books published in 2016

Please send a book and entry form to
each judge in your category.

Adult Fiction
- Stephen Sposato, 1440 W Argyle St

#1, Chicago, IL 60640 

- David MacLean, 2232 W. Giddings St
Chicago, Il 60625 

-Eckhard Gerdes, 4212 Chesapeake
Drive, Apt. 1A, Aurora, IL 60504

Adult Nonfiction
- Susan Croce Kelly, 29233 Cardinal

Lane, Gravois Mills, MO 65037, susan-
crocekelly@gmail.com

- Kim Hiltwein, 820 Hinman Avenue,
Evanston, IL 60202 

- Libby Hellmann, 272 Summerfield
Road, Northbrook, IL 60062 

Biography and Memoir
-  Bob Remer, 5840 N. Kenmore,

Chicago, IL 60660 
- Jerry Apps, 522 Togstad Glenn,

Madison, WI 53711 
- Ronne Hartfield, 5750 S. Kenwood

Avenue, Chicago, IL 60637

Children's Fiction
- Marlene Targ Brill, 314 Lawndale,

Wilmette, IL 60091 
- Patricia McKissack, 14629 Timberlake

Manor Ct., Chesterfield, MO 63017
- Mary Losure, 1311 Osceola Ave., St.

Paul, MN 55105

Children's Nonfiction
- Pat Kummer, 2671 Normandy Place,

Lisle, IL 60532-1081 
- Andrea Warren, 4908 W. 71st St.,

Prairie Village, KS 66208 
- Suzanne Slade, 605 Dawes St.,

Libertyville IL 60048 

Poetry
- Rosina Neginsky, PO Box 2175,

Station A, Champaign, IL 61825
- Jill Baumgaertner,  841 W. Monroe

St., #5PH, Chicago, IL 60607 
- Joshua Corey, 729 Emerson St. #3W,

Evanston, IL 60201 

Entry confirmation
If you'd like to confirm that your entry

reached the judges, please send a self-
addressed stamped postcard with each
book submission. 

Or you can contact Marlene Targ Brill,
marlenetbrill@comcast.net, who will veri-
fy whether your entry arrived.

Alice Dreger (left) and SMA Board
Member Walter Podrazik chat in May
at the annual SMA book awards dinner
at the Cliff Dwellers Club in Chicago.
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This is Part 14 of the history of the
Society. 

In 1930, The Chicagoan magazine
called the SMA “that noted inner cir-
cle.” After the SMA published a four-

page pamphlet listing all the books pub-
lished by its members that year, The
Chicagoan noted that "the admirable
group did a lot of work during 1930." 

But in 1933, the magazine published a
piece by Richard Atwater lampooning the
SMA as a group domi-
nated by female cook-
book authors. 

Suggesting that the
World's Fair in
Chicago should
include a Temple of
Literature, Atwater
described what the
mural depicting the
Midland Authors would look like: “the
modern Rembrandt will softly paint an
eloquent kitchen stove – perhaps one
from the Hotel Sherman – surrounded
especially by those of the lady members
of the Society as have penned eminent
cookbooks, hovering daintily around the
conquered flames in their gold-filleted
hair and fluttering Grecian gowns."

In 1930, SMA secretary Elizabeth
Knobel reported in verse about the
events of one meeting on a snowy
day. The Chicagoan magazine
printed her dispatch:

Boreas raged and the snow-
drifts piled

But the Midland Authors
serenely
smiled.

On the Fortnightly hearth the
flames leaped high

And the lions purred as they
basked close by.

Listening with glad anticip-
tions

To that "master of many fascinations,”
Vachel Lindsay get hold "be-caws"
You cannot resist his intriguing clause.
Raptly we chanted that fruitful line
"What did you see in Palestine?"
Much did he see and much did he tell
And the Midland Authors they loved it well.

Alice Gerstenberg was urged to talk
Of her late experience in old New Yawk.
And our heartfelt interest did she engage
In symbolic art of the modern stage.
Dorothy Aldis gave us to munch on
Worms for our dinner and worms for our

luncheon.
Jessica North, also Vincent Starrett –
Well, you should have been there to

share it.
And hear Miss Monroe give a

Shakespeare sonnet –
Inlaid beauty – our

blessings on it!
Such was the warmth

that was thereabout
That snow-bound

Chicago is now
thawed out.

