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A novel set in ‘The Stroll’

had long trek to finish line
Haki Madhubuti was awarded the

Fuller Award for Lifetime Achievement

on Nov. 18 at the Poetry Foundation in

co-sponsorship with

the Chicago Literary

Hall of Fame. ... Adam

Selzer will be author

guest of honor at Ill-

inois Science Fiction

in Chicago’s Windy-

Con 2016. ... The

Rollin M. Gerstacker

Foundation Donor-

Advised Fund at the

Midland Area Community Foundation

has awarded $100,000 to help fund the

Ellis N. Brandt Midland County (Mich.)

Historical Society Archives Collection

Endowment. The endowment honors the

contributions of Ellis N. “Ned” Brandt.

... Among the guest authors at the Oct. 21

Carl Sandburg Literary Awards at the Uni-

versity of Illinois at Chicago were: Rich-

ard Babcock, Blue Balliett, Greg Borzo,

Stuart Dybek, Amina Gautier, Aleksan-

dar Hemon, James Klise, Bob Marovich,

Martin Marty, Mary Morris, Nami Mun,

Christine Sneed and Scott Turow. ...

Timuel Black re-

ceived the  The Edwin

C. “Bill” Berry Civil

Rights Award Nov. 7

at the Chicago Urban

League’s 54th Annual

Golden Fellowship

Dinner. ... Anne

Calcagno wrote an

Oct. 29 Washington

Post article headlined, “Chicago has 3

new spaces for adults to release their

inner children.” It’s her fourth Post fea-

ture in a little over a year. ... In the Oct. 8

Chicago Tribune, the president of the Off

Campus Writers’ Workshop credited

“quality” authors such as Rebecca Johns,

Barbara Gregorich and Rebecca Makkai

for the success of the 69-year-old group,
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‘H
e tilted back and forth like a

metronome until he caught the

beat. Then he was whirling.

He swung to the music. He threw Opal

out, and he brought her back. He kicked

his feet, paused at the beat, then swung

her out again. ... His moves were smooth

and even, and he never missed a beat.”

The dancer? Al Capone in Mary

Morris’ The Jazz Palace. The scene grew

out of research she did for the novel,

Morris said at the Society of Midland

Authors Nov. 10 program at the Cliff

Dwellers Club in Chicago.

“That is one of the many stories in the

research that I loved,” Morris said. “I

loved finding out that Al Capone was a

great dancer, and the minute I read he was

a great dancer – because if you see him

he is built like a vault – so the fact that he

was light on his feet, he could really

swing, I thought, well, if he is a good

dancer, he is going to dance in my novel.

So I really had fun writing a scene where

he dances.”

The Jazz Palace is set in a neighbor-

hood called The Stroll on Jazz Age

Chicago’s South Side, a 13-block stretch

along State Street of clubs, dance palaces,

cabarets and vaudeville theaters, populat-

ed by gangsters and musicians, a place

that for black Chicagoans was where the

action was. The novel tells the story of a

young man from a Jewish family, a jazz

pianist, who sneaks down to the clubs and

eventually forms a collaboration with an

African-American jazz trumpeter. To help

get the nuances right, Morris spent four

years taking lessons in jazz piano.

She also spent a lot of time researching

The Stroll.

“It was the epicenter of music in the

world at that time,” she said. “There was

nothing like it. It's all gone, I mean every-

thing is gone. It all became slums, and

then it was torn down for the projects.

“Tim Samuelson, who is the cultural

historian for the City of Chicago, took me

down to The Stroll when I was research-

ing the book, and we would stand in front

of a boarded-up hardware store, and he

would say, well this is where the Lincoln

Gardens used to be, where Louis

Armstrong played his first set. And I am

like, wow, there is nothing left.”

Morris, who grew up in the north

Chicago suburb of Highland Park, said

the book was inspired by her father, who
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Haki Madhubuti

Timuel Black

Mary Morris talks about her book The Jazz

Palace Nov. 10 at the Cliff Dwellers Club in

Chicago. (Photo by Thomas Frisbie)
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which meets in Winnetka, Ill. ... Arnie

Bernstein discussed Swastika Nation on

RT (Russia Today), a Moscow-based

international television network. The

show was broadcast throughout Russia on

Nov. 9, then archived on the RT website.

... Cristina Henriquez’s The Book of

Unknown Americans was selected for the

Arlington Heights (Ill.) Memorial Library’s

“One Book One

Village” for 2015 and

was the topic of the

Skokie (Ill.) Library’s

“Top Shelf Book

Discussion” in August.

... The Nov. 18 Indiana-

polis Star called Ray

Boomhower “your go-

to guy for Hoosier

biographies.” ... Rick

Kogan wrote a Nov. 1

Chicago Tribune article headlined, “A

Lifetime of Reviews,” which analyzed how

Salman Rushdie’s books originally were

reviewed. ... Liveright/ W.W. Norton will

publish Anatomy of Innocence, a collection

edited by Laura Caldwell with a foreword

2
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Cristina

Henriquez

played piano and hung out in his younger

years at “black and tan” clubs on the

South Side of Chicago.

“I had left Chicago, and yet I longed to

be back here for complicated reasons, not

to mention that I love it. I felt I wanted to

honor that part of Chicago's history and

that part of my father's history,” she said.

“A lot what The Jazz Palace is about is

this connection between people and how

music can bring us together across

tragedy and cultural differences.”  

The New York Times Book Review

wrote of The Jazz Palace: “Fluid and

poetical ... With brio, Morris creates

music on the page.”

But, although she was encouraged by

Stuart Dybek to write the book, it wasn’t

an easy manuscript to get published. The

first version, an 850-page saga that ran

from the sinking of the SS Eastland in

1915 to the Democratic National

Convention in 1968, was rejected by 17

publishers, even though Morris had

already published 14 books at that point. 

“The first version that I

wrote, I really just wrote it

from my heart and my gut,”

she said.

Over the years, she kept

trimming and revising it and

sending it back to publishers.

As she worked on one of

the revisions, she realized

she needed a strong African-

American character.

“I was in a cab in my

neighborhood, Brooklyn,

coming to Chicago, and we

were going through the 

projects, and written on a wall was graffiti

that said, ‘Rest in peace, Napoleon Hill.’

By the time I got to the airport, Napoleon

Hill was a trumpeter, and he had come

from the South and his mother had left

him on a Delta porch, and he had a whole

life and a whole biography. He just

became an important, huge part of this

novel and was, in fact, the character that I

probably loved writing the most because

he was fully imagined.” 

Despite the revisions, the rejections

kept coming as steadily as the beat in one

of The Stroll’s jazz clubs. 

