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Netherlands: “Help Each Other In Love”—M. Clara
By Mirjam Wolthuis
Look at this! These flowers are the results of our sewing
actions on last Earth Day! We are all very happy with
the results. Especially since there was a period of
extreme drought after Earth Day (probably due to the
climate change). We feared that nothing could grow.
How creative Mother Earth is! She stored the seeds
waiting for rain, and finally it started to rain. The bees
and birds, and the biodiversity, will be glad.
Below are more flowers: Sr Maristella (89) enjoyed her
outing to the ‘Keukenhof’ where thousands of bulb
flowers every year are arranged in beautiful
compositions. Slowly more and more bulb breeders start to breed organic bulbs. Yet much more has to
change, e.g. those from abroad who order bulbs should only ask for organic bulbs.

At the end of June our foresters went together with as many volunteers
as possible into the meadows at the south of our premises to look for
young deer in order to prevent them from being killed when the farmers
start mowing. This year they found this very young deer. Two others
appeared to be strong enough to sprint away to a safe place on their own
strength.

On the Feast of the Sacred Heart, June 22th, the Spiritual Testament of the Dutch Region was presented
after mass. It was a small but joyful event. In this little booklet (you will all receive it soon) the sisters
pass along to new generations their inspiration and the works that were done thanks to the inspiration of
Jesus Christ, Mother Clara and Saint Francis. Sr. Simone, one of the authors of this document together
with Sr. Margreet, spoke about the value of the heart in the charism of our congregation. She recalled the
‘Spirit of the Beginning’ that inspired German sisters to dare to go to the Netherlands. It was the same
Spirit that inspired the Dutch sisters to go to Indonesia. And we trust that this Spirit will help us too
during these years of growing smaller and completion. After her speech Sr. Simone presented the first
issue of our Spiritual Testament to Sr. Auxiline, Sr. Margreet en Sr. Marie-Bernard.

Germany: Building Communities of Love
By Sr. Alexandra Völzke
Liturgy and exchange on "Home Europe" 05.05.2019
This Sunday Mass was really something special. In preparation for the European elections at the end of
May, we invited sisters together with the Diocesan Caritas Association to reflect - with the help of
saints - on the "Home Europe". Benedict of Nursia, Francis of Assisi, Vincent de Paul and Teresia
Benedicta of the Cross (Edith Stein) were heard in the concert of voices. St. Francis, the rich son of a
cloth merchant, God-seeker and lover of poverty, was mainly concerned with the European abundance
of material and spiritual wealth, but on the other hand with the lack of meaning, orientation and
experience of God. In the crossing of the border of the Ego and the encounter with the other, we will
discover our true wealth. We would probably say today, "Renunciation is profit".
In the intercessions and in the final prayer, we
asked God above all for steps of peace and
reconciliation for Europe and the whole world.
After the service there was a meeting between
young and old in our Franciscan Hall on the
theme "Home Europe". Students of our
cooperation partner, a high school, had lively
conversations with religious and residents of our
home for the elderly. In addition, there was a
quiz on Europe with questions and a recognition of national anthems.

72-hour campaign in the Motherhouse Garden 24.-26.05.2019
“72 hours of commitment for a good thing” was an idea of the Bund der Deutschen Katholischen Jugend
(BDKJ). Under the motto "Heaven sends us", children and young people all over Germany are involved
in a project. The former MaZ-ers and a group of the Catholic rural youth movement were active at the
motherhouse in Salzkotten. At first it sounded like playing the guitar: "What do you want? Painting or
plucking?" So, one group took care of repainting the shed and the other group took care of the huge rose
bed that had to be cleared of weeds. Also, there were 14 returned MaZ students as well as 9 children and
their two caregivers, who actively supported us for two days.
On Saturday, it went on with united power very
creatively. Thus, in different small groups an
insect hotel, a birdhouse, several small mobiles
and other decorative things developed as
decoration for our new "pavilion". In addition,
a hedge with scented lavender was planted in
front of it and an herb garden was planted.
Furthermore, a raised flowerbed and a large
sound mobile were made of different woods.
Cushions for seats were sewn. It is amazing
what you can do in a community! And how
much joy one can have together and at work! We concluded the day with a prayer of thanksgiving.
On Sunday morning, after Holy Mass and breakfast, we put the final changes to our project and cleaned
it up. At lunchtime, we had invited sisters, residents of the elderly home and the parents of the children
to a festive conclusion. They came in large numbers and were amazed at what had been created in 72
hours. It was really a great community and a good atmosphere.

