
I recently took a lesson with the great jazz 
trumpeter, Bobby Shew, because I wanted to 
become more creative with music.
Bobby told me to stop wasting time on my 
elaborate warm-up routine that I’ve been 
religiously following and instead practice 
“things I have yet to learn.” Since then, 
I’ve had a great time learning songs by ear, 

memorizing chord progressions, and actually expressing myself 
with the instrument.
According to Bobby, talent is simply a lack of barriers. !e best 
way to unleash it is to solve problems. If you have any stories 
about breaking through talent barriers, I’d love to hear them! 
email@mandymarksteiner.com
Sincerely,
Mandy Marksteiner, Editor
www.mandymarksteiner.com
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The Craig Martin Experience is a group of talented 
musicians that get together every week to play jazz.  As an 
ensemble, they have made incredible progress because 
they challenge each other to improve their skills. 

The group has made a tradition of listening to musicians 
they admire, like trumpeter Jan MacDonald and drummer 
John Trentacosta, at Jazz Night at the Blue Window 
Bistro. 

On March 17 at 7:00 p.m., it will be their turn to take the 
stage. They see the upcoming gig as a chance to challenge 
themselves to play harder songs. 

“People who come to the Blue Window will see that we 
have fun, and they’ll have a great time too,” said Craig 
Martin.  

Members include Craig Martin on Tenor Sax, Quinn 
Marksteiner on Alto Sax, Carl Hagelberg on Trumpet, Mike 
Rogers on Guitar, Rob Heineman on Bass, John Frary on 
Drums and Aaron Anderson on Piano.  

Four of the members met during a jazz theory class at 
UNM-LA. Marksteiner (who has a BA in music as well as 
physics) met Martin in the Community Winds. Heineman 
and Anderson are both members of the rock band, DK and 
the A!ordables. Martin and Hagelberg played together 
two years ago. 

Hagelberg played trumpet in high school and then 
switched to classical guitar. When he started to play 
jazz on guitar, it was a natural transition to play jazz on 
the trumpet too. “At first I wasn’t sure if it was going to 
work. I was starting at zero,” said Hagelberg, regarding 
his instrument switch. “But I found that everything that I 
learned about improvising with the guitar made it come 
back easily on the trumpet.”

The Craig Martin Experience plays relatively modern jazz. 
Rogers explained, “Most jazz bands are stuck in a time 
warp between 1945-1955, but we’re di!erent. We’re stuck 
in a time warp between 1955-1965.”

Martin is enjoying the experience of leading his own 
band, especially being able to bring to life his vision of 
what the tunes are about. For example, when they play 
“Angel Eyes” it starts out slow. Martin imagines a guy 
drinking at the bar, and when he’s had enough to drink 
he remembers Angel Eyes and the band goes into a fast 
Latin section. The song returns to the slow section when 
the guy returns to reality. Martin said, “This is something I 
never thought I would get to do.”

!e Craig Martin Experience
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Ten Artists will 
Represent 
Los Alamos 
The Los Alamos Creative District has been 
invited to select ten artists to represent 
Los Alamos culture at the 100 for 100 art 
fair as part of downtown Albuquerque’s 
Summerfest event on June 16th. 

 !To get an application, visit 
lamainstreet.com/creative-district.htm

!"#$%%&'()*%$++",)(-  The story of a local man’s top-secret 
mission during the cold war…and how he almost got caught!

The documentary !lm, !"#$%& '$($)*+& '$,-#(, will be 
presented in the Rotunda of the Mesa Public Library on  
March 15 at 7:00 p.m.

This free screening is brought to you by Eugene Kovalenko, 
P.h.D. Kovalenko is the President of the Los Alamos Deep 
Democracy Open Forum, a non-pro!t organization that fosters 
discussion between radically opposing parties, creating 
opportunities for con"ict resolution and increased awareness.

SPIESBENEATH

BERLIN
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SHOWING AT THE  
MESA PUBL IC L IBRARY

UPCOMING SHOWS
March 17 at 7:00 p.m. Jazz Night at the 
Blue Window Bistro.

April 22 PEEC Party at the Hilltop House to 
Celebrate Earth Day.
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March 2–March 17
Friday performances at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday Matinee performances at 
2:30 p.m.
Los Alamos Little Theatre presents 

!e Giver
Based on the Newberry Medal 
winning novel by Lois
Lowry. Directed by Mimi Adams.

Tickets  are $12 for adults and 
$10 for students/seniors. 
Tickets are available at CB Fox 
and at the door.

March 5–March 30
17th Annual Los Alamos 
Photography Club Show
Mesa Public Library
Opening reception Monday, March 5 
beginning at 5:00 p.m.

Thursday, March 15, 7:00 p.m.
Spies Beneath Berlin film showing
The documentary film, will be 
showing in the rotunda of the Mesa 
Public Library.

Wednesday, March 21
8:00–10:00 p.m.
Jazz Improv Night at The Hive
Jazz musicians of all levels are invited 
to an open jam session.
Call 515-7001 for more information.

On March 10, the Los Alamos Concert Association presents 
one of the world’s most celebrated vocal ensembles, 
The King’s Singers, as the fourth concert in LACA’s 65th 
anniversary season. 

