
Special ! anks to the Los Alamos Little 
! eatre for sponsoring this issue of Art on 
the Hill.
As I got to Know the cast members of An 
Inspector Calls, I was inspired by how much 

they enjoy working together, and learning from each other. 
Opening night is November 4. It will be a great performance!

Mandy Marksteiner, Editor
www.mandymarksteiner.com

A Family of Killers
Eva Smith was a woman who had everything going for her. 

She had a job, a good life, and dreams for the future.
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Karen Wray has updated her inventory with new work 
by local artists. Her gallery has a large watercolor by Sec 
Sandoval, several abstract paintings by David Delano, and 
pastels by Janice Parker Muir. 

 !Karen Wray Fine Art Gallery. 2101 Trinity Drive, Ste B-2.
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On November 5th and 6th, Coro de 
Cámara, a chamber chorus made up of 
singers from Los Alamos and Santa Fe, 
will present their concert “Visions of 
New Life.”

The program will include the world premier of the Desert 
Faith Mass by guest conductor Karen Marrolli. Marrolli 
is director of Choral Ministries for the United Church of 
Santa Fe. 

She was also inspired by the Santa Fe landscape and 
by United Church of Santa Fe’s Senior Minister, Talitha 
Arnolds, who gave a sermon about what it means to have 
faith in a place without a lot of water—where things don’t 
grow like they’re supposed to. 

“Desert Faith Mass is not a straight Latin mass setting,” said 
Marrolli. “It mixes traditional mass texts with poems about 
the desert Southwest. !The desert is an allegory for the 
soul, for brokenness, and for searching for water. It’s about 
a spiritual healing process.”

 !www.corodecamara-nm.org

Pyramid Cafe
Authentic North African, Mediterranean 

and Greek Cuisine.

Dine in. Carry out. Catering.

Open seven days a week for 
lunch and dinner

505-661-1717
751 Central Avenue

photos by Minesh Bacrania

In the story “Ursonate—A Total Experience,” it said Kristen 
Loree created the 800 foot visualization of Ursonate, 
when it should have said Jack Ox. My apologies to the 
artists and author, the mistake was editorial.

Desert Faith Mass

John Gustafson, Inspector Goole
“He’s an avenging angel,” said Gustafson. 
“He’s there to hold a mirror up to people. 
There’s a great discussion amongst the 

cast about what his relationship with the dead woman was. 
How does he know what he knows?”

The infectious enthusiasm that director Iain May brought 
to the project was Gustafson’s main reason for getting 
involved. “[May] grew up in the UK, and it was part of the 
school curriculum. Working with him has been fun.”

Katrina Koehler, Shiela 
“When I was o" ered the part of Sheila, I 
tossed it back and fourth, whether or not 
the part was right for me. It’s the fi rst time 

I’ve ever played an ingénue character…It’s fun. I enjoy the 
emotional variety that Shiela has. She will be crying, then 
happy, then angry. She’s very intelligent and picks up on 
things really quickly. But she’s also highly emotional. She has 
a big mouth…and she sticks her foot in it. Her parents are 
always saying ‘Sheila, be quiet!’ because she’s always spilling 
secrets. I’ll put it more delicately, I think she’s honest.”

! e Cast

(continued on page 3)

! at was before she met the Birlings…
A year later, impoverished and in disgrace, Eva kills herself.
Meanwhile Birlings celebrate their daughter’s engagement 
and enjoying their lavish life as if nothing had happened.
! at is, until Inspector Goole knocks on their door to ask a 
few questions…

An Inspector Calls
Los Alamos Little ! eatre 

Showtimes are 7:30 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, 
2:00 p.m. Sunday matinee. 
Opening night is November 4th. 
November 4, 5, 11, 12, 13, 18 and 19th



UPCOMING 
EVENTS

Thursday, November 3
9:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.
Holiday Arts & Crafts Bazaar
Featuring over 20 crafters. 
3650 Arizona Ave, Los Alamos

Saturday November 5
2:00  p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
The Kakistocats Performance
The Los Alamos Co-op Market 
welcomes the Kakistocats, an 
alternative rock band. 

Tuesday, November 8 
7:30 p.m. in Fuller Lodge.
Lecture and Book Signing
Author Sharon Snyder will present a 
lecture and book signing to launch 
her new book, At Home on the Slopes 
of Mountains: ! e Story of Peggy Pond 
Church. The hardcover book will 
be available Nov. 8 for $30. Pre-
orders may be made by e-mailing 
publications@losalamoshistory.org 
or calling 505-662-2660.
During the month of November, 
the Historical Museum will exhibit a 
special display on Peggy’s life. 