Malawi: Be Praised, My Lord, Through Sister Water
By Sr. Raynelda Saragih
Digging of water wells at Madisi
Madisi is a small trading center located 80km north of Lilongwe, the capital of Malawi. Quite a lot of
economic activity takes place around the area. In the area are several schools, villages, churches and
health facilities. A kilometer north of the trading center is located St Francis Catholic School which is
run by the Franciscan Sisters, Madisi Catholic Parish and Madisi Mission Hospital, which is also a
Catholic institution.

One of the key challenges that people face in their day
to day life in Madisi is the problem of water
accessibility. In the more urban areas, taps consistently
run dry, sometimes for as long as two weeks. In the rural
areas, people mostly draw water from wells. However,
the wells are very sparsely located, which makes the
effort to access water even greater.

The problems that the water woes bring
negatively affect people in many different
ways. Amongst them are children, who
sometimes go to school late because the
areas where they or their parents access
water are distant from their homes. To
draw water and then prepare to go to
school in time becomes a problem. Again,
the lack of water leaves people drawing
water from rivers for home use. This
exposes them to waterborne diseases. Due
to the many economic challenges that they
face, most of them cannot access proper
A typical water well in Madisi
health care at the Hospital because they cannot
afford to pay for the services they receive at the Hospital.
The Parish is also negatively affected because the
Church cannot be cleaned when there is no water.
Flowers cannot be grown at the church because there
is no water available for watering flowers. Whenever
there are meetings of many different groups of people
at the Church and the taps are dry, people draw water
from the Kasangadzi River located about 700 meters
east of the Parish or from the Kawerawera River 500m
west of the Parish. Around 2015, one Christian
woman who was attending a Catholic Women’s
Organization meeting at the Parish was attacked by a
crocodile at the river while trying to draw water at
Kasangadzi River.
A woman drawing unsafe water from a stream

The Hospital is negatively affected whenever there is no water because cleaning inside and outside the
Hospital cannot be done properly – sometimes not done at all – without water. This gives room for the
development of other infections within the Hospital as well.
The frequent water problems and the effect it had on the community prompted the Franciscan Sisters to
find ways to address the problem. They came up with the idea of digging wells and installing water
pumps around the area to reduce all the problems arising from water shortages, particularly to orphans.
They successfully mobilized funding for the activity from well-wishers. Stüwa Konrad Stükerjürgen, a
German manufacturer of well-construction technology donated €10,000 (US$12,300) towards the
project.

Digging area at The Hospital awaiting pump installation

Several areas were earmarked for the exercise. FISD, in
conjunction with engineers from Germany, were contracted to
do the job. The digging started at Madisi Hospital. After going
a few meters deep, splashes of water came out. Water had been
found!
<Well at the Girls’ Hostel awaiting pump installation

It was time to move to another area – the girls’ hostel
which the sisters constructed for their orphan girls who
study in day secondary schools around Madisi. Again,
a few meters deep, water was found, to the delight of
the girls at the Hostel. They would no longer go to
school late, fail to clean their Hostels or use unclean
uniforms due to water problems!
Quite a different scenario was encountered at the next digging area – the Parish. A few meters down into
the ground, a very huge rock was encountered by the digging machine. The machine tried and tried and
tried to go through the rock, but to no avail. They had to stop. Currently, they are trying to find another
area within the Parish where they cannot find a huge rock underground. We hope it works out!

USA: Celebrating the Feasts of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary
By Sr. Beatrice Hernandez
On June 28 the Sisters in the US Province joined with our Sisters
throughout the world in celebrating the Feasts of the Sacred Hearts of
Jesus and Mary. During the festive liturgy, Sr. Gabriele Uhlein gave
the reflection. Her theme was “Our Spiritual Eldering Lineage”. She
spoke about how “heart-presence” is the “work” of a spiritual elder,
which has nothing to do with age. A spiritual elder is one with heartintelligence, who is heart present, and who is heart transfiguring. They
mediate between heaven and earth.
“What is ordinary is
simultaneously extraordinary. What you see is not all there is.” We
are so blessed to
be “the Sisters of the two hearts”—called to be this heart-presence to
one another and to our world.

