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MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR
I am pleased to present the Sub-Saharan Education Project’s Annual Report for 
the 2017-2018 school year. As an organization, we strive to put our best foot 
forward every day to serve our stakeholders in the most efficient and effective 
ways possible. This year’s report highlights many of SSEP’s accomplishments and 
activities which advance our vision that women and children will be able to 
access opportunities to transform their lives, achieve their goals, and improve 
the communities in which they reside.

This past year SSEP made significant progress in our provision of services to our 
partner communities including the completion of two infrastructure projects at 
underserved middle schools,  and the expansion of our vocational and 
scholarship programs. Thanks to the success of the DreamBuilders Gala, we have 
started the construction of our second primary school.

These, and other noteworthy 
accomplishments are detailed in this 
year’s annual report that I am honored 
to present to you. 

I am extremely grateful to our board of 
directors, committee and community 
volunteers, our dedicated staff 
members in Ghana and, of course, to 
our generous donors. It is your 
commitment and dedication to our 
work that makes our mission an 
attainable reality.

Sara Allegra, SSEP President
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SCHOLARSHIP 
PROGRAM

According to a UNICEF 2015 study, nearly
500,000 children are estimated to be out of
school in Ghana (Really Simple Stats, Issue 4,
April 2015).

With support from our donors, SSEP 
provided scholarships to over forty 
students from three different public schools 
in Accra. The scholarships included support 
at the middle school, high school and 
university levels. 

Without the scholarship program, many 
students living in our partner communities 
would have trouble paying for education, 
especially at the secondary and tertiary 
level. Students would not be able to 
acquire the requisite knowledge and skills 
they need to enter the workforce.

The financial relief to their families also 
frees up limited family income to  channel 
into other income-generating activities.
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“SSEP supported me and helped me 
to go to school. The school fees 
would have been my parents 
responsibility but now we don’t 
have to worry about those dues. 
SSEP paying the fees has helped us a 
lot.”

- Badzi, Scholarship Recipient

“The scholarship really helped me to 
get my education. I was able to 
graduate with good grades because 
of the tutoring and financial 
support. Without that I don’t think I 
would be able to enter university.” 

- Angela, Scholarship Recipient

SSEP scholarship students

100% Enroll in high school 

85% Graduate high school 

52% Enroll in college

VS

National student statistics

61% Enroll in high school 

46% Graduate high school 

5% Enroll in college



“I would not have come 
this far without the 
support of SSEP and their 
donors. I would have 
dropped out of school just 
like some of my friends 
after Junior High school. I 
do not have the burden of 
thinking about paying 
fees as SSEP has sorted it 
all out. The scholarship 
has also allowed me more 
time to focus on my 
studies”.

Martin Amoah is a 22 year old from Ajumako
Enyan Essiam in the Central region of Ghana
and currently lives at Dansoman, Accra.

Martin is the youngest of eight siblings. His
mom is a trader and supports the family on her
own because his dad passed away when he
was young.

Martin joined SSEP’s scholarship program
when he started middle school and continues
to have his education financed through our
program.
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His exceptional performance at the Senior High
school level enabled him gain admission to one
of Ghana's most prestigious universities. He is
currently studying Statistics at the Kwame
Nkrumah University of Science and
Technology.

Thanks to the generosity of our donors, Martin
has a fully funded scholarship for his university
education.

Student Spotlight



WOMEN’S 
VOCATIONAL 

PROGRAM

Between the 2017 and 2018, 
SSEP offered free training  
for glass bead and cow horn 
jewelry making to over fifty 
women from these 
communities. They were 
taken through the process of 
glass bead making; from the 
building of the oven, and 
preparing the glass, to 
heating, shaping, polishing 
and stringing of the glass 
beads into jewelry. 
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Studies show that when you provide for women, you provide for their 
entire households (Gcabo, R. P. 2003) . The SSEP vocational program seeks 
to curb the challenges women go through to provide for their families. The 
program is currently implemented in four communities; Bentum, Loye, Pig Farm 
and Chorkor. 

