
1 Samuel 17:50  

 So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone, striking down the Philistine and 

killing him; there was no sword in David’s hand.  
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Earlier this year, the BBC hosted a live viewing of “Rose” the very first episode of the 

Doctor Who reboot, which first aired March 26th, 2005. The live viewing kicked off for me a 

quarantine hobby of revisiting my favorite series from the first episode that got me into it. With 

nowhere to go, besides taking my dog for walks and rides, I used the weekend to re-watch the 

first season of “New Who,” giving me the opportunity to fall back in love with the writing of 

New Who’s first head writer, Russell T. Davies.  

To understand where I’m coming from, you have to know that for the past 10 years the 

writing on the show has focused on the enigma that is The Doctor. Since 2010, The Doctor has 

been the main player. The Doctor’s companions (those who travel through time and space with 

The Doctor) take a backseat, in a way, acting as supporting characters to the quirky and 

mysterious time traveler, every once in a while reminding The Doctor of compassion, hope, and 

everything that makes humanity beautiful. However, the plots 

of the companions often times act as a vehicle for The Doctor. 

The companions serve The Doctor, either being a mystery to 

solve or adding to the mystery of clever, brilliant, astounding 

Doctor.  

This wasn’t the case when Russell T. Davies wrote for 

the show. In many ways, Davies flipped the formula on its 

head. The Doctor was the supporting character, while the 

companion was the main player. There’s no more evidence 

of this than the title of the first episode, since Rose Tyler was New Who’s first companion. 

From the start of his era, Davies emphasized how important ordinary people are to the fabric of 

the universe.  

Throughout the first season we see ordinary people saving the day. Rose, in the first 

episode takes courage and helps The Doctor get out of a sticky situation. In later episodes 

maids, journalists, teenage mothers, Rose’s failed business man father, Pete, her nagging 

mother, Jackie, her “do-nothing” boyfriend, Mickey, all step in to save the world in some way. 

The most ordinary of humans, stepping up and saving the world when called upon. This is a 

theme that continues through the rest of the Davies Era, as we see ordinary humans, with 

ordinary lives, become some of the most important people in the universe.  

What the Davies Era of Doctor Who (2005-2010) emphasized was that no one is too 

ordinary to be less than extraordinary. Everyone is important. Everyone matters to the fabric 

of the universe. And when faced with extraordinary circumstances, every single human can step 

up to the challenge.  

 

Rose Tyler 



This is a theme that we see throughout the Bible as well. We 

see God pick the ordinary people to do extraordinary 

things. Moses, a man running away from his own past, 

became the most important prophet in all Israel. Rahab, a 

prostitute in Jericho, protected Israel’s spies. Ruth, a foreign 

woman, was mother of a bloodline that eventually ran to 

David, a shepherd boy chosen by God to defeat the giant Goliath and who would become the 

greatest King of Israel, who ruled over the United Kingdoms of Israel. Ordinary people. 

Extraordinary lives.  

I think we often focus on the extraordinary things that these people of faith showed us. 

We think of Moses parting the Red Sea, of Ruth finding the courage to go to Boaz, of David 

defeating Goliath. We think of their greatness, but forget that they, like every other human, 

were ordinary. That God chose them, their ordinary selves, to do great things. God called them, 

supported them, uplifted them, and loved them. These totally ordinary people.  

When we are faced with extraordinary circumstances, I think we often retreat behind our 

own being ordinary. “I can’t do anything,” we say, “this is too big for me. There’s nothing that I 

can do to change anything. I’m not important enough. I’m too ordinary.” But, here’s the thing, 

that’s not a good excuse. Because God calls the ordinary, God uses the ordinary. God created 

the ordinary. And with God, we can do the extraordinary.  

It is extraordinary to make masks and go shopping for neighbors and to check in on loved 

ones. It’s extraordinary to make phone calls and video chat with friends. It’s extraordinary to 

commit ourselves to not leaving our homes, save for necessary runs. It’s extraordinary to 

temporarily give up the comfort of a church community. And it is certainly extraordinary to roll 

with the punches of an unknown moment of time. In this time, we are doing extraordinary 

things, with the help of God. Us. The ordinary people.  

 

I’ll leave you with this quote from the Ninth Doctor, the first Doctor in Davies’ Era:  

 

“There is no such thing as an ordinary human.”   

 

May we hold on to this hope as we continue to face these extraordinary times.  

 

Creating God,  

You created me, all that I am.  

You have given me a beautiful life.  

Sometimes that life feels ordinary, 

and sometimes I feel unimportant.  

Help me to remember that I am important.  

I am extraordinary.  

Because I am created in your image.  

In the name of Christ,  

by the power of your Spirit.  

Amen. 