At the end of the liturgy, Sr. Theresa Langfield
presented to Sr. Melanie Paradis (US Provincial) a
book created by former orphans who had been cared for
by our Sisters in Pueblo Colorado called “Sacred Heart
Orphanage Memory Book—1903-1978”. The book is
filled with photos and stories of how the Sisters cared
for and loved the orphans, helping them to grow and
develop into wonderful, happy adults. Many of these
former orphans have stayed in touch with the Sisters
who were “mothers” to them, writing, calling and
visiting them in Wheaton. The book is a wonderful
memorial to the ministry to the orphans that influenced
so many lives.
The celebrations of our congregational feast day culminated in the release of newly hatched butterflies
by Lisa Flanagan, who works in our finance office. She had nurtured the caterpillars as they formed a
chrysalis and then matured and hatched into colorful butterflies. The sisters and employees gathered
around as the butterflies were released into our motherhouse flower garden near the Sisters’ dining room.
Everyone rejoiced as they flew into the air—free and beautiful.

Indonesia: Eco Bricks, Socialization and Training
By S. Verena Simatupang
In Monteluco - Motherhouse
March 2019, Bokasi and Faith training was
held in Monteluco with our Junior Sisters
as one of our JPIC Province programs. It
aimed to promote go green and train the
Sisters for recycling the garbage creatively.
As a continuation of this program, each
community of the Sisters was encouraged
to plant vegetables by using organic
fertilizer (with bokashi and faith technique)
and to design a community garden
beautifully. To encourage communities or
work units, the JPIC team evaluated and
gave prizes to the winners. This coincided with the Financial Spirituality training held in Monteluco,
June 30, 2019 which were attended by the Sisters from many communities.

The JPIC Team took this good
opportunity to socialize Eco bricks
and to conduct a short training, as a
continuation of the JPIC program on
greening. The JPIC Team in this
second program encourages each
community and unit to make Eco
bricks. The JPIC Team sees Eco
bricks as one of the many ways to
raise awareness of the importance of
protecting the earth from garbage. It
hopes that everyone can take this
small action that has a big impact on
protecting the earth. The garbage problem, as we know, is a global problem that requires continuous
handling.
The United Nations International Institute in collaboration with 193 countries promotes the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) as a continuation of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). For the
concept of global development, seventeen targets are to be achieved and three of them are part of ecology:
target 6 - Clean water and sanitation, target 7- Energy that is clean and affordable and target 13- Climate
action. This shows that the world must protect the earth from various pollution for development to be
sustainable.
After the Eco bricks training, the JPIC team announced the winners of the greening competition between
communities and work units. The first winner was our orphanage Pius IX, second prize- Novitiate
Community, and the Third, was Onan Runggu Community. Sr. Evifania, as a member of the JPIC Team
congratulated the winners and encouraged all communities to continue the program actively.
Socialization and Training with our Novices at Greccio
The JPIC Team remains passionate in socializing Eco bricks and at this moment, the target was our
novice Sisters at Greccio conducted by Sr. Angela Siallagan FCJM with her team. The training was held
on July 9, 2019 in the Novitiate auditorium. We, the JPIC team, were very proud for their burning passion
in responding to the Eco bricks training. We are hoping that this program will bring change to our earth
which starts from simple actions and scope. We apprehend that the biggest waste production is household
waste. Therefore, it is necessary to start from our work units and our own communities, especially private
waste. This action really needs support and self-awareness.

Socialization and Training in Panti Pius IX at Greccio
On July 10, 2019, socialization and training on Eco bricks continued to Pius IX Orphanage. This training
was delivered by Sr. Verena Simatupang FCJM. After the training, the orphans immediately made Eco

bricks become real by collecting garbage around the orphanage. Sr. Verena Simatupang also appealed
and stressed that plastic garbage does not need to be burned but creatively processed. Organic waste has
been processed into bokashi and faith. The orphans are trained to make bokashi and faith so that the
gardens and flowers sorrounding the orphanage look green, fertile and beautiful. Garden produce can
help with kitchen needs. To increase vegetable production, orphanage children are trained to make Eco
bricks so that they are made aware early on and take part in saving the earth which is our common home.
Now the orphanage children no longer throw or burn garbage but have processed it into Eco bricks and
other creative things.

