
“It’s really good for adults to learn something 
new,” said Stephanie Hagelberg, who has 
a home-based knitting supplies store. “We 
forget what it feels like to be clumsy at 
something.”
I couldn’t agree more. In fact, trying 
something new can boost your creativity. 
Mindy Tyson-McHorse, a writer from 

Albuquerque, put it this way, “As we age, we tend to lose our 
ability to create new neural pathways. Fortunately, we can 
reverse this process through a little e!ort.”
"is spring, kickstart your creativity by learning a completely 
new skill.  You’ll de#nitely experience that newbie clumsiness; 
but the rewards will be worth it!
Mandy Marksteiner, Editor
www.mandymarksteiner.com
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When I first visited Marc Hudson’s garage 
studio he immediately plopped a six-pound 
lump of clay onto his wheel and leaned into 
the amorphous blob with his whole body until 
it took shape. First it became a tall cylinder, 
and as he coaxed the walls to expand, it 
became what he called a “rumptious round.”

As Hudson described it, “The clay doesn’t 
have any opinions about its final destiny. It’s 
the byproduct of erosion and it doesn’t mind 
that. When people see clay (or a blank sheet 
of paper or an empty canvas) they need to 
create something, to use it to solidify their 
imagination.”

Hudson is one of six new artists that 
Karen Wray, owner of Karen Wray Fine Art 
Gallery, will present this spring. The other 
artists include Kimber Wallwork-Heineman 
(Digital Art), Eric Ringquist (Metal Art), TK Thompson 
(Photography), Dominique Samyn-Werbrouck (Oil 
Paintings), and Kathy Veenstra (Oil Paintings).

Like the other upcoming artists at Karen Wray Fine Art 
Gallery, Hudson has already established his career. In 
2000, he was the Artist in Residence at Fuller Lodge Art 
Center, and he participated in the Española Art Festival 
and served as its president for three years. 

His work looked to me like a form of meditation. It turns 
out that when he began working with clay, that’s exactly 
what it was.  He had just been drafted to the Vietnam war. 
He said, “I needed a relaxing center in clay as an alternative 
to being in the military.”

Since then, working with clay has been a long creative 
journey where Marc has developed his sense of style by 
devising experiments that allow him to get the results 
that he wants. 

For example, he wasn’t getting the results that he wanted 
using commercial glazes. The list of people available to 
teach him how glaze materials work was pretty short and 
he wasn’t getting the answers he needed. 

He bought tools—a scale for measuring ingredients, bags 
of chemicals, books with recipes and chemical analyses of 
ingredients, and software that describes how ingredients 
interacted with one another—and experimented. 

Karen Wray Fine Art Gallery Will Soon 
Represent Ceramic Artist Marc Hudson  
By Mandy Marksteiner
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He wasn’t being a perfectionist; he just wanted glazing to 
be an adventure. He said, “My usual approach to clay is to 
exercise considerable control while it is on the wheel or 
in the extruder, so it is refreshing to let my guard down 
and let the glaze act and react serendipitously.”

“Wood ash particularly appeals to me as a primary 
ingredient in glazes because it is a bit of a ‘wild card,’ 
its e!ect somewhat unpredictable,” Hudson said. “Ash 
likes to flow at high temperatures, yet its surface tension 
tries to make the glaze bead up–like a struggle between 
control and abandonment.”

He devised a system of organization that allows him to 
easily look up the recipe for any glaze. Over a thousand 
glazes on test tiles are coiled on the ceiling of his studio. 
The tiles are all numbered and grouped by thirty on each 
string.

“While I enjoyed mixing and testing glazes a great deal, 
my wife told me that I needed to just get on with making 
pots!” said Hudson. “But learning about clay and glazes is 
a journey.”

One of his favorite glazes was made possible by his 
experiments. He wanted to reproduce a glaze that was 
featured in Ceramics Monthly, but he didn’t have the 
right equipment. Through experimentation he was able 
replicate the final product.

Marc Hudson’s artwork is now available at Karen Wray Fine 
Art Gallery, located across from Ashley Pond at 2101 Trinity 
Drive, Suite B-2. 

 !Visit www.karenwrayfineart.com or call 660-6382.

way to learn manual dexterity 
with both hands is through 
hobbies like knitting and 
doing arts and crafts. That’s 
why it’s such a shame when 
schools cut art and music. You 
can teach math and science 
with art and music.”

She added, “It’s really good for 
adults to learn something new. 

We forget what it feels like to be clumsy at something. 
Doing that once in awhile makes it easier to empathize 
with people who are struggling with something.”

Home-based knitting business
She has no set hours, because she works full time at 
LANL, so you have to make an appointment. Like many 
other home-based business owners in Los Alamos, she 
doesn’t aspire to having a storefront. She explains, “You 
need a fairly large metropolitan area to support a yarn 
shop. Even Santa Fe isn’t large enough. Another yarn shop 
in Santa Fe just went out of business.”

Even though you can buy a lot of knitting supplies online, 
certain things are important to see and feel before you 
buy. 

