
Calvin Coolidge was a man of few words. Upon his returning from a church service his wife asked, "What 
was the pastor's sermon about?" "Sin," the president answered. "What did he say?" she continued. 
"He's against it," was his reply. 

Too often this is as far as our sermons go. But with Paul we must expose sin for the blasphemous thing it 
really is: finite man's attempt to dethrone God and enthrone himself! 

"There is only one sin," claims William Temple, "and it is characteristic of the whole world. It is self-will 
which prefers 'my' way to God's-which puts 'me' in the center where only God is in place." "And," John 
Wesley observes, "where the last end is changed, there can be no real goodness." With God dethroned 
and self at the center, all life is corrupted. 

Sin is Sin and the only remedy for sin is in God. 

There is no ranking of Sin.   

 There is no sin worse than any other.   
 Hitler’s sin is just as much a sin as my sin.   
 We could easily make a list of sins.   
 We could characterize them, we can sort them, we can put them in nice little buckets.   
 We could give them special names like venial or carnal or unforgivable; but ultimately they are 

simply sin.   
 One size fits all sin. 

God has set specific lines of what is his design for his creation. 

1. good Samaritan -  we have an obligation to love and love unconditionally.  No matter where 
they are in their life.  It does not matter if that person is personally up to your personal 
expectation. 

a. Person standing in the median with a sign saying he is hungry or a Donald Trump 
b. Mother Teresa or Adolph Hitler. 
c. A young upwardly mobile white guy or a socially aware activist. 
d. A baby in the arms of a aids infected mother in Africa, or a senior in a rest home 

suffering from Alzheimer’s. 
e. A morbidly obese glutton or a skeleton of a girl with bulimia.  
f. A pious Wesleyan Armenian Nazarene who pays his tithe and supports his church or 

Mormon. 

We are all someplace on the spectrum of belief.  We all need love.  And Love is the first step 
to understanding Grace. 

2. Gospel is the power of salvation – It is nothing we have done or even will do that overcomes the 
wages of sin.   

a. We can’t deserve forgiveness 
b. This eliminates the self-righteousness of motive.  I am better therefore I can compare 

and contrast and become a judge.  Can’t do it.  It is not your job.  It is God’s job. 
c. There is no judgement on our part that is to be used to take the place of God’s 

judgement.  



3. Design – Sex, Money, Power 
a. God the creator 

i. God conceived in his mind to create something to meet a desire to create a 
bride.  – not another God, but a companion 

ii. God designed us to meet that desire. Had requirements 
1. Holy like himself 
2. Had free will 
3. Was like Him 

iii. First he created a temporary home – Earth 
1. Physical laws 
2. Perfect environment for the nurture of his creation 

iv. Created an owner’s manual – Bible. 
1. How shall we then live –  

a. not just busy work until He returns 
b. Not a proving ground to earn a special place 
c. Not something to prove I deserve a place next to Him. 

2. Mazda made my car.  Has an owner’s manual 
a. Change the oil on a regular basis – 
b. If I don’t the car will not last as long  
c. The car was designed to have this done 
d. If you violate this, you will hurt your car 

v. God gave us along with His free will the ability to do things with our lives that 
are not good for our lives. 

4. Sin is the problem 
a. And all sin is the same 
b. Not about the sin itself 
c. Sin does not define who you are 
d. The issue is surrender. 

i. What if God set in the owner’s manual that every person to not void the 
warrantee had wear orange robes, shave their heads and do yoga. 

1. I may not agree with that requirement 
a. I like stretch pants in the evening while I watch TV. 
b. I am getting too old to do yoga 

2. But that is what God wants, He is the designer 
3. I will surrender to his design 
4. His will not mine 

ii. What if God set in the owner’s manual that every person to not void the 
warrantee had to never play any game that included a ball. 

1. I may not agree with that requirement  
a. I like balls  
b. Checkers and Monopoly is not as fun 

2. But that is what God wants, He is the designer 
3. I will surrender to his design 
4. His will not mine 



iii. What if God set in the owner’s manual that every person to not void the 
warrantee had to never eat meat of any kind. 

1. I may not agree with that requirement 
a. I like a good rib eye steak freshly grilled on the barbeque. 
b. I need protein 
c.  

2. But that is what God wants, He is the designer 
3. I will surrender to his design 
4. His will not mine 

5. There is a difference between the creator and the created 
a. I have to come to a place where I say whatever you designed me for I will confirm to. 

i. Not because I have to, to earn a place in heaven 
ii. Not because my conformance makes me special 

iii. It is conformance because that is the way I was designed to operate. 
iv. It is because it is what is best for me 

1. Make me a run down the road better, longer and more efficiently. 
2. It is a conformance to a heavenly design 
3. It is a holy sacrifice to prove the perfection of the design 

b. Before I get to the list of things 
i. Things I can do  

ii. Things I should do 
iii. Things I should do in moderation 
iv. Things I should refrain from 
v. Things I should never support with my time talent and treasure 

vi. Things I should abstain from 
vii. Things I should forbid 

c. I have to submit to the creator and his design 
i. Even if I disagree with the owner’s manual 

ii. Even if I think I am not hurting anyone else but me 
iii. Can I submit to Him? 

1. If I can submit to Him and I commit to submission 
2. Only after my submission to the manual can I really understand the will 

of God. 
iv. Only after submission to his design can we open the manual and figure how I 

must live.  Not because I am earning anything but because I was designed to 
operate at peak performance and longevity by following the design 
specifications. 

d. Denial – Deny yourself, pick up your cross and follow me 

Sin is essentially self-sovereignty. Falling for Satan's lie, man has denied his creaturehood in his decision 
to define for himself what is "good" and what is "evil." F. F. Bruce points out that Paul's account here is 
deliberately stated in terms of the Genesis version of Adam's fall. Casting the pair out of the Garden, God 
said: "Behold, the man has become like one of us, knowing good and evil" (Gen. 3:22, RSV). Rejecting 
God's definition of good (responsible obedience to the Creator), Adam and Eve created their own ethical 



system (defining good and evil in terms 'Of what they believed and wished). This dethroning of God and 
enthroning of self is the quintessence of sin. 