“I was a writer, I could sell a book, I

knew how to do this,” Morris said. “[But]

I couldn't sell the book that meant more to

me than anything I had ever done in my

life, and I couldn't understand it. So I put

it away, and I thought I had put it away

forever.” 

But in 2012, after realizing the book

could be even shorter, Morris got up early

one morning, pulled the manuscript from

the bottom of a stack on her office floor

and started trimming some more. 

“I looked at it and threw away the last

275 pages of it, from the repeal of

Prohibition in 1933 to 1968,” she said.

“And I sat at my desk, it was like 5:30 in

the morning, and I said,

‘This is the book.’ ”

By that point, publishers

had rejected The Jazz Palace

37 times. 

“All those 37 people were

right,” Morris said. “I had

been wrong.”

Morris went back to work

on the novel for another year

and a half. Then she called

her agent, fearing the agent

would refuse to send it out

again.

But the agent agreed to try.

“She said, ‘I always loved that book,’ ”

Morris said. 

Again, the rejections started coming in.

“I thought: This is unbearable,” Morris

said. “I’m sure anyone who has worked

on something they were very, very com-

mitted to – it was a difficult process for

me.”

Then Nan A. Talese, who had rejected

the book three times, accepted it on the

fourth. It had been 17 years since Morris

had begun work on the book.

“There aren’t many editors or agents

who would do that,” Morris said. “I said,

‘Why did you take it this time?’ And she

said, ‘Because you got it right.’ ” 
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Society of Midland Authors members

can now pay their membership dues,

buy tickets to the annual dinner and

make donations on our website with

PayPal (there is a $1 fee to help cover

PayPal’s fee). To make a donation, visit

our home page at www.midlandau-

thors.com and click on the "Donate"

button in the upper right corner.
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I couldn’t sell the

book that meant more to

me than anything else I

had ever done in my life,

and I couldn’t understand

it. 
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by Scott Turow, in the fall of 2016. ...

Steven Riess won the 2015 NASSH (North

American Society for Sport History) Prize

for best anthology for sport history for A

Companion to American Sport History

(Wiley-Blackwell: Chicester, Suffolk, UK

2014). A book in the "Sport and Entertain-

ment," series he edits by Michael E.

Lomax, Black Baseball

Entrepreneurs, 1902-

1931: The Negro

National and Eastern

Colored Leagues

(Syracuse University

Press, 2014), won a

SABR (Society for

American Baseball

Research) Baseball

Research Award for

2015. Steven’s book

City Games: The Evolution of American

Urban Society and the Rise of Sports

(University of Illinois Press, 1989) is

scheduled to be translated into Chinese by

Dr. Jing Feng (School of Sports at Jiangxi

University of Finance and Economics) for

China Sports Publications. ... Bill Barn-

hart reviewed Robert Reich’s new book,

Saving Capitalism for the Many, Not the

Few, for the Nov. 5 Chicago Tribune. ...

The Harris County (Ga.) Creekside

School chose Blue Balliett’s Chasing

Vermeer for the fall Schoolwide Read. ...

Among the authors who shared novel-

writing tips in the Nov. 5 Evanston (Ill.)

Review were Raymond Benson, Jay

Bonansinga, Libby Fischer Hellmann,

Christine Sneed and Scott Turow. ...

Cheryl Reed has a visiting appointment

at the University of Illinois at Chicago

next semester. She reports her classes are

already full. ... Christine Sneed’s latest

novel, Paris, He Said, was scheduled to

be featured in December on WNIJ’s

Winter Book Series. ... Biblio File legman

Richard Bales spotted a review Robert

Loerzel wrote for the November issue of

Playbill headlined, “Girl Talk: Remy

Bumppo Theatre revels in Noel Coward’s

‘Fallen Angels.’ ” ... Edward “Ted”

McClelland wrote a Nov. 19 article for

Belt Magazine about the Midwestern

Biblio File
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R
obert Marovich, who will present

the Jan. 12 SMA program, hosts

“Gospel Memories” on a Chicago

radio station and is founder and editor-in-

chief of The Journal of Gospel Music.

Literary License: What drew you to

the history of gospel music?

Robert A. Marovich: I have always

been a fan of African-American secular

music and American folk music. In the

early- to mid-1990s, after having spent

more than a decade learning about R&B,

blues, vocal harmony groups, and country

music – my senior thesis in college was

about traditional country music and Amer-

ican culture – I realized I knew nothing

about gospel music. At the same time, I

suspected that gospel influenced much of

the secular music I

loved, so I started

reading as many books

on gospel music I

could get my hands on.

LL: Your book has

been called "exhaus-

tively researched."

How did you get to the

roots of the early days

of gospel?

RM: A City Called Heaven would not

have been possible without two critical

primary sources. The most important

source was interviewing more than 50

individuals (artists, family members) who

were active in Chicago during gospel's

emergence and subsequent golden era. With

many of them well into their 80s, and a few

not in the best of health, it was a race against

time to capture their story. The second most

important source was the Chicago Defender

City Edition, on microfilm at the Chicago

Public Library. I scanned every issue of

the nation's most prominent African Amer-

ican newspaper, starting with late 1931

and continuing through the mid-1960s,

referencing a few issues from the 1920s.

The Defender not only provided details

about the day's gospel artists and the

churches from which they emerged, but also

who was popular and when, and long-for-

gotten artists needing greater attention.

LL: How important were Chicago and

the Midwest to the birth and rise of gospel

music?

RM: Essential. It was in Chicago where

newly transplanted southern migrants such

as Thomas A. Dorsey, Sallie Martin, Roberta

Martin, Theodore Frye, and Mahalia Jack-

son began breaking through the resistance

of the old established Protestant churches

with new songs that blended camp meet-

ing lyricism with an urban beat. The Na-

tional Convention of Gospel Choirs and

Choruses, established in Chicago in 1933,

first spread gospel songs and the gospel

chorus concept to Mid-

western cities, such as

St. Louis, Indianapolis,

Cleveland, Cincinnati,

and Detroit.

LL: Was it a chal-

lenge to include all that

research and still tell a

clear story?

RM: Indeed it was!

There was so much to tell that my original

manuscript was 25 percent larger than the

published version. The University of Ill-

inois Press copyeditors, my own copyedi-

tor Carol Terry, and I carefully edited the

book down to a publishable size by focus-

ing more on the story than on every detail.

LL: What's your next book?

RM: My next book, on which I am al-

ready at work, will be on the 1963 “Peace

Be Still” album by James Cleveland and

the Angelic Choir of Nutley, N.J. Recorded

at the height of the Civil Rights era, “Peace

Be Still” is one of the biggest-selling gospel

albums of all time – it sold something like

800,000 copies in its first few years of

release – and was placed in the Library of

Congress’ National Recording Registry.