By 1931, the Society
had begun a newsletter

– a typewritten letter, usually a few pages
long, reporting on news about its mem-
bers. 

In the Jan. 14, 1931, issue,
Secretary Mary Dickerson
Donahey chided members for
not letting her know about all of
the books they had coming out. 

"HAIL! HAIL! I'm quite cer-
tain the gang's not all here, and I

shan't say the naughty word
because I do care!" she

wrote. "I asked for your
1931 books, you know,
and am certain they
are not all reported – I
know about one or two
that aren't! So I'm giv-
ing you another

month before the
1931 list is sent."
In 1936, the Society's
newsletter erroneously
reported the death of
member Marjorie Allen

Seiffert, a poet in Moline, Illinois.
A day after the letter went out,
Donahey began receiving "agi-
tated phone calls" from Seiffert's
friends. Seiffert herself wrote to Harriet
Monroe: "I write myself to tell you that I
am hardly dead at all, but having a fine
time, and much more alive than usual!

Have not even had a bad cold this winter,
and hope nobody sends flowers." 

In the next newsletter, Donahey wrote:
"Well, this publication is becoming almost
professional! We have laid ourselves open
to our first libel suit. ... never again will a
death be announced in this letter that is
not super-official." 

Seiffert lived another 34 years, dying in
1970.

In 1938, when Adeline Pynchon was in
charge of the newsletter, she included a
note encouraging members to send in

news about themselves. 
Bess Streeter Aldrich, a member
in Elmwood, Nebraska, replied:

"The MIDLAND AUTHORS
appeal came in the mail this
morning and while I'm not
very good at running and
telling all about myself at the
slightest provocation, I do

think anyone who tries to carry
on a news letter should have

some news with which to work. So
here goes a report on myself
with no thought as to whether
anyone cares." Aldrich reported

that the Saturday Evening Post
was serializing part of her new
book, Song of Years. She also
wrote about spending two
months in Hollywood and see-
ing Hamlin Garland at a dinner
party.

In a newsletter dated Jan. 3,
1939, Pynchon thanked SMA

members for sending in their
news. 

"For this letter 'to keep the
writers of the middle west in

closer touch with each other's activities',
you have responded in a way that shows
your desire to keep the ball rolling," she
wrote.

I am writing to tell
you that I am hardly
dead at all, but having a
fine time, and much more
alive than usual!  

“
Society of Midland Authors in the ’30s

Literary
Lore

Robert
Loerzel

Dorothy Aldis

Harriett Monroe

Vincent Starrett

”



11LITERARY LICENSE, NOVEMBER 2016



Society of Midland Authors
P.O. Box 10419
Chicago IL 60610
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W. Nikola-Lisa, the author of 27 books,
is a former professor of education at
National-Louis University, a 1990 Ezra
Jack Keats Fellow, as well as an active
storyteller and musician. 

Nikola-Lisa’s experiences as a parent
reading to his daughters and as a second
grade teacher led him to try his hand at
being an author. 

He sold his first book, Night is Coming,
to E.P. Dutton in 1988.

Among his award-winning books are
Bein’ With You This Way (Lee & Low

Books, 1994), a Jane Addams Award
Honor Book; Shake Dem Halloween
Bones (HMCo Books
for Young Readers,
2000), which won the
2001 State of
Wisconsin's Golden
Archer Award, and
How We Are Smart
(Lee & Low Books,
2000), recipient of a
2007 Christopher
Award.

Among his recent
books, all published by Gyroscope

Books, Nikola-Lisa's self-publishing
imprint, are Dragonfly: A Childhood
Memoir (2010), Dear Frank: Babe 
Ruth, the Red Sox and the Great War
(2011), The Men Who Made the Yankees
(2014), and, most recently, Shark Man
(2015). 

On his website, he says, “Now I write
full time and travel the country as an
author and storyteller, sharing my writing
and publishing experiences with students
pre-K to eighth grade.”

He was nominated by Marlene Targ
Brill.

New Members

W. Nikola-Lisa

Dues cover mailings and other organi-
zational expenses, but the Society always
needs additional money for programs,

such as the awards at the annual May
book awards banquet. Thanks to Aric J.
Lasher and Richard Lindberg, who
made recent contributions.

Note: SMA members can get a free
copy of our history, A Century of Winged
Words, by sending $1 for postage via
PayPal or to our post office box. 

SMA Support


