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Spring Gathering Calls for Courage and Creativity as
the Province Prepares for Chapter 2020
On Saturday, March 16, Sisters and
Covenant Companions came together
for the Spring Province Gathering. This
day of prayer, sharing, and
companionship explored how we are
living our charism, individually and
collectively, and to explore what we are
called to now.
Left to right; Sr. Alana holding iPad with Sr.
Sheila zooming in; Covenant Companions
Mary Krystinak and Jeanne Connolly; Sisters
Shirley and Sylvia.

In small groups, the large circle, and
on breaks the joy of being with one
another was evident.
In the name of the entire Province of
St. Clare of the Franciscan Sisters,
Daughters of the Sacred Hearts of
Jesus and Mary, on this March 16,
2019, Sr. Melanie Paradis convoked
Provincial Chapter 2020.
With continued courage, faith, and joy
we lean into the light as we continue to
face the mystery of the not-yet-known.

Sr. Melanie Paradis, Provincial Directress, invites
us to respond anew to the needs of the times.

Small groups sharing
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Happy 90th Birthday, Sister Julie!
By Sr. Margaret Grempka

On January 31- a frigid Thursday - twelve of us (Sr.
Rose Mary Pint, Sr. Kenneth Huelsing, Sr. Mary
Lou Wirtz, Sr. Theresa Langfield, Sr. Alice
Reckamp, Sr. Martha Friedman, Cathy Mason, Cheryl
Ward, Nancy Adamson, Barb Ruch and I) gathered at St.
Patrick’s Residence to celebrate Sr. Julie Walsh’s 90th
birthday. The surprise guest was Sr. Carola Thoman
who had just arrived from Germany for a three day
sharing with the Province. Among Julie’s gifts were a
2019 calendar of Ireland and a beautiful Irish hanging
which says: “When I count my blessings, I count you
twice, may nothing but happiness come through your
door.” There were stories, laughter and delicious cake! A
good time was had by all!

Thank you from Sr. Julie
Thank you to everyone for the lovely birthday party. Many
thanks for the cards, emails, gifts, and flowers. Special thanks
to the Sisters, Associates, and friends from O.L.A. who came
out in the bitter cold and ice to be with me here, it was also a
nice surprise to see Sister Carola. It was hard for me to
internalize that this lovely gathering was celebrating me on my
90th year! There was delightful decorations, delicious cake and
ice cream. In the center of the
decorations supremely sat the
“leprechaun” in his green/yellow
and gold attire. He did not have
the usual “pot of gold.” However
he had lots of balloons imprinted
with “Happy Birthday from
Ireland”. - Sr. Julie
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Caravan Project Collects
Items for Immigrants at
the Border
For three weeks in late January and early February,
the Wheaton Franciscans collected clothing, blankets,
coats, and toiletries for the 100’s of immigrants
crossing the border each day. We are deeply grateful
to our faith community, Sisters, and Covenant
Companions who donated so generously.
Thank you to those who helped find boxes, pack,
seal, and tag, and to our amazing Buildings and
Grounds crew for loading and transporting the
donations.

Sr. Catherine Albers
Remembered
A donation was made to the American Nurses
Foundation in memory of Sr. Catherine Albers,
OSF. The tribute message states “An
outstanding Sister, mentor, hospital
administrator, and nurse.”

Tom Norris Update

We say “Amen.”

In late February this message was received
from Covenant Companion Tom Norris.
After the PET scan and MRI the news is very
good. No trace of the tumor in the lung, nor
above the eye. I will continue the immunotherapy drug for another 3 months.
I will also be investigating if they can fix my
right eyelid. It remains shut.
There remains significant fatigue that hopefully will begin to dissipate as I get stronger.
Thank you all for your prayers and support. I
am most grateful. God bless you all.

Tom

Thank you
Many thanks for your continuing healing
prayers for me and my sister Shirley.
Blessings,

Sr. Mary Ellen