What's amazing is that the Angelic Choir

was just your typical volunteer church

choir, but they went on to receive Grammy

nominations. My goal is to explain how

“Peace Be Still” came to be and, more

importantly, how it represented the world

view of an African American church com-

munity in the Northeast during one of the

country's most troubled times.

Literary

Landscape

Robert

Marovich

January 12, 2016, program

Harold Washington Library Ctr.

400 S. State St., Chicago 

6 p.m. - Program. Free

A gospel choir will perform with Gods Posse, a

gospel chorus.

A story of gospel music

Steven Riess
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accent headlined, “What’s in a Vowel: In

Search of the Disappearing Short-A

Rising.” Ted also did an interview about

it on WGN's “Outside the Loop.” ...

Anne-Marie Cusac wrote a Sept. 29 arti-

cle for The Progressive headlined,

“Getting Smart on

Crime: Conservatives

Discover Prison

Reform.” ... On Nov.

18, the Friends of the

Patterson (Wis.)

Memorial Library

hosted the premiere

showing of Jerry

Apps’ new Wiscon-

sin Public Television

documentary, “The

Land with Jerry Apps,” which was sched-

uled to air on Wisconsin Public TV on Dec.

2 at 7 p.m. Jerry tells Biblio File, “It is my

third hour-long documentary with public

TV. The first was ‘Jerry Apps: A Farm

Story,’ which aired across the country in

2012. The second was ‘A Farm Winter

with Jerry Apps,’ which also aired nation-

wide in 2013 and was based on my book

The Quiet Season, published by Wiscon-

sin Historical Society Press in 2013.” ...

Cynthia Clampitt gave a program titled

“How Rum Changed the World” Nov. 17

at the Morris (Ill.) Area Public Library

and at the Acorn Public Library in Oak

Forest, Ill. On Nov. 21, she gave a pres-

entation based on her book, Midwest

Maize, for the Society of Women Geogra-

phers. ... On Nov. 20, Rich Lindberg dis-

cussed his new book Gangland Chicago:

Criminality and Lawlessness in the Windy

City on Milt Rosenberg’s WGN-Radio

show. “I was joined by John Drummond,

formerly of WBBM,” Rich tells Biblio

File. “John and I have over the years

appeared on Milt's program about a half

dozen times.” Also, on Nov. 22 Rich

spoke on Paul Durica’s “Pocket Guide to

Hell” program at Chicago’s Hothouse

Tavern. “It was marking the 100th

anniversary of the execution of Swedish

labor radical Joe Hill in Utah,” Rich says.

“This eulogy for Hill featured musical

performances, readings and labor speech-

Biblio File
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Anne-Marie

Cusac

The Society of Midland Authors is

accepting submissions for its annual liter-

ary awards, which will honor books by

Midwestern authors published in 2015.

Each winner will receive $500 and a

recognition award. Each finalist will

receive a commemorative award. These

honors will be given out at the May 10

awards banquet. A book may be nominat-

ed by its author or publisher.

- An entry form must accompany each

book. One copy of the book and one entry

form go to each of the three judges in its

category. 

- Each book entry must have a 2015

publication date. The author must either

reside in, be born in, or have strong ties to

one of the 12 Midland states SMA repre-

sents: Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas,

Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri,

Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, South

Dakota and Wisconsin.

- Each submission requires a $10 fee.

To pay by PayPal or credit card, go to:  

http://secure.jotform.us/form/4254783575

5163

You may also pay by mailing a check to

Society of Midland Authors, P.O. Box

10419, Chicago, IL 60610. This payment

must identify the book title, author and

source of check. (You may use the "com-

ments" box to write the information for

PayPal. Copy the entry form to go with

your snail mail check.)

- For now, we do not consider e-book

originals unless accompanied by a print

edition.

- Books by deceased authors are eligi-

ble.

- Submissions must be postmarked by

Jan. 9, 2016. We urge early submissions.

Send entries to the appropriate judges.

- To enter this year's competition, print

out the entry form at this link: http://mid-

landauthors.com/contest_form.html.

Include a completed copy with each nom-

inated book. Mail a copy of the form and

the book to each of the three judges in the

selected category. Do not mail the book to

the Society's P.O. box. Make sure that you

enter the book in the proper category.

(For example, all children's books go to

children's categories, rather than Poetry or

Biography and Memoir, which are for

adult submissions only.) Books submitted

to improper categories will be disquali-

fied.  

For a list of judges, check the

November issue of Literary License or 

www.midlandauthors.com 

T
o support the planned

American Writers

Museum in Chicago,

the board of the Society of

Midland Authors voted at its

November meeting to donate

to the museum 10 percent of

any contributions to the SMA

received by Jan. 31.

Because the museum has a

two-to-one donor offer through

Dec. 31, the portion that goes

to the museum will be dou-

bled if we receive a payment

before then. Donations made

by then also would qualify for a 2015 tax

deduction.

This is an opportunity to support both

the Society and a new museum situated in

the Midwest designed to “engage the pub-

lic in celebrating American writers and

exploring their influence on our history,

our identity, our culture, and our daily lives.”

You can make a contribution or renew

your membership early by going to our

website at www.midlandauthors.com and

paying via PayPal. Or you can send a

check to: Society of Midland Authors,

P.O. Box 10419, Chicago, IL 60610.    

SMA support for museum 

Book Awards

An artist’s rendering of a possible exhibit at the

American Writers Museum. 
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es by IWW people. I represented the

Swedish Museum and provided historical

backdrop on Hill's life in Sweden and the

political and social conditions there that

shaped his being.”  ... The Nov. 12

Chicago Tribune quoted Sue William

Silverman saying, “The surge in contem-

porary memoir writing is woman-driven,

very feminist. Memoir seems like the per-

fect genre to explore the feminine jour-

ney. Women tend more intuitively than

men to recognize, and be unafraid of,

how they feel.” Sue, the author of The

Pat Boone Fan Club: My Life as a White

Anglo-Saxon Jew, tells Biblio File, “Of

course, there are many powerful memoirs

written by men, and memoir, in fact, is

strongest when authors access their mas-

culine and feminine sides.” ... Gotta Go

Gotta Flow: Life, Love, and Lust on

Chicago’s South Side From the Seventies

was published Nov. 1 by Richard Cahan

and Michael Williams’ CityFiles Press.

... Chatting with Scott Turow at an Oct.

29 Chicago Public Library Foundation

discussion, Chicago Mayor Rahm

Emanuel said he gets book recommenda-

tions from Edward

Burke. ... Keir Graff

revealed the secret of

using social media to

the Frankfort (Ill.)

Public Library writers'

group on Nov. 19.