Other beneficiaries were trained by a local cow horn artisan. They learned how 
to transform raw cow horns into beautiful jewelry. The women who take part in  
SSEP’s vocational program live within the communities that surround SSEP’s 
partner schools. They are rewarded financially for their work and their income 
goes to support a familiar ecosystem.
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Bertha Agbanavor is a twenty-three-year-old high school graduate who 
hails from the village of Afife in the Volta Region. Bertha enrolled in SSEP’s 
jewelry training class with the hope that one day, she could add it to her 
fashion designing company. Bertha is a fast learner and takes every aspect of 
her training seriously. As such, she joined the cow horn training program and 
is now learning to produce jewelry from discarded horns as well.

“By enrolling in the jewelry 
and cow horn training 
class, I have been able to 
include it as an 
enhancements for my 
fashion design business. I 
can now earn extra money 
to support my family.”

- Bertha Agbanavor

complete high school due to 
lack of financial support and 
currently works selling 
provisions. Juliana was first 
introduced to SSEP’s jewelry 
training program last year. She 
believes that with her new skills  
she can start a jewelry business 
of her own, and put her in a 
position to provide for her 
children’s education. 

Juliana Awuya is twenty-six-year-old  who lives in the Pigfarm neighborhood
in Accra with her husband and three children. Juliana was not able to



DREAMBUILDERS 
SCHOOL BUILD

36% of children in rural areas never enter 
formal school and 27% of those who do 
attend eventually drop out before 
completing (UNICEF, 2015). 

Providing access to education is one of 
SSEP’s core mandates. By building physical 
infrastructure for schools in deprived 
communities we help achieve this goal.

Construction of a seven-unit classroom 
block is underway in the village of Bentum
in the Central Region of Ghana. 

The school building will improve access to 
education in the community by reducing 
daily commute for students.  It will also 
provide a comfortable environment 
conducive to maximizing learning and 
student engagement.

Upon completion, the school will be handed 
over to the Ghana Education Service for 
operational oversight. This school will not 
only serve the Bentum community, but also 
the surrounding communities of Loye and 
Bosomabena. 
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“Our children used to walk 
such distance to attend school 
in neighboring villages. We 
are grateful to the donors for 
the school building  because 
our children can have access 
to quality education in our 
community”. (Beatrice 
Bonnie, Resident-Bentum)

SSEP leverages community engagement strategies and local partnerships to keep 
costs down. The average cost to build and furnish a SSEP school is $80,000 
versus the Ministry of Education expenditure for averaging over $100,000. 



INFRASTRACTURE 
SSEP partners with underserved schools to improve infrastructure. 
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Library Project
The library accommodates up to 48 students at a time. It is also 
stocked with essential reading and learning materials that will 
enhance students’ learning. The resources and services offered by 
this library will create opportunities for learning, literacy and 
education, and help shape the new ideas and perspectives that are 
central to a creative and innovative society. 

Over two-hundred students attending Accra Royal Junior High 
School now have access to a library facility where they can study 
and access educational materials.

This year, thanks to our donors, SSEP embarked on a library 
and washroom construction project for two of our partner 

schools; Accra Royal and Richard Akwei Junior High Schools. 
Both schools are located in the James Town community of the 

Greater Accra Region. These schools had urgent needs for 
these facilities, to create convenience and comfort in the 

school environment.



According to the Daily Graphic, 
Ghana’s National Newspaper, 36% of 
public basic schools in the country are 
without functioning toilets. About 
7,332 out of the 20,738 public basic 
schools in the country do not have 
toilet facilities and 6,922 do not have 
urinal facilities (Daily Graphic, 2017).

A study conducted in 2017 by UNICEF 
revealed that the lack of toilets affects 
school attendance. When schools lack 
private and hygienic toilets, many 
adolescent girls stay home during 
menstruation, missing several school 
days each month (Werner Schultink, 
Diarietou Gaye, 2017) .