Knitting needles in all sizes
You never have to search o! the hill for knitting essentials. 
Stephanie always keeps a full range of knitting needles, in 
all sizes, in her home. She knows that it’s important to be 
able to get these supplies easily and locally. 

Brown Sheep Wool
“I’m addicted to color,” she said. “I love having a wall of 
color in my living room.”

The brand of yarn that she carries is Brown Sheep Wool. 
The wool has been processed and spun in the U.S. The 
sheep were raised in Colorado.

 !Call 662-7335 for an appointment.

Stephanie Hagelberg
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“Making something with your hands is one of the most satisfying things in 
life,” said Stephanie Hagelberg, who has been selling knitting supplies out 
of her Los Alamos home for 15 years. 

In addition to selling supplies, she teaches beginners how to knit for free. 
She has a system for making sure that your first experience is successful, 
and you don’t give up. She said, “If you come to me and say, ‘I want to 
knit,’ I’ll say, ‘OK. You’re going to knit a wool hat in the round’.”

The reason for starting beginners o! on the wool hat project is that it 
increases their chances of knitting well. Wool is forgiving, you don’t have 
to pearl, and the bamboo needles are perfect for beginners. She added, 
“I’ll also ask you, ‘Who are you knitting the hat for?’”

She loves teaching, and by teaching beginners to knit, and leading two 
knitting groups out of her house and one at the lab, she can get her 
“teaching fix.”

“When you teach someone something, you learn something unexpected,” 
she said. “When I teach knitting I try not to touch the person. So it’s a 
challenge to verbally explain the spatial movements in a way that gets 
into their brain. How important prepositions like over, under and away 
become.”

Why learn knitting?
“Knitting is an excellent equalizer,” said Stephanie. “If you’re too tense, 
knitting will relax you. If you don’t pay attention to detail, knitting will 
teach you how to do that.”

Stephanie is a chemical technician, and to be a chemical technician, one 
needs to have a high level of manual dexterity in both hands. “The only 
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The demons confronting Cowboy 
Poet Wyatt Rugosa won’t go away.  
His muse, Grace Hundertmark, 
a woman with whom his annual 
dance has inspired his poetry for 
the last 20 years, is widowed and 
now available. But Wyatt finds 
that talking to Grace isn’t as easy 
as dancing with her, and this 
new opportunity has caused his 
poetry to dry up, and the demons 
mock him relentlessly. "Grace has 
devoted herself to the cause of 
adult literacy, to such an extent 
that she’s given most of her worldly possessions in support of her 
foundation, and now risks losing her house. "Her sister-in-law Aileen, who 
lives next door, covets Grace’s house; she also has the hots for Wyatt 
and pushes herself at him aggressively, while Wyatt attempts clumsily to 

demonstrate his love for Grace. Amidst these 
dynamics, Grace has mortgaged her house 
to support her foundation and a fund-raiser is 
her only hope to keep her home and to keep 
her foundation afloat. She’s supported by her 
assistants Lindsay, a budding young poet in awe 

of Wyatt, and Diana, a feisty woman with a 
past who is building her vocabulary scene 
by scene. Grace’s maid and confidante, 
Lupe, tries to provide stability to Grace in 
her time of conflict. When the cash from 
the fund-raiser goes missing, deep truths 
emerge—as well as a gun. Who gets the 
cash? Who gets the house? And does the 
Cowboy Poet regain his muse?
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As the season warms up and life 
starts bursting forth, Fuller Lodge Art 
Center challenges you to explore 
your vulnerabilities. They will host 
an exhibit called Naked from May 
18–June 23. Strip away the mask, 
expose the hidden, and pare off the 
extra frills. Uncover hidden beauty 
and help us come face to face with 
the world around us. All media 
welcome. 

 !www.fullerlodgeartcenter.com

(continued on back page)

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

Friday, April 27 at 7:00 p.m.
Los Alamos Symphony Orchestra 
Spring Concert
Crossroads Bible Church
The program will include 
Kalinnikov’s “Symphony #1” 
and Antonín Leopold Dvo#ák’s 
“Polonaise.”

Saturday, May 5 at 7:00 p.m.
Cinco de Mayo concert
Los Alamos Community Winds
at the Crossroads Bible Church
Visit www.lacw.org
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This summer PAC 8 is o!ering video classes for students 
in grades 2- 6 and for middle school students. The classes 
are lots of fun - students make music videos, news shows, 
documentaries, commercials and comedies. 

There are four levels to choose from:

!"#$%%$%#&'()**"*
Basic camera techniques, audio, editing with I Movie, 
interviewing, studio production.

+%,"-."/$),"&'()**"*
Digital cameras, editing with Final Cut Pro, blue screen, 
special e!ects.

0/1)%2"/&'()**"*
Advanced editing with Final Cut Pro, advanced camera 
techniques, Garage Band Music Production. 

345"-,&'()**"*
Special e!ects with Motion & Live Type, creating DVDs 
with DVD Studio Pro, Sound Track Music Production.

 !Please call 662-7228 or see the full schedule of classes 
at pac8.org
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