(The secret consists of

five simple words,

Graff tells Biblo File,

though he spoke for nearly two hours

anyway.) ... In a Nov. 21 New Jersey

Stage Q&A, author Meagan Brothers

cited Margaret Willey as one of the

authors who “really made an impression

on me as a kid.” ... Kathleen Rooney

wrote a Nov. 22 article for the Chicago

Tribune headlined, “ ‘Alice's Adventures

in Wonderland’ still inspires readers 150

years on.” ... Walter Podrazik was quot-

ed in the Nov. 12 Columbus (Ohio)

Dispatch. ... Kevin Stein appeared at the

Collinsville (Ill.) Memorial Library

Center to share poems and talk about his

writing process. ... Cyndee Schaffer dis-

Biblio File
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Edward Burke

A
uthors, publishers,

and literary organi-

zations, including

the SMA, found the perfect

way to spend a nasty

Chicago day on Saturday,

Nov. 21. More than 110

exhibitors, speakers, and

hundreds of book lovers

participated in the bigger

and better Fourth Annual

Chicago Book Expo at

Columbia College

Chicago.

“We had more RSVPs on

Facebook than we’ve had

before, and about three

times the number who said

they were interested in

coming than the previous time,” said

Lynn Haller, co-organizer with John

Wilson. “It’s hard to know how that trans-

lates into turnout, though, given the

weather.”

SMA was well represented. Members

Stan “Tex” Banash, Marlene Targ Brill,

Greg Borzo, Amelia Cotter, Re’Lynn

Hansen, Gunter Nitsch, Sandi

Wisenberg, Bill

Yarrow and more

braved snow, sleet, rain,

and blustery winds to

share their books at

SMA-sponsored tables.

Our authors sold and

signed books and greet-

ed like-minded friends –

new and old.

Several SMA members

regaled audiences of book-lovers.

Re’Lynn read poetry from To Some

Women I Have Known, and Rebecca

Makkai discussed her latest novel, Music

for Wartime. 

Ian Morris, founder of Fifth Star Press

and co-editor with Joanne Diaz of The

Little Magazine in Contemporary

America, discussed problems and suc-

cesses with literary magazines. 

Mystery and novel author Michael

Raleigh (The Peerless Detective and Paul

Whelan Mysteries) joined three other local

writers to discuss historical mysteries.

The Chicago Book Expo was founded

in 2011 to celebrate local independent

presses and authors. The nonprofit, volun-

teer expo features a book fair and expo

floor as well as, this year, 19 programs,

readings, and workshops. 

The expo began as a project of the now-

disbanded Chicago Writers House. Two

years later, Haller, an author and former

literary agent, and Wilson, also an author,

breathed life into the project. They moved

the expo from St. Augustine College in

Uptown to Columbia

College Chicago,

now a sponsor.

Haller and Wilson

want you to know

that they’re planning

the second Evanston

Literary Festival from

May 6-12, minus the

expo aspect. This

event will feature the vibrant literary

community in Evanston with programs in

venues throughout town. 

For those of you who know the

Northwestern Spring Writers Festival, this

is part of the Evanston Literary Festival.

Haller would like to share the fun of

both these events with others. 

“We’re all-volunteer and could use

more help to keep this going,” Haller

says. “Seriously, when two people are

doing most of the work, that’s not sustain-

able long-term.” 

So if you enjoy literary gatherings, feel

free to contact Haller through the Chicago

Book Expo website.

Society of Midland Authors Vice President Marlene

Targ Bill (seated, left) and member Bill Yarrow chat

with visitors to the Nov. 21 Chicago Book Expo at

Columbia College Chicago. (Photo by Robert Loerzel)

Book Expo: bigger, better

Literary

Legwork

Marlene

Targ Brill
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cussed her book Mollie's War Nov. 5 at

the Prospect Heights (Ill.) Public Library.

... Dominic Pacyga talked Nov. 22 on

WGN-Radio about his new book

Slaughterhouse: Chicago’s Union

Stockyards and the World it Made. ...

James Swanson discussed Abraham

Lincoln’s death and the assassination of

John F. Kennedy at this year’s Lincoln

Forum symposium in Gettysburg, Pa. ...

Joseph Schwieterman, who co-presented

the Society of Midland Authors’

September program, talked about aviation

Nov. 17 on WLS-TV News (Chicago). ...

The Nov. 24 French-language Kongo

Times quoted Kim Scipes about the

National Endowment for Democracy. ...

Rob Warden and his colleague Rick

Tulsky have launched Injustice Watch, a

journalism project to research institution-

al failures that obstruct justice and equali-

ty.  ... On. Nov. 24, Politico’s Roger

Simon based his column on Dennis

Byrne’s nickname for Donald Trump:

“Der Donald.” Dennis shrugged it off,

telling Biblio File, “Fame is fleeting, as

column writing has taught me.” ...

Gizmodo.com called Fred Egloff’s

Origin of the Checker Flag: A Search for

Racing’s Holy Grail (International Motor

Racing Research Center, 2006) “a minor

astonishment of publishing.” ... The

(Salem, Ore.) Statesman Journal chose

Margi Preus’ The Bamboo Sword as one

of its “Library picks: Historical fiction for

children.” ... WGN-Radio interviewed

Paul Green Oct. 29 about the most

recent Republican presidential debate. ...

The Oct. 29 Memphis Commercial-Appeal

cited Robert Pruter’s book Chicago

Soul. ... The Nov. 3 Edgeville Buzz quot-

ed Robert Remer on the history of

Chicago’s Edgewater neighborhood. ...

Paperback editions of Robert Hellenga’s

The Confessions of Frances Godwin and

Jonathan Eig’s The Birth of the Pill were

published in October. ... Steven Lubet

wrote a Nov. 12 commentary for the

Chicago Tribune headlined, “Ben Carson,

a paternity case and the death penalty.”   

Follow Biblio File on Twitter

@BiblioFile_SMA

Biblio File
Continued from Page 5 Author Libby Fisher Hellmann tells

Literary License, “It's my first foray into

thrillers from World War II – I've always

read them but won-

dered what I could

possibly add. Then a

friend encouraged me

to try. 

“I was still mulling

it over when my

daughter and I visited

Berlin and we were

walking through the

Tiergarten. I thought

to myself that if I

ever did write about

WW II, it would begin in the Tiergarten.

“After we got home, a story slowly came

to me, so I wrote it. Several people, includ-

ing an agent, wanted me to expand it to a

novel, but I decided against it – I really saw

it as a fast-moving novella. So here it is.”   

Hellmann’s next book, Jump Cut

(Poisoned Pen Press, March 1, 2016),

brings back Ellie Forman in the fifth of

her mystery-thriller series. 

