
When I arrived at Lawrence University 
Conservatory of Music in 1999, I was asked 
to listen to a melody and write it down during 
my music theory placement test. I couldn’t 
do it—and was placed in the lowest music 
theory class! 
Other students completely aced that test 
because they learned fundamental music 

skills at a very young age (when learning these skills is effortless). 
In this issue you can read about Bonnie Olsen, who will teach 
four year olds the skills that I struggled to learn during my 
freshman year in college. This is an amazing opportunity.

Mandy Marksteiner, Editor
www.mandymarksteiner.com

Art
on

the Hill
August 2012,  Issue 15

Mother nature doesn’t make wood that looks like that—
it needs to be engineered. 

Soran is a nuclear engineer who became interested 
in woodworking when he needed a hobby to help 
him unwind from his stressful job. After retirement 
he became an accredited Master Woodworker by 
completing a two-year woodworking course at the 
Northwestern Woodworking Studio in Portland, 
Oregon. 

Instructor Gary Rogowski (a contributor to Fine 
Woodworking magazine) asked Soran to create 
something beautiful out of the scrap pile. He responded 
by making his first wooden vessel. 

HE BEGINS WITH A SIMPLE DRAWING
He decides what shape the wooden vessel will be, often using an existing 
vase as his model. He then creates a pattern by layering different types of 
wood, like cherry, bird’s-eye maple, and mesquite. 

He draws rectangles over his drawing to represent the layers, like 
pineapple slices. 

A 13” vase has 31 rings. Each ring is divided into 12 trapezoidal segments. 
Using geometry and a program called “Segment Planner,” Soran 
calculates the measurements of each ring.

CUTTING THE WOOD TO PRECISE MEASUREMENTS
Soran uses a band saw to give a rough piece of board four parallel sides. 

He then cuts the angles of the trapezoids. His plans tell him the length 
of the outside and inside of each trapezoid. The wedges need to fit 

Master Woodworker Pat Soran Explains 
How to Make a Segmented Woodturning
Pat Soran’s segmented woodturnings are a fascinating combination 
of smooth natural lines and intricate geometrical patterns.  
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left: Ricki Vase, right: Pat Soran with piece of wood
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together to make 180° half-rings, which 
he assembles using tight bond glue. He 
adjusts things if the two halves don’t join 
perfectly. 

He stacks the rings, layer by layer, and 
cuts the inside of the vessel using a lathe. 
Once the vessel is completely built he 
shapes the outside. He then thoroughly 
sands it and applies a sealer or an oil 
finish. 

 \Pat Soran’s Segmented Woodturnings 
are available at the Karen Wray Fine Art 
Gallery.  2101 Trinity Drive, Suite B-2 
(south of Ashley Pond).

The Borromeo String Quartet will perform 
on May 4.  This ground-breaking quartet 
uses cutting edge technology to draw 
composer, performer, and audience 
closer together.  The musicians begin by 
scanning scores in the composer’s own 
hand, displaying the scores on laptop 
computers mounted on music stands.  
They share this intimate connection to 
the composer with the audience via large-
screen projection of the score.

 \ Individual concert tickets and sets of 
five interchangeable tickets (good for the 
season, or bring friends to your choice of 
concerts) are available through the LACA 
website (losalamosconcert.org), as are 
tickets for the dinner with the Calefax 
Reed Quintet.  Free youth tickets are also 
available, for young people ages 6 to 18 
when accompanied by an adult.

JUST ARRIVED
LIMITED SUPPLY OF 
PAT SORAN’S WOODEN VESSELS

AVAILABLE  AT THE  
KAREN WRAY FINE ART GALLERY

PAT SORAN IS A MASTER 
WOODWORKER WHO CREATES

 ■ SEGMENTED WOOD TURNINGS

 ■ HANDCRAFTED WOOD FURNITURE

 ■ SCULPTED JEWELRY BOXES

FOR CUSTOM ORDERS CALL 412-1490

Beginning August 17th to September 29th, Leslie 
Bucklin will have four pieces featured in the “Tri, Tri 
and Tri Again” exhibit at Fuller Lodge Art Center. 
They include “Gift 2 Grow,” a canvas print of the National Cherry Trees in Washington D.C., “Aim 
High,” a framed print of the National Air Force Memorial in Washington D.C., “One More Step,” an 
abstract patterned piece on stand-out mount of a pyramid at the Smithsonian National Modern 
Sculpture Garden, and “Hope for Spring,” a framed print of snowcapped peaks.
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Music runs in the blood for Bonnie Olson. Her grandmother sang on the 
radio and her mother plays the guitar, piano and sings. Her seven siblings all 
play musical instruments. “Growing up we were always singing at church, at 
nursing homes and in the community.”