Championing the work of young and established 
composers, they remain consummate entertainers; a 
class-act with a delightfully British wit.  From Gesualdo 
and György Ligeti to Michael Bublé, The King’s Singers 
are instantly recognizable for their spot-on intonation, 
impeccable vocal blend, a flawless articulation of the text, 
and incisive timing.    

Grammy Award winners in 2009 for their album Simple Gifts, 
The King’s Singers boast a discography that now includes 
over 150 best-selling recordings.  Their CD, High Flight, is 
the inspiration for the Los Alamos program.  The concert 
will feature music by three renowned contemporary 
choral composers, Eric Whitacre, Bob Chilcott (which 
includes pieces commissioned by The King’s Singers), 
and Morten Lauridsen. These works explore aspects of 
life and faith, setting both sacred and secular texts. The 
rest of the program provides contrasting works from the 
sixteenth and twentieth centuries, which are linked by the 

less lofty themes of love and human weakness. The King’s 
Singers like to end their program with selections from 
the lighter side of their repertoire, which might consist of 
anything from arrangements of folk songs and spirituals, 
to standard evergreens, music from stage & screen, and 
contemporary pop songs. 

 !www.losalamosconcert.org

Grammy Award Winners, “!e King’s Singers” will 
Perform at Duane Smith Auditorium

Victoria Mauldin’s “Eye to Eye” was 
the perfect choice for Best in Show
By Mandy Marksteiner

Have you ever looked into the gentle eyes 
of a horse and felt a deep connection with 
the animal, as if he is speaking to your soul? 
Victoria Mauldin’s painting, “Eye to Eye,” 
was the perfect choice for the Best in Show 
award at the Beauty in the Beast exhibit at 
Fuller Lodge Art Center. The composition 
brings the viewer right up to the horse’s face, 
capturing that quality that makes horses so 
lovable and mysterious. Mauldin’s skillful 
rendering of details, like the light behind the 
crimped sweaty mane and the colors within 
the brushstrokes in the white streak on the 
horse’s nose, made the piece not only realistic, 
but also full of life. You want to reach out and 
touch the soft nose. Visit Mauldin’s studio in 
Ruidoso this summer for the Lincoln County 
Art Loop driving tour, July 7–9.

 !www.artloop.org
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Local Musicians at Bu"alo !under
The Los Alamos Big Band, The Kakistocrats, Greg Schneider, and the 
Quemazon Quartet showed brides that music is the key to a perfect 
wedding at The Northern New Mexico Wedding Fair at Bu!alo Thunder.

Call 515-7001 to hire the Los Alamos Big Band.

!ank You  
L o s  A l a m o s 

M a i n s t r e e t
for sponsoring this issue of 
!"#($%(#&'()*++((
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the lighter side of their repertoire, which might consist of 
anything from arrangements of folk songs and spirituals, 
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the animal, as if he is speaking to your soul? 
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award at the Beauty in the Beast exhibit at 
Fuller Lodge Art Center. The composition 
brings the viewer right up to the horse’s face, 
capturing that quality that makes horses so 
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crimped sweaty mane and the colors within 
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I recently took a lesson with the great jazz 
trumpeter, Bobby Shew, because I wanted to 
become more creative with music.
Bobby told me to stop wasting time on my 
elaborate warm-up routine that I’ve been 
religiously following and instead practice 
“things I have yet to learn.” Since then, 
I’ve had a great time learning songs by ear, 

memorizing chord progressions, and actually expressing myself 
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According to Bobby, talent is simply a lack of barriers. !e best 
way to unleash it is to solve problems. If you have any stories 
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they challenge each other to improve their skills. 
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John Trentacosta, at Jazz Night at the Blue Window 
Bistro. 
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stage. They see the upcoming gig as a chance to challenge 
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“People who come to the Blue Window will see that we 
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Martin.  
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Rogers on Guitar, Rob Heineman on Bass, John Frary on 
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UNM-LA. Marksteiner (who has a BA in music as well as 
physics) met Martin in the Community Winds. Heineman 
and Anderson are both members of the rock band, DK and 
the A!ordables. Martin and Hagelberg played together 
two years ago. 

Hagelberg played trumpet in high school and then 
switched to classical guitar. When he started to play 
jazz on guitar, it was a natural transition to play jazz on 
the trumpet too. “At first I wasn’t sure if it was going to 
work. I was starting at zero,” said Hagelberg, regarding 
his instrument switch. “But I found that everything that I 
learned about improvising with the guitar made it come 
back easily on the trumpet.”

The Craig Martin Experience plays relatively modern jazz. 
Rogers explained, “Most jazz bands are stuck in a time 
warp between 1945-1955, but we’re di!erent. We’re stuck 
in a time warp between 1955-1965.”

Martin is enjoying the experience of leading his own 
band, especially being able to bring to life his vision of 
what the tunes are about. For example, when they play 
“Angel Eyes” it starts out slow. Martin imagines a guy 
drinking at the bar, and when he’s had enough to drink 
he remembers Angel Eyes and the band goes into a fast 
Latin section. The song returns to the slow section when 
the guy returns to reality. Martin said, “This is something I 
never thought I would get to do.”
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