Literary Latest/New Books

On a spring morning in 1872, former

Civil War officer Ben Champion is dis-

covered dead in his Chicago bedroom – a

bayonet protruding from his back. What

starts as a routine case for Detective

Frank Hanley soon becomes anything

but, as his investigation into Champion’s

life turns up hidden truths best left

buried.

That’s the beginning of D.M. Pirrone’s

third novel (Allium Press, Dec. 15).

It tells how Rivka Kelmansky’s long-lost

In The Incidental Spy (Red Herring,

Sept. 1), young Lena Bentheim is forced

to flee Nazi Germany for Chicago in

1935, leaving her family and boyfriend

behind. After learning English, she even-

tually finds a new life as a secretary in

the Physics Department of the University

of Chicago. She meets and marries anoth-

er German refugee scientist and has a

child. Then tragedy strikes, and Lena is

forced to spy on the nuclear fission

experiments at the University of Chicago. 

brother, Aaron, arrives on her doorstep,

along with his mulatto wife and son.

Fugitives from an attack by night riders,

Aaron and his family know too much

about past actions that still threaten pow-

erful men – defective guns provided to

Union soldiers, and an 1864 conspiracy

to establish Chicago as the capital of a

Northwest Confederacy. 

Here’s what Diane Piron-Gelman,

who writes under the nom de plume D.M.

Pirrone, tells Literary License:

“For You Were Strangers (Book 2 of

the Hanley & Rivka Mysteries) takes

place in 1872, but delves deeper than its

predecessor (Shall We Not Revenge) into

pivotal events from the major characters’

pasts – one pivotal event in particular, the

Civil War. Unlike Shall We Not Revenge,

where a personal loss from Hanley’s

youth is a subplot and the bulk of the

action takes place in the novel’s present,

For You Were Strangers takes a series of

fateful events beginning in 1864 and

makes them the centerpiece, not only of

Turn to Page 7

Libby Fischer

Hellmann
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White Bugalows (Dirt Heart Pharmacy

Press, Aug. 29) by Eckhard Gerdes tells

the story of a religious cult-leader

wannabe, a staid academic musicologist,

a rock band with fanatical fans, and a

man who imagines his friends and him-

self superheroes. What they have in com-

mon is a pair of white bungalows in

which they have lived and that forces

their lives to intersect in ways none of

them would ever

have imagined.

Here’s what

Gerdes tells Literary

License: 

“When my wife

and kids and I were

traveling to Austin,

Texas, some years

ago, we stopped on

the way at a little

diner off the highway

in Waco. This was about a year before the

Branch Davidian massacre.  

“While we sat there, I started overhear-

ing the conversation the local constabu-

lary were having at the booth right behind

ours. What they said was so hateful and

racist that I freaked out and told my wife

we would have to get our food to go and

get the heck out of there right away.   

“After we got back on the road, I began

to feel better again. Shortly thereafter, I

interviewed for a job in Georgia, and I

flew in and out of Atlanta, my city of

birth, where I had spent almost no time

since I was a year old.  

“As my plane flew out of Atlanta, I was

Eckhard 

Gerdes

Literary Latest
Continued from Page 6

As Literary License reported in the

August issue, in The Three Musketeers of

the Army Air Forces: From Hitler's

Fortress Europa to Hiroshima and

Nagasaki (Naval Institute Press, Nov.

15), Robert O. Harder set out to tell the

stories of the the personal lives and rela-

tionships of the three men who led the

atomic raids in World War II.  

Here’s some additional information

Harder provided Literary License: “In

2009, the Naval Institute Press at

the 1872 murder case, but also of

Hanley’s further involvement with Rivka,

and of threats to the Kelmansky family

and to Hanley himself that require all his

courage and ingenuity to overcome.

“For You Were Strangers also goes

beyond the ethnic differences and ten-

sions between Chicago's Irish and Jewish

communities (a central theme in Shall We

Not Revenge), to deal with questions of

race, identity, and who does or doesn't

‘belong’ in Reconstruction-era America.

Aaron Kelmansky's return to his own

Jewish people with a wife and stepson

who are mulatto and Christian, a suspect

in the murder of Captain Ben Champion

who is passing for white and desperate to

keep that secret, and a killer whose hor-

rific act arises from her crippling sense of

dislocation when her world is shattered,

all provide pathways for exploring these

themes in depth.”

Annapolis published my book, Flying

From the Black Hole: The B-52

Navigator-Bombardiers of Vietnam, the

eight-year history of the B-52 campaign

as told from the point-of-view of the air-

plane's non-pilot, officer aircrewmen (the

"black hole" was inside slang for the win-

dowless nav/bomb compartment below

the pilots).    

“The hardcover edition sold through,

one of the few for the press during that

tough time, and the Navy decided in 2013

to published a soft-cover edition, which

remains in print. The press director subse-

quently encouraged me to follow up with

a new work.

“While mulling that request over, I

realized that a compre-

hensive biography of

the three key men

(Col. Paul Tibbets,

Major Tom Ferebee,

and Capt. Dutch Van

Kirk) who built the

509th Composite

Group (the world's

first atomic bomber

attack force) had never

been written. On Aug.

6, 1945, the three led

the first raid, dropping the "Little Boy"

uranium bomb on Hiroshima.  

“It also occurred to me, as a former Air

Force navigator-bombardier and still-

rated commercial pilot, that I had been

trained in much the same way as they had

been and was among the few men still

alive able to write a technically accurate

account. 

“Also, like the three, I have flown com-

bat missions in the Western Pacific and

dropped bombs on enemy Asian targets. I

also had briefly served with then-Col.

Tom Ferebee in the late 1960s. I was able

to contact Dutch Van Kirk in early 2013

and explained to him my idea of writing a

biography of the personal and profession-

al lives of all three men (they became

lifelong friends). He liked the idea and I

traveled to his home near Atlanta for a

series of extensive interviews, where I

also met and interviewed Tom Ferebee's

widow. Later interviews with the family

of Paul Tibbets enabled me to round out

the basic research, and the project was on

its way."

Robert O.

Harder

Turn to Page 8
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In Mothers, Tell Your Daughters (W.W.

Norton & Co., October), Bonnie Jo

Campbell’s new book, the strong but

flawed women must negotiate a sexually

charged atmosphere as they love, honor,

and betray one another against the back-

drop of all the men in their world. 

The Boston Globe said, “Bonnie Jo

Campbell is a master of rural America’s

postindustrial landscape. Her territory is

one of polluted rivers and parking lots,

methamphetamine and dead tractors,

unwanted babies and rotting teeth, and

violence so regular its victims and perpe-

trators alike seem to view it as part of the

natural order. In Mothers, Tell Your

Daughters, her sixth book and third story

collection, Campbell trains her unsparing

eye on women and girls whose lives are

marked by rape, molestation, and physi-

cal abuse – or, somewhat less viciously,

by teenage pregnancies, drug abuse, and

philandering men.”

