
 
 

Embattled Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu Fails to Form a New Coalition Government by the 
Designated Tuesday Deadline 

 
Embattled and criminally-indicted Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has failed to form a new 
government, pushing the country closer to an unprecedented fifth successive election. Netanyahu was given a 
four-week period to form a governing coalition by President Reuven Rivlin, following Israel’s recent election in 
which his Likud Party won a slim majority. After Netanyahu’s failure, Rivlin has approached opposition leader Yair 
Lapid and provided him with a 28-day period to form a government. Should Lapid fail in this endeavor as well, 
Israel will be forced to call another election in a bid to break the longstanding political deadlock. Israel’s previous 
governing coalition collapsed after Netanyahu’s coalition partner, Benny Gantz, withdrew his support for the 
government over broken promises from the incumbent prime minister. Netanyahu’s failure to form a government 
throws his political future into doubt, particularly as he faces a serious and ongoing criminal corruption trial, with 
the possibility that his Likud Party could be forced into the opposition for the first time in twelve years.  
 
In Israel’s most recent election back in late March, its fourth in just over two years, Benjamin Netanyahu’s Likud 
Party won a slim majority in the Knesset, but without the required number of seats to form a governing majority. 
As a result, Netanyahu was tasked with forming a coalition government with allies. However, Netanyahu’s 
mercurial personality and abrasive governing style has alienated the majority of potential allies, including a former 
ally turned rival, Naftali Bennett. Additionally, Netanyahu has an impending corruption trial on the horizon, which 
could have long reaching implications in Israeli politics. Because of his failure to form a government, Israeli 
President Reuven Rivlin formally passed the mandate to Yair Lapid, who analysts believe has a strong chance to 
successfully form a government. 
 
During the latest March election, Yair Lapid ran on a platform of checks and balances and opposition to Benjamin 
Netanyahu. Despite Lapid being considered a centrist by Israeli standards, he is expected to tap Naftali Bennett 
and his ultranationalist Yamina party as coalition partners. Bennett, who is a former Netanyahu ally, opposes 
Palestinian statehood and is seeking to annex additional Palestinian territory in the West Bank for Israeli 
settlements, which has been ruled a violation of international law. Interestingly, several ministers in Yair Lapid’s 
coalition are in favor of Palestinian statehood and a two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Despite 
the ideological differences between potential coalition partners, they are united in their distaste for Benjamin 
Netanyahu. Israel’s recent elections have largely been seen as a referendum on Netanyahu, as he seeks to cling to 
power amid growing opposition to his rule, both at home and abroad.  
 
Netanyahu has become a polarizing figure in Israeli politics, despite being the longest serving prime minister in 
Israeli history. Right-wing parties have done well electorally in Israel’s elections, but they remain split over the 
future of Netanyahu, which has contributed to the political deadlock. The impending corruption trial has further 
complicated matters, with many conservative Israeli lawmakers believing Netanyahu should focus on the trial 
instead of politics. 


