
Since starting Art on the Hill I have received 
a lot of positive feedback from my readers. 
Thank you for the support!
I’ve decided to publish this online at www.
artonthehill-losalamos.com and distribute 
it with my e-newsletter. If you would like 

to receive a copy of upcoming issues, send me an email at 
email@mandymarksteiner.com and join my email list. 

Mandy Marksteiner, Editor
www.mandymarksteiner.com
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“I decided to add an art studio to my house 
and the idea popped into my head that it 
would be fun to have a stained glass window,” 
said local artist Lori Haimdahl Gibson. “I’ve 
seen Fran Stoval’s work at art shows and in 
galleries and so I decided to hire her.

She was great! She brought me into her 
studio, showed me her past work and 
worked with me to form a plan. I wanted a 
piece of Minnesota in my studio – a pond 
scene with dragonflies and lily pads. She’s 
was really good at working toward what 
I wanted, instead of what she wanted. She 
made a sketch of the idea, and we made 
adjustments along the way. 

She gave me what I wanted and helped me 
realize what I wanted. The whole studio is 
beautiful and it is a great place to be. I would 
definitely use her again if I had the need.”

Fran Stoval knows that the key to having a successful 
art business is to listen to her customers and give them 
exactly what they want.

When she does a commissioned stained glass project, 
she starts by hearing the client’s ideas and uses her skills 
in illustration and design to bring that idea to life. 

Recently Pat Randall, owner of Chairworks, 
commissioned a stained glass window for her home. 
“We wanted something that would be a combination of 
me and my husband,” said Randall. “I love stars and my 
husband is a seismologist. She came up with this design 
that is so off the charts with deep cobalt blue for the 
stars and it depicts a seismic event. I love cobalt blue, 

Fran Stoval Brings Her  Clients’ Ideas 
to Life in Stained Glass
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above: Fran Stoval in her studio; bottom: Commissioned Stained Glass Panel

Art Opportunities
at Dixie Girl
Dixie Girl owner Denise Lane wants 
her new restaurant to feed Los Alamos 
artistically and musically. 

On Sunday mornings they will host a jazz 
brunch with champagne. 

The hallway that connects Dixie Girl with 
Ruby K’s and the new Dixie Girl Market 
will display local fine art. 

Best of all, they will be until midnight. 

June 8th and 9th

Open House: Everyone can get a taste 
at ChamberFest Weekend. The stage 
for the Gordon’s Concert series will be 
set up across the street from Dixie Girl. 
Greg Hoch, the Dixie Girl Chef, will have 
a spread of free appetizers.

 \For daily updates on the progress of 
Dixie Girl,  
visit  www.dixiegirlmarket.blogspot.com

and she didn’t give up until she found the exact shade of blue in glass. I would recommend 
her to anyone. She’s quirky and fun, and God, is she good.”

Stoval also makes sure her pieces solve practical problems. She’ll make sure the colors 
that she uses fit the overall scheme of the house. She can make stained glass panels to fit 
windows, sliding glass doors, and cupboards. 

“Fran made four custom pieces for my office and we get comments on them literally every 
day,” said Art Montoya, DDS.

 \Visit Fran Stoval’s new website at www.franstoval.com.

(continued on back page)
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Peacock, by Fran Stoval



Art on the Hill www.artonthehill-losalamos.comJune 2012,  Issue 13

Starting June 1, everyone who visits Frijoles Canyon at Bandelier must take 
a shuttle bus from White Rock. Every Sunday this summer the out outdoor 
space across from The Hive (at 134 State Route 4) will be transformed into 
market where Bandelier visitors can browse through up to forty booths 
and tables of local art and crafts. 

The White Rock Arts and Artisans Market, organized by the Los Alamos 
Creative District, will kick off on Sunday June 10th and will continue 
through October 21st. 

Approximately 350 carloads of people visit Bandelier every day.  

Artists can register for this vending opportunity to by visiting http://bit.ly/
WRArtistsMarket or by calling Melanie Pena at 505-661-4807 or emailing 
Melanie@losalamos.org. 

• The price to just drop in and sell is $40. 

• The price to pay in advance is $30, which saves sellers $10. 

