
 
 

The United Kingdom Hosts Foreign Ministers from the Group of Seven (G7) Nations 
 

This week, The United Kingdom is hosting the first in-person summit of G7 nations since the COVID-19 pandemic 
began. The United Kingdom currently holds the group’s rotating presidency, and has billed the summit as a chance 
for the West to reassert its influence amid growing tension with China and Russia. Issues such as climate change 
and recovery from the global health pandemic are major points of discussion, with several bilateral meetings 
between representatives also scheduled. Joining the G7 member states are representatives from non-members 
Australia, India, South Africa, and South Korea. Initial plans were temporarily derailed after several members from 
the Indian delegation tested positive for COVID-19 and were forced into quarantine. The summit will lay the 
groundwork for President Biden’s first scheduled trip abroad, which is a G7 meeting due to also be held in the 
United Kingdom in June. High on the agenda for the American delegation is re-establishing the United States’ 
presence on the international stage after the Trump administration observed a more isolationist foreign policy 
stance.  
 
The United States and United Kingdom are set to kick off the summit with a bilateral meeting between Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken and Foreign Minister Dominic Raab. The two delegations plan to discuss future cooperation 
regarding climate change, as well as the threat posed by Russia and China. The two countries reportedly share an 
interest in establishing a quick response mechanism to combat Russian disinformation, particularly in the case of 
elections. Additionally, talks are expected to resume on a bilateral trade deal between the two, which UK Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson considers a vital next step following Brexit.  
 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken is using the summit to advance the Biden administration’s policy agenda in a 
number of areas, not just foreign affairs. Fair vaccine distribution, women’s education, and developing ways to 
combat famine and climate change are seen as priorities. The Biden administration has signaled its willingness to 
waive intellectual property rights over vaccine development as a way to ensure fair access to it worldwide. 
Additionally, Secretary of State Blinken has indicated that the United States is prepared to resume its role as an 
international leader in the fight against climate change. 
 
Russia and China, two nations that have adopted an adversarial approach to many initiatives from Western 
nations, are using the summit as an opportunity to promote their worldview which differs significantly from that of 
the United States, United Kingdom, and most of their allies. Russia has claimed that the West is gripped by an anti-
Russian fever, and Moscow denies that it is promoting misinformation or meddling in the internal affairs of other 
countries. China has echoed the sentiment that the West is biased against it, and accused countries of adopting an 
imperial mindset. The top issues that are set to be discussed with Moscow and Beijing are election interference, 
intellectual property theft, free market ideals, and meddling in the internal affairs of other countries. 