SSEP’s infrastructure development 
program responded to this problem by 
renovating a four-unit washroom for 
Richard Akwei JHS in Accra. The newly 
renovated washroom currently serves 
over 200 students. 
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“The Junior High school 
had no washroom for 
some time now and both 
teachers and students had 
to go lower level primary 
block to use their 
washroom. Now we have 
access to a washroom 
right on our block and the 
girls can use it” 

Mr. Armstrong (Middle 
School Teacher)

Washroom Project



Clean Hands for 
Healthy Life

“Our students can now wash 
their hands properly and 
they know the importance of 
hand hygiene”

Headmaster, 

Ivy Ayiku

Our medical outreach program provides
access to free basic medical services to
students and teachers. We organize
health check-ups, as well as health
workshops to provide education on
personal hygiene, and other health
practices that will keep them healthy.

This year, SSEP in collaboration with a
group of trained nurses, organized hand
washing training programs in several of
our partner schools. Students were
taught proper hand washing and how it
plays a critical role in preventing the
spread of communicable diseases like,
Hepatitis A, Hepatitis B, flu and other
diseases.
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Students from our partner schools were actively involved in this training 
program. In the course of the training, students volunteered to help 
demonstrate to their colleagues on how to wash their hands properly. They 
gave a detailed explanation on how to scrub the hands, wash the fingers and 
fingernails, as well as the front and back of their hands. These trainings 
engage 80% of the student population and 95% of the administration body.

ENRICHMENT



2017-2018 Revenue
Contribution Income $83,176

Grants $6,700

Necklace Sales $11,904

Taxable Income $1,010

Total Revenue $101,780

Gross Income after Taxes $102,790 

21%

The addition of the SSEP Gala allowed us to focus 
our fundraising efforts outside of jewelry in the 

2017/2018 year. We increased our total revenue 
by 9% overall and our gross income by 10%. 
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2017-2018 Expenses

Fundraising Expense $20,253

School Build $25,763

Scholarships $1,791

Vocational Program $2,343

Enrichment Program $2,441

Staffing $7,510

Occupancy $14,058

Professional Fees $213

Other Expenses $12,834

Total Expenses $87,206

22%
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Other Expense Detail



THANK YOU

Thank all of your supporters 
for making all of your 
amazing achievements 
possible this year. 
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www.ssepempower.org

Find out more and 
follow our work:

https://twitter.com/SSEPempowerment
https://www.facebook.com/SSEPempower/
https://www.instagram.com/ssepempower/
http://www.ssepempower.org/


References

UNICEF GHANA M&E Team (2015) ‘Out of school children’ Really Simple Stats: the 

UNICEF GHANA Internal STATISTICAL bulletin, Issue 4 April  (online) Available: 

https://www.unicef.org/ghana/REALLY_SIMPLE_STATS_-_Issue_4(1).pdf (Accessed 

March 2019)

Kale-Dery S. (2017) ‘36% of public schools without toilets’, Ghana National Daily 

Graphic, 18 December (online) Avaiable: https://www.graphic.com.gh/news/general-

news/36-of-public-basic-schools-without-toilets-report.html (Accessed March 2019)

Werner,  S., Diarietou G. (2017) Why Toilets matter (Online) Available: 

https://blogs.unicef.org/blog/why-toilets-matter/ (Accesses March 2019)

Gcabo, R. P. E. (2003). Money and power in household management: Experiences of 

black South African women (Doctoral dissertation, University of Pretoria).

UNICEF. (2015). Global initiative on out-of-school children.

16

www.ssepempower.org

https://www.unicef.org/ghana/REALLY_SIMPLE_STATS_-_Issue_4(1).pdf
https://www.graphic.com.gh/news/general-news/36-of-public-basic-schools-without-toilets-report.html
https://blogs.unicef.org/blog/why-toilets-matter/
https://twitter.com/SSEPempowerment
https://www.facebook.com/SSEPempower/
https://www.instagram.com/ssepempower/
http://www.ssepempower.org/