In high school she was in All-State Choir and minored in music at Brigham 
Young University in Idaho, where she sang in elite choirs. She was recently 
asked to direct the choir at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints in 
Los Alamos. 

Bonnie was first introduced to the Let’s Play Music Program when she was 
looking for a piano teacher for her children. A friend invited her to a sample 
class and she thought, “I want this for my kids so bad!”

The three-year program teaches kids to master fundamental, but profound, 
musical skills. Children can easily transfer that knowledge to any musical 
instrument. 

Through play, children quickly become aware of intervals, melody and harmony and get 
introduced to the piano. They will gain a strong sense of tonal center, visually learn to 
recognize musical patterns, and can eventually play them in any key. 

Bonnie completed her first Let’s Play Music Training Session last spring. She had to audition 
and send a video of herself teaching a group of children. “A lot of research went into the 
curriculum. Everything is very well laid out. It’s easy to pick up a lesson plan and go with it.”

 \Let’s Play Music classes start the end of August: Tuesdays at 4 p.m. and Wednesdays at 1 
p.m. There are 15 lessons each semester. Registration deadline is August 7 at noon, but she 
will take late applicants (for a fee) if spots are available. Contact Bonnie Olsen at (505)470-
2808 to register.

Bonnie Olson’s “Let’s Play Music” classes will 
teach kids to read, write and think music.

David Trujillo’s scrap metal figures (like snakes, armadillos, fish, Kokopelli, and Saint 
James slaying a dragon) are some of the most popular pieces at the Karen Wray Fine Art 
Gallery. The reason that his artwork sells so well is that it is whimsical and funny.

His sense of humor comes from noticing 
the funny unplanned things that happen 
in life. For example, he said, “When we 
got married, they took our picture and 
there was a sign in the church right above 

our head that said, ‘Forgive them, Father, they know not what they do.’ 
Everyone remembered that, because it was funny.”

He believes strongly in serendipity.  That belief influences how he 
experiences the world. 

“My family went on a trip to Maccu Piccu and the tour guide asked us 
what we wanted to do. I said that I was a believer in serendipity, and that 
whatever happens will be the most fun. When I said that the other people 
on the tour said they were believers in serendipity, too,” he said. “As it 
turned out, we were supposed to go up and over the mountain into the 
canyon, but the road was blocked and we had to go all the way around 
the mountain on a dirt road. We saw all this stuff that other tourists didn’t 
get to see.”

His belief in serendipity also allows him to let go when he’s creating.

“My mentor, Richard Swenson, deliberately plans out his pieces,” he said. 
“But I just start from the ground up without really knowing what I’m going 
to come up with. The first time I did that the piece ended up being a bird. 
[Swenson] couldn’t believe it. But it just happened.”

David Trujillo’s Secret to 
Creating Humorous Artwork

Some of Trujillo’s creative energy has gone into building a 
medieval tower, inspired by the towers of Julius (some believe 
the basis of the name Trujillo).

Los Alamos Concert Association
Announces their 2012–2013 Season
LACA is pleased to announce the five concerts that will 
comprise its 66th season:

“True musical literacy—the ability to read, write and 
think music—is the right of every human being.” 
  —Kodaly.

On September 23, violinist Rachel Barton Pines will play 
the legendary “Guarnri del Geso x-Soldat.”  In addition to 
her concert, Pines will hold a Master Class in Los Alamos.

On November 3, LACA will present David Finckel on cello, 
Wu Han on piano, and Philip Setzer on violin.  Finckel and 
Han collaborate as co-artistic directors of the Chamber 
Music Society of Lincoln Center. Finckel and Seltzer share 
nine Grammy Awards.

On January 12, Las Cruces native Jeremy Denk will be 
featured. The Washington Post states “Denk’s piano 
playing mingles urbanity with unabashed beauty.  The 
combination, coupled with an engaging intelligence, has 
brought him into the limelight.”

On April 7, the Calefax Reed Quintet will perform. The 
quintet (oboe, clarinet, saxophone, bass clarinet, and 
bassoon) arranges early music, classics, and jazz to suit 
their fresh new sound.  

(continued on back page)
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