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Christmas Eve 2020 
The Stations of Advent  

Reflections 
 
 

HOPE 
 
A reading from The Gospel of Matthew:  
 “… an angel from the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, Joseph, son of 
David, don t be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because the child she carries was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit.  She will give birth to a son, and you will call him Jesus, 
because he will save his people from their sins.”  Now all of this took place so that what 
the Lord had spoken through the prophet would be fulfilled: Look!  A virgin will become 
pregnant and give birth to a son, and they will call him, Emmanuel.  (Emmanuel means 
‘God with us.’)”  
 
We began our Advent preparations for Christmas with the Light of Hope.  If you are 
feeling despair, anxiety, or fear from this difficult year and the uncertainty of the future, 
allow this light to remind you that you are not alone.  The angel’s message to Mary, 
Joseph, and the shepherds was “do not be afraid,” because we believe that the 
Christmas message of “God With Us” (Emmanuel) is why Jesus came to be with us.  He 
was born into a world that was also experiencing trouble, unrest, oppression, and fear. 
God wanted to be with us, and God still wants to be with us in a Spirit of Hope that 
never dies. 
 
 
Where have you discovered hope? 
 
Prayer: 
 
God of Hope,  
We rejoice in the fact that tomorrow will come, 
and we pray that you ignite the flame of hope within us.  
Like the sun that will always shine, 
even when it has been hidden behind a storm,  
assure us that the clouds of trial shall pass 
so that we may embrace and be instruments of your hope in this world.  
Amen.  
 

LOVE- 
 
A reading from The Gospel of Luke: 
My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for God has 

looked on the humble estate of his servant…God has brought down the mighty from 
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their throne, and exalted those of humble estate; the Holy One has filled the hungry with 
good things, and the rich, God has sent away empty.”  
 
We continued our Advent preparations for Christmas with the Light of Love.  This has 
been a difficult year for love.  We have found so many ways to be divided and “take 
care of our own.”  Mary’s Canticle when she is carrying her child speaks of how God’s 
love will lift up those who are hungry for love, for justice, for well-being.  We are called 
to be that love in action in the world.  Let his light remind you that love is not scarce–
there is enough for all.  And love never decreases as we share it.  God’s math only 
multiplies. 
 
Where have you discovered love?  
 
Prayer: 
 
God of Love,  
We rejoice that you came down to meet us at Christmas, 
and we pray that you ignite the flame of love within us.  
Like a baby swaddled in the arms of its mother,  
remind of us your tender care that surrounds us, 
so that we may embrace and be instruments of your love in this world.  
Amen.  
 
 

JOY 
 
A reading from the Gospel of Luke:  
“… the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of 
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
the Messiah, the Lord.” — the Gospel of Luke 
 
The third Sunday of our Advent preparations for Christmas symbolizes a Light of Joy. 
Joy is not the same as happiness, which may seem elusive in a time of loss.  Joy is the 
deep river of assurance that is always there for us to dip into in spite of circumstances. 
Joy is not about denying suffering, but rather it is the embracing of the depths of all of 
life’s emotions that is the very thing that allows us to eventually feel the heights once 
more.  The shepherds were very afraid when angels appeared, and so they encouraged 
them, after they got over the shock, to rejoice because a baby had been born that would 
change hearts and help us find a better way. 
 
Where have you discovered joy? 
 
Prayer: 
 
God of Joy,  
We rejoice in the deep feeling of assurance in our souls 
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and pray that you ignite the flame of joy within us.  
Unlike the sugary sweet taste of temporary happiness,  
fill us with an abiding joy that is everlasting,  
even in the wake of upset, so that we may embrace  
and share this joy in a world where it is desperately needed.  
Amen.  
 

PEACE 
 
A reading from The Book of Isaiah: 
 “A child is born to us, a son is given to us, and authority will be on his shoulders.  He 
will be named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  
There will be vast authority and endless peace for David s throne and for his kingdom, 
establishing and sustaining it with justice and righteousness now and forever.”  
 
We close our Advent preparations for Christmas with the Light of Peace.  Jesus was 
called “Prince of Peace.” We can think of this as the metaphor of royalty in the Reign of 
God.  Those who ruled were deemed good rulers if their lands and their people 
experienced peace and thriving.  So this name, as applied to Jesus, points us to our 
role as those who help bring about a peaceful existence in which all people thrive.  This 
is our prayer for our community, our nation, and our world.  
 
Where have you discovered peace? 
 
Prayer: 
 
God of Peace,  
We rejoice in your gift and promise of peace,  
and we pray that you ignite this as flame within us. 
Whenever there is distress, destruction, and divisiveness, 
break down the barriers that prevent us from continuing our journey toward wholeness, 
so that we may embrace and become a part of paving a path for peace in this world.  
Amen.  
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