Interfaith Celebration

Vesak, a festival that commemorates the birth,
enlightenment and death of the Lord Buddha, is celebrated
on a full moon day in May. For the celebration of Vesak,
precisely on May 19, 2019, the BUDDHIST MANJUSRI
College invited the Greccio community and the Postulants
to attend the Art Performance event as part of the celebration. It was the first time this college invited the
Sisters to take part in this major event. “We felt so proud and honored to be visited by the Sisters,” said
SUHU (leader of the Buddhist College community) in her welcome speech. Differences are not a
limitation for sharing happiness, but differences represent beauty and complement each other. The
presence of our Sisters and postulants in this event has given color and beauty in establishing cross-faith
relations with our Buddhist brothers and sisters in Pematangsiantar. They also donated basic food to our
orphanage and to our elderly Sisters in Monteluco.

Romania: Let Us Go Together
S. M. Lydia Fechetă
Let us go together!
Under this motto, Pope Francis visited Romania,
from May 31-June 2.2019. “I am coming to
Romania, a beautiful and welcoming country, as
a pilgrim and brother. See you soon!” With
these words, came the news that the Holy Father
would come to our country for a pastoral and
apostolical visit, where the Catholics represent
only 5% of the country’s population. The joy
and excitement were great, when the news in our
country was official. Many people wanted to
take part to this historical joy for our country.
Also, we, the sisters, along with the other people
in the parish and in the dioceses, wanted to hear
live the voice of Holy Father and with luck to see him as close as was possible. The sisters were all
agreed that we wanted to take part to the Holy Mass in one of the four location, which were planned for
the visit. Pope Francis wanted not just the Catholics in Bukarest to meet with him, but also people
from the other dioceses in our country. That’s why, we decided to go on the 1st June in Sumuleu Ciuc,
in Transylvania, the biggest pilgrimage place in our country and in the center of south-eastern of
Europe.

There is a Franciscan community in Sumuleu Ciuc and the first
Franciscan brothers came in 1352. After a victory in a battle in
1567, the people promised to come every year on the Saturday
before Pentecost to thank our Holy Mother. She is represented in
a sculpture of lime wood 227 cm tall, as The Lady dressed in the
sun, moon under her feet, and a crown of 12 stars on her head.
“With joy and thanksgiving to God, I join you today, dear
brothers and sisters, in this beloved Marian shrine, so rich in
history and faith. We have come here for a reason: we are
pilgrims. Here, every year, on the Saturday before Pentecost, you
come on pilgrimage to honor the vow made by your ancestors,
and to strengthen your own faith in God and your devotion to Our
Lady, before her monumental wooden statue,” said the Holy
Father.
With some people in the parish we went
to Timisoara, where we joined the big
group from our dioceses, 900 persons,
and went together by train. In 15 hours,
we came in Șumuleu Ciuc, where the
Holy Mass with Pope Francis was to take
place. The whole journey by train to and
back from Șumuleu was an opportunity
to meet many people we know, to sing
together and to pray. We could hear the
whole time in train Romanian, German,
Hungarian, Croatian, Bulgarian, Czehian
prayers and songs, the languages present

in our dioceses. Something unforgettable! This atmosphere gave us power to forget the long, tiring
journey and the rainy weather! At 5 o clock in the morning we arrived in Sumuleu Ciuc. Through strong
rain we went to the hill where the Mass was celebrated. At the end of holy Mass, Pope Francis, presented
a golden rose to our Holy Mother Mary as a sign of thanksgiving that he was in Sumuleu. Although the
weather was rainy, before the Mass the clouds were spread, and the sun shined throughout the Mass. It
was an image we take with us from our time in Sumuleu!
It was a wonderful experience to live our faith in a country where the majority is orthodox. It was a great
experience, also for the other Christians in our country. Most people we talked with said that they
watched TV all day long for the three days of the papal visit. During this time, they lived with faith, joy,
tears and emotions each moment. As one reporter put it, “for three days Romania was Catholic.”
“Now I am returning home. I am returning enriched by the experience of different places and special
moments, but above all carrying with me your faces. Your faces will color my memories and populate my
prayers,” said Holy Father.
Pace e bene!