The Chicago Tribune said, “ Campbell

is back with a new, similarly flinty yet often

darkly funny collection, Mothers, Tell

In A Bitter Magic (Knopf Books for

Young Readers, Nov. 10) by Roderick

Townley, Cisley is determined to find her

mother and discover what kinds of magic

are pure illusion and what kinds are real.

“Of my eight children’s novels, A Bitter

Magic may be the most extravagantly

fanciful, replete with shifting labyrinths, a

band of gypsies, whispering ball gowns,

and the quest for a fatal black rose,”

Townley tells Literary License. “It’s the

story of 12-year-old Cisley Thummel,

whose mother disappears during a magic

act. An intriguing premise, but I’ve

learned to listen for the story beneath the

story – the story that wants to be told. And

that led me to unexpectedly deep themes:

a child’s loneliness, an uncle’s cold

obsession, and the distinction between

real magic and illusion. Through her tri-

als, Cisley grows stronger, both morally

and magically. She sets out to find her

mother and ends up finding herself.”

Kirkus Reviews said, “Plenty of magic,

a touch of romance, an appealing heroine,

and a talking lobster lighten Townley's

tale of deadly sibling jealousy.“

Literary Latest

Continued from Page 7

Richard Nickel's Struggle to Save

America's Architecture (Wiley, 1994).

On their website, Cahan and Williams

say, “We are finally catching up to Richard

Nickel. He took risks, spoke his mind,

and championed an oversize cause. His

rebellion against the shortsighted disre-

gard of an American genius, the architect

Louis Sullivan, appeals to a new genera-

tion interested in conservation – whether

of old buildings or natural resources.”   

Your Daughters, which investigates many

of the themes and settings of its predeces-

sor – this time, however, from a woman's

point of view. Make that women. The

book fairly thrums with powerful young

women and their powerful mothers,

women of a certain age who've been

through the wringer and come out the

other side, alive and kicking, ready to do

some wringing of their own.

inexplicably overcome by sadness and

began to shed tears. These two events

made me think that places seemed to

have consciousness of their own. Some

places are friendly, some are sad, some

are weird. And that's not just because of

the people there, either. I began toying

with this idea of the consciousness of

place and decided to write a novel using

that idea, so I picked a location where

two white bungalows stood side-by-side

and imagined a series of residents who

lived there. The place is the constant in

the novel, but the characters' lives inter-

sect and intertwine because of the con-

sciousness of that place.”

More than 100 letters and photographs

in Richard Nickel, Dangerous Years:

What He Saw and What He Wrote

(CityFiles Press, Dec. 1) by Richard

Cahan and Michael Williams tell the

story of a passionate man determined to

save as much of Chicago’s disappearing

architectural masterpieces as possible. 

“The unique aspect to this book is that

it's Nickel telling his own story, through

his letters and writings, and illustrated

with his own photographs,” Williams tells

Literary License. “I've never seen another

book like this.”

The book complements two earlier

works: Richard Nickel's Chicago:

Photographs of a Lost City (CityFiles

Press, 2008), co-edited by Williams and

Cahan, and Cahan’s They All Fall Down:
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Jeanne R. Towns is the author of

Lovin Me As I Am: A Collection of Poetic

Testimony (Blackwood Press, 1992).

Towns also has written for numerous

publications, including the Chicago

Tribune. Essence and Rolling Out. 

She was nominated by Jamila Ra. 

Tim Chapman’s first novel, Bright and

Yellow, Hard and Cold (Allium Press,

2013), was a finalist in Shelf Unbound’s

2013 Best Indie Book competition.

Booklist called the novel, “an intriguing

and enlightening read.”

Chapman, a former forensic scientist for

the Chicago Police Department, teaches

writing and tai chi chuan. He holds a mas-

ter’s degree in creative writing from

Northwestern University. His fiction has

been published in The Southeast Review,

the Chicago Reader, Alfred Hitchcock’s

Mystery Magazine,

Chicago Tribune’s

Printers Row Journal,

and the anthology, The

Rich and the Dead

(Grand Central

Publishing, 2011). His

short stories have been

collected under the

title, Kiddieland and

Other Misfortunes

(Thrilling Tales, 2014).  

He was nominated by Emily Clark

Victorson.

A longtime Nebraskan, Ladette

Randolph spent her childhood in the

same part of west-central Nebraska where

her family lived for five generations. Her

memoir is titled Leaving the Pink House

(University of Iowa Press 2014).

She also is the

author of two nov-

els: Haven's Wake

and A Sandhills

Ballad, and a short

story collection,

This Is Not the

Tropics.

Randolph, who

also has edited four

anthologies, is edi-

tor-in-chief of

Ploughshares and is on the faculty at

Emerson College. She is the recipient of

four Nebraska Book Awards, a Rona Jaffe

grant, a Pushcart Prize, a Virginia

Faulkner award, and has been reprinted in

Best New American Voices. 

She was nominated by Joseph Gustaitis. 

Bonnie Jo Campbell, who grew up on

a small Michigan farm, is author of five

works of fiction: Mothers, Tell Your

Daughters; Once Upon a River (See Page

8); Women & Other Animals; Q Road;

and American Salvage. She also is co-edi-

tor of the story collection Our Working

Lives.

She has won the

AWP prize for short

fiction, the Eudora

Welty Prize, and her

story "The Smallest

Man in the World"

won a Pushcart Prize.

American Salvage

was a finalist for the

2009 National Book

Award in Fiction and

the National Book

Critics Circle Award. Her collection Love

Letters to Sons of Bitches won the 2009

Poetry Chapbook Competition at The

New York City Center for Book Arts. Q

Road was a Barnes & Noble Best New

Writers book and Once Upon a River was

a national bestseller. She teaches writing

at Pacific University Low Residency MFA

Program, and lives in Kalamazoo, Mich. 

She was nominated by Bernard

Brommel.

Ecologist Cornelia F. Mutel, senior

science writer at IIHR-Hydroscience &

Engineering at the University of Iowa

College of Engineering, is the author or

co-author of over a dozen science-based

books. Among her books are The Emerald

Horizon: The History of Nature in Iowa

(University of Iowa Press, 2008); Hans

Albert Einstein: His Life as a Pioneering

Engineer (ASCE Press, 2014); and A

Watershed Year: Anatomy of the Iowa

Floods of 2008 (2010). 

Her book A Sugar Creek Chronicle:

Observing Climate Change from a

Midwestern Woodland will be published

in March 2016. 

She was nominated by Joseph

Gustaitis.

Robin Strachan is the author of

Designing Hearts (Camel Press, 2015)

and Manifesting Dreams (iUniverse,

2011).

