
Where do ideas come from? 
It’s a question that I as myself every day. I was 
happy to talk to Peggy Pendergast about how 
she can take a mistake, or even a bad idea, 
and come up with an idea that works better 
than she could have imagined…. 
…And Richard Hannemann, who has been 
working for five years to bring his business 

idea of having a music store in Los Alamos, into fruition. 
There are a lot of arts events in Los Alamos this month. More 
than I can list in this newsletter. Enjoy!

Mandy Marksteiner, Editor
www.mandymarksteiner.com

Art
on

the Hill
september 2012,  Issue 16

Art on the Hill www.artonthehill-losalamos.com

Continuing the Tradition of Home-Based 
Music Stores in Los Alamos
This September, Hannemann Music celebrates its 5th anniversary. 
Owner Richard Hannemann is a professional 
musician who plays the guitar, mandolin and clarinet. 
He graduated from Los Alamos High School in 1969 
and gained his core musical knowledge through the 
Los Alamos Public School music program. “I have a 
great deal of respect for the music program. One of 
the biggest reasons to have a music store in town is 
to support that program.”

When Hannemann was a student at Aspen 
Elementary, his parents bought him a clarinet from 
Scott’s Music, which was operated out of Mr. Scott’s 
home on Sycamore Street. It may have been a 
prophetic purchase.

“Los Alamos has had a music store without 
interruption for over 60 years, but those stores have always been 
home businesses,” explained Hannemann. The original music 
store was Scott’s Music, which opened in the late 1940’s as a 
home business. When Mr. Scott retired in the mid 60’s, Tex Felts 
purchased the inventory and house, continuing the home-based 
tradition as LA Music. In 2007, Mr. Felts retired, and Mr. Hannemann 
picked up the business and continues the tradition.

“Since a music store is specialty retail, a home-based business 
works quite well. Most people know what they need. They can 
simply call and I deliver it,” said Hannemann. 

His customers have avoided embarrassing musical emergencies 
by calling him. “Once, a 9th grade bassoon player called me at 
1:00, and said she needed a bassoon reed. Rehearsal was at 1:30. 
Seven minutes later she had the reed in her hand.” 

Of course, operating his music store from his home made it 
possible to survive the challenges of opening a business during 

September 7, 5:30 p.m.–7:00 p.m. 
SCREENING OF THE FILM, 
THE BIGGEST STORY PROBLEM
The film is an independent documentary 
examining the sudden drop in math 
scores and competency seen as 
students in the U.S. transition from 
primary to secondary schools. 

September 15, 11:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. 
VIRTUAL CHOIR PRESENTATION
Following the presentation, attendees 
will be invited to try out an interactive 
music activity utilizing current music 
and audio software created by Dr. Ted 
Vives, composer and musical director 
of the Los Alamos Community Winds. 
Participants will be able to record a 
sound/voice sample and then use that 
sample as the basis for other activities. 

September 15, 1:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m.
ART AND SCIENCE AT THE 
BRADBURY
This afternoon program of art and 
science for The Next Big Idea Festival 
includes a slide presentation by Bill 
Gilbert about his work, as well as a 
panel discussion around various ways 
to experience data or information; the 
shared territories of interest between 
artists and scientist (same inputs but 
wanting different outcomes); and 
the influence of the observer on the 
observed.

UPCOMING EVENTS 
AT THE 

BRADBURY SCIENCE 
MUSEUM

Karen Wray Fine Art Gallery will move to a new 
location. The new space, across from Ottowi 
Station Bookstore and next to the Community 
Bank building, will be smaller than her current 
location but more accessible to pedestrians. 

a harsh economy. More importantly, 
it gives his customers a greater 
flexibility of access to their musical 
needs. 

As he celebrates his 5th year, 
Hannemann looks forward to 
continued growth and expansion 
as a full-line music store offering 
instruments, supplies, accessories, 
print music—for band, orchestra, 
guitar, and folk musicians—as well 
as, piano tuning and instrument 
repair services. His dream is to grow 
the store and add a recording studio 
and instruction studio. He said, “I 
would like to make it more than just 
a retail outlet. I want to broaden the 
possibilities for music in Los Alamos.”



Believe it or not, Peggy Pendergast made a mistake. 

