
 
 

United Kingdom Set to Outlaw the Importation of Chinese Goods with Links to Human Rights 
Abuse Violations 

 
This week, the United Kingdom announced that it will ban Chinese imports linked to serious human rights 
violations. The move comes in light of disturbing new evidence regarding the forced labor of Uyghur Muslims in 
China’s Xinjiang region. The United Kingdom’s Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab revealed the measures which are 
aimed at addressing the grave abuses that Chinese authorities are accused of committing against the country’s 
Uyghur minority. Under the new rules, British companies will face fines unless they fulfill the government 
requirement of demonstrating that their supply chains are free from forced labor. International rights groups have 
monitored the widespread violations, particularly in Xinjiang, determining them to be part of a systematic 
crackdown and also concluding that the Chinese justice system remains plagued by unfair trials, torture, extensive 
and arbitrary use of the death penalty, and other forms of ill-treatment for those in detention. 
 
During his announcement of the ban, Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab commented that “the abuses appear to be 
on an industrial scale; it is truly horrific barbarism that we had hoped was lost to another era, yet it is in practice 
today as we speak and in one of the leading members of the international community.” Some observers have 
claimed that the move stands against China and the European Union's trade deal, which approved significant 
investment and opened up the Chinese market to the 27-member bloc. However, the relationship between the 
United Kingdom and China specifically has deteriorated in recent years, especially due to the former’s criticism of 
the latter’s crackdown on democracy in Hong Kong.  
 
The Uyghurs in China are an ethnic group whose members are mostly Muslim. Uyghurs have their own culture and 
history including the declaration of two short-lived independent republics, both known as East Turkestan, in the 
first half of the 20th century. Almost 11 million Uyghurs live in Xinjiang, which is located in the far northwest of 
China. According to experts and human rights groups, at least 1 million Uyghurs have been imprisoned in recent 
years in so-called “political re-education camps.” Chinese authorities attempt to justify their actions against the 
Uyghurs by claiming that the crackdown is essential in order to prevent terrorism. Overall, some analysts have 
argued that these moves are part of a more extensive campaign by Chinese leader Xi Jinping to promote Han 
nationalism as a unifying force. The Han is China's ethnic majority and the Chinese Community Party has been 
accused of suppressing any ethnic, cultural, or religious identities that might compete for popular loyalty against 
the group.  
 
In the end, the United Kingdom is not the only country to introduce measures aimed at tackling human rights 
violations in China. Last October, the United States imposed sanctions against Chinese entities and officials linked 
to repression in Xinjiang. Additionally, back in 2019, Sweden announced that it would grant refugee status to 
China's Uyghurs. China always argues that matters concerning the Uyghur population are an internal issue and 
should not be discussed internationally, however that has not stopped certain countries from addressing the 
problem. 


