
 
 

A Recent Human Rights Watch Report Accuses Israel of Apartheid Over Its Discriminatory 
Policies Toward Palestinians 

 
Leading international rights watchdog Human Rights Watch (HRW) released a long-anticipated report that formally 
accused Israel of crimes of apartheid over the country’s treatment of Palestinians. The 213-page report 
condemned Israel for discrimination through laws and policies that specifically favored Israeli Jews at the expense 
of Palestinians. It also argued that the Israeli regime’s behavior was largely due to its aim of maintaining Jewish 
Israeli control over land, government policy, and political power. Correspondingly, the implemented policies rise to 
the level of crimes against humanity because of the state-sponsored nature of the racial and ethnic discrimination. 
In addition to the Human Rights Watch report, the International Criminal Court (ICC) confirmed that it would be 
investigating allegations of war crimes in the illegally-occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip as Israel’s human rights 
record comes under increased scrutiny after years of maltreatment of Palestinians. 
 
Following the publication of the report, Israel immediately slammed it as “preposterous and false” despite 
demonstrable evidence supporting the allegations made by Human Rights Watch. Israel’s foreign ministry accused 
HRW, a leading defender of human rights internationally, as having a “long-standing anti-Israel agenda.” Israel 
claimed the report had no connection to facts or reality on the ground, but failed to specify precisely which of the 
report’s claims it refuted. Israel also accused the author of the report of being biased against Israel due to previous 
statements he made supporting Palestinian rights, including the Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) 
movement that seeks to punish Israel for its transgressions in line with international law.  
 
Human Rights Watch urged the International Criminal Court to investigate and indict Israeli officials who are 
credibly implicated in the ongoing apartheid. It also called upon the global community to reevaluate its 
relationship with Israel in light of the country’s crimes. Mahmoud Abbas, the President of the Palestinian 
Authority, welcomed the report, and also called for the international community to intervene and ensure that 
countries weren’t contributing to the persecution of Palestinians by supporting Israeli initiatives.  
 
Of particular interest to Human Rights Watch’s investigation were Israel’s settlements erected on Palestinian 
territory in violation of international law. HRW deduced that Israel was seeking maximal land for Israeli Jews at the 
expense of Palestinians’ residency rights. Israel’s action to seize large amounts of land in the illegally-occupied 
West Bank and declare it “state land” was found to be particularly egregious, considering it was largely private 
property belonging to Palestinians. Furthermore, it was discovered that after the land was illegally seized, it 
became exponentially more difficult for Palestinians to receive building permits on land in the West Bank than it 
was for Israeli Jews. This was considered to be evidence of state-sponsored discrimination, which is both a 
characteristic of apartheid and a violation of human rights.  
 
To conclude its report, Human Rights Watch made several recommendations for Israeli authorities to implement. 
First and foremost, discriminatory government policies should be immediately halted, such as the forcible seizure 
of Palestinian land and depravation of citizenship rights for Palestinians. HRW also called upon the United Nations 
and other international bodies to establish a commission to investigate and punish Israel for transgressions against 
human rights. Businesses were urged to reconsider their activities in Israel that directly contribute to the 
government’s repression of Palestinians. If these steps were followed, HRW argued that the next generation of 
Palestinians would have a brighter future than their parents, who have lived under Israeli oppression and violence. 