She was making figures out of polymer acrylic 
clay and baking them in her toaster oven. “Suddenly 
I was like, ‘what’s that smell?’ It was on fire! And I had 
just bought that toaster because I burned the last one 
too.”

She pulled the bubbly charred result from the toaster, 
and fell in love. She decided to make the figure again, 

and bake it (very carefully) and put the two pieces together and call it, You 
Always Get Another Chance.  

“I’m in a frame of mind where nothing bothers me,” she said. Her attitude 
makes it easy for her to turn 
“mistakes” into fresh ideas. She 
finds a way to move on to the next 
idea without getting hung up on 
what went wrong.

“I’ve always played artistically–
in my home, yard clothes and 
personality. I come from a very 
imaginative and talented family. I 
was brought up with the mantra: 
You can do anything that you 
imagine.”

She earned he degree in art 
history and architecture from the University of Belgium, in Louvain, Belgium. 
She later attended the National Royal Academy of Fine Arts.

Now that she is retired, she is enjoying her creative freedom. “I’m pushing 
myself to take chances, because in art, you can’t be wrong.”

She certainly is getting something right: Her creative output is spilling into 
her kitchen and yard. 

In the kitchen, she’s cooking up a baking business. “I want people to phone 
in and ask me to make them a Dutch apple cake. But I don’t want to take on 
so much that it ceases to be fun.”

In the yard, she has transformed what used to be a square patch of dirt into 
a garden that reflects her personality and sense of humor. She said, “It’s my 
refuge. It’s a hobby in the best sense of what a hobby should be. It’s rewarding, 
all consuming and gives back in the sense of peace and satisfaction.”
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In Art, You Can Never Be Wrong
(Even if your House is on Fire)

Los Alamos Little Theatre Presents  
Dead Man’s Cell Phone

Dead Man’s Cell Phone opens with 
Jean (Kate Ramsey), sitting at a café 
eating some soup. Gordon’s phone 
will not stop ringing!
She reluctantly asks him several times to turn off his phone. 
When he doesn’t answer and his phone keeps ringing, she 

realizes that Gordon is dead! Dead Man’s 
Cell Phone is full of these types of odd 
situations. Once Jean realizes Gordon is 
dead, she finds herself in an instant sort 
of love with him. She imagines a man she 
knows nothing about, is able to create a 
personality for him, imagines what he is 
like, and carries his legacy on to others – 
in this case through his cell phone. 

Jean answers all of his calls, which leads 
her to Gordon’s mother, Mrs. Gottelieb 
(Claire Davis), a self-absorbed, larger than 
life personality who cares deeply about 

Gordon. Her son, Dwight (Eric Bjorklund) finds himself interested in Jean, and to show his affection, 
offers her some caramel popcorn for dinner. Hermia (Patricia Beck) is a dancer—rambunctious, frank, 
and hysterical. Jean also meets Gordon’s mistress. Known as the “other woman” (Jeanne Adkins), she 
thinks highly of her looks. She shows Jean how to put on lipstick, and how putting on lipstick can 
actually be a pleasurable hobby.

Along with quirky characters, Dead Man’s Cell Phone explores some thought-provoking issues. 
Gordon’s cell phone is essentially what keeps Gordon alive. Jean considers the role of cell phones in 
society: are they meant to bring people closer together, or are they really keeping them apart? Jean 
explores Gordon’s life and she finds her own happiness along the way. This play is suitable for high 
school students and older.

 \Showtimes: 7:30 p.m. Fridays, Saturdays, September 14–29, 2:00 p.m. Sunday Matinee, September 
23. Tickets available at C.B. Fox or at the door. $12 General Admission. $10 Students & Seniors

Scenes from Los Alamos Little Theatre production of 
Dead Man’s Cell Phone

GET AMAZING RESULTS
 FOR YOUR  BODY! 

Private Pilates instruction is now available at Blue Sky Pilates. 

Call Mary Lutes to set up an appointment.

Mention this ad and receive 10% off your first private session.

2101 Trinity Drive, Suite G
Los Alamos, NM  87544
505-412-5762
info@blueskypilates.com

Follow the QR code for more 
information or visit 
www.blueskypilates.com
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