October 31–November 29
GeoMosaics
Exhibit of large-scale landscape 
photography by Kirt Kempter
Mesa Public Library Art Gallery 

November 11 and 19th 7:30 p.m.
12, 13, 19 and 20th 2:00 p.m.
A Christmas Carol
Presented by
New Mexico Dance Theater
Duane Smith Auditorium
$12 Adults, $8 Students and Seniors, 
Under 4 free 

The seven multi-instrumentalist members of Pi" aro presented a concert 
in Los Alamos on October 16th.  The concert, “Ministriles in the New 
World,” showcased music performed and created in South America after 
the Spanish and Portuguese conquests.  There were a wide variety of 
pieces: sacred and secular, court and peasant, European and American.

Pi" aro, which takes its name from an Old Italian word for piper, perform 
on reproductions of period instruments, including the ancestors of today’s 
bassoon, trombone, bagpipes, recorder, guitar, and harp, and some pieces 
also included percussion and vocals.  They work seamlessly as a chamber 
group, arranging themselves in a variety of ways—from intimate duets to 
septets with the whole group—to suit the demands of a particular piece.  

On one piece, each member played a recorder, creating a chorus; this 
piece was performed in churches in the New World, which did not have 
costly, complicated pipe organs.  A large number of musicians would 
instead perform on a chorus of related instruments, simulating the musical 
e" ect created by an organ.  

There was a culture of exchange in the New World; for example, within 
three decades of conquest, native people were not only performing on 
European instruments but were also creating them.  Pi" aro played a set of 
religious pieces, which were recently found in a Bolivian monastery, part 
of a large collection of anonymously authored compositions, which are 
slowly being brought to light by the research of musicologists.

We have no way of knowing 
how listeners in Spanish and 
Portuguese America experienced 
this music when it was new.  But 
Pi" aro allowed us to experience 
the closest thing we have to a 
musical time machine.
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Pi" aro, ! e Renaissance Band
By Aimee Slaughter
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Farmers Insurance Group

 

In the past Koehler, a graduate from Houghton College, 
found herself playing characters that weren’t in her age 
range. The actors have never been tall enough to match her. 
She said, “Luckily, Todd’s tall too.”

Todd Graves, Gerald Croft
Gerald’s family is in the same line of 
business as the Birlings—except they’re 
wealthier. He’s engaged to Sheila and is 

hiding something. “It’s enjoyable to play someone who’s 
made mistakes and not ready to admit it,” said Graves. “The 
character is acting, and so are you.” 

Graves has been a member of Little Theatre since 2004. He 
said, “I had no acting experience when I fi rst auditioned. Its 
amazing to have an opportunity to be on stage and to work 
as a team to get a message across to the audience.”

Grady Hughes, Arthur Birling
“I’ve always been interested in theatre,” 
said Hughes, who acted in college, but 
then didn’t have time to pursue acting 

again until 1999. “I followed it and read it. Particularly 
Shakespeare.”

He regretted not trying out for A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 
“However, a couple of years later I attended a play, opened the 
program, and saw that Eric Björklund was directing Twelfth 
Night.” He tried out and got the part of Malvolio. “After that, 
I was completely addicted. It takes you completely out of 
yourself,” he said. 

“Historically, An Inspector Calls is a very good representation 
of a way of life where people who had things were very self-
satisfi ed. The play takes place just on the verge of World War 
I. Young people, all over the world, were killed essentially for 
nothing. There was a vast turning to depression and cynicism. 
Priestly knew how the war turned out and deliberately set it 
in the past.”

Patrick Webb, Eric
“Playing drunk onstage is not like being 
drunk in real life,” said Patrick Webb. “I 
have to physically convey the intoxication 

that the character feels while still thinking clearly and 
reacting to others. My character, Eric, is just carrying around 

a tremendous amount of guilt. He’s done bad things and 
can’t reveal any of it to his family because they will crush 
him.”

Patrick Webb moved from Fairbanks, AL, to Los Alamos last 
June, and immediately joined the Los Alamos Little Theatre. 
For Webb, the best thing about being in Los Alamos Little 
Theatre is how welcoming and inclusive everyone is. He said, 
“It’s a good way to meet people, make friends, and stay busy.” 

Sally Cassil, Sybil Birling 

“It’s fun to just be nasty,” said Sally Cassil. 
“Mrs. Birling is so sure she’s right about 
everything. She’s arrogant and not very 

sympathetic. You know the audience isn’t going to be on her 
side. She’s domineering, class conscious, and not at all aware 
of what her kids are like–She has no idea that her son is a 
drunk.” 

Cassil joined the Los Alamos Little Theatre in 1985, has been 
in three Shakespeare productions, three melodramas, and at 
least four light operas. 

Orli Schlachter, Edna

It’s All About You
10% off a manicure, pedicure,

haircut, or color treatment.

661-0200
942 Central Avenue

662-2192
935 Central Ave, Ste A 
Los Alamos, NM 87544

Se Habla Español

An Inspector Calls—! e Cast
(“An Inspector Calls”—! e Cast continued)

 !Tickets are available at CB Fox or at the door.