• The best deal is to prepay for every Sunday in the month and pay $25 
for each Sunday.

Get away from your television, email and other distractions and rejuvenate 
your creativity in a rustic casita that resides deep within the heart of the 
Chama Wilderness. 

Gallina Canyon Ranch has two private cabins. The Casita comes with an 
amazing perk for stargazers; an outdoor covered sleeping deck with a 
Celestron 21061 AstroMaster 70 AZ Refractor Telescope, with Starfinder 
scope and two eye pieces (45X and 90X).

Visit  www.gallinacanyonranch.com or email horseys@hughes.net

Sell your work at the White 
Rock Art and Artisans Market

Gallina Canyon Ranch is the 
Perfect Creative Retreat

Bernadette Naranjo 
Farmers Insurance Group

 662-2192
935 Central Ave, Ste A 
Los Alamos, NM 87544

Se Habla Español

“I like jazz,” said TK Thompson, a photographer 
who currently has work at Karen Wray Fine Art 
Gallery, Fuller Lodge Art Center. He also takes 
pictures for LA Daily Post. “Jazz musicians 
are free spirits. They’re letting it all hang out. 
They take risks. I’ve played music all my life. 
I know what it feels like to be in the groove. 
It’s magical. When you’re expressing emotions 
with your music, you can feel it in your gut. 
That’s why I do art and music.”

Thompson admits that it’s hard to “let it flow,” 
because, as responsible adults, we’re trained 
to suppress all the emotions that make art 
worthwhile. He has several ways of getting 
around his own inhibitions. “Before I get started 
I clear myself emotionally by bending over and 
reach the top of my head and let all the crap 
dump out of my head that’s in my conscious 
mind,” he said. “That will allow me to tap into 
my subconscious creativity.”

Like jazz musicians who can “let it all hang out,” 
Thompson strives to create photos with an 
emotional drive. One of the ways that he does 
that is to record his emotional hook at the time 
that he takes the exposure. He said, “I like to 
take a voice recorder and record my voice and 
how I was feeling when I took the picture. It 
makes it easier to capture my emotional state 
when I print. I can interpret my feelings.” 

If he doesn’t have an emotional hook, he can 
recreate one by playing music in the dark room 
or, as the case has been since he switched to 
digital photography, when he edits his images 
on the computer. 

When he bought his Nikon digital camera he 
was amazed by how stable the images are, 
even when they’re blown up. He blew up a photo of Abiquiu Lake 3’ x 5’ 
just to find out how far you can push digital print imagery with extreme 
enlargements. Pretty far, apparently: he spread the enlarged photo on the 
roof of my car he pointed out the individual trees on Pedernal, 7.7 miles 
from where he took the photo (he measured the distance on Google 
Earth). He radiated joy from this simple discovery.

“I’m doing what I want to do instead of what I have to do,” said Thompson, 
who has always been interested in photography. 

Thompson is half colorblind, and been known to wear two different 
colored socks. He overcomes this using an X-Rite Colorchecker Passport, 

which corrects images on 
the computer in terms of 
color. “It has enabled me 
to print in color without 
having to rely on my own 
color values.”

He is thrilled to be able 
to seek out scenes that 
inspire him in a positive 
way and capture them 
with his camera. Recent 
subjects that he found 
especially exciting 
were children enjoying 

a performance of Peter and the Wolf, 
young women slamming into each other 
at a roller derby scrimmage, and Jan 
MacDonald’s jazz combo. The jazz photos 
will be part of a photographic show in the 
Portal Gallery at Fuller Lodge Art Center 
next June called “Faces of Jazz.”

“TK’s work is very professional and 
celebrates our spectacular local 
environment, something that is central to 
the mission of my gallery,” said Karen Wray.

TK Thompson is in an Artistic Groove

I know what it feels like 
to be in the groove. It’s 
magical. When you’re 
expressing emotions with 
your music, you can feel it 
in your gut. That’s why I do 
art and music.”

Little Free Library
This is the first “Little Free Library” in 
Los Alamos. It was created by local 
artist, Gordon McDonough and is 
located along the walking path at 
1063 Pinon Loop.
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