
 
 

President Trump Plans to Hold a 9/15 Israel-UAE Signing Ceremony in the White House 
 
The White House announced this week that it would be hosting a signing ceremony to formalize the recent normalization agreement between 
Israel and the United Arab Emirates. The ceremony is due to be held on September 15th, and will be attended by leaders from the region. It will 
mark the first Middle East agreement signed at the White House in 26 years, and was deliberately scheduled to occur close to the anniversary 
of the Oslo Accords. The Trump administration has touted the normalization agreement between Israel and the UAE as a major foreign policy 
success, but has failed to take note of major flaws in the deal. For example, the UAE and Israel were never in a state of conflict, and the UAE has 
abandoned longstanding regional policy that dictates any normalization agreement with Israel must coincide with the establishment of an 
independent Palestinian state, among other aspects. Additionally, the Trump administration has failed in its efforts to convince additional 
countries in the region to follow the precedent set by the UAE, partly because of concerns the deal is politically motivated to help President 
Trump win re-election in the upcoming presidential election.  
 
In the immediate aftermath of the UAE-Israel normalization agreement, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo controversially led a delegation to 
multiple Middle Eastern nations to encourage them to also normalize relations with Israel. However, this trip was unsuccessful, as countries 
such as Morocco, Saudi Arabia, and Bahrain told Pompeo they would not be following the UAE’s lead. In the case of Morocco, a former 
American Ambassador to the country, William Gabriel, said there were two reasons for this decision. One, any peace deal signed without the 
involvement of the Palestinians would seriously denigrate future efforts to secure a Palestinian state, which is a non-negotiable tenet of any 
negotiation. Second, the Trump administration’s politicization of the deal in an election year raises questions about the motivation for the 
normalization agreement. Observers have noted that Morocco’s King Mohammed has previously expressed support for the normalization of 
relations between his country and Israel. However, normalization could only occur when certain standards were met, including the 
establishment of a Palestinian state with parts of Jerusalem as its capital. Additionally, the Trump administration’s haste to push through the 
deal so close to an election concerned Moroccan leaders, who have traditionally taken great care to stay out of America’s partisan politics.  
 
Last week, Israeli airline El Al flew a symbolic route from Israel to the UAE, in the first direct flight between the countries to mark the 
normalization of their relations. At the time, it was noted that the presence of presidential advisor Jared Kushner and national security advisor 
Robert O’Brien on the flight hinted at the Trump administration’s intention of politicizing the agreement to aid the president’s re-election 
campaign. The formalizing of plans to hold a signing ceremony at the White House lends credence to this, as does the Trump administration’s 
push to coax additional regional countries to follow the UAE’s lead and normalize relations with Israel. President Trump counts American 
evangelicals and right-wing Jews as some of his strongest supporters, both of whom consider support for Israel as a non-negotiable political 
position. To this end, it is the president’s opinion that strengthening relations between Israel and Middle Eastern countries will aid him in the 
polls, and he has sought to do this. However, this strategy is an abandonment of longstanding American policy toward the Middle East that has 
focused on securing a two-state solution at the center of any peace deal. Instead of working towards an agreement that benefits all parties, the 
Trump administration has pushed through a deal that only serves its signatories, further marginalizes Palestinians, and ultimately fails to 
provide any meaningful solution. 