Her feature stories,

poetry and professional

articles have been pub-

lished regionally,

nationally and interna-

tionally.

Strachan has a third

book with Camel Press

coming out in 2016.

She also is a profes-

sional artist, specializ-

ing in watercolor and pastel. 

She was nominated by Joseph Gustaitis.

Bonnie Jo

Campbell

Ladette

Randolph

Dues cover mailings and other organi-

zational expenses, but the Society always

needs additional money for programs

such as the awards at the annual May

book awards banquet. Thanks to Merv

Block, Bob Remer and Susan Croce

Kelly, who made recent contributions.

Note: SMA members can get a free

copy of our history, A Century of Winged

Words, by sending $1 for postage via

PayPal or to our post office box. 

SMA Support

This year’s annual Society of Midland

Authors book awards dinner, honoring the

best books of 2015,  will be on Tuesday,

May 10, at the Cliff Dwellers Club in

Chicago. 

The emcee will be Chicago Tribune

columnist Rex Huppke. 

Save the date

Robin

Strachan

New Members

Tim Chapman
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This is Part Six of the history of the

Society. 

F
rom its earliest days up until the

present, the Society of Midland

Authors has brought its members

together at literary events. The group

gathers for an annual dinner, which has

also served as an awards banquet in

recent decades. For much of its history,

the SMA also held regular luncheons fea-

turing appearances by local and visiting

authors.

A few years after the Society had

begun, Hobart Chatfield-Taylor said

that the group's events

were more than just

lectures. He noted that

"even authors, if they

can be caught

unawares and induced

to unbend, like to play

and make good cheer."

In its early days, the

Society held its annual

dinner in late October, with witty speech-

es followed by a merry feast. Chatfield-

Taylor recalled: "Decked in paper motley,

we then devour the roast beef of old

England and quaff October ale; or,

in more homely guise, eat pork

and beans and pumpkin pie

until the hard cider which has

washed them down begins to

tingle in our toes. Then we

must needs dance a reel to the

tune of 'Old Dan Tucker,' till the

perspiring fiddler will bow no

more.”

The first annual meeting was

on Oct. 30, 1915, in the Caxton

Club at the Fine Arts Building,

followed by tea at the Cordon

Club and dinner at the Congress Hotel.

"Alice French (Octave Thanet),

Meredith Nicholson, Emerson Hough

and Randall Parrish will address their

fellow members of the society and the

guests upon live subjects of current litera-

ture," the invitation said. "All meetings

will be informal. Particularly at the dinner

will formality be thrown to the four winds

and good fellowship reign."

For the second annual meeting on Oct.

28, 1916, SMA members gathered at 3

P.M. in the studio of Miss Anna Morgan,

Room 835 of the Fine Arts Building (the

same spot where the Little Room held

many of its gatherings). The SMA elected

officers and listened as member Alice

French gave a speech about "Obsessions

in Literature." And they held a memorial

for Honorary President

James Whitcomb

Riley, who had died on

July 22. "We did not

wear long faces or pass

stilted resolutions,"

Chatfield-Taylor

recalled. "On the con-

trary, we just sat

together in a friendly

group while Clara Laughlin, Edith

Wyatt, and Harriet Monroe told us

human stories of James Whitcomb

Riley's lovableness and quaintness."

After having tea in Morgan's stu-

dio, the authors reconvened at 7

P.M. at the Congress Hotel for

dinner. The invitation

explained: "This will be an

'American Dinner', preference

being given on the menu to the

delicacies indigenous to the

land of the free and the home of

the too pertinacious to fight."

At other times of the year, the

Midland Authors held luncheons

at what Chatfield-Taylor called

"Bohemian places," such as

Mme. Galli's, the Bismarck Garden, or De

Jonghe's French restaurant.

On Dec. 13, 1916, the Society gathered

at the Marigold Room of the Bismarck

Garden, at the corner of Broadway and

Grace Street on Chicago's North Side, to

inaugurate Hough as its new president.

"No business is to come before the meet-

ing; such surprises as one member has for

another may be sprung; again they may

not," secretary Edwin Balmer wrote in the

invitation. "No one will be allowed to

mention the H. C. of L. [high cost of liv-

ing] politics (post mortem or otherwise),

the War, the number of shopping days left

before the grand debacle, literature or

unrhymed poesy. In other words, we are

threatened with a pleasant evening.

Come!"

Inviting Society members to a Jan. 27,

1917, meeting at Cafe Lafayette, 1142 S.

Michigan Ave., Balmer wrote:

"Absolutely nothing ulterior about this

meeting. We assemble in a spirit of our

pioneer days to say such things, as occur

to us upon first or second thoughts, across

the luncheon table. Your secretary hereby

desires to anticipate all those who have

not yet told him that the quality of our

last dinner was redeemed only by the bril-

liancy of the company; he feels now

assured that the luncheon to be served on

the 27th will be excellent. The price will

be 75 cents."

Another invitation went out to SMA

members in March 1917. (The copy in the

archives is the one addressed to Miss Jane

Addams at Hull House.) Mimicking the

military language that was common dur-

ing those days of the Great War, Balmer

wrote: "Mobilization order for March

17th, 1917. You are hereby directed to

proceed to De Jonghe's restaurant, 14 East

Monroe St, at 7 P.M. upon the evening of

St. Patrick's Day, March 17th. Muster in

on second floor, Midland Authors' room.

… There will be speaking this time, but

the strictest of cloture rules will prevail. I

cannot tell you who will speak; our presi-

dent, who will be toastmaster, will call

upon recruits entirely in the inspiration of

[F]ormality [will]

be thrown to the four

winds and good fellow-

ship reign.

“
A history of the Society

Literary

Lore

Robert

Loerzel

James

Whitcomb Riley

”

Turn to HISTORY, Page 11



Dickerson Donahey wrote in the SMA

newsletter: "I can only say that we, in the

Society of Midland Authors, feel greatly

honored that she was one of us. That we

are doubly happy now, as we remember

the recent dinner we gave for her. That

we have not only the memory of her

many achievements, her greatness of

mind, her strength of soul, but also of the

simple sweetness of her friendship."

Addams was inducted into the Chicago

Literary Hall of Fame in 2012.

Edgar Lee Masters (1868-1950) is

most famous for Spoon River Anthology,

one of the most influential works of poet-

ry in the early twentieth century, which

was published in April 1915, the same

month as the founding of the SMA.

