
Luke 5:5-6  Fishing and Catching 
 
There is little doubt in my family that I like to go fishing.  What may be thought strange 
is I seldom bring my catch home.  It is the act of fishing, it is the effort of fishing, it is 
the methods and processes of fishing that quiets my soul.  I have spent hours catching 
few and other times very little time is spent before a hookup.  I have caught big fish 
and little fish.  But in the end it is not product, but the measured process that is the 
key. In my advanced age I go fishing less because my body just isn’t able to take the 
strain.  But the want-to is always there. Just a thought or two about the parallels of 
fishing and being a Christian from Luke 5:5:   Luke 5:5  Simon answered, "Master, 
we've worked hard all night and haven't caught anything.... (1) Perseverance!  

 They had fished all night without success. They were ready to give up. But Jesus 
encouraged them to make one more cast of the net. 

 Drawing in the net for souls is a lifelong process. My kids have always been a 
major part of my prayer life. I have had thousands of thoughts of how I could 
have raised them better. I live with regrets of times missed with my kids.  But 
they are still in my prayers and they will always be. 

 We have to “walk the walk” and “talk the talk” in a godly way before family and 
friends for a lifetime. In that space of years, some will come into the kingdom. 

Luke 5:5  "Master, we've worked hard all night and haven't caught anything. But 
because you say so, I will let down the nets." (2) Obedience to the Lord's 
Leading  

 “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men” (Matthew 4:19). 
 Jesus is a great "fish finder"! To borrow the old saying, there are "plenty of fish 

in the sea" — spiritually speaking. And Jesus knows where every lost soul is and 
whether they are ready to be "caught" in the Lord's harvest. 

 Gathering in the catch is far too difficult for me to do or to figure out. That’s why 
I need Jesus to make me an effective fisher of men. 

 To draw in the net, we need to pray, “Jesus, make me a fisher of souls. Tell 
me where to cast the net.” 

Luke 5:9  For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they 
had taken. (3) A Corporate Effort  

 “Body ministry” with each doing his specific task. There were at least seven of 
them fishing in the boat that night. 

 Some cast the net; some row the boat. All are needed! All contribute to “the 
catch.” 

 The Great Commission is a continuum of many people over many centuries. 
You’re on it somewhere. 



Luke 5:6  When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their 
nets began to break.  (4) Expect occasional large harvests.  

 Church growth is a strange thing. I have pastored in three churches. Each 
grew.  But in my experience it was always in spurts.  It was never slow steady 
week after week but most of the time violent rushes. On occasion, God will grant 
sudden, large harvests of souls. 

 As happened to Peter and his partners in the boat, sometimes God will put lots 
of fish in a short time into the soul winning nets cast by "fishers of men". 

 The apostle Paul found himself shipwrecked on an island populated by heathen 
people. No matter. The apostle boldly went and successfully ministered healing 
to the island chief’s father. This became a catalyst for a major healing revival on 
that island. 

 Expect these occasional “bumps” in normal growth. 

John 21:6  He said, "Throw your net on the right side [that is, the other side] of the 
boat and you will find some." When they did, they were unable to haul the net in 
because of the large number of fish. (5) Sometimes the catch is on the “other” 
side of the boat — that is, a change in methods or strategy.  

 Be open, be flexible, within bible guidelines, in casting your net for souls. Not 
often, but occasionally, you will find large catches of fish in the nets with just a 
few casts into new waters. 

So the net is drawn in, full of repentant souls, and the kingdom of God is populated, 
when:  

1. Christians persevere in casting the net. 
2. Christians seek to hear the specific voice and leading of the Lord. 
3. “Body ministry” is functioning — each doing his or her part. 
4. Faith is growing for large catches of souls. 
5. We are willing to be open and flexible to the Lord leading us in different ways 

from our past comfort zones. 

 


