
Resources to Share – Helping Veterans, and Helping Veterans to Help Afghans 

If Veterans you know are experiencing problems, here are some resources to share with them: 

• VA mental health services, including how family members can assist a Veteran in crisis - 
https://www.va.gov/health-care/health-needs-conditions/mental-health/ Search here 
for resources including Vet Centers; there is also a toll-free number: 877-WAR-VETS 

• Additional option for finding VA and local mental health services and resources: 
https://www.maketheconnection.net/resources/ 

• Veterans Crisis Line: Suicide Prevention Hotline at 1-800-273-8255 press 1 or text 
838255 

Here are some local DVVC member organizations that can help with counseling services: 

• Vet Center Northeast Philadelphia, 
https://www.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=591 

• Center City Philadelphia Vet Center - https://www.va.gov/find-
locations/facility/vc_0210V   

• Norristown Vet Center - https://www.va.gov/find-locations/facility/vc_0239V   

• Bucks County Vet Center - https://www.va.gov/find-locations/facility/vc_0238V   

• Council for Relationships - https://councilforrelationships.org/clinical-services/ or 
215.382.6680 x1 

• Steven A. Cohen Military Family Clinic – UPenn - https://www.med.upenn.edu/mfc/   

For other DVVC member organizations offering other services or community programs please 
check our directory at https://dvvc.org/directory/  

 

How to Help Afghans 

For those who would like to volunteer or serve Afghanis as they resettle in the US – including 
those coming to Philadelphia area or staying temporarily at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst – 
here are some names of organizations and ways that you may help. 

We have compiled a list of organizations that may still be working to get Afghans to the U.S. or 
are helping them resettle after arriving. One list was provided by Task and Purpose and one list 
was provided by the Inquirer. See also https://www.alliesrefuge.org.  

A few of our DVVC member organizations, including the West Point Society of Philadelphia and 
several of our universities, have already begun work with some of these agencies. 

Organizations Vetted by Task and Purpose (in late August) 

No One Left Behind (https://nooneleft.org/)  

The focus of this organization is two-fold: they seek to revamp the State Department’s 14-step 
process for Special Immigrant Visas (SIVs) and to also ease the transition for those who have 
been resettled in the U.S. They are accepting donations, and report that $0.76 of every dollar 
goes directly to the SIV families. They can be reached at info@nooneleft.org.   
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Keeping Our Promise (https://www.keepingourpromise.org/)  

This organization provides resettlement assistance to “endangered wartime allies who served 
U.S. interests in conflict and war zones.” They also have information on how Afghans based in 
the United States can file for what the government calls “Humanitarian Parole” for their family 
members still in Afghanistan. Individuals and groups can donate money or time, and their 
audited financials are available on their website. 

Evacuate Our Allies (https://www.evacuateourallies.org/home)  

EOA is a coalition of groups working together to evacuate and resettle Afghan allies who are in 
the Special Immigrant Visa process and other vulnerable Afghans. They report that one issue 
they are having is housing Afghan refugees that have made it to the United States, so if you 
would like to volunteer in any way to include housing families, you can fill out this form or send 
an email to list@evacuateourallies.org and somebody will contact you. 

International Refugee Assistance Project (https://refugeerights.org/)  

IRAP has been providing resources and assistance to refugees since 2008 and has ramped up 
efforts to help Afghans amid the current situation. They provide legal assistance to refugees to 
help them navigate through the process of relocating, whether it be via SIV or other means. 
Their website is filled with resources for SIV applicants, other refugees, and those wishing to 
help them and their families 

Representatives and U.S. Resources 

Rep. Andy Kim (D-N.J.) also has a form individuals can fill out to help the State Department 
connect with individuals on the ground in Afghanistan who require assistance..  

Additionally, this crowdsourced Google Doc provides far more resources and avenues for 
people to show their support in responding to a humanitarian crisis. It includes petitions and 
social media callouts for people to share their views on helping Afghan refugees, other ways 
people can help friends and family members in Afghanistan and provides ways for people to 
help refugees as they resettle in a foreign land. 

Opportunities as described in the Inquirer (published August 20) 

Volunteer  

The Philadelphia-based Nationalities Service Center (NSC) says “as a refugee resettlement 
agency, we stand ready to provide sanctuary to the men, women, and children fleeing the 
Taliban regime.” Here are things you can help them do: 

• Meet refugees at the airport and help them get to their new homes. 
• Help set up housing for new refugees, by helping clean a home or set it up as a safe and 

comfortable living space. If you’re a landlord and can help arrange suitable housing, 
contact NSC’s Eduardo Esquival at eesquival@nscphila.org.  

• Make or donate meals, especially Afghan food, so refugees have familiar and comforting 
food when they arrive.  
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HIAS Pennsylvania, which is also based in Philly, also suggests some options for folks who want 
to volunteer: 

• Help resettle refugees with temporary housing via HIAS Pennsylvania’s partnership with 
Airbnb’s Open Homes initiative, through which you can “use your extra space to provide 
a welcoming stay for refugees.” More information is available on the website. 

• Realtors and landlords who can provide affordable housing to refugees for six months to 
a year should contact the community engagement specialist at community@hiaspa.org.  

• For continuous updated information visit  https://hiaspa.org/afghanistanhaiti/.  

The nationally focused Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS) is also looking for 
volunteers to help with airport pickups, housing, and providing meals for refugees. Currently, 
that group is focused on the Washington metro area, and parts of Texas and Washington state, 
but you can sign up for its general standby list here. 

Donate  

• NSC (https://nscphila.org/) Transforming Welcoming Fund. NSC is also seeking welcome 
kits that include new and gently used toys, household goods, new toiletries. NSC’s 
Amazon wish list to stock a refugee’s new home. Contact aaltman@schphila.org 

• HIAS PA (https://hiaspa.org/). HIAS is also seeking bedding, kitchenware, Target registry 
donations, gift cards for groceries. Contact: community@hiaspa.org  

• LIRS’(https://www.lirs.org/) Neighbors in Need: Afghan Allies fund. Also seeking food, 
clothing, housing, basic needs. 

• Women for Afghan Women (https://womenforafghanwomen.org/). Taking donations 
for safe shelters, resource, and aid. 

Please see the entire article at https://www.inquirer.com/philly-tips/help-afghanistan-
refugees-volunteer-donate-20210820.html 

DVVC member organizations are urged to provide updates on resources and activities 
supporting Veterans or allied refugees via our Facebook page www.facebook.com/dvvcorg 

DVVC thanks you for anything you can do to support these efforts. Let us know how to help. 
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