"When the collection first saw publica-

tion in 1915, it caused a great sensation

because of its forthrightness about sex,

moral decay, and hypocrisy; but its cyni-

cal view of Midwestern small town val-

ues influenced a whole generation of

writers and their works," according to the

Poetry Foundation's website. Masters was

born in Kansas and raised in rural Illinois

before he moved to Chicago, working for

several years as Darrow's law partner. He

wrote many plays, novels, histories and

biographies, including one of Lindsay,

but none of them came close to reaching

the success of Spoon River Anthology.

Masters was inducted into the Chicago

Literary Hall of Fame in 2014.

Lorado Taft (1860-1936) was one of

the most famous sculptors of his time,

leaving behind grand works of public art

such as the Fountain of Time in Chicago's

Jackson Park and the Black Hawk Statue

Monument, or Eternal Indian, in Oregon,

Ill. The Illinois native was also a leading

educator and writer on the topic of sculp-

the moment." On the question of what

sort of attire was appropriate, Balmer

noted: "We are therefore appointing this

gathering as one where decollete and

clawhammer may mingle uncriticised;

those who wish to come informally, how-

ever, will be perfectly assured of the

respect of the waiters."

On Dec. 22, 1919, Stahl described the

sort of events he'd like to see the Society

host. "I would suggest that we have the

dinner someplace where we can gather

(after we have eaten) around some big

fireplace, and then have quite a number

contribute to the program. I believe that

Mrs. [Louise Ayres] Garnett could

be persuaded to sing," Stahl wrote

in a note to the directors. "I

know that one of our possible

guests just handles a fiddle

scandalously. I believe that I

can get my old and very good

friend, John Higginbotham, to

come, and a fifteen minute talk

by John is good stuff to remem-

ber for fifteen years. Miss

Gerstenberg might read us a

chapter from her novel now in

the making, or an act from one

of her plays. I do believe that Miss Edith

Wyatt would read us one of her newest

poems."

A
t first, the Society of Midland

Authors asked its members to pay

annual dues of $5, then the cost

was lowered. On January 22, 1916, the

Society wrote a letter to its members ask-

ing them to pay dues: $3 for Chicago resi-

dents, $2 for those who lived elsewhere.

"If you do not pay your

dues, you will not be

dunned at the lunch,"

Balmer promised. (The

dues in 2015 are $40.)

More of the region's note-

worthy authors joined in

the years following the

Society's launch:

Jane Addams (1860-

1935) was perhaps the

world's most famous

woman, founder of

Chicago's Hull House and a

pioneer in social work.

Winner of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1931,

she wrote several books, including the

memoir Twenty Years at Hull House.

"Quiet, gentle, somehow emanating a

love of mankind, she made every one of

us feel better, every time we saw her,

which was too seldom," Butcher recalled.

On May 28, 1921, as Jane Addams pre-

pared to leave for Europe to attend the

Woman's International League for Peace

and Freedom conference in Vienna, the

SMA held a farewell banquet for her at

the Cordon Club. Speaking at the dinner,

Episcopal Bishop Charles P. Anderson

said, "We will not have real permanent

peace in the world unless women

have a part in the making of it."

Stahl invited President Warren

G. Harding to attend. Harding

could not make it, but he did

send a letter, which was read

aloud at the dinner, expressing

his "admiration" of Addams.

"We may not all agree as to the

methods by which peace and

freedom are to be assured to the

world, but at least we will find

little difficulty in agreeing to

their general desirability,"

Harding wrote. Former Democratic presi-

dential candidate William Jennings Bryan

sent his regrets, too. In Bryan's letter,

which was also read aloud, he scribbled

in pencil: "I would be glad to join in

doing honor to Miss Addams. Please pres-

ent my compliments and the wish that she

may have a pleasant voyage and safe

return. She goes on a very important mis-

sion."

When Addams died in 1935, Mary

Jane Addams (1860-

1935) was perhaps the

world’s most famous

woman, founder of

Chicago’s Hull House 

and a pioneer in social 

work.

“

”

n History Continued from Page 10

Jane Addams

Lorado Taft’s “Fountain of Time” in Chicago’s

Jackson Park.
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ture, and a self-proclaimed "art mission-

ary." In a 2014 book about Taft, Robert G.

La France wrote that Taft's "articles and

lectures shaped the public understanding

of art; his instruction at the Art Institute

of Chicago molded the careers of

Midwestern artists; and his academic text-

book, The History of American

Sculpture, remains one of the

foundational texts of American

art history."

Brand Whitlock (1869-

1934) was a journalist, attor-

ney, four-time mayor of

Toledo, Ohio, and ambassador

to Belgium. He wrote several

books on political topics and

more than a dozen novels.

Gene Stratton-Porter (1863-

1924) was one of the most com-

mercially successful novelists of

her time. She was estimated to have 50

million readers around the world, and a

1942 book declared that "no modern

author has equaled her total sales." Her

sentimental best-sellers included Freckles

and A Girl of the Limberlost, which has

been made into four movies. Those nov-

els are set in the wooded wetlands and

swamps of her native Indiana. She also

wrote nonfiction books on natural history,

and she was a nature photographer as

well. As Stratton-Porter's fame grew, her

readers flocked to Indiana, wanting to

find out more about this seemingly

strange woman who spent her

time studying wildlife in

swamps. Critics weren't always

kind about her books: The

Nation called her the "mistress

of a recipe of cuteness, trite-

ness and sentimentality." Her

residences, the Limberlost cabin

near Geneva and the Cabin in

Wildflower Woods near Rome

City, are now museums operated

by the state of Indiana. 

Louis Bromfield (1896-

1956) won the Pulitzer Prize in 1927 for

his novel Early Autumn. He wrote 30

best-sellers, including two, The Rains

Came and Mrs. Parkington, that became

movies. He was also a pioneer of organic

and self-sustaining gardening, working at
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Brand Whitlock

his 1,000-acre Malabar Farm near

Mansfield, Ohio. Butcher recalled that he

"was the embodiment of the American

outdoors man, and to visit him on

Malabar Farm was to see in action man's

oneness with the soil."

Wallace Rice (1859-1939) wrote for

the Chicago Tribune and the Chicago

Herald American and penned several

books, but his most lasting legacy may be

the Chicago city flag, which he designed

in 1917. In recent decades, it has become

one of the nation's most popular city

flags. Rice also collaborated with Darrow

on the editing of Infidels and Heretics, a

1929 anthology.

George Barr McCutcheon (1866-

1928), a  native of Tippecanoe County,

Ind., wrote a series of best-selling novels

set in Graustark, a fictional East

European country. "Graustrak was so real

to readers that people were constantly try-

ing to buy tickets to that mythical king-

dom," Butcher said. "Actually, Mr.

McCutcheon had never been to Europe

when he wrote Graustark. He said he got

his inspiration from The Arabian Nights."

McCutcheon also wrote Brewster's

Millions, which was adapted into 10 films

between 1914 and